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HE fame of Gratian, before he had is> c h a p« 
compliihed the twenrieth year of his age, *J ^,^^ 
was equal to that of the moft celebrated pnnces. charaaer 
His gentle and amiable difpofition endeared him or the em- 
to his private friends, the graceful affability' of P*"'^'*' 



his manners engaged the affedion of the people : ^^ ^^ 
the men of letters, who enjoyed the liberaJity, 379—3*3* 
acknowledged the tafte and doquence of their 
ibverdgn; his valour . and dexterity in arms 
were equally applauded by the foldiers ; and the 
VojL. V, B clergy 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
XXVII. 



His defers. 



clergy confidered the humble piety of Gratian as 
the firft and mod ufeful of his virtues. The viftory 
of Colmar had delivered the Weft from a formid- 
able invafion ; and the grateful provinces of the 
Eaft afcribed the merits of Theodofms to the au- 
thor of his greatnefs, and of the public fafety. 
Gratian furvived thofe miemorable events only four 
or five years ; but he furvived his reputation ; 
and, before he fell a viftim to rebellion, he had 
loft, in a great meafurp, the refped and confidence 
of the Roman world. 

The remarkable alteration of his charafter or 
conduft, may not be imputed to the arts of flat- 
tery, which had befieged the fon of Valentinian 
from his infancy ; nor to the headftrong paflions 
which that gentle youth appears to have efcaped, 
A more attentive view of the life of Gratian, may 
perhaps fuggeft the true caufe of the difappoint- 
ment of the public hopes. His apparent vir- 
tues, inftead of being the hardy produftions of 
experience and adverfiry, were the premature and 
artificial fruits of a royal education. The anxious 
tendernefs of his father was continually employed 
to beftow on him thofe advantages, which he 
might perhaps efteem the more highly, as he 
himfelf had been deprived of them ; and the moft 
Ikilful mafters of every fcience, and of every art, 
had laboured to form the mind and body of the 
young prince \ The knowledge which they pain- 
fully 



I Valcntiniaii was lefs attentive to the religion of his fon ; flnce h« 
cntnifted the educatiou oi Gratian to Aafonitw, a piofcficd Pagan (Mcoi. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

fiillv communicated was difplayed with oftenta- chap. 
tion, and celebrated with lavifli praife. His foft ^^ 
and tradtable difpofition received the fair impref- 
fion of their judicious precepts, and the abfence 
of pafllon might eafily be miftaken for the ftrength 
of reafon. His preceptors gradually rofe to the 
rank and confequence of minifters of ftate*; 
and, as they wifely diflembled their fecret autho- 
rity, he feemed to aft with firmnefs, with pro- 
priety, and with judgment, on the mod important 
occafions of his life and reign. But the influence 
of this elaborate inftruftion did not penetrate be- 
yond the furface ; and the Ikilful preceptors, who 
fo accurately guided the fteps of their royal pupil, 
could not infufe into his feeble and indolent cha- 
ra&er, the vigorous and independent principle of 
adion, which renders the laborious purfuit of 
glory efientially neceflary to the happinefs, and 
almoft to the exiftence, of -the hero. As foon as 
ume and accident had removed thofe faithful 
counfellors from the throne, the emperor of the 
Weft infenfibly defcended to the level of his na- 
tural genius ; abandoned the reins of government 
to the ambitious hands which were ftretched for- 
wards to grafp them; and amufed his leifure 
with the moft frivolous gratifications. A public 
fale of favour and injuftice was iultituted, both 

4e tMcademie des Infcripcions, torn. xv. p. i»5 — i}S.)* The poetical 
Came o( Aufonius condemns the ufte of his age. 

^ Aufonius was fucceffively promoted to xhe Prctorian praefe^ure of 
Ita]y^(A. D. 377. )» anciof Gaul (A. D. 378.1$ and was at length iovefted 
witJ] the confullhip (A. D. 3790* He expreiTed his gratitude in a fervik 
and infipid pi«cc of flattery (A^io Gratiarunii p. 6^9—736.^9 which has 
fttmlvcd more worthy produAions. 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, in the court, and in the provinces, by the worth- 
, lefs delegates of his po*er, wbofe merit it was 
made facrilege to queftion '. The confdence of 
the credulous prmce was direded by faints and 
bilhops*j who procured^ an Imperial edift to 
punifh, as a capital oSence, the violation, the 
negleft, or even the ignorance of the divine 
law ^ Among the various arts which had exer- 
cifed the youth of Gratian, he had. applied himfelf, 
with fmgular inclination and fuccefs, to manage 
the horfe, to draw the bow,^and to dart the jave- 
lin; and thefe qualifications, which might be 
. ufeful to a foldier, were proftituted to the viler 
purpofes of hunting. Large parks were inclofed 
for the Imperial pleafures, and plentifully flocked 
with every fpecies of wild beafts; and Gratian 
neglefted the duties, and even the dignity, of 
his rank, to confume whole days in the vain dif- 
play of his dexterity and boldnefs in the chace. 
The pride and wifh of the Roman emperor to 
excel in an art, in which he might be furpafled 
by the meaneft of his Haves, reminded the nu- 
merous fpeftators of the examples of Nero and 
Commodus: but the chafle and temperate Gra- 

3 Difputare de principal! judlcio non oportet. Sacrilcgii cnim inftw eft 
«hi! iti»-c, an is dignus fit, quem elcgcrit mipcrator. Codex Juftinian. I. ix. 
tit. xxix. leg. 3. This convenient law was revived and proraulgatedj after 
the death 0/ Gratian, by the feeble court of Milan. 

. 4 Ambrofc conifofcd, for his infhud^ion, a theological treatifc on tlie 
faith of the Trinity : and Tillemont (Hift. dcs Emptreurs, torn. v. p. 158, 
1 69- ) afcribes ^o the archbifhop the mtrit of Oratlan^s intolerant laws. 

5 Qui divinse legis fan^itatem ncfciendo ooiirtunt, ant negligendo vio- 
Unty et offcndunt, facrilegium committunt. Cbdcx Juftinian. 1 jx. 
tit. XX ix. leg I. Theodofius indeed may cLiim his ihare, in the merit of 
this comprcbcnitve lavr« 

tian 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE.^ $ 

tiaa was a ftranger to their monftrous vices ; and chap. 

• . XXVII. 

his hands were ftained only with the blood of v^^i-v^ 
animals ^ 

The behaviour of Gratian, which degraded his wfcontent 
charader in the eyes of mankind, could not have Roman 
difturbed the fecurity of his reign, if the army A^a'jSj. 
had not . been provoked to refent their peculiar 
injuries* As long as the young emperor was 
guided by the inftrudions of his maftcrs, he pro- 
ieffed faimfelf the friend and pupil of the foidiers ; 
many of his Hours were fpent in the familiar con« 
rerfation of the camp, and the health, the com* 
forts, th« rewards, the honours, of his faithful 
troops, appeared to be the objcft ofJliis attentive 
concern. But, after Gratian more^/eely indulged 
his prevailing tafte for hunting and (hooting, he 
naturally conneded himfelf with the moft dex^^ 
terous minifters of his favourite amufement. A 
body of the Alani was received into the military 
and domeftic fervice oB the palace ; and the ad- 
mirable ikill, which they were accuftomed to dif« 
play in the unbounded plains of Scytliia, was 
exercifed, on a more narrow theatre, m the parks 
and inclofures of GauU Gratian admired the 
talents and cuftoms of thefe favourite guards, to 
whom alone be intruded the defence of his per* 
ion : and, as if he meant to infult the public opi* 
nion, he frequently (hewed himfelf to the foidiers 

« Ammlanut (xxxi. lo.) and the younger Viaor acknowledge t!ie virtues 
oTGntUn ; and accufe, or ratlier lament, his degenerate tafte. The odious 
parallel of Cominodus it fevcd by " Ucit incrucptus)" and perhaps Philof- 
tergius (Ux. c lo. and Godefroy, p. 41a,) had guardtd^ with (ome fimiUr 
rei«ivr, th. compariibn of Neiv* 

B3 ^^ 



6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, and people, with the drefs and arms, the long bow, 
the founding cfuiver, and the fur garments, bf a 
Scythian warrion The unworthy fpedacle of a 
Roman prince, who had renounced the drefs and 
manners of his country, filled the minds of the 
legions with grief and indignation^. Even the 
Germans, fo ftrong and formidable in the armies 
of the empire, affefled to difdain the ftrange and 
horrid appearance of the favages of the North, 
who, in the fpace of a few years, had wandered 
from the banks of the Volga to thofe of the Seine^ 
A loud and licentious murmur was echoed through 
the camps and garrifons of the Weft ; and as the 
mild indolence of Gratian neglefled to extmguifh 
the firft fymptoms of difcontent, the want of love 
and refped was not fupplied by the influence of 
£ear. But the fubverfion of an eftabliflied go- 
vernment is always a work of fome real, and of 
much apparent, difficulty ; and the throne of 
Gratian was prote£led by the fandtions of cuftom, 
law, religion, and the nice balance of the civil 
and military powers, which had been eftabliflied 
by the policy of Conftantine* It is not very imr 
portant to inquire from what caqfes the revolt of 
Britain wsis produced. Accident is commonly 
the parent of diforder; the feeds of rebellion 
happened to fall on a foil which was fuppofed to 
be more fruitful than any other in tyrants and 



7 Zprinaus, (1. iv. p. 147.) and the younger Vl&or afcrib^ tbe revdution 
to the favourof the Alanjy and the difcontent of the Roman troops. Duoi 
exercitum ncgligeret, et paucos ex Alanis^ quQs ingenti auro ad fe tranf. 
tulerat, ant^feiret veteri ac Romano mlliti. 
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OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

ufarpers ' ; thfe legions of that fequeftered ifland c i{ a P. 
had been long famous for a fpirit of prefumption v«---v'w 
and arrogance • ; and the name of Maximus was M73dmu!iii 
proclaimed, by the tumultuary, but unanimous Britain. 
voice, both of the foldiers and of the prpvincials. 
The emperor, or the rebel, for his title was not' 
yet afcertained by fortune, was a native of Spain, 
the countryman, the fellow-foldier, and the rival 
of Theodofius, whofe elevation he had not feen 
without fome emotions of envy and refentment : 
the events of his life had long fince fixed him ih 
Britain ; and I ihould not be unwilling to find fonvs 
evidence for the marriage, which he is faid to have 
contraded with the daughter of a wealthy lord of 
Caemarvonfhire '% But this provincial rank 
might juftly be confidered as a ftate of exile and 
obfcuriry; and if Maximus had obtained any 
civil or military office, he was not ihvefted with 
the authority either of governor or general". 

S BritannU fcrtilis provincia tyrannonim^ is a memorable rxpreflion, ufed 
by Jer^oi in the Pelagian controverfy, and varioufly tortured in thedifputcs 
of oar nadonal antiquaries. The revolutions of the laft age appeared to 
juftify the image of the fublime BoOuet, ** cttte ifle, plus orageufe que kt 
mers qui renvironncnt.*' 

9 Zofinmis fays of the Britifli foldiers, rw aTJ^uf oMWfjvf ff-Xeoy wfiatit 
a 3LXI 9ufU0 wno/Afliov;. 

10 Heiena the dau3hter of Eudda. Her chapel may dill be feen at Caer- 
fe§«nry note* Caer-narvoiv (Cartels HiA« of England, vol. i. p. 168. from 
Rowland** Mooa Antiqua). The prudent reader piay not perhaps be fatis- 
fied with fuch Welih evidence. 

" Cambden (vol. i. inuodu^. p. ci.) appoints him governor of Britain $ 
and the father of our antiquities is followed, as ufual, by lus blind progeny. 
Pacatus and Zofimus had tftken fome pains to prevent this error, or fable j 
and I ihall proted myfelf by their decifive teftim^nies. Regali habitii exiiUtn 
foum, illi exoksocbis induerunt (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 23. )« and the Greek 
hiftorjan, ft ill left equivocally, «vroj (Maximus) it vi« Ui a^XP <"'4^o» 
tTv;^ vT^i^m (1 W. p. 148.), 

B 4 His 
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CHA P. His aUlities, and even his integrity, are acknow^ 
ledged by the partial writers of the age ; and the 
merit tnuft indeed have been confpicuous, that 
could extort fuch a confeffion in i^vour of the 
vanquiflied enemy of Theodofius. The difcon* 
tent of Maximus might incline him to cenfure the 
condud of his fovereign, and to encourage, per- 
haps without any views of ambition, the mur-^ 
murs of the troops. But in the midft of the 
tumult, he artfully, or modeftly, refufed to afcend 
the throne; and fome credit appears to have 
been given to his own pofitive declaration, that 
he was compelled to accept the dangerous prefent 
of the Imjperial purple '*. 

But there was danger likewife in refuGng the 
empire ; and from the moment that Maximus had 
violated his allegiance to his lawful fovereign, he 
could not hope to reign, or even to live, if he 
con^ned his moderate ambition within the nar- 
row limits of Britain. He boldly and wifely re- 
folved to prevent the defigns of Gratian; the 
youth of the ifland crowded to his itandardj^ and 
he invaded Gaul with a fleet and army, which 
were long afterwards remembered, as the emi-^ 
gration of a confiderable part of the Britifli na- 
tion '\ The emperor^ in his peaceful refidence 

of 



Flight and 
death of 



*« Sulplciu$ SeveriiSy Dialog. \u 7k OroTiiiSy Lytt. c. 34. p. 556. 
Tlifcy both acknowkdgc'(Su]picIus had been his Aibjea) RU Innocence and 
merit. It is fiiigJlar endujfh, that Maxlmiis fliould be left £avourablj 
treated ty Zofimi|s> the partiaf^verTary of hia rivaL 

I) ArchbiOiop ^^iher (AntliJW^t. Brltan* EccleC p« 107, xoS.) 
has diiigemly colleded «the legends of the ifland, and the continent* 
T^c whoie emigration confiftcd of joyoeo /oMicfSi and ioo>ooo 

'^***-?' . plcbciaaa* 
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of- Paris, was alarmed by their hoftile approach i ^xxvii^* 
aod the darts which he idly wafted on Uons and 
bears, might have been employed more honour* 
ably againft the rebels. But his feeble efforts 
announced his degenerate fpiric and defperate 
fituation; and deprived him of the refources, 
which he ftlU might have found, in the fupport 
of his fubje&s. and allies. The armies of Gaul, 
inftead of oppofing the march of Ma^mus, re- 
ceived him with joyful and loyal acclamations; 
and the ihame of the defertion was transferred 
from the people to the prince. The troops, 
whofe fiation more immediately attached them to 
the fervice of the palace, abandoned the ftandard 
of Gratian the firft time that it was difplayed in 
the neighbourhood of Paris. The emperor of 
the Wed fled towards Lyons, with a train of 
only three hundred horfe; and, in the cities 
along the road, where he hoped to find a refuge^ 
or at lead a paffage, he was taught, by cruel cxm 
pedence, that every gate is (hut againfl: the un« 
fortunate. ¥et he might ftill have reached, in 
fafety, the dominions of his brother ; and foon 
have returned with the forces of Italy and the 
Eaft ; if he had not fuffsred himfelf to be fatally 
deceived by the perfidious governor of the Lyon- 
ncfe province. Gratian was amufed by protefta- 
dons of doubtful fidelity, and the hopes of a 

pUbcians, who fettled in Bretagne. Their deftmcd brif'ci, St I7r- . 
fuU with 11,000 noble^ and 6c,ooo p|«beian, virgins, miftook their 
way; landed at Cobgne, and wer^. all moil crueily murdered by Uie 
Hnns. But the plebeian fifters have' been defrauded of their equal 
honours $ and, wha( is iliU harder, Jolm Trithcmiua prefumts to 
nection the Mdren of thefe Britlih virgins. 

^^ fupport. 
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CHAP, fiipport, which could not be efFeftual; till the 
J2^J[ii;^ arrival of Andragathius, the general of the cavalry 
ef Maximus, put an end to his fufpenfe. That 
r^folute officer executed, without remoFfe, the 
orders, or the intentions, of the ufurper. Gra- 
tian, as he rofe from fupper, was delivered into 
A.P.3S3. |]jg hands of the aflfaffin ; and his body was denied 
to the pious and pfefling intreaties of his brother 
Valentinian *\ The death of the emperor was 
followed by that of his powerful general Mello- 
baudes, the king of the Franks ; who maintained, 
to the lad moment of his life, the ambiguous 
reputation, which is the juft recompence of obfcure 
and fubtle policy". Thefe executions might be 
neceflfary to the public fafety : but the fucceftful 
ufurper, whofe power was acknowledged by all 
the provinces of the Weft, had the merit, and 
the fatisfadion, of boafting, that, except thofe 
who had perifiied by the chance of war, his tri- 
umph was not ftained by the blood of the Ro- 
mans '^ 

V4 Zofimus (1 iv. p. 148, 249.) has tranfported the death of Gra- 
thm from Lugdunum in Gaul (Lyons) to Singidunum in Moefia. 
Some hints may be extra^ed from the Chronicles $ fome lies may be 
cktefted in Sozomcn (1. vii, c. 13.) and Socrates (1 v. c. 11 ). Ambrofe 
is our moft authentic evidence (torn. i. Enarrat. in Pfalm Ixi. p. 961* 
t«m. ii. ^pift* xxir. p. S889 &c. and de ObitQ Valentinian. Confolar. 
NOftS. p. 1 182.) 

'5 Pacatus (xii. 18.) celebrates his fidelity ^ while his treachery is 
marked in Pro^er^s Chronicle, as the caufe of the ruin of Gratian. 
Ambrofe, who has occafion to exculpate himfelf, only condemns the death 
of Vallio, a faithful fervant of Gratian (torn. ii. epilt. xxiv. p. 891. edit. 
Benedia.) 

1^ He protefted, nullum ex adverfariis nifi in acie occubuiiTe. Sulp. 
Sevcrus in Vit. B. Martin, c. 13. The orator of Theodofius beAows 
reiuAant, and therefore weighty, praife on his clemency. Si cui iUe> pro 
ceteris fcelcribus fuis, minut trudelh fuif2« videtur. (Panegyr. Vet. xii. 
a8). 

The 
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The events of this revolution had pa0ed in c h a f. 
fuch rapid fucceffion, thit it would have been -.r-,-w 
impoffible for Theodofius to march to the relief treaty of 
of his benefador, before he received the intelli- cweenMaB. 
gence of his defeat and death. During the fea« Tb^. 
fon of fincere grief, or oftentarious moumi]^, ^**5i. d. 
the Eaftern emperor was interrupted by the ar- J'3— i'7* 
rival of the principal chamberlain of Maximus : 
and the choice of a venerable old man, for an 
office which was nfually exercifed by eunuchs^ 
announced to the court of Conftantinople the 
gravity and temperance of the Britilh ufurpcr. 
The ambaffador condefcended to juftify, or ex- 
cufe, the conduft of his mafter ; and to proteft, 
in fpecious language, that the murder of Gratiaa 
had been perpetrated without his knowledge or 
confenr, by the precipitate zeal of the foldiers. 
But he proceeded, in a firm and equal tone, to 
o6Fer Theodofius the alternative of peace, or war» 
The fpeech of the ambafTador concluded with s 
fpirited declaration, that although Maximus, as 
a Roman, axid as the father of his people, wouki 
chufe rather to employ his forces in the common 
defence of the republic, he was armed and 
prepared, if his friendibip fhould be rejedted, 
to difpute, in a field of battle, the empire of 
the workL An immediate and peremptory 
anfwer was required; but it was extremely 
difficult for Theodofius to fatisfy, on this im- 
portant occalion, either the feelings of his owa 
mnid, or the expedations of the public. The 
imperious voice of honour and gratitude called 
aloud far reredge. From the liberality of Gra^- 

tian. 
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CHAP, tian, he had received the Imperial diadem : his 
* patience would encourage the odious rufpicion, 
that he was more deeply fenfible of former in- 
jurieSy than of recent obligations ; and if he ac- 
cepted the friendfhip, he muft feem to (hare the 
guilt, of the aiTaffin. Even the principles of 
jufticet and the intereft of fociety, would receive 
a fatal blow from the impunity of Maximus : and 
the example of fuccefsful ufurpation would tend 
to diifolve the artificial fabric of government,- 
and once more to re-plunge the empire in the 
crimes and 'calamities of the preceding age. But, 
as the fentiments of gratitude and honour fhould 
invariably regulate the conduft of an individual, 
they may be overbalanced in the mind of a fove- 
reign, by the fenfe of fuperior duties : and the 
maxims both of juftice and humanity muft per- 
mit the efcape of an atrocious criminal, if an 
innocent people would be involved in the confe- 
quences of his punilhment. The aflaifin of Gra- 
tian had ufurped, but he actually poflefTed, the 
molt warlike provinces of the empire: the Eafl: 
was exhaufted by the misfortunes, and even by 
the fuccefs, of the Gothic war; and it was 
feriouily to be apprehended, that, after the vital 
(Irength of the republic had been wafted in 
a doubtful and deftruOive conteft, the feeble 
conqueror would remain an eafy prey to the Bar- 
barians of the North. Thefe weighty coniidera- 
tions engaged Theodofius to difiemble his refent- 
ment, and to accept the alliance of the tyrant«. 
But he ftipulated, that Maximus fhould content 
himfelf with the pofleifion of the countries bjp- 
I yofid 
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Yond the Alps. The brother of GratiaQ was chap. 
confirmed and fecured in the fovei;e:gnty of Italy, i^i-,^,^ 
Africa, and the Weftem Illyricum ; and fome 
honourable conditions were inferted in the treaty, 
to proteA the memory, and the laws, of the 
dcceafed emperor *^ According to the cuftom of 
the age, the images of the three Imperial col- 
leagues were exhibited to the veneration of the 
people: nor fhould it be lightly fuppofed, that, 
in the moment of a folemn reconciliation, Theo- 
dofius fecretly cherifhed the intention of perfidy 
and revenge ". 

The contempt of Gratian for the Roman fol- Baptiftnm^ 
diers had expofed him to the fatal effe&s Hiasof 
of their refentment. His profound veneration a.d. 380I* 
for the Chriftian clergy was rewarded by the ^*'*'' 
applaufe and gratitude of a powerful order, which 
has claimed, in every age, the privilege of dif- 
penfing honours, both on earth and in heaven '^ 
The orthodox bifliops bewailed his death, and 
their own irreparable lofs ; but they were foon 
comforted by the difcovery, that Gratian had 
committed the fceptre of 'the £a(t to the hands of 
a prince whofe humble faith, and fervent zeal, 
were fupported by the fpirit and abilities of a 
more vigorous character. Among the benefadors 



17 Ambrofe mnitlons the hws of Gratian, qtias Don abrogavit hoftis 
(torn. iL q>tit« xvu« p. 817). 

18 Zofimusy 1. iv. p. 251^ «5s. We may difclaim his diout fafpicions ; 
fcnt wc cannot reject the treaty of peace which the friends of Theodolius 
have abfo utely forgotten, or fltghtly mentioned^ 

'9 Their oracle» the archbifhop of Milan, alTigns to hit pupil Gratian 
an bi^ and refpedtable place in heaven (torn. ii. de Obit Val. Confol, 
p. 11930- 

of 



^ 
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CHAP, of the church, the feme of Conftantine has been 

XX VII 

rivalled by the glory of Theodofius. If Conftan- 
tine had the advantage of erefting the ftandard of 
the crofs, the emulation of his fucceflfor affumed 
the merit of fubduing the Arian herefy, and of 
aboliflilng the worlhip of idols in the Roman 
world. Theodofius was the fir ft of the emperors 
baptifed in the true faith of the Trinity. Although 
be was born of a Chriftian family, the maxims, 
or at leaft the pradice, of the age, encouraged 
him to delay the ceremony of his initiation ; till 
he was admonifhed of the danger of delay, by the 
lerious illnefs which threatened his life, towards 
the end of the firft year of his reign. Before he 
again took the field againft the Goths, he received 
the facrament of baptifm** from Acholius, the 
orthodox bifliop of Theffalonica *' : and, as the 
emperor afcended from the holy font, ftill glow- 
ing with the warm feelings of regeneration, he 
dilated a folemn ediS, which proclaimed his own 
faith, and prefcribed the religion of his fubjefts. 
•* It is our pleafure (fuch is the Imperial ftyle) 
•^ that all the nations, which are governed by our 
** clemency and moderation, fliould ftedfeftly ad- 
" ^^^ here to the religion which was taught by St. 



»o For the baptifm of TlieodoOm, fee Sozotnen (1. vii. c. 4.), Socr»te« 
(I. V, c. 6 ), and Tiliemont (Hift. des Empereurs, torn, v, p. yaS.)* ' 

a« AfcoHus, or Acholius, was honooredby the fricndftip, and the pnuTeSy 

of Ambrofej who ftyles himf<rlf, murus fidei atque fan6)itatis (torn. ii. 

epifl. XV. p. 820.) } and .ifierwards celebrates bis fpeed And diligence in 

running to Conftantinople, Italy, &c. (cpift. xvi. p. 8ii.) j a virtue which 

' does not appertain either to a va/I, or a hijhof^ 

« Peter 
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" Peter to the Romans ; which faithful traditbii c « a p. 

" has preferved ; and which is now profefled by **^"' 

" the poiuiflF Darnafus, and by Peter, bifliop pf 

** Alexandria, a man of apoftolic holinefs. Ac* 

" cording to the difcipline of the apoftles, and 

** the doftrine of the gofpel, let us believe the 

" fole deity of the Father, the Son, and the 

" Holy Ghoft i under an equal majefty, and a 

" pious Trinity, We authorife the followers of 

** this doctrine to aflume the title of Catholic 

*^ Chridians ; and as we judge, that all others are 

*^ extravagant madmen, we brand them with the 

^^ infamous name of Heretics j and declare, that 

** their conventicles (hall no longer ufurp the 

" refpeftable appellation of churches, Belides 

" the condemnation of Divine juftice, they mud 

** exped to fuffer the fevere penalties, which our 

^^ authority, guided by heavenly wifdom, Ihall 

" think proper to inflift upon them"." The 

faith of a foldier is commonly the fruit of inflruc-* 

tion, rather than of inquiry ; but as the emperor 

always fixed his eyes on the vifible land-marks of 

orthodoxy, which he had fo prudently conftituted, 

his religious opinions were never affefted by the 

fpecious texts, the fubtle arguments, and the 

ambiguous creeds of the Arian doftors. Oncc^ 

indeed he exprefled a faint inclination to converfe 

with the eloquent and learned Eunomius, who 

lived in retirement at a fmall diftance from Con* 



»» Codex Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. i. leg. a. with Godefroj's Comment 
tary, torn. «i. p. 5—9. Such an cdiA dcfcrved the warmcft praifcs 
01 Baroniuf, atircam ianftioncro, cdiftuni piom «t (alutare.— Sic iiur ad 
iftra. 

14 ftantinople. 
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CHAP, ftantinopic. But the dangerous interview was pre- 
vented by the prayers of the emprefs Flaccilla, 
who trembled for the falvation of her hufband ; 
and the mind of Theodofius was confirmed by a 
theological argument, adapted to the rudeft capa- 
city. He had ktely beftowed, on his eldefl: fon 
Arcadius, the name and honours of Auguftus; 
antl the two princes were feated on a (lately 
throne to receive the homage of their fubjefts. 
A bifliop, Amphilochius of Iconium, approached 
the throne, and after faluting, with due reverence, 
the perfon of his fovereign, he accofted the toyzl 
youth with the fame familiar tendernefs, which 
he might have ufed towards a plebeian child. 
Provoked by this infolent behaviour, the monarch 
gave orders, that the ruftic pried fhould be in- 
ftantly driven from his prefence. But while the 
guards were forcing him to the door, the dex- 
terous polemic had time to execute his defign, by 
exclaiming, with a loud voice, ^^ Such is the 
" treatment, O Emperor! which the King of 
** Heaven has prepared for thofe impious men,' 
•* who aflfed to worfhip the Father, but refufe to 
** acknowledge the equal majefty of his divine 
** Son/' Theodofius immediately embraced the 
bifliop of Iconium ; and never forgot the import- 
ant leflbn, which he had received from this dra- 
matic parable ^^ 



»l Sozomen» I. vU. c, 6. Theodore^ I. v. c. i6. Tillemont is fflf- 
fklrafed (Mem. Ecckf. torn. vi. p. 6*7, 6a8.) with the terms of «* roftlc 
*• biOiop/* ** obfcure city." Yet I muft ukc leave to think, that botik 
Amphilpcbius and Icoaium were obje Sts of InconfideraUe masolrade in the 
Reouuft empire. 

Conftaxw 
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Conftantinople was the principal feat and for* C h a ?• 
trefs of Arianifm ; and, in a long interval of forty ^,->.,-l- 
years **, the faith of the princies and prelates, who q^,^^^^^ 
reigned in the capital of the Eaft, was rejefted in »»p*«- 
the purer fchools of Rome and Alexandria. The S4<^3^<^ 
archiepifcbpal throne of Macedonius, which had 
been polluted with fo much Chfiftian blood, was 
fucceflively filled by Eudoxus and Damdphilus. 
Their diocefe enjoyed a free importation of vicfe 
and error from every province of the empire ; the 
eager purfuit of religious controverfy afforded a 
new occupation to the bufy idlenefs of the metro^ 
polis ; and we may credit the aflfertion of an in- 
telligent obferver, who defcribes, with fomfe 
pleafantry, the eflPefts of their loquacious zeal. 
** This city,** fays he, " is full of mechanics and 
*^ flaves, who are all of them profound theolo- 
*' gians } and preach in the fhops, and in the 
** ftreets. If you defire a man to change a piece 
" of filver, he informs you, wherein the Son 
** differs from the Father : if you a(k the price 
** of a loaf, you are told, by way of reply, that 
*■ the Son is inferior to the Father ; and if you 
" enquire whether the bath is ready, the anfwer . 
<* is, that the Son was made out of nothing **." 

H Sozotntn, I. vii. c. 5. Socrates, 1- v. c, 7, Marcellln in Chn». 
The accottnc ot* forty yeafs ojui) be dated from the ejection or IntruAon of 
tufebius; wiio wifeiy exchanged the Difhopric of Nkomedia for the throne 
of ConAancinopk. 

»5 Sec Jortiirs Reonarkt on Ecchfiaftical Hiftory, tol. iv. p* jt* 
THe thirty-third Oration of Gregory Nazianzcn affords indeed fome fimilar 
ideas, even fonne dill more ridiculous j but 1 have not yet lound the v:rd» 
of this remarkable paflage, which 1 allege on the laith of a corrcA and 
libefrfl fcholar. 

Vol. V, C Th« ' 
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Crcgory 
^«izianz:n 



The heretics, of various denominations, fubfiftecf 
in peace under the proteSion of the Arians of 
Conftantinople ; who endeavoured to fecure the 
attachment of thofe obfctire feflaries ; while they 
abufed, with unrelenting fe^erity, the viftory 
which they had obtained over the foflowers of the 
council of Nice. .t>uring the partial reigns of 
Conftantius and Valens, the feeble remnant of the 
ttomooufians was deprived of the public and pri- 
tate exercife of their religion; and it has been 
obferved, in pathetic language, that the fcattered 
flock was left without a fhepherd to wander on 
the mountains, or to be devoured by rapacious 
wolves *^ But, as their zeal, inftcad of being 
fubdued, derived ftrength and vigour from op- . 
preffion, they feized the fir ft moments of imperfeft 
freedom, which they acquired by the death of 
Valens, to form themfelves into a regular congre- 
gation, under the eondudt of an epifcopal paftor^ 
Two natives of Cappadocia, ]^fil, and Gregory 
Nazianzen*^, were diftinguiflied above all their 
contemporaries*', by the rare union of profane 

' a^ See tlic thirty fccond Oration of Gregory Naxianren, and the account o$ 
his own lifcy which he has compofrd in 1800 iambics. Yet every phyficjan 
is prone to exaggerate the invcieratc nature of the dlfeafe which he has 
cured. 

*7 I corfcfs niyfcif deeply indebted to the ttoo lives cF Gregory Nazian-' 

. len, compofcd, with very different vicivs, by Tilkinont ^Mem. Eccief. 
torn. ix. p 305—560. 694—731.), and Le Clerc (Bibliothecjue UniverfcUer 
torn, xviii. p. I— iiS.)j 

a8 Unleftf Gregory Nazjanzcn midook thirty years in his own age 5 he 
iras bom, as well as his friend Biifi, aboo^t the ye^r 529. The prepoilcrcus 
chronology oi Suidas has been graciouHy received j bccaufe it renioves the 
fcandal of Grcgo:7's father, a faint likcwife, begetting children, after he 

^ became s b'lSnop CTilknaonr, Mem. Ecdef. tcm. ix. p. 693— 697.}* 

eloquence 
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doqaence and ,of orthodox piety. Thefc orators, chap. 



who might fometimes be compared, by them- 
ielves, and by the public, to the moft celebrated 
of the ancient Greeks, were united by the tics of 
the ftrifteft friendfliip. They had cultivated, with 
equal ardour, the fame liberal fludies in the 
fchools of Athens; they had retired, with 
equal devotion, to the fame folitude in the deferts 
of Pontus; and every (psnk of emulation, or 
envy, appeared to be totally extinguilhed in the 
holy and ingenuous breads of Gregory and Bafil. 
But the exaltation of Bafil, from a private life to 
the archiepifcopal throne of Caefarea, difcovered 
to the world, and perhaps to himfelf, the pride of 
his charaAer ; and the firft favour which he con- 
defcended to beftow on his friend was received, 
and perhaps was intended, as a cruel infult^. 
Inftead of employing the fupeiior talents of Gre- 
gory in fome ufeful and confpicuous ftation, the 
haughty prelate feleded, among the fifty biOiop- 
rics of his extenfive province, the wretched village 

•9 Gregoi7*s Poem on liis own Life coittalns fome beautiful lines (toni<Ji. ^ 
p. %.), which burft from the heart, and fpcak the pangs of injured and lo(| 
^leDdlhip : 

• .••••••• voftt xAiVM >joyw, 

Aif0xi)«raM vatrra, t^^iVTM X!*f*'OUf 

In the Midfummer Night^s Dream, Helenia addrefles the fame pafbeti^ 
complaint to her friend Hermia : 

Is all the counfel that we two hav^fliared, m 

The fiAer*s vowfs> &c. 
Shakefpeare bad never read the poems «f Gregory Nailanzen > be was !$- 
norant of the Greek knguage ; but his motlier-tonguc, the langoage of Na«- 
pirCf is Che fame in Cappadocia and in Britain. 

Ca 9f 
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CHAP, of Safima '% withoftt waCer, without verdure, with- 
out fociety, fituate at the junftion of three high- 
ways, and frequented only by the incefTant paflage 
of rude and clamorous waggoners. Gregory fub<« 
mitted with relu£tance to this humiliating exile: 
he was ordamed bifliop of Safima ; but he fo- 
lemnly protefts, that he never confummated his 
fpiritual marriage with this difgufting bride. He 
afterwards confented to undertake the govern- 
ment of his native church of Nazianzus ^', of 
which his father had been bifiiop above five-and- 
forty years. But as he was ftill confcious, that he 
deferved another audience, and another theatre, 
he accepted, with no unworthy ambition, the 
'honourable invitation, which was addrefled to 
*him from the orthodox party of Conftantinople. 
On his arrival in the capital, Gregory was enter- 
tained in the houfe of a pious and charitable 
kinfman ; the mod fpacious room was confecrated 
to the ufes of religious worfhip; and the name 
of Anajlafia was chofen, to exprefs the refurreftion 
of the Nicene faith. This private conventicle 
was afterwards converted into a magnificent 
church \ and the credulity of the fucceeding age 
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t^ This urfavQunble portrait of Saiinia is drawn by Gregory N^z^anzea 
(torn. ii. dc Vita fua, ^. 7, S.). Jrs precife fituation, forty-nine mjUsfiom 
Arqhilais, and thirty- two from Tyana, is fixed in the ^cinerary of Anto- 
rtiflus (|>. 144. edit. Wefftling). 

31 The name of Nazianzus has been immortalifed by Gregory \ but bis 
native town, unc'er the Greek or Roman tic;e of Diocxfarea (Tiiicniort, 
Mem. Ecclcf. torn. ix. p 692.', is mentioned by Pliry (vi. j.)* Ptolemy, 
and HicTocFes (Itincfar. Wefleling, p. 709 ). Jt appears to have bocn 
litu-ate «a Uie ed^e of Ifauria* 
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was prepared to beiieve the miracles and vifions^ c hap. 
which attefted the prefence, or at. lead the pro- 
tedion, of the Mother of God ^\ The pulpit of 
the Anaftafia was the fcene of the labours and 
triumphs of Gregory Nazianzen ; and, in the 
fpace of two years, he experienced all the fpiritual 
adventures which conftitute the profperous or ad- 
verfe fortunes of a miffionary". The Arians, 
who were provoked by the boldnefs of his enter- 
prife, reprefented his dodrine, as if he had preached 
three diftinft and equal Deities; and the de« 
vout populace was excited to fupprefs, by violence 
and tumult, the irregular aifemblies of the Atha- 
nafian heretics. From the cathedral of St. Sophia^ 
there ifiued a motley crowd " of common beg- 
** gars, who had forfeited their claim to pity ; of 
^^ monks, who had the appearance of goats or 
** iatyrs ; and of women, more terrible than fo 
" joiany Jezebels." The doors of the Anaftafia 
were broke open ; much mifchief was perpetrated, 
or attempted, with llicks, (lone?, and firebrands ; 
and as a man loft his life in the affray, Gregory, 
who was fummoned the next morning before the 
magiftrate, had the fatisfaftion of fuppofrng, that 
he publicly confefled the name of Chrift, After 
he was delivered from the fear and danger of a 
foreign enemy, his infant church was difgraced 
and diltraded by inteftme fadion. A ftranger, 

l& ^ce Ducange^ Conftant. Chriftiana, I iv. p, 141, 142. The dnoi 
hnafjui of >ozomen (1. vii. c 5 ) is intcrprcied to mean the Vir^rin Mary. 

S) rtiicmont (Mem. £cckf torn, ix- p. 432, Sec.) diligently col^c^s, 
ftihir^ts, and explains^ the oratorical ana poetical hints of Gregory 
hmiclf, 

C 3 who 
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CHAP, who -affumed the name of Maximus ^, and the 
^^j,-,-^ cloak of a Cynic philofopher, infmuated himfelf 
into the confidence of Gregory ; deceived and 
abufed his favourable opinion ; and forming a 
fecret conneAion with fome bifhops of Egypt, 
attempted, by a clandeftine ordination, to fup- 
plant his patron in the epifcopal feat of Conftan- 
tinople. Thefe mortifications might fometimes 
tempt the Cappadocian miffionary to regret his 
obfcure folitude. But his fatigues were rewarded 
by the daily increafe of his fame and his congre- 
gation ; and he enjoyed the pleafure of obferving, 
that the greater part of his numerous audience 
^ retired from his fermons, fatisfied with the elo- 

quence of the preacher '% or diflatisfied with the 
manifold imperfedions of their faith and prac- 
tice '\ 
Ruin o£ The Catholics of Conftantinople were animated 

cwftiiui- with joyful confidence by the baptifm and edid 
!Il D?38o. of Theodofius ; and they impatiently waited the 
Nov. z6. effe€lft of his gracious promife* Their hopes were 
fpeedily accomplifhed ; and the emperor, as foon 
as he had finifhed the operations of the campaign, 
made his public entry into the capital at the head 

34 He pronounced an oration (torn. i. Orat. xxiii. p« 409.) in his prajfe; 
hut after their quarrcl> the name of Maximus was changed into that of Heron 
(fee Jerom, torn. i. in Catalog. Script. Ecclcf. p. 301.). I touch flijjhily 
on thefe obfcure and pcrfonal iquabbies. 

35 Under the modeft emblem of a dream, Gregory (torn. ii. carmen ix. 
,p. 78O defcribcs liis own fuccefi with fome human complacency. Yet 

it fliould fcem, from his familiar converfation with his auditor St. Jertm 
(torn. i. £pifl> ad Nepotian. p. 14.), that the preacher underftood th« 
\r^ value of popular applaufe. 

36 Lachryms auditorum laude$ tuae fint, is the lively and judicious ad- 
vice of St. Jcrpm. 

of 
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of a vidorious army. The next day after his c h a p. 

xxvii 
arrival, he fummoned Damophilus to his pre- 

fence; and offered thaf Arian prelate the hard 
alternative of fubfcribing the Nicene creed, or of 
inftantly refigning, to the orthodox believers, the 
ufe and poffeffion of the epifcopal palace, the 
rathedral of St. Sophia, and all the churches 
of Conftantinople. The zeal of Damophilus, 
which in a Catholic faint would have been juflly 
applauded, embraced, without hefitation, a life 
of poverty and exile '^ , and his removal was im^ 
mediately followed by the purification of the Im« 
peiial city. The Arians might complain, with 
fome appearance of juAice, that an inconfiderable 
congregation of fe£laries fhould ufurp the hun- 
dred churches, which they were infufficient to fill: 
whilft the far greater part of the people wa$ 
cruelly excluded from every place of religious 
worfbip. Theodofius was ftill inexorable : but 
as the angels who protected the Catholic caufe, 
were only vifible to the eyes of faith, he prudently 
reinforced thofe heavenly legions, with the more 
efFeftual aid of temporal and carnal weapons : and 
the church of St. Sophia was occupied by a large 
body of the Imperial guards. Jf the mind of Gre- 
gory was fufceptible of pride, he muft have 
felt a very lively fatisfaftion, when the emperor 
condufted him through the flreets in folemn 
triumph; and, with his own b^nd^ refpedfuUy 

37 Socra(es (1. v. c. 7.)ind Sozomcn (1- vii, c. 5.) relate the evangelical 
words and adiions of Damophilus without a word of approbation. He 
confidered, fays Socrates, that it is difficult tp rtfifi the powerful : but it 
vas faf/y and would have been profitabk, to/ubmit, 

(Q 4 placed 



24 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, placed him on the archicpifcopal throne of Con^ 
V— ^,-i-J ftantinople. But the faint (who had not fubdued 
the imperfeftions of human virtue) was deeply 
affected by the mortifying confideration, that his 
entrance into the fold was that of a wolf, rather 
than of a fliepherd : that the glittering arms, 
which furrounded his perfon, were neceflary for 
his fafety ; and that he alone was the objed of the 
imprecations of a great party, whom, as men and 
citizens, it was impoflible for him to defpife. He 
beheld the innumerable multitude of either fex, 
and of every age, who crowded. the ftreets, the 
windows, and the roofs of the houfes ; he heard 
the tumultuous voice of rage, grief, aftonifhment, 
and defpair ; and Gregory fairly confeffes, that on 
the memorable day of his inftallatiqn, the capital 
of the Eaft wore the appearance of a city taken by 
florm, and in the hands of a Barbarian con- 
queror '*• About fix weeks afterwards, Theodo- 
fius declared his refolution of expelling from all 
the churches of his dominions, the bifliops and 
their clergy, who fhould obftinately refufe to be- 
lieve, or at leaft to profefs, the dofirine of the 
In the Eaft,. couucil of Nicc. His lieutenant Sapor was armed 
Jan. io. '' with the ample powers of a general law, a fpecial 
commiflion, and a military force ^'j and this ^. 



J? See Gregory Nazianzcn, torn. ii. dc Viti fuA, p. 21, 22. For the fake 
of poftcrty, the biftiop of Cor.ftant.r pic records a (lupendouti prodigy, in 
the month of November, it was a cloudy morning, but the fun brckc fortn, 
when the proce^Tion entered the church. 

)9 Of the three ecclefiaAical hiftoiians, Theodoret alone (1. v. c. 2.) has 
mentioned this important commirTion of Sapor, which TiUcmont (Hid. des 
Empercurs, torn. v. p. 728.) j»»dicioufly rtmovcs, from the reign ofOrat^an^ 
tti that of TiteodoAus, 



^ . clefiaftical 
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(plefiaftical revolution was conduced with fo much chap. 
^ifcretion and vigour, that the feh'gion of .the 
emperor was eftabliflicd, without tumult, or blood- 
fted, in all the provinces of the Eaft. The writ- 
ings of the Arians, if they had been permitted to 
exift^% would perhaps contain the lamentable 
ftory of the perfccuiion, which afflifted the church 
imder the reign of the impious Theodofius ; and 
the fufFcrings of their holy confeflbrs might claim 
the pity of the difmterefted reader. Yet there ig 
reafon to imagine, that the violence of zeal and 
revenge was, in forae meafure, eluded by the want 
of refiftance ; and that, in their adverfity, the 
Arians difplayed much le& firmnefs, than had been 
exerted by the orthodox party under the reigns of 
Conftantius and Valens. The moral charafter 
and condud of the hoftile feds appear to have 
been governed by the fame common principles of 
pature and religion : but a very material circum- 
fiance may be difcovered, which tended to dif- 
tinguifli the degrees of their theological faith. 
Both parties in the fchools, as well as in the 
temples, acknowledged and worlhipped the divine 
majefty of Chrift ; and, as we are always prone 
Xo impute our own fentiinents and paiTions to the 
Deity, it would be deemed more prudent and 
refpeftful to exaggerate, than to circumfcribe, the 
adorable perfedions of the Son of God. The 
difciple of Athanafius exulted in the proud con- 
fidence, that he h^d entitled himfelf to the divine 

40 I do not reckon PhIlof\orglus, though he mentions (1. ix. c. 19.) the 
cxpulllon of Damophilus. The tuoomlaa hiilonan ha» bctn carefully 
ftratncd through an orthodox ficve. 

favour ; 
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CHAP, fevour ; while the follower of Arius muft have 

XXVII. 

v„^,-i^. been tormemed, by the fecret apprehenfion, that 
he was guilty, perhaps, of an unpardonable offence, 
by the fcanty praife, and parfimonious honours, 
which he beftowed on the Judge of the World. 
The opinions of Arianifm might faiisfy a cold 
and fpeculative mind ; but the doftrine of the 
JNicene Creed, mofl powerfully recommended by 
the merits of faith and devotion, was much better 
adapted to become popular and fuccefsful in a 
believing age. 

Th€councU 'j'jjg hopg that truth and wifdom would be 

CtConiUn- ^ ^ 

tinopic, fpund in the aflemblies of the orthodox clergy. 
May/ induced the emperor to convene, at Conftanti- 
Tiople, a fynod of one hundred and fifty bifhops, 
who proceeded, withqut much difficulty or delay, 
to complete the theological fyftem which had 
been eftablifhed in the council of Nice. The 
vehement difputcs of the fourth century had been 
chiefly employed on the nature of the Son of 
God ; and the various .opinions, which were em. 
braced concerning the Second^ were extended and 
transferred, by a natural analogy, to the Thirds 
perfon of the Trinity *'. Yet it was found, or it 
was thought, neceflary, by the vidtorious adver. 
faries of Atianifm, to explain the anibiguous laur 



4< Le Clcrc has given a curious extraft (Bibliotbeque Univerfellr, 
lorn, xviii. p. 91—105.) of the theological fermons which Gregory 
.Nazianzen p^onounce^1 at Conftantinoplc againft the Arians, Euno- 
mians, Macedonians, &c. He teili the Macedonians, who delfie<| 
the Father and the Son, without the Holy Choft, that they might as 
well be ftylcd Tritbeifiiy as Dittetfts» Gregory himfelf was almoft « 
TrttbeiH -, wfid bis monarchy of beavt;n refemblfs a wpU-regyUtcd ariitor 
tracy. 
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^age oF /ome refpeftable doftors ; to confirm chap. 
the faith of the Catholics ; and to condemn an 
unpopular and inconfiftent feft of Macedonians ; 
who freely admitted that the Son was confubllan- 
tial to the Father, while they were fearful of feem- 
ing to acknowledge the exiftence of Three Gods% 
A final and unanimous fentence was pronounced 
to ratify the equal Deity of the Holy Ghoft ; the 
myfterious doftrine has been received by all the 
nations, and all the churches of the Chriftian 
world; and their grateful reverence has aflignea 
to the bifliops of Theodofius, the fecond rank 
among the general councils **. Their knowledge 
of religious truth may have been preferved by tra* 
dition, or it may have been communicated by 
infpiration ; but the fober evidence of hiftory 
will not allow much weight to the perfonal au» 
thority of the Fathers of Conftantinople. In an 
age, when the ecclefiaftics had fcandaloufly dege- 
nerated from the model of apoftolical purity^ 
the moft worthlefs and corrupt were always the 
mod eager to frequent, and difturb, the epifcopal 
aflemblies. The conflift and fermentation of fo 
many oppofite interefts and tempers inflamed the 
paffions of the bifliops : and their ruling paffions' 
were, the love of gold, and the love of difpute. 
Many of the fame prelates who now applauded 
the orthodox piety of Theodofius, had repeatedly 
changed^ with prudent flexibility, their creeds 

4» The firft general conncU of Con/Untlnople now triumphs in th^ 
Vatican ; but the popes had long befitatcd, and their hefitation perplexesj 
and alinoft fta^sers, the humble Tillemont (Mem* £cc!ef. torn* ix. p. 499^ 

and 
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CHAP, and opinions ; and in the various revolutions of 
the church and ftate, the religion of their fove- 
reign was the rule of their obfequious faith. 
When the emperor fufpended his prevailing influ- 
ence, the turbulent fynod was blindly impelled, 
by the abfurd or felfifli motives of pride, hatred, 
and refentment. The death of Meletius, which 
happened at the council of Conftantinople, pre- 
fented the mod favourable opportunity of termi- 
nating the fchifm of Antioch, by fuffering hk 
aged rival, Paulinus, peaceably to end his days 
in the epifcopal chair. The faith and virtues of 
Paulinus were unblemiflied* But his caufe was 
fupported by the Weftern churches; and the 
biftiops of the fynod refolved to perpetuate the 
xnifchiefs of difcord, by the hafly ordination of a 
perjured candidate*', rather than to betray the 
imagined dignity of the £a(l, which, had been 
illuftrated by the birth and death of the Son of 
God* Such unjuft and diforderly proceedings 
forced the graved members of the affembly to 
dilTent and to lecede ; and the clamorous ma* 
jority, which remained makers of the field of 
battle, could be compared only to wafps or mag- 
pies, to a flight of cranes, or to a flock of geefe ^. 

A fi^t 

41 Before the death of Meletius, fix or eight of his moft popular ecclefi. 
aAics, among whom was Flavian, had ahjured, for the fake of peace, the 
biftiopric of Antioch (Sozomcn, 1. vii. 0.3. ii. Socrates, 1. v* c 5.). 
Tillcmont thirks it his duty to difbelteve the (lory ; but he owns that there 
are many c ire um fiances in the life of Flavian, which ^nn incon/iAent nvith 
the pratfes of Chryfoflom, and the charatler of a fatnc (M^m. Ecclcf. 
to-n. X. p. 54(.)* 

44 Confult Gregory Natianzen, de VitJ fui, torn. ii. p. 15— 18, His 
j;t iierul and particular opinion of the clergy and their aHemblies may be Tern 
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A fufpicion may poflibly arife, that fo uttfas cf^AP^ 
vourable a pidure of ecclefiaftical fynods has been \^,^,^^ 
drawn by the partial hand of fome obdinate here* ^^*'^*' ^^ 
dc, or fome malicious infidel. But the name of N^zianzen, 
the (incere hiftorian who has conveyed this in- * ^ ** 
ftrudive leffon to the ^ knowledge of pofterity, 
muft (ilence the impotent murmurs of fuperftition 
and bigotry. He was one of the mod pious and 
eloquent bifhops of the age ; a faint and a doctor 
of the church ; the fcourge of Arianifm, and the 
pilhr of the orthodox faith ; a diftinguiflied mem- 
ber of the council of Conftantinople, in which, 
after the death of Meletius, he exercifed the 
fun£tions of prefident : in a word— Gregory Na- 
zianzen himfelf* The harih and ungenerous 
treatment which he experienced^', inftead of 
derogating from the truth of his evidence, affords 
an additional proof of the fpirit which actuated 
the deliberations of the fynod* Their unanimous 
fttffrage had confirmed the pretentions which the 
bifhop of Conftantinople derived from the choice 
of the people, and the approbation of the em- 
peror. But Gregory foon became the viftim of 
malice and envy. The bifliops of the Eaft, his 
ftrenuous adherents, provoked by his moderation 

ID wde aod |iroie (torn. i. orat. i. p. 33. epift. It. p. S14. torn. ii. 
camKH X. p St.)- Such paflagee arc faintly marked by TUlcmonCj and 
£hrly produced by Le Clerc. 

45 Sec G1CS017, i«m. ii. dc Vitl foi, p.'iS— 31. The fourteenth^ 
Cwency.icvciithy and thirty .(ccond orations were pronovnced in the feveral 
ftagca of this bvfincfti Tbt peroration of the laft (torn. i. p. 5aS.)» in 
«Much he takes a foiemn leave of men and angels; the city and the emperor, 
Cbc JEaft aod cbe Weil, to* it pathetic, and almoft fyblioie. 

In 
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CHAP, in the affairs of Aniioch, abandoned him, without 
fupport to the adverfe faftion of the Egyptians; 
who difputed the validity of his eledion, and 
rigoroufly afferted the obfolete canon, that pro- 
hibited the licentious prad^ce of epifcopal tranfla- 
tions. The pride, or the humility, of Gregory 
prompted him to decline a conteft which might 
have been imputed to ambition and* avarice ; and 
he publicly offered, not without fome mixture of 
indignation, to renounce the government of a 
church, which had been reftorcd, and almoft 
created, by his labours. His refignation was 
accepted by the fynod, and by the emperor, with 
more readinefs than he feems to have expeded. 
At the time when he might have hoped to enjoy 
the fruits of his vidory, his epifcopal throne was 
filled by the fenator Neclarius ; and the new arch^ 
bifliop, accidentally recommended by his eafy 
temper and venerable afpeft, was obliged to delay 
the ceremony of his confecration, till he had 
previoufly difpatched the rites of hts baptifm^. 
After this remarkable experience of the ingrati- 
tude of princes and prelates, Gregory retired 
once more to his obfcure folitude of Cappadocia ; 
where he employed the remamder of his life, 
about eight years, in the exercifes of poetry and 
devotion. The title of Saint has been adided to 



46 The whimfical ordination of Ne^rias is tttefted by Soiofnen 
(I. vii. c. 8.; } but Tillcmont observes (Mem. Ecdef. torn. ix. p. 7i90» 
iVp:«s tout, ce nane de Sozoaienc eft fi honteux pour tous ceux t^u'il f 
jnclc, et furtout pour Theodofcy quUl vaut mievx travaiUer i k dttruire^ 
qu*a ie foucenir ; an admirable canon of critisifin, 

his 
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his name ; but the tendernefs of his heart *^, and chap. 
the elegance of his genius, refleft a more pleafing ^^^^j jj 
luftre on the memory of Gregory Nazianzen. 

It was not enough that Theodofius had fup- E^ii^iaor 
preffed the infolent reign of Arianifm, or that he againft ttw 
had abundantly revenged the injuries which thfe "a*d* 
Catholics fuftained from the zeal of Conftantius 3*0—394- 
and Valens. The orthodox emperor confidered 
CYcry heretic as a rebel againft the fupreme powers 
of heaven, and of earth ; and each of thofe powers 
might exercife their peculiar jurifdiflion over the 
Ibul and body of the guilty. The decrees of the 
council of Conftantinople had aicertained the true 
ftandard of the faith ; and the ecclefiaftics, who 
governed the confcience of Theodofius, fuggefted 
the roofl effectual methods of perfecution. In 
the ipacc of fifteen years, he promulgated at leaft 
fifteen fevere edifts agaihft the heretics *' ; more 
efpecially againft thofe who rejefted the doftrine 
of the Trinity ; and to deprive them of every 
hope of efcape, he fterhly enafted, that if any 
laws, or refcripts, Ihould be alleged in their 
favour, the judges (hould confider them as the ille- 
gal produdions either of fraud, or forgery. The 
penal ftatutes were directed againft the miniders, 
the aflemblies, and the perfons, of the heretics ; 
and the pafiions of the legiilator were expreflfed 

47 I can ortly be underftood to mean, that fuch was bis natural 
tenper; when it was not hardened, or inflamed, by riligioos zeal. 
Fnxn his retirement^ he exhorts Ncaariua to profecate tlie heretics o€ 
Conftantinople. 

4« Stc «hc Theodoflan Code, 1. xvi, tit. i^. leg. 6—23., with Gode- 
infs dbromeniary on each law, and his s^neral fummaryy or Faratidon, 
torn. vl^. 104-^izo. 

\ .0 in 
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in the language of declamation and inve^lfve^ 
i. The heretical teachers, who ufurped the facred 
titles of Bifliops, or Prelbyters, were not only ex* 
eluded from the privileges and emoluments to 
liberally granted to the orthodox clergy, but they 
were expofed to the heavy penalties of exile and 
confifcation, if they prefumed to preach the doflrine, 
or to pradife the rites, ,of their accurfed fefts. A 
fine of ten pounds of gold (above four hundred 
pounds fterling) was impofed on every perfoti 
who (hould dare to confer, or receive, or pro- 
mote, an heretical ordination : and it was reafod- 
ably expe£led, that if the race of paftors could be 
extinguiflied, their helplefs flocks would be com- 
pelled, by Ignorance and hunger, to return within 
the pale of the Catholic church. II. The rigor- 
ous prohibition of conventicles was carefully ex- 
tended to every poffible circumftance, in which 
the heretics could aifemble with the intention of 
worfliipping God and Chrift according to the 
dictates of their confcience. Their religious 
meetings, whether public or fecret, by day of by 
night, in cities or in the country, were Cijualty 
profcribed by the edicls of Theodofius ; and the 
building or ground, which had been ufed for that 
illegal purpofe, was forfeited to the Imperial do- 
main. III. It was fuppofed, that the error of 
the heretics could proceed only from the Obflinate 
tamper of their minds ; and that fuch a temper 
was a fit objeft of cenfure and punifliment. Tlie 
anathemas of the church were fortified by a fon 
of civil excommunication ; which feparaced them 
from their fellow-citizens, by a peculiar brand of 

infamy j 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 33 

infamy; and this declaration of the fupreme ma- chap. 
giftrate tended to juftify, or at leaft to excufe, the v-S^ 
infults of a fanatic populace. The fedaries were 
gradually difqualified for the pofleffion of honour- 
able, or lucrative, employments ; and Theodofius 
was fatisfied with his own juftice, when he decreed, 
that as the Eunomians diftinguiflied the nature 
of the Son from that of the Father, they ihould 
be incapable of making their wills, or of receiv- 
ing any advantage from teftamentary donations. 
The guilt of the Manichaean herefy was efteemed 
of fuch magnitude, that it could be expiated only 
by the death of the offender ; and the £une capital 
punifhment was inflided on the Audians, or ^uar^ 
fodedmam^y who (hould dare to perpetrate the 
atrocious crime, of celebrating, on an improp^ 
day, the feftival of Eafter. Every Roman might 
exercife the right of public accufation; but the 
office of Inquifitor of the Faith, a name fo deferv- 
edly abhorred, was firft inftituted under the reign 
of Theodofius. Yet we are affured that the , exe- 
cution of his penal edids was feldom enforced ; 
and that the pious emperor appeared lefs defirous 
to punifh, than to reclaim, or terrify, his refradory 
fubjeas**. 

The theory of perfecution was eftablifhed by Execution 
Theodofius, whofe juftice and piety have been j^In and'bit 
applauded by the faints j but the praftice of it, ^S^^f*"' 

49 They always kq>t their Eafter, like the Jewi(h PafTover, jon the four- 
teenth 4ay oi cbe Mi taowi aiter the vernal equinox j and thus f^rUnacioufly 
oppdcd the Roman church and Nicene fynod, whkh h^A fixed Eafter to a 
Sunday. Bingham*) Anti<|uitics, L xx. c 5. vol. U. p. 309, fol« edit. 

5« SozoDien, 1. vU. c. 12* 

VouV. D iu 
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CHAP, in the fulled extent, was referved for his rival and 

XXVII* 

y^^^.^f colleague Maximus, the firft, among the Chriftian 
princes, who (bed the blood of his Chriftian 
fubjedls, on account of their religious opinions* 
The caufe of the Priftillianifts '', a recent fed of 
heretics, who difturbed the provinces of Spain, 
was transferred, by appeal, from the fynod of 
Bourdeaux to the Imperial confiftory of Treves j 
and by the fentence of the Praetorian prasfe^, 
feven perfons were tortured, condemned, and 
executed. The fir ft of thefe was Prirdllian** 
himfelf, bifhop of Avila *', in Spain ; who adorned 
the advantages of birth and fortune, by the ac- 
compliftiments of eloquence and learning. Two, 
prefbyters, and two deacons, accompanied their 
beloved mafter in his death, which they eft;eemed 
as a glorious martyrdom ; and the number of re- 
ligious vidims was completed by the execution of 
Latronian, a poet, who rivalled the fame of the 
ancients ; and of Euchrocia, a noble matron of 
Bourdeaux, the wido .v . of the orator Delphi- 

S* Sec the Sacred Kirtory of Su!;):cios Scverus (I. ii. p. 437— 45*. edit. 
Lugil. fJat. 1647. )» a coned anJ oil^inal writer* Dr. Laidner (CredibiUty, 
^cc. p-irt it. vol. ix. p. 256—350.) Um lal^ourid this article, with pure leain- 
ii g, gocd ftnfi, r.nd modcraiioiv TilJcmonl (Mem» Ecclef. torn. viii. 
p. 491—527.) has Hiked to^ctl.cr all ilic dirt of the fathers; an ufefui fca- 

51 Scvcrus Sulpichis mentions the arch-heretic with eftcem and phf. 
Fxlix profcdoy fi non pravolludio con umpifler optimum ingcnium: prorfus 
rr.ulta in eo anlmi ct corpcns bona ctrueres (Hift. Sacra, 1. ii. p. 439. )• 
Fvcn Jercrti (torn. i. in bcfipc. Ecdcf. p. 302.) fpeaks with temper of PriT- 
ciDiatiand Latronian. 

?J The hifhopric (in Old Cadile) is now worth 20,000 duetts a year 
(FufcliinR's Geography, vol. ii. p. ^oS.), and is therefore aittcb lefs likel/ 
to pioducc tiie author of a new herefy. 

dius. 
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diua **• Two bifhops, who had embraced the c h a p. 
fentiments of Prifcillian, were condemned to a ^'^^"" 
diftant and dreary exfle " ; and fome indulgence 
was ihewn to the meaner criminals, who alTumed 
the merit of an early repentance. If any credit 
could be allowed to confeflions extorted by fear 
or pain, and to vague reports, the offspring of 
malice and credulity, the herefy of the Prifcil- 
lianifts would be found to include the various 
abominations of magic, of impiety, and of lewd- 
ne[s^\ Prifcillian, who wandered about the 
world in the company of his fpiritual fillers, was 
accufed of praying ftark-naked in the midft of 
the congregation ; and it was confidently aflerted, 
that the effects of his criminal intercourfe with the 
daughter of Euchrocia, had been fupprefled, 
by means ftill more odious and criminal. . But 
an accurate, or rather a candid, enquiry, will dif- 
cover, that if the Prifcillianifts violated the laws 
of nature, it was not by the licentioufhefs, but by 
the aufterity, of their lives. They abfolutely con- 
demned the ufe of the marriage-bed; and the 
peace of families was often difturbed by indifcreet 
feparations. They enjoined, or recommended, a 
total abftinence from ail animal food ; and their 

f4 Ezproibabatur mullerj viduae nimU religio> ct dUigemiQS cttltt divtnint 
(P«cat. in Panegyr. Vet. xU. 29 ). Such was the idea of a homanef though 
Jgnoraiit> polythetft. 

fs Ooe of them was fcnt in Syllinam iniblam que ukni Britanniam ell. 
What mail have been the ancient condition of the rocks of Scilly (Cainbdeu*s 
Britaooiay voL ii. p. 1519.} ? 

56 The fcandalous calumnies of Auguftin, Pope Leo, Ac which TiJlemont 
tmJkfws like a child, and Lardner refutes like a man, may fugged foiiie 
I fufpicions in favour of the older Gnoftipi* 

J) 2 continual 
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CHAP, continual prayers, fafts, and vigils, inculcated a 
rule of ftria and perfeft devotion. The fpe- 
culativc tenets of the feft, concerning the perfon of 
Chrift, and the nature of the human foul, were 
derived from the Gnoftic and Manichasan fyftem ; 
and this vain philofophy, which had been tranf- 
ported from Egypt to Spain, was ill adapted to 
the groffer fpirits of the Weft, The' obfcure dif- 
ciples of Prifcillian fuffered, languifhed, and gra« 
dually difappeared : his tenets were rejected by 
the clergy ahd people, but his death was the fub« 
]€& of a long and vehement controverfy ; while 
fome arraigned, and others applauded, the juftice 
of his fentence. It is with pleafure that we can 
obferve the^ humane inconfiftency of the mod 
illuftrious faints and bifhops, Ambrofe of Milan '% 
and Martin of Tours ^' ; who, on this occaiion, 
aflerted the caufe of toleration. They pitied the 
unhappy men, who had been executed at Treves ; 
ihty refufed to hold communication with their epif- 
copal murderers ; and if Martin deviated from that 
generous refolution, his motives were laudable, 
and his repentance was exemplary. The bifhops 
of Tours and Milan pronounced, without hefita- 
tion, the eternal damnation of heretics ; hut they 
were furprifed, and (hocked, by the bloody image 
of their temporal death, and the honeft feelings of 

S7 Ambrof. torn. it. epift. xxiv. p. 891* 

S< In the Sacred Hiftory, and the life of St. Maitito, Sulpleiii» Se^erus 
ufes fome caution ; but he dectarea himfelf more freely in the Dialogtws 
(Ui. 15). Martin was reproved, however, by his ovwi confciencc» and by 
an angel} nor could be afterwards perform miracles with fo much eafe. 

nature 
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nature refitted ihe artificial prejudices of theology, chap. 
The humanity of Ambrofe and Martin was con- ^3^^^ 
firmed by the fcandalous irregularity of the pro- 
ceedings againft Prifdllian, and his adherents. 
The civil and ecclefiaftical minifters had tranf- 
greffed the limits of their refpe£live provinces. 
The fecular judge had prefumed to receive an 
appeal, and to pronounce a definitive fentence, 
in a matter of feith and epifcopal jurifdiaion. 
The bifliops had difgraced themfelves, by exer- 
dfing the funftion of accufers in a criminal pro- 
.fecution- The cruelty of Ithacius'*, who beheld 
the tortures, and folicited the death, of the heretics, 
provoked the juft indignation of mankind; and 
die vices of that profligate bifhop were admitted 
as a proof, that his zeal was inftigated by the for- 
did motives of intereft. Since the death of Prif- 
ciUian, the rude attempts of perfecution haVe 
been refined and metbodifed in the holy office, 
which aifigns their diftin£t parts to the ecclefiafti- 
cal and fecular powers, The devoted vidim is 
regularly delivered by the prieft to the magiftrate, 
and by the magiftrate to the executioner; and 
the inexorable fentence of the church, which de- 
clares the fpiritual guilt of the offender, is ex- 
preflfed in the mild language of pity- and inter- 
ceilion. 

Among the ecclefiaftics, who illuftrated the Ambrofe, 
reign of Theodofius, Gregory Nazianzen was dif. ^""^^^ 
tinguiihed by the talents of an eloquent preacher ; ^j). 

S9 The CathoRc prcfbytcr (Suip. Sever* 1. ii. p. 448. )» and the pagan 
Orator (Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet. xiL 0909 reprobate, with equal indisnation^ 
UK chara^r and coodud of Idiacius. 

D 3 the 
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c H A !>. the reputation of miraculous gifts added weight 
and dignity to the monadic virtues of Martin of 
Tours ^° ; but the palm of epifcopal vigour and 
ability was juftly claimed by the intrepid Am- 
brofe **. He was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans ; his father had exercifcd the im- 
portant office of Praetorian praefeft of Gaul ; and 
the fon, after paffing through the ftudies of a 
liberal education, attained, in the regular grada- 
tion of civil honours, the ftation of confular of 
Liguria, a province which included the Imperial 
refidence of Milan. At the age of thirty-four, 
and before he had received the facrament of bap- 
tifm, Ambrofe, to his own furprife, and to that of 
the world, Was fuddcnly transformed from a go- 
vernor to an archbiOiop. Without the leaft mix- 
ture, as it is faid, of art or intrigue, the whole 
body of the people unanimoufly faluted him with 
the epifcopal title ; the concord and perfeverance 
of their acclamations were afcribed to a prseter- 
natural impulfe ; and the reluctant magiflrate was 
compelled to undertake a fpiritual office, for which 
he was not prepared by the habits and occupations 
of his former life. But the adive force of his 
genius foon qualified him toezercife, with zeal 



^ The life of St Martin, and the Dialogues concerning h!s miracles, 
oontain fads adapted to the grplfeft baibartfrn^ in • ftyk Hoc unworthy of 
ths Auguftan age. So natural is the alliance between good tafte and gocd 
i^nfe, that I am always aftonittied by this contraft. 

6x The ftort and fuperficialiife of St. Ambrofe, by his deacon Paulinus 
(Appendix ad edit. Benedid. p« i— xv.), has the merit of original evidence. 
Tillemont (Mem. Ecdcf. torn. z. p. 78^306.), and the Bcnedi^ioe editors 
(p. zzxt--lxiU.}9 bare Ubeofid with their iifual diligence. 

and 
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and prudence, the duties of his ecclcfiaftical jorif- 
diaion ; and, while he cheerfully renounced the 
vam and fplendid trappings of temporal greatneft, 
he condefcended, for the good of the church, to 
direft the confcience of the emperors, and to con- 
troul the adminiftration of the empire. Gratian 
loved and revered him as a father; and the ela* 
borate treatife on the faith of the Trinity, was 
defigned. for the inftruclion of the young prince. 
After his tragic death, at a time when the em- 
prefs Juftina trembled for her own fafcty, and 
for that of her fon Valentinian, the archbiftiop of 
Milan was difpatched, on two different embaifies, 
to the court of Treves. He exercifed with equal 
firmnefs and dexterity, the powers of his fpiritual 
and political charaders ; and perhaps contributed, 
by his authority and eloquence, to check the am- 
bition of Maximus, and to proteft the peace of 
Italy***. Ambrofe had devoted his life, and his 
abilities, to the fervice of the church. Wealth was 
the objeft of his contempt ; he had renounced his 
private patrimony; and he fold, without hefita- 
tion, the confecrated plate, for the redemption of 
captives. The clergy and people of l^ilan were 
attached' to therr archKifliop ; and he deferved 
the efteem, without foliciting the favour, or ap- 
prehending thcf difpleafure, of his feeble fovereigns. 

The government of Italy, and of the young Hisfucccfs. 
emperor, naturally devolved to his mother Juftina, i^Jn'^f^^JJi" 
a woman of beauty and fpirit, but who, in the *™p"^' 

A. 0/355, 

^* Ambrofe himfelf (torn. ii. eplft. xxiv. p. S88«— 891.) giVrs the em- April 3—. 
fcfor a very fpiritcd account of bis own embaflTy. -^pr** i^ 

D 4 midft 
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t 

cjM A P. midft of an orthodox people, had the mi8£>rtiine 
of profefling the Arian hcrefy, which flie cndea* 
voured to inftil into the mind of her fon. Juftina 
was perfu^d^, that a Roman emperor might 
claim, in his own dominions, the public exerdfe 
of his religion ; and flie propofed to the arch- 
bifliop, as a moderate and reafonable conceiSon^ 
that he ihould refign the ufe of a fmgle churchy 
dther in the city or fuburbs of Milan. But the 
conduct of Ambrofe was governed by tery dif- 
ferent principles'^. The palaces of the earth 
might indeed belong to Caefar ; but the churches 
were the houfes of God ; and, within the limits . 
of his diocefe, he himfelf, as the lawful fucceflbr 
of the apoftles, was the only minifter of God. The 
privileges of Chriftianity, temporal as well as fpi* 
ritual, were confined to the true believers; anci 
the mind of Ambrofe was fatisfied, that his own 
theological opinions were the ftandard of truth 
and orthodoxy. The archbifhop, who refufed to 
hold any conference, or negociation, with the in« 
ftruments of Satan, declared, with modeil firm* 
nefs, his refolution to die a martyr, rather ttian to 
yield to the impious fkcrilege; and Juftinai.who 
refented the refufal as an zdi of infolence and re- 
bellion, hailily determined to exert the In^erial 
prerogative of her fon. As flie defired to perform 
her public devotions on the approachipg feftival 

^1 His own reprefcnutlon of his principles and cond«a (torn. ii. epift. 
XX, xxi, xxil. p. 852— 8So.) is one of the curious monuments of eccleliafti- 
cal antiquity. Jt contains two letters to Ids fifter Maiceilina, wiili a pc^ 
tition to Valentlnian, and the fcrmon Je Baftlidi non tradendiu 

of 
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of Eafter, Atnbrofe was ordered to appear before chap. 

XXVIL 

the council. He obeyed the fummons with the v, 
refpefi of a faithful fubjed, but he was followed, 
without his confent^ by an innumerable people: 
they prefled, with impetuous zeal, againft the 
gates of the palace ; and the affrighted minifters 
of Valentinian, inftead of pronouncing a fentence 
of exile on the archbifliop of Milan, humbly re* 
quefted that he would interpofe his authority, to 
proted the perfon of the emperor, and to reftote 
the tranquillity of the capital. But the promifes 
which Ambrofe received and communicated, were 
foon violated by a perfidious court ; and, during 
fix of the moft folemn days, whiclv Chriftian piety 
has fet apart for the exercife of religion, the city 
was agitated by the irregular convulfions of tumult 
and ^aticifm. The officers of the houfehold 
were directed to prepare, firft, the Porttan, and 
afterwards,, the new, Bafilica^ for the immediate 
reception of the emperor, and his mother. The 
fplendid canopy and hangings of the royal feat 
were arranged in the cuftomary manner ; but it 
was found neceflary to defend them, by a ilrong 
guard, from the infalts of the populace. The 
Arian ecclefiaftics, who ventured to (hew them- 
felves in the flreets, were expofed to the moft 
imminent danger of their lives : and Ambrofe 
enjoyed the merit and reputation of refcuing his 
perfonal enemies from the hands of the enraged 
multitude. 

But while -he laboured to reftrain the effefts of 
their zeal, the pathetic vehemence of his fermons 
continually inflamed the angry and feditious tem- 

per 
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CHAP, per of the people of Milan. The charafters of 
Eve, of the wife of Job, of Jezebel, of Herodias, 
were indecently applied to the mother of the em- 
peror ; and her defire to obtain a church for the 
Arians, was compared to the moft cruel perfe- 
cutions which Chriftianity had endured under the 
reign of Paganifm. The meafures of the court 
ferved only to expofe the magnitude of the eviL 
A fine of two hundred pounds of gold was impofed 
on the corporate body of merchants and manu* 
fa£turers: an order was fignified, in the name of 
the emperor, to all the officers, and inferior fer- 
vants, of the courts of juftice, that, during the 
continuance of the public diforders, they Ihould 
ftri^ly confine themfelves to their houfes : and 
the miniflers of Valentinian imprudently con- 
fefled, that the moft refpeflable part of the citi- 
zens of Milan was attached to the caufe of their 
archbilhop. He was again folicited to reftorc 
peace to his country, by a timely compliance w/th 
the will of his fovereign. The reply of Am- 
brofe was couched in the moft humble and refpeft- 
ful terms, which might, however, be interpreted 
as a ferious declai'ation of civil wan ** His 
*' life and fortune were in the hands of the empe- 
^^ ror ; but he would never betray the church of 
" Chrift, or degrade the dignity of the epifcopal 
•• characler. In fuch a caufe, he was prepared 
** to fuffer whatever the malice of the dsemon 
*^ could inflift ; and he only wiflied to die in the 
** prefence of his faithful flock, and at the foot 
** of the altar ; he had not contributed to excite, 
" but it was in the power of God alone to 
I " appeafe. 
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** appcafe, the rage of the people : . he deprecated c *? a p. 
** the fcenes of blood and confafion, which were 
" likely to enfue ; and it was his fervent prayer, 
" that he might not furvive to behold the ruin of 
" a flourilhing city, and perhaps the defolation of 
*^ all Italy ^" The obftinate bigotry of Juftina 
would have endangered the empire of her fon, if, 
ia this conteft with the church and people of 
Milan, (he could have depended on the z&ivt 
obedience of the troops of the palace. A large 
body of Goths had marched to occupy the Bajilica^ 
which was the object of the difpute : and it. might 
be expefted from the Arian principles, and bar- 
barous manners, of thefe foreign mercenaries, 
that tfcey would not entertain any fcruples in the 
execution of the mofl fanguinary orders. They 
were encountered, on the facred threfliold, by the 
archbifhop, who, thundering againft them a fen- 
tence of excommunication, aflved them, in the 
tone of a father and a mafter, Whether it was to 
invade the houfe of God, that they had implored 
the hofpitable prdteftion of the republic ? The 
fufpenfe of the Barbarians allowed fome hours for 
a more effeftual negociation ; and the emprefs 
was perfuaded, by the advice of her wifefl couil- 
fellors, to leave the Catholics in pofTeifion of all 
the churches of Milan; and to diflemble, till a 

^ Retz had a fimilar meflage from the queeny to requcft that he would 
appcafe the tumult of Paris. It was no longer in his power, &c. A 
t)uoi j^ajoutai tout ce que vous pouvez vous imaginer dercfpe6(» de douleur^ 
de regret, ec de fonmifTfoiiy itc. (Mcmoires, torn. L p. 140.). Certainly 
1 do not compare either the caufes, or the men $ yet the coadjutor himfelf 
had f^me idea (p. %^) of imitating Sc Ambrofe, 

.more 
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CHAP, more convenient feafon, her intentions of revenge. 

^^^■^^^> The mother of Valentinian could never forgive 
the triumph of Ambrofej and the royal youth 
uttered a paflionate exclamation, that his own 
fervants were ready to betray him into the hands of 
an infolent pried. 

A. a 3?^ The laws of the empire, fome of which were 
' infcribed with the name of Valentinian, IJiircon- 
demned the Arian herefy, and feemed to excufe 
the refiftance of the Catholics, By the influence 
of Juftin, an edift of toleration was promulgated 
in all 'the provinces which were fubjeft to the 
court of Milan ; the free exercife of their religion 
was granted to thofe who profeffed the faith of 
Rimini ; and the emperor declared, that all per- 
sons who fhould infringe this facred and lalutary 
conftitution, (hpuld be capitally puniQied, as the 
enemies of the public peace**. The charafter 
a!kid language of the archbifliop of Milan may 
juftify the fufpicion, that his condudk foon afforded 
a reafonable ground, or at lead a fpecious pre- 
tence, to the Arian miniders, who watched the 
opportunity of furprlfing him in fome a£t of diC- 
obedience to a law, which he ftrangely reprefenta 
as a law of blood and tyranny. A fentence of 
eafy and honourable banifhment was pronounced^ 
which enjoined Ambrofe to depart from Milan 
without delay ; whilft it permitted him to chufe 
the place of his exile, and the number of his 
companions. But the authority of the faints, 
\vho have preached and pradifed the maxims of 

^? Sozomcn ak>ne (I. vli. c. 13.) tlirows this luminous fad. into a dark 
iind pcrpl;xed naiTattve. 

paffive 
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paffive loyalty, appeared to Ambrofe of lefs mo- chap. 
meat than the extreme and prefling danger of the '_r-,-J_f 
church. He boldly refufed to obey ; and his 
refufal was fupported by the unanimous confent 
of his faithful people **. They guarded by turns 
the perfon of their archbiOiop ; the gates of the 
cathedral and the epifcopal palace were flrongly 
fecured ; and the rnperial troops, who had formed 
the blockade, were unwilling to rifle the attack, 
of that impregnable fortreft. The numerous 
poor, who had been relieved by the liberality of 
Ambrofe, embraced the fair occafion of fignalizing 
their zeal and gratitude; and as the patience of 
the multitude might have been exhaufted by the 
length and uniformity of nodumal vigils, he 
prudently introduced into the church of Milan 
the ufeful inftitution of a loud and regular pfalm* 
ody. While he maintained this arduous con- 
teft, he was inftru£led, by a dream, to open the 
earth in a place where the remains of two martyrs, 
Gervafius and ProtaGus*^ had been depofitcd 
above three hundred years. Immediately under ' 
the pavement of the church two perfefl (keletons 
were found **, with the heads feparated from their 

bodies, 

^ Cxcobflbat pia plcbs in ecclefii mori panta cum epifcopo fuo . • • 
Not tdhac firigitU vxcaUbamur Umen civiuce attmiidl atquc tuibati. 
Avguftin. ConfeflMn. 1« ix. c. 7. 

67 Tillemooty Mem. Ecdef. torn. u. p. 7S. 49s. Many churches 
ia Italy, Oaul, Sec, were dedicated to thefe unknown martyri, of 
wbooa St. Cervafe feemi to have been more fortunate than his compa* 
cion. 

M Invenioius mire magnitudinis virot duos, ut prifca aeeas fercbac 
Tom. ii. epift. xxti. p. S75. Ttie fize of thefe ikektons wa» foitunatcJy, 
or ikiUiiUj, fuited to Jthc popular prejudice of the gradual decreafe of 

the 

»3 
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c H A p. bodies, and a plentiful effufion of blood. The 
holy relics were prefented, in folemn pomp, to 
the veneration of the people ; and every circum* 
ftance of this fortunate difcovery was admirably 
adapted to promote the defigns of Ambrofe. The 
bones of the martyrs, their blood, their garments, 
were fuppofed to contain a healing power ; and 
their prseternatural influence was^ communicated to 
the mod diftant objects, without lofmg any part 
of its original virtue. The extraordinary cure of 
a blind man*% and the reludant confeffions of 
feveral dscmoniacs, appeared to juftify the faith 
and fanclity of Ambrofe j and the truth *of thofc 
miracles is attefted by Ambrofe himfelf, by his 
fecretary Paulinus, and by his profelyte, the cele- 
brated Auguftin, who, at that time, profeflfed 
the art of rhetoric in Milan. The reafon of the 
prefent age may poflibly approve the incredulity 
of Juftina and her Arian court ; who derided the 
theatrical reprefentations, which were exhibited 
by the contrivance, and at the expence, of the 
archbi(hop^\ Their effeft, however, on the 
minds of the people was rapid and irrefiftible ; 
and the feeble fovereign of Italy found himfelf 

the human ftature; which has prevailed in every age fince the time of 
Homer. 

Grandiaque effoiTis mirabitar oifa fepulchrii. 

69 Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xxii. p. 875. Augoftto, Confef. 1. ix.'c. 7. de 
CLvitat. Dei, 1. xxii. c. 8. Pauiin. in Vitd St. Ambrof. c. 14. in Append. 
Bcnedidl. p. 4. The blind man*s name was Sever us ; he touched the holy 
garment, recovered his iight, and devoted the red of his life (at leaft 
twenty -^ve years) to the fervice of tlie church* I (hould recommend thU 
miracle to our divines, if it did not piove the worth ip of relics» as well as 
the Nicene creed. 

79 Pauiin. in v!t. St. Ambrofi c« 5. in Append. CcncdiQ. p. 5. 

unable 
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unable to contend with the favourite of heaven, chap. 

xxvn. 

The powers likewife of the earth interpofed in the y^,^^^^^ 

defence of Arabrofe; the difinterefted advice of 
Theodbfius was the general refult of piety and 
friendfliip ; and the maik of religious zeal con« 
cealed the hoftile and ambitious defigns of the 
tyrant of Gaul ^\ 

The reign of Maximus might have ended in Maximns 
peace and profperity, could he have contented itaiy, 
himfelf with the pofleflion of three ample coun* ^KyxyJu 
tries, which now conftitute rhe three moft flou- 
rifliing kingdoms of modern Europe. But the 
afpiring ufurper, whofe fordid ambition was not 
dignified by the love of glory and of arms, con- 
fidered his aftual forces as the indruments only 
of his future greatnefs, and his fuccefs was the 
immediate caufe of his deftru6lion. The wealth 
which he extorted '* from the oppreffed provinces 
of Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was employed in 
levying and maintaining a formidable army of 
Barbarians, collefted, for the moft part, from the 
fierceft nations of Germany. The conqueft of 
Italy was the objeft of his hopes and preparations ; 
and he fecretly meditated the ruin of an innocent 
youth, whofe government was abhorred and de- 
fpifed by his Catholic fubjefts. But as Maximus 
wiflied to occupy, without refiilauce, the paffes of 
the Alps, he received, with perfidious fmiles, 

71 TillemoM, Mem. Ecdef. Com. x. p* 190- 750. He paitialiy allows 
tU mediation of Theodofius } and capricioufly rejeAs that of Maximus, 
thoagb it is atcefted by I'rofper, Sozomepy and Theodore^. 

7* The modeft cenfurc of Sulpicius (D^ajoj. iii. 15.) infliAs a mttch 
d^pcr wound than the feeble declamation of Pacatqs (xii. 25, 36. )• 

Domninus 
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CHAP. Domnmus of Syria, the ambalTador of Valeiu 
tinian, and prefled him to accept the aid of a 
confiderable body of troops for the fervice of a 
Pannonian war. The penetration of Ambrofe 
|iad difcovered the fnares of an enemy under the 
profeffions of friendlhip " ; but the Syrian Dom- 
ninus was corrupted, or deceived, by the liberal 
favour of the court of Treves j and the council 
of Milan obftinately rejedted the fufpicion of dan- 
ger, with a blind confidence, which was the effefl, 
not of courage, but of fear. The march of the 
auxiliaries was guided by the ambaflador; and 
they were admitted, without diftruft, into the 
fortreffes of the Alps. But the crafty tyrant fol- 
lowed, with hafty and filent footfteps, in the rear; 
and, as he diligently intercepted all intelligence 
of his motions, the gleam of armour, and the duft 
excited by the troops of cavalry, firft announced 
the hoftile approach of a ftranger to the gates of 
Milan. In this extremity, Juftina and her fon 
might accufe their own imprudence, and the per- 
fidious arts of Maximus ; but they wanted time, 
and force, and refolution, to (land againft the 
Gauls and Germans, either in the field, or within 
the walls of a large and difaffeded city. Flight 
was their only hope, Aquileia their only refuge ; 
and as Maximus now difplayed his genuine cha- 
rader, the brother of Gratian might exped the 
fame fate from the hands of the fame aflaflin. 

Ti E/l tutior advcrfus iioaiinem, pacis itivolucro trgcntcm, was tlie 
M/'ifc caution of AnibroL- (turn. ii. p. ^91.)^ Alur Itis return from hU ilecond 
embafly* 

Maximus 
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Mazlmus entered Milan in triumph ; and if the chap. 

XXVII 

wife archbifliap refufed a dangerous and criminal 
connection with the ururper, he might indiredly 
contribute to the fuccefs of his arms, by incul- 
cating, from the pulpit, the duty of refignation, 
rather than that of refiftance ^\ The unfortunate 
Juftina reached Aquileia in fafety; but fhe dif- 
trufted the ftrength of the fortifications ; fhe 
dreaded the event of 1 fiege ; and (he refolved to 
implore the proteAion of the great Theodofius, 
whofe power and virtue were celebrated in all the 
countries of the Weft. A veffel was fecretly pro- 
vided to tranfport the Imperial family ; they 
embarked with precipitation in one of the obfcure 
harbours of Venetia, or Iftria; traverfed the 
whole extent of the Hadriatic and Ionian feas; 
turned the extreme promontory of Peloponnefus y 
and, after a long, but fuccefsful, navigation, re- 
pofed themfelves in the port of ThefTalonica. 
All the fubje£ls of Valentinian deferted the caufe FKghtof 
of a prince, who, by his abdication, had abfolved tiniao. 
them from the duty of allegiance ; and if the 
little city of ^mona, on the verge of Italy, had 
not prefumed to ftop the career of his inglorious 
vidory, Maximus would have obtained, without 
a ftrugglc, the fole poffeflion of the Wcftern em- 
pire* 

Inftead of inviting his royal guefts to the palace Theodofius 
of Conftantinople, Theodofius had fome unknown "^^/nVSife 
reafons to fix their refidence at Theffalonica : but *^^ y*i^"- 

' tinian, 

A. D. 327. 

74 Baronias (A. D. 387. N© 6j.) applies to thw fcafon pf public diftreft 
faoie of the penitential fcrmons of the arclibiihop* 

Vot. V. E thefe 
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CHAP, thefe reafons did not proceed from contempt or 
I indifference, as he fpeedily made a vifit to that 
city, accompanied by the greateft part of hU 
court and fenate. After the firft tender expref- 
fions of friendfhip and fympathy, the pious emperor 
of the Eaft gently admonifhed Juftina, that the 
guilt of herefy was fometimes punilhed in this 
world, as well as in the next ; and that the public 
profeifion of the Nicene faith would be the mofl: 
efficacious ftep to promote the reftoration of her 
fon, by the fatisfadion which it muft occafion 
both on earth and in heaven. The momentous 
queftion of peace or war was referred, by Theo- 
dofius, to the deliberation of his council; and 
the arguments which might be alleged on the fide 
of honour and juftice, had acquired, fince the 
death af Gratian, a confiderable degree of addi- 
tional weight. The perfecution of the Imperial 
family, to which Theodofius himfelf had been in- 
debted for his fortune, was now aggravated by 
recent and repeated injuries. Neither oaths nor 
treaties could reftrain the boundlefs ambition of 
Maximus ; and the delay of vigorous and decifive 
meafures, inflead of prolonging the blefSngs of 
peace, would expofe the eaflern empire to the 
danger of an hoflile invafion. The Barbarians, 
who had pafTed the Danube, had lately affumed 
the charafter of foldiers and fubjefts, but their 
native fiercenefs was yet untamed; and the ope- 
rations of a war, which would exerdfe their valour^ 
and diminifh their numbers, might tend to relieve 
the provinces from an intolerable oppreffioiu 
Notwithilanding thefe fpecious and folid reafons, 

whicl^ 
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vhich were approved by a majority of the coun- chap. 
cil, Theodofius ftill hefitated, whether be fliould 
draw the fword in a conteft, which could no longer 
admit any terms of reconciliation ; and his mag« 
nanimous character was not difgraced by the ap« 
preheniions which he felt for the fafety of bis in- 
iant ions, and the welfare of his exhaufted people. 
In this moment of anxious doubt, while the fate 
of the Roman world depended on the refolution 
of a fingle man, the charms of the princefs Gaila 
moft powerfully pleaded the caufc of her brother 
Valentinian ^'. The heart of Theodofius was 
foftened by the tears of beauty ; his affedions 
were infenfibly engaged by the graces of youth 
and innocence ; the art of Juftina managed and 
direded theimpulfe of paffion; and the celebra* 
tion of the royal nuptials was the aiTurance and 
fignal of the civil wan The unfeeling critics^ 
who confider every amorous weaknefs as an in- 
delible ftain on the memory of a great and ortho- 
dox emperor, are inclined, on this occafion, to 
difpute the fufpicious evidence of the hiftorian 
Zo(imus# For my own part, I ihall frankly con- 
fefs, that I am willing to find, or even to feek, in the 
revolutions of the world, fome traces of the mild 
and tender fentimems of domeftic life; and, 
amidfl: the crowd of fierce and ambitious con- 
querors, I can diftinguifli, with peculiar com- 

7i The flight •fValentlnlan, and the love of Theodofius for his iifter^are 
related by Zofimus (l.W. p. »6s,a«4.). TiUemont produces feme weak 
and ambiguous evidence to antedate the fecond marriage of Theodofius 
(Hift, des Empcreurs, torn. v. p. 740- )» and confequently to refute ce» 
coatcs de Zofine^ qui ferment trop contnures \ la piete de Tfieodofe. 

E z placency. 
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CHAP, placenqr, a gentle hero, who may be fuppofed to 
receive his armour from the hands of love. The 
alliance of the Perfian king was fecured by the 
faith of treaties ; the martial Barbarians were per- 
fuaded to follow the ftandard, or to refpedt the 
frontiers, of an adive and liberal monarch ; and 
the dominions of Theodolius, from the Euphrates 
to the Hadriatic, refounded with the preparations 
of war both by land and fea. The Ikiiful dif« 
pofition of the forces of the Eaft feemed to mul- 
tiply their numbers, and diftraded the attention 
of Maximum. He had reafon to fear, that a chofen 
' body of troops, under the command of the in- 
trepid Arbogades, would direft their march 
along the banks of the Danube, and boldly pene- 
trate through the Rhaetian provinces into the 
centre of Gaul. A powerful fleet waa equipped 
in the harbours of Greece and Epirus, with an 
apparent defign, that as foon as a paflage had 
been opened by a naval victory, Valentinian, and 
his mother, (hould land in Italy, proceed, with- 
out delay, to Rome, and occupy the majeftic feat 
of religion and empire. In the mean while, 
Theodofius himfelf advanced at the head of a 
brave and difciplined army, to encounter his un- 
worthy rival, who, after the fiege of ^mona, had 
fixed his camp in the neighbourhood of Sifcia, a 
city of Pannonia, flrongly fortified by the broad 
and rapid ftream of the Save. 
Defeat tnd The Veterans, who ftill remembered the long. 
Miximus, refinance, and fucceffive refources, of the tyrant 
^^^^^' Magnentius, might prepare themfelves for the 
Au£uft. labours of three bloody campaigns. But the. con- 

13 teft 
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tcft with his fucceflbr, who, Bke him, had ururped ^ " ^ p. 
the throne of the Weft, was ealily decided in the 
term of two months '% and within the fpaceof 
two hundred miles. The fuperior genius of the 
emperor of the Eaft might prevail over the feeble 
Maximus; who, in this important crifis, (hewed 
himfelf deftitute of military (kill, or perfonal cou- 
rage; but the abilities of Theodofius were fe- 
conded by the advantage which he poflefled of a 
numerous and a£live cavalry. The Huns, the 
Aiani, and, after their example, the Goths them- 
felves, were formed into fquadrons of archers; 
who fought on horfeback, and confounded the 
fteady valour of the Gauls and Germans, by the 
rapid motions of a Tartar war. After the fatigue 
of a long march, in the heat of fummer, they 
fpurred their foaming horfes into the waters of 
the Save, fwam the river in the prefence of the 
enemy, and inftantly charged and routed the 
troops who guarded the high ground on the oppo- 
fite fide. Marcellinus, the tyrant's brother, ad- 
vanced to fupport them with the -feleft cohorts, 
which were confidered as the hope and ftrength 
of the army. The aftion, which had been inter- 
rupted by the approach of night, was renewed in 
the morning ; and, after a ftiarp conflid, the fur- 
viving remnant of the braveft foldiers of Maxi- 
mus threw down their arms at the feet of the con- 
queror. Without fufpending his march, to re- 
ceive the loyal acclamations of the citizens of 
JSmona, Theodofius preffed forwards, to ter- 

76 See Godefroy's ChFonology- of the Laws» Cod» Tbeodof. torn. i. 
p. XI9. 

£ J minate 
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CHAP, minate the w^r by the death or captivity of his 
*^^'^ rival, who fled before him with the diligence of 
fear. From the fummit of the Julian Alps, he de- 
fcended with fuch incredible fpeed into the plain 
of Italy, that he reached Aquileia on the evening of 
the firft day ; and Maximus, who found himfelf 
encompafled on all fides, had fcarcely time to ihut 
the gates of the city. But the gates could not 
long refift the effort of a victorious enemy ; and 
the defpair, the difafieftion, the indifference of 
the foldiers and people, haffened the downfal of 
the wretched Maximus, He wa^ dragged from 
his throne, rudely ftripped of the Imperial orna* 
xnents, the robe, the 4^2idcm^ and the purple 
flippers ; and conduded, like a malefactor, to the 
camp and prefence of Theodofius, at a place about 
three miles from Aquileia. The behaviour of 
the emperor was not intended to infult, and he 
Ihewed fome difpofition to pity and forgive, the 
tyrant of the Weft, who had never been his per* 
fonal enemy, and was now become the objed of 
his contempt. Our fympathy is the moft forcibly 
excited by the misfortunes to which we are ex- 
pofed; and the fpeftacle of a proucj competitor, 
now proftrate at his feet, could not fail of pro- 
ducing very ferious and folemn thoughts in the 
mind of the victorious emperor* But the feeble 
emotion of involuntary pity was checked by his 
regard for public juftice, and the memory of Gra* 
tian ; and he abandoned the viCtim to the pious 
zeal of the foldiers, who drew him out of the Im- 
perial prefence, and inftantly feparated his head 
from his body. The intelligence of his defeat 

ancl 
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and death vns received ^th fincere. or well- chap* 
difiembled, joy : his fon Vi£tor, on whom he had -,,-,-,0 
conferred the title of Auguftus, died by the order, 
perhaps by the hand, of the bold Arbogaftes; 
and all the military plans of Theodolius were - 
fuccefsfoUy executed. When he had thus ter« 
minated the civil war, with lefs difficulty and 
bloodfhed than he might naturally exped, he em- 
ployed the winter months of his refidence at 
Milan, to reftore the ftate of the afflided pro- 
vinces ; and esfrly in the fpring he made, after the 
example of Conftantine and Gonftantius, his 
triumphal entry into the ancient capital of the 
Roman empire '^ 

The orator, who may be filent without danger, virtues o£ 
may praife without difficulty, and without re- ThcodoOus. 
luQance^*; and pofterity will confefs, that the 
charafter of Theodofius ^*^ might furnifti the fub- 
jeft of a fincere and ample panegyric. The 
wifdom of his laws, and the fuccefs of his arms, 

n Bdides the faints tviiich maybe gathered from chronkWs an4 ccclefiaf* 
tkal biftory, Zo6mus (Liv. ^.259— 167.)9 Oroiius (L vii. c 35.) and Pa- 
catns (in Panegyr. Vet xii- 30—47.)} Supply the loofe and fcanty materials 
of thii civil war. Ambroie (tom.ii. epift. xL p. 951,953.) darkly alludes 
to the well-known events of a magazine furprifed, an adtoo at Petovio» a 
Sicilian, perhaps a naval, vtdory, &c. Aufonius, (p. 256. edit. Toll.) ap- 
phuds the peculiar merit, and good fortune, of Aquileia. 

7* ()aam promptum laudare principem, tarn tutum filulfle de principe 
(Pacat. in Panegyr. Vet xii. a.). Latinus Pacatus Drepanius, a native of 
Gaol, pronounced this oration at Rome (A. D. 388.). He was afterwards 
proconful of Africa ; and his friend Aufonius praifcs him as a poet, fccond 
onlj to VirgU. Sec Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, torn. v. p. 303. 

79 See the fair portrait of Theodofius, by the younger ViAor $ the Aroke$ 
are diilind, and the colours are mixed. The praife of Pacatus is too vague c 
md ClaudiaD always fcema afraid of exalting the father above the foiif 

£ 4 rendered 



55 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, rendered bis adminiftration refpedable in the eycc 
both of his fubjefks, and of his enemies. He 
loved and pradifed the virtues of domeftic life, 
which feldom hold their refidence in the palaces of 
kings* Theodofius was chafte and temperate ; he 
enjoyed, without excefs^ the fenfual and focial 
pleafures of the table ; and the warmth of his 
amorous paflions was never diverted from their 
lawful objefts. The proud titles of Imperial 
greatnefs were adorned by the tender names of a 
faithful hufband, an indulgent lather; his uncle 
was raifed, by his affedionate efteem, to the rank 
of a fecond parent : Theodofius embraced, as his 
own, the children of his brother and fifter j and 
the expreflions of his regard were extended to the 
mod diflant and obfcure branches of his nu- 
merous kindred. His familiar friends were ju- 
dicioufly feleded from among thofe perfons, who, 
in the equal intercourfe of private life, had ap- 
peared before his eyes without a mafk : the con- 
icioufnefs of perfonal and fuperior merit enabled 
him to delpife the accidental diftin£Uon of the 
purple; and he proved by his condud, that he 
had forgotten all the injuries, while he mofl grate- 
fully remembered all the favours and fervices, 
which he had received before he afcended the 
throne of the Roman empire. The ferious, or 
lively, tone of his converfation, was adapted to 
the age, the rank, or the charader, of his fub- 
jeds whom he admitted into his fociety ; and the 
affability of his manners difplayed the image of 
his mind. Theodofius refpe£led the fimplicity of 
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the good and virtuous ; every art, every talent, c H a p* 
of an ufeful, or even of an innocent, nature, was 
rewarded by his judicious liberality ; and, except 
the heretics, whom he perfecuted with implacable 
hatred, the diffufive circle of his benevolence was 
circumfcribed only by the limits of the human 
nee. The government of a mighty empire may 
alTuredly fuffice to occupy the time, and the abi« 
lines, of a mortal : yet the diligent prince, with- 
out afpiring to the unfuitable reputation of pro- 
found learning, always referved fome moments of 
his leilbre for the inftruftivc amufement of read- 
ing. Hiftory, which enlarged his experience, 
was his favourite ftudy. The annals of Rome, 
in the long period of eleven hundred years, pre- 
fented him with a various and fplendid pidure of 
human life ; and it has been particularly obferved, 
that whenever he perufed the cruel afls of Cinna, 
of Marius, or of Sylla, he warmly exprefled his 
generous deteftation of thofe enemies of humanity 
and freedom. His difinterefted opinion of paft 
events was ufefuUy applied as the rule of his own 
anions; and Theodofius has deferved the lingular 
commendation, that his virtues always feemed to 
expand with his fortune : the feafon of his pro- 
fpericy was that of his moderation ; and his cle« 
mency appeared the mod confpicuous after the 
danger and fuccefs of the civil war. The Moorifli 
guards of the tyrant had bten maflfacred in the 
firft heat of the vidory ; and a fmall number of 
the moil obnoxious criminals fuffered the punifli- 
(ne^t of th^ |awt But the emperor ihewed him- 

felf 
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CHAP, felf much more attentive to relieve the innocent, 
than to chaftife the guilty. The oppreffed fub- 
jeds of the Weft, who would [have deemed them- 
felves happy in the reftoration of their lands, were 
aftonifhed to receive a fum of money equivalent 
to their loifes ; and the liberality of the conqueror 
fupported the aged mother, and educated the 
orphan daughters, of Maximus*^. A charafter 
thus accompliihed, might almoft excufe the ex- 
travagant fuppofition of the orator Pacatus ; that, 
if the elder Brutus could be permitted to revifit 
the earth, the ftern republican would abjure, at 
the feet of Theodofius, his hatred of kings ; and 
ingenuoufly confefs, that fuch a monarch was the 
moft faithful guardian of the happinefs and dignity 
of the Roman people *'. 

Fattitsof Yet the piercing eye of the founder of the re- 
public muft have difcerned two eifential imper- 
feftions, which might, perhaps, have abated his 
recent love of defpotifm. The virtuous mind of 
Theodofius was often relaxed by Indolence "% and 
it was fometimes inflamed by paflion". In the 
purfuit of an important objed, his aftive courage 

to Ambrof. torn. ii. epift. xl. p. 955* Ptcatus, from the want of ikiU, 
or of couragcy omits this glorious circumiUnce. 

*x Pacac. in Panegyr. Vet. xii. ao, 

<> Zofimus, hiv. p.i7t> 271. His partial evidence is marked by an air 
cf candour and truth. Heobfervcs thefe viciffitudes of floth, and aQivity» 
not as a vice, but as a fingularity, in the charader of Theodofius. 

ts This choleric temper is acknowledged, and excufeds by ViQor. Sed 
babes (fiiys Ambrofe, indecent and manly language, to his fovereigii) naturae 
impetyra, quern fi quis lenire velit, cito vertcs ad mifericordiann : & quis 
ftimulet, in magis exfufcius, ut cum revocare vix poflis (torn. ii. epift. li« 
p. 998.). Theodofius (ClaiuL in iv. Ccmi; Hon. %%€p Icg.) exhorts liis fon to 
moderate bis anger. 

vas 
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was capable of the moft vigorous exertions ; but, chap. 
as foon as the defign was accompli/hed, or the _m-^^ 
danger was furmounted, the hero funk into in- 
glorious repofe ; and, forgetful that the time of a 
prince is the property of his people, religned him»- 
felf to the enjoyment of the innocent, but trifling, 
pleafures of a luxurious court. The natural di£- 
pofitioQ of Theodofius was hafty and choleric; 
and, in a flation where none could refift, and few 
would dilTuade, the fatal confequence of his re* 
fentment, the humane monarch was juftly alarmed 
by the confcioufnefs of his infirmity, and of bis 
power. It was the conftant ftudy of his life to 
fupprefs, or regulate, the intemperate fallies of 
paiSon i and the fuccefs of his efforts enhanced 
the merit of his clemency. But the painful vir- 
tue which claims the merit of viftory, is ex- 
pof^d to the danger of defeat ; and the reign of a 
wife and merciful prince was polluted by an a£t of 
cruelty, which would (lain the annals of Nero or 
Domitian. Within the fpace of three years, the 
inconfiftent hiftorian of Theodofius muft relate 
the generous pardon of the citizens of Antioch^ 
and the inhuipan maflacre of the people of TheC- 
falonica. 

The lively impatience of the inhabitants of An- Hiefedt- 
tioch was never fatisfied with their own fituation, Amiwh, 
or with the charadter, and conduft, of their fuc- A.D.3S7. 
cefTive fevereigns. The Arian fubjefts of Theo- 
dofius deplored the lofs of their churches ; and^ • 
as three rival bifhops difputed the throne of An- 
tioch, the' fentence which decided their pretenfions 

excited 
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c H A t». excited the murmurs of the two unfuccefsful con* 
,J^Jil^ gregations. The exigencies of the Gothic war, 
and the inevitable expence that accompanied the 
conclufion of the peace, had condrained the em« 
peror to aggravate the weight of the public im- 
pofuions ; and the provinces of Afia, as they had 
not been involved in the diftrefs, were the lefs 
inclined to contribute to the relief, of Europe. 
The aufpicious period now appro^iched of the 
tenth year of his reign ; a feftival more grateful to 
the foldiers, who received a Hberal donative, than 
to the fubjefls, whofe voluntary offerings had 
been long fince converted into an extraordinary 
and oppreffive burthen. The edids of taxation 
interrupted the repofe, and pleafures, of Antioch ; 
and the tribunal of the magiftrate was befieged by 
a fuppliant crowd ; who, in pathetic, but, at firdy 
in refpeftful, language, folicited the redrefs of 
their grievances. They were gradually incenfed 
hy the pride of their haughty rulers, who treated 
their complaints as a criminal refinance; their 
fatirical wit degenerated into fliarp and angry 
invedives; and, from the fubordinate powers 
cf government, the inveftives of the people 
infenfibly rofe to attack the facred charafter 
f*.sd. cf the emperor himfelf. Their fury, provoked 
by a feeble oppofition, difcharged itfelf on the 
images of the Imperial family, which were 
eredted as objeds of public veneration, in the 
moft confpicuous places of the city. The ftatues 
cf Theodofius, of his father, of his wife Flaccilla, 
of his two fons^ Arcadius and ({onorius, were 

iofoieutly 
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infolently thrown down from their pedeftals, c ff a p« 
broken in pieces, or dragged with contempt 
through the ftreets: and the indignities which 
were offered to the reprefentations of Imperial 
majedy, fufficiently declared the impious and 
treafonable wiflies of the populace. The tumult 
was almoft immediately fupprefled by the arrival 
of a body of archers ; and Antioch had leifure to 
Tt&cQ, on the nature and confequences of her 
crime *\ According to the duty of his office, 
the governor of the province difpatched a faithful 
narrative of the whole tranfa^on; while the 
trembling citizens intruded the confeflion of their 
crime, and the aflurance of their repentance, to 
th« zeal of Flavian their bifliop, and to the elo- 
quence of the fenator Hilarius, the friend, and, 
moft probably, the difciple, of Libanius; whofe 
genius, on this melancholy occalian, was not ufe« 
lefs to his country '^ But the two capitals, An* 
tioch and Conftantinople, were feparated by the 
diftance of eight hundred miles; and, notwith- 
ftanding the diligence of the Imperial pods, the 
guilty city was feverely punifhed by a long and 
dreadful interval of fufpence. Every rumour 
agitated the hopes and fears of the Antiochians, 
and they heard with terror, that their fovereign, 

t4 The Chriftians and Pagans agreed in believing, that the fedltion U 
Antjoch was excited by the demons. A gigantic woman (fays So^omen, 
1. vii. c. £3.) paraded the ilreets with a fcourge in her hand. An old man 
(iaya Libanius, Orat. xU p. 396.} transformed hlmfelf into a youth, then a 
boy,&c. 

*S Zofimuf , in his (hort and difingenuous account (!• iv. p. %s^$ >590» 
M ceruinly mifiaken tn fending Libanius hlmfelf to Conftantinople. Hit 
•wn orationc fix htm at Antiociu 

exafperated 
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CHAP, exafperated by the infult which had been offered 

XXVI i • 

^-^^■^ to his own ftatues, and, more efpecially, to thofe 
of his beloved wife, had refolved to level with the 
ground the offending city; and to maflacrcy 
without diftinftion of age or fex, the criminal 
inhabitants '* ; many of whom were aftually driven^ 
by their apprehenfions, to feek a refuge in the 
mountains of Syria, and the adjacent defert. . Ac 

Ifarcbfti. length, twenty-four days after, the fedition, the 
general Hellebicus, and Caefarius, mafter of the 
ofEces, declared the will of the emperor, and the 
fentence of Antioch. That proud capital was 
degraded from the rank of a city ; and the metro- 
polis of the Eaft, dripped of its lands, its privi- 
leges, and its revenues, was fubje6led, under the 
humiliating denomination of a village, to the ju- 
rifdidion of Laodicea '\ The Baths, the Circus, 
and the theatres, were fhut: and, that every 
fource of plenty and pleafure might at the fame 
time be intercepted, the diftribution of corn was 
abolifhed, by the fevere inftrudions of Theodofius. 
His commiflioners then proceeded to inquire into 
the guilt of individuals; of thofe who had per- 
petrated, and of thofe who had not prevented, the 
deftruftion of the facred ftatues. The tribunal 
of Hellebicus and Casfarius, encompaifed with 



•6 Libanius (Orat. i. p. 6. edit. Vcnct.) declares, that, under fuch a 
reign, the fear of a maflacre was groundlcfs and abfurd, efpecialiy in the 
cmperor*t abfence ; for his prefence, according to the eloquent Have, might 
have given a fandion to the moft bloody aAs. 

«7 Laodicea, on the fea coaft, fixty-tivc nniles from Antioch (fee Noris 
Epocli. Syro-Maced. Diflert. iii. p. ijo.)* The Antiochians wereoffended^ 
that the dependent city of Sckucia Ihould prefume to Intercede ior them. 

arme4 
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armed foldiers, was ereSted in the midft of the c h a p. 
Forum. The nobleft, and mod wealthy, of the 
citizens of Antioch, appeared before them in 
chains ; the examination was aflifled by the ufe 
of torture, and their fentence was pronounced or 
fufpended, according to the judgment of thefe 
extraordinary magiftrates. The boufes of the cri- 
minals were expofed to fale, their wives and 
children were fuddenly reduced, from affluence 
and luxury, to the mod abjed diftrefs; and a 
bloody execution was expeded to conclude the 
horrors of a day ", which the preacher of An- 
tioch, the eloquent Chryfoftom, has reprefented 
as a lively image of the lad and univerfal judg- 
ment of the world. But the minillers of Theodo- 
fius performed, with reludance, the cruel tafk 
which had been afligned them ; they dropped a 
gentle tear over the calamities of the people; 
and they liftened with reverence to the prefflng 
folicitations of the monks and hermits, who de- 
fcended in fwarms from the mountains "^ Hel- 
lebicus and Caefarius were perfuaded to fufpend 
the execution of their fentence ; and it was agreed, 
that the former (hould remain at Antioch, while 
the latter returned, with all poiTible fpeed, to 
Conftantinople ; and prefumed once more to con- 
fult the will of his fovereign. The refentment of ^J!?*"<^ 

fius. 

^ As the days of the tumult depend on the moveahU feftlval of Eaftery 
tbey can ooly be detennined by the pre?iou8 determination of the year. 
The year 3S7 has been preferred, after a laborious ioquiry, by TtUemont 
(Hiit. dcs £mp. torn. v. p. 741-— 744*) And Montfaucon (Chryfoftom* 
tMn. xiii. p. 105—1 10. )• 

S9 Cbryibiloni oppofes tbnr courage, which was not attended with much 
zAf XQ the cowardly ttght of the Cynics. 
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Tbeodofius had already fubfided; the deputies 
of the people, both the bifliop and the orator, had 
obtained a favourable audience; and the re- 
proaches of the emperor were the complaints of 
injured friendfhip, rather than the ftern menaces 
of pride and power. A free and general pardon 
was granted to the city and citizens of Antioch ; 
the prifon-doors were thrown open ; and fenators, 
who defpaired of their lives, recovered the pof- 
feilion of their houfes and eilates ; and the capital 
of the Eaft was reftored to the enjoyment of her 
ancient dignity and fplendour. Theodofius con- 
defcended to praife the fenate of Conftantinople, 
who had generoufly interceded for their diftrelTed 
brethren : he rewarded the eloquence of Hilarius 
with the government of Paleftine ; and difmiifed 
the bifhop of Antioch with the warmeft expreifions 
of his refped and gratitude. A thoufand new 
ftatues arofe to the clemency of Theodofius ; the 
applaufe of his fubjeds was ratified by the appro- 
bation of his own heart; and the emperor con* 
fefledy that, if the exercife of juftice is the moft 
important duty, the indulgence of mercy is the 
mod exquifite pleafure, of a fovereign ^, 

The fedition of Theffalonica is afcribed to a 
more fliameful caufe, and was productive of much 



9^^ The fedition of Antioch is rejvrcfcnted in a lively, and aUnoft dramatic^ 
manner, by two orators, who had therir refpeaiTC (harc^ of inccrcll and 
merit. See Libanius (Oral, xiv, xv. p. 389-^so. edit. Mortl. Orac i. 
p. I— >t4. Venet, I7540» and the twenty orations of St. John Chryfoftom, 
diStatMu (torn. il. p. 1—215. edit. Montfaucon). I do not pretend to 
wmcb perfonal acquaintance with Chryfoaom \ but TiUemont (Hift. dea 
Empereurs, torn. v. p. a63—a83.) and Hermant (Vie de St. Cbryfoftome, 
torn. i. p. 137— 224-} ^^ ^^^^ ^ni with pious curicfity^ and dilisenco. 
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more dread&l confequences* That great city, chap. 
the metro^lis of all the Illyrian provinces, had 
been proteded from the dangers of the Gothic 
war by ftrong fortifications, and a numerous gar* 
rifon. Botheric, the general of thofe troops, and, 
as it fhould feem from his name, a Barbarian, 
had among his flaves a beautiful boy, who excited 
the impure defires of one of the charioteers of the 
Circus. -The infolent and brutal lover was thrown 
into prifon by the order of Bothericj and he 
ftemly rejeded the importunate clamours of the 
multitude, who, on the day of the public games, 
lamented the abfence of their favourite ; an J con- 
fidered the {kill of a charioteer as an objed of 
more importance than his virtue. The refent- 
ment of the people was embittered by fome pre- 
vious difputes} and, as the ftrength of the gar- 
rifon had been drawn away for the fervice of the 
Italian war, the feeble remnant, whofe numbers 
were reduced by defertion, could not fave the un- 
happy general from their licentious fury. Bo- 
theric, and feveral of his principal officers, were 
inhumanly murdered : their mangled bodies were 
dragged about the ftreets ; and the emperor, who 
then refided at Milan, was furprifed by the intel- 
ligence of the audacious and wanton cruelty of the 
people of Theflalonica. The fentence of a dif- 
paifionate judge would have inflifled a fevere 
puniihment on the authors of the crime ; and the 
merit of Botheric might contribute to exafperate 
the grief and indignation of his maften The 
fiery and choleric temper of Theodofius was im- 
patient of the dilatory forms of a judicial enquiry ; 
Vou V. F and 
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CHAP, and he hafiily refolved^ that the hload of hi^ UfO^ 
tenant fhould be expiated by the blood of th^ 
guilty people. Yet hid mind fiill fluduated be* 
tween the counfels of clemenciy ahd of revenge i 
the zeal of the bifliops had almoft extorted from 
the relu6bnt emperor the promife of a general 
pardon; hb pailion was again inflamed by fbe 
flattering fuggeftions of hl$ mmtfter Rufinus; 
andy after Theodofius hadfdifpatched the meflen« 
gers of deaths he ^ attempted, when it was too late^ 
to prevent the execution of his orders. The pu« 
niflimeht of a Roman city was blindly committed 
to the undiftinguiflung fword of the Barbarians ; 
and the hoftile preparations were concetted with 
the dark and perfidious artifice of an illegal con<^ 
fpiracy. The people of Theflaionica were trea- 
cheroiidy invited, in the name of their fovereign^ 
to the games of the Circus : and fuch was their in-^ 
fatiate avidity for thofe amufements, that every 
confideration of fear, or fufpicion, was difre* 
gsu-ded by the numerous fpe£tators. As foon aS 
the aflembly was complete, the Ibldiers, who had 
Xecretly been ported round the Circus, received the 
iignal, not of the races, but of a general maflacre. 
The promifcuous carnage continued thf ee hours^ 
without difcrimination of ftrangers or natives, of 
age or fex, of innocence or guilt ; the mod mo- 
derate accounts ftate the number of the flain at 
feven thoufand } and ic is affirmed by fome. writers, 
that more than fifteen thoufand victims were facri« 
ficed to the manes of Botheric. A foreign mer« 
chant, who had probably no concern in his murder^ 
offered his own iife« and all his wealthy to fup 
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pij the place of m# of his two fens ; but, while the c h a p. 
father hefitated with equal tendemeTs, while he ^ ^^ 
was doubtful to chufe» and unwilling to condemn^ 
ifae foldiers determined his fufpenfe, by plunging 
their daggers at the fame moment into the breads 
of the defencelefs youths. The apology of the af« 
laffinSy that they were obliged to produce the pre>i 
fcribed number of heads, ferves only to increafe, 
by an appearance ^f order and defign, the horrors 
c^ the mafiacre, which was executed by the com* 
maitds of Theodofius. The guilt of the emperor 
^ aggravated by his long and frequent refidence at 
Hiefialonica* The fituation of the unfortunate 
dty, the afped of the ftreets and buildings, the 
drds and fkces of the mhabitants, were familiar, 
end even prefent, to his imagination ; and Theo- 
dofios poflefled a quick and lively fenfe of the ezift- 
ence of the people whom he deftroyed ^\ 

Hie refpeAful attachment of the emperor for lofineMa 
the orthodox clergy, had difpofed him to love ^et^' 
and admire the character of Ambrofe} who united ^^1%%. 
ail the epifcopal virtues in the moft eminent de- 
gree. The friends and minifters of Theodofius 
imitated the example of their fovereign ; and he 
obferved, with more furprife than difpleafure, 
that all his fecret counfels were immediately com- 

9i Tbe original eridenee of Ambrofe (tom« ii. epift H p-p^S.)* Au« 
(oftiii (<fe Civicat. Dei, ▼. 16.}} and Paulinus (in Viu Ambrof. c. %4»)f it 
dcJiTcred in raguc expreffiont of horror and pity. It it iJJuftraccd by tiie 
fujbfeqoenc and unequal te/limoniet of Sozomcn (L vii. c isO> Theodorct 
(L T. c 17.}, Throphanes (Chronograph, p. 62. )» Cedrenos (p. 317^)9 
and Zjonang (torn. ii. L xiii. p. 34.). ZofimnsWMr, the partial enemy o^ 
Tbeodofiasy omA BDJCcoumably paflbs over in ttmce the worti of hit 

F a municated 
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c w A p. muiucated to the archbifliop ; who afted from the 
laudable perfuafion, that every meafure of civil 
government may have fome connexion with the 
glory of God, and the interefl of the true religion. 
The monks and populace of Callinicum, an ob* 
fcure town on the frontier of Perfia, excited by 
their own fanaticifm, and by that of their biftiop, 
had tumultuoufly burnt a conventicle of the Va- 
lentinians, and a fynagogue of the Jews. The 
feditious prelate was condemned, by the Hi^gi- 
ftrate of the province, either to rebuild the fyna- 
gogue, or to repay the damage ; and this mo- 
derate fentence was confirmed by the emperor. But 
it was not confirmed by the archbifliop of Milan •*• 
He didated an epiftle of cenfure and reproach, 
more fuitable, perhaps, if the emperor had re- 
ceived the mark of circumcifion, and renounced 
the faith of his baptifm. Ambrofe confiders the 
toleration of the JewiOi, as the perfecution of the 
Chridian, religion ; boldly declares, that he himp 
felf, and every true believer, would eagerly dif- 
pute with the bifhop of Callinicum the merit of 
the deed, and the crown of martyrdom ; and la- 
ments, in the mod pathetic terms, that the exe- 
cution of the fencence would be fatal to the fame 
and falvation of Theodofius. As this private 
admonition did not produce an immediate eSe£b, 
the archbifliop, from his pulpit ^^, publicly ad- 

9^ Sec the whole tranfa^iion in Ambrofe (tom. ii. cplft. xlyXll. p. 946— 
956.)» And his biographer Faulinus (c a..)« Bayle and Barbcyrac (Morales 
des Peres, c. xvii. p. ^15, Sec) have juftly condimnsd the archbifliop. 

9i Hit ftraion is a ftrange allegory of Jeremiah*« rod , of an alniood-trecy 
of the woman who waflied and anointed the feet of Ctiriil. But the perora- 
tion is dnt€t and perfonal. 

dreffed 
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drefled the emperor on his throne**; nor would chap. 
he confent to oflfer the oblation of the altar, till _m~,-^f 
he had obtained from Theodofius a folemn and 
poiitive declaration, which fecured the impunity 
of the biOiop and monks of Callinicum. The re- 
cantation of Theodofius wasfincere"'; and, during 
the term of his refidence at Milan, his affeflion for 
Ambrofe was continually increafed by the habits of 
pious and familiar converfation. 

When Ambrofe was informed of the maflacre penance or 
of Theffalonica, his mind was filled with horror Ta S!' 
and anguifh. He retired into the country to in- 
dulge his grief, and to avoid the prefence of 
TheodoAus. But as the archbi(hop was fatisfied 
that a timid filence would render him the accom- 
plice of his guilt, he reprefented, in a private let- ^ 
ter, the enormity of the crime j which could only 
be effaced by the tears of penitence. The epif- 
copal vigour of Ambrofe was tempered by pru- 
dence ; and he contented himfelf with iigni^ing ^ 
an indirect fort of excommunication, by the aflur- 



94 Hodle, Epifcop^, de mc pFOpofuifll. Amhrofe modeftly confeflW it : 
l}ot b« llernly reprimanded TiisaTius, general of the borfe and ibot, who had 
j^fcfumed to fay, that the monks of Caliinicum defervcd puni(hment. 

95 Yet, five years afterwards, when Ttieodofius was abfent from hit 
f^nxuaX gnidcy he tolerated the jews, and condemned the deftnidion of their 
fynagogue. Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi* tit viii. leg. 9. with Godefroy^s Com* 
mentary^ torn. vi. p. 225. 

96 Ambrof. torn it. epift. li p. 997— looi. His Epiftle is a miferable 
rhapfody on a noble f^bje^ Am>^roft could a£l better than he could write. 
His oompofitions are deditute of tafte, or genius $ without the fpirit of 
Tertuliian, the copious elegance of Ladtantius, the lively wit of Jerom* or 
pie grave enei^gy of Angaftin* 
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CHAP. Since, that he had been warned m a vifio;i« nof 
xxvu 

to offer the oblation in the name, or in the pre* 

fence, of Theodofius ; and by the advice, that he 
V^ould confine himfelf to the ufe of prayer, with- 
out prefuming to approach the altar of Chrift, of 
to receive the holy eucharift with thofe hands that 
were ftill polluted with the blood of an innocent 
pe(^Ie. The emperor was deeply affeded by hig 
own reproaches, and by thofe of bis fpirirual fa- 
ther ; and, after he had bewailed the mifchievous 
and irreparable confequences of his rafh fury, he 
proceeded, in the accuftomed manner, to perform 
his devotions in the great church of Milan. He 
was flopped in the porch by the archbifhop ; wbo^i 
in the tone and language of an ambaffiidor of 
Heaven, declared to his fovereign, that private 
contrition was not fufficient to atone for a public 
hxxltj or to appeafe the juflice of the offended 
Deity. Theodofius humbly reprefented, that if 
he had contraded the guilt of homicide, David^ 
the man after God's own heart, had been guilty, 
not only of murder, but of adultery. *• You 
^^ have imitated David in his crime, imitate thea 
V his repentance," was the reply of the un- 
. jaunted Amb^ofe. The rigorous conditions of 
peace and pardon were accepted ; and the public 
penance of the emperor Theodofius has been re« 
corded as o^e of th^ molt honourable events in the 
annals of the church. Recording to the mitdeflt 
^les of ecclefiaftical difcipline, which were efla* 
blifhed in the fourth century, the crime of homi« 
cide was ejcpiated by the penitence of twenty 
' '^ " *' ■ ' ' ' ' ' '^ ■* X^arsi 



Oy TH2 ItOMAN SMPmS. 71 

jeoiTs^^z and 39 it was impoffible, in the period c t^ a p. 
of human life, to purge the accumulated guilt oC 
die maffiicre of ThdTalcHuca, the murderer (hoold 
have been excluded from the holy communion till 
the hour of his death. 9ut thp ^rchbifliop, con? 
fultmg the maxims of religious policy, gnmted 
feme indulgence to the ranl( of his illuftrious pe« 
pitent, who humbled in the duft (he pride of the 
diadem ; and the public edification might be ad« 
mitted as a weighty reafon lo abridge the duration 
of his puniihment. It was fufficient, that the 
emperor of the Romans, ftripped of the enfigns 
of royalty, Ihoutd appear in a mournful and fup- 
pliant pdture; and that, in the midft of the 
f:hurch of Milan, he Ihould humbly folidt, with 
Sghs and tears, the pardon of his fins ^. In this 
%iritnal cure, Ambrofe employed the variouf 
methods of mildnefs and feverity. A^er a delay 
pf about eight months, Theodofius was reftored 
to the communion of the faithful ; and the ediGt^ 
frhich interpofes a falutary interval of thirty days 
|)etwe(m fhf^ fqitence an4 the execiitipn, niajf b^ 

91 A^cordlns t* the difcipline of St Bafil (Cinoii lv!.)> the Tohtntirjr 
facmicide wm fiur jtu% a moqrnec $ /r« to hearer i ftven in a proArate 
llate; wad fiur In a fUnding pofture* 1 luve the original (Beveridge^ 
^aadcA. torn. ii. p* 47^151.) and a tranflaticm (ChardoOy Hift. des Sa« 
^lemenai torn. W. p. SX9--477*} of the Canonical Epiftles of St. Bafil. 

9* The penance of Theodofius it authenticated by Ambrofe (torn. vi. d« 
Obit. Theodof. c 34. p. taoyOi Augn/lin. (de Ctviut, Dei, y. 16. )» and 
^^diaiis (in Vit. Ambrof. c» %^), Socrates is ignorant j Sozomen (1. viU 
c.15p) coneife} and the copious nanativc of Thcodorct (!•▼• c« it.) mul| 
^ ttfed with |»recaiftion« 

f ^ «ccepte4 
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^incvu'^ accepted as the worthy fruits of his repentance '^ 
Pofterity has applauded the virtuous firmnefs of 
the archbifliop : and the example of Theodoiius 
may prove the beneficial influence of thofe prin- 
ciples, which could force a monarch, exalted 
above the apprehenfion of human puni(hment,,to 
refpe£l the laws, and minifters, of an invifible 
Judge. " The prince," fays Montefquieu, ** who 
^^ is actuated by the hopes and fears of religion, 
^' may be compared to a Uon, docile only to 
*^ the voice, and tradable to the hand, of his 
V keeper '°°." The motions of the royal animal 
will therefore depend on the inclination, and in- 
tereft, of the man who has acquired fuch danger- 
ous authority over him ; and the prieft, who 
holds in bis hand the confcience of a king, may 
inflame, or moderate, his fanguinary paflions. 
The caufe of humanity, and that of perfecution, 
have been aflerted by the fame Ambrofe, with 
equal energy, and with equal fuccefs. 

After the defeat and death of the tyrant of 
Gaul, the Roman world was in the pofleflion of 
Theodofms. He derived from the choice of 
Gratian his honourable title to the provinces of 
the Eaft : he had acquired the Weft by the right 
of conqueft ; and the three years, which he fpent 
in Italy, were ufefuUy employed to reftore the 

99 Codex Theodof. 1. ix. tic. xl. leg. 13. The date and clrcumftances of 
thU law are perplexed with difficulties ; but I feel myfelf inclined to favour 
the honeft efforts of Tillcmont (HiA. des Emp. torn. v. p. 711.) and Pag^ 
(Critica, tom.i« p-57S)> 

100 Un prince qui aime la religionyCt qui la craint, eft an Hon qui c€dc I 
U main qui le flatte, ou I la voi^i qui rappaile. Efpiicdes ]jmz» 1. zxW. c. a« 

authority 
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authority pf the laws ; and to corred the abufes, c h a pu 
which had prevailed with impunhy under the H^^^ 
pfurpation of Maximus, and the minority of Va^ 
lentinian* The name of Valentim'an was regularly 
Inferted in the public ads : but the tender age, 
and doubtful faith, of the fon of Juftina, appeared 
to require the prudent care of an orthodox 
guardian ; and his fpecious ambition might have 
excluded the unfortunate youth, without a ftruggle, 
and almoft without a murmur, from the admini* 
ftration, and even from the inherit mce, of the 
empire* If Theodofius had confulted the rigid 
maxims of intereft and policy, his conJud would 
have been juftified by his friends ; but the gene* 
roficy of his behaviour on this memorable occafioa 
has extorted the applaufe of his mod inveterate 
enemies. He feated Valentinian on the throne 
of Milan; and, without ftipulacing any prefent 
or future advantages, reftored him to the abibluce 
dominion of all the provinces from which he 
bad been driven by the arms of Maximus. To 
the reftitution of his ample patrimony, Theodofius 
added the free and generous gift of the countries 
beyond the Alps, which his fuccefsful valour had 
recovered from the affailin of Gratian '"". Satif- 
fied with the glory which he had acquired, by 
revenging the death of his benefador, and deliver- 
ing the Weft from the yoke of tyranny, the 
emperor returned from Milan to Conftancinople ; 

'^* TtTTD Ttfi Tta tvtfyvretf xoOnxoy tio^iv Ufou, is the niggard praife 
of Zofifflus himfclf (1. iv. p. 267. )• Auguftln faysy with Tome hap. 
pinefs of txprcffioD, Valentlmaoum • • • . mifericordiirinii veneratiooe 
reftitaiu 

andj 
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CHAP, and, in the peaceful pofleilion of the Eaft, infen^ 
xmm^^'m^ fibly relapTed into his former hatnts of luxury and 
indolence. Theodofius difcharged bts obligation 
to the brother, he indulged hi» conjugal tender^ 
|ie& to the fifter, of Valentinian : and pofterity, 
vbich admires the piiire and lingular glory of hifi 
elevatioui muft applaud his unrivalled generofity 
in the ufe of victory, 
ehmarr The emprefs Juftina did not long furyive he? 
niaof^'^'' return to Italy; and, though ihe beheld the 
^^•39*' iritiniph of Theodofius, ihe was not allowed tq 
mfioence the government of her fon'®*. The 
pernicious attachment to the Arian feft, which 
Valentinian had imbibed from her example and 
inftrudions^ were foon erafed by the leflbns of a 
more orthodox education. His growing zeal for 
the faith of Nice, and his filial reverence for the 
chara£ier and authority of Ambrofe, diTpofed 
die Catholics to entertain the mod favourable 
opinion of the virtues of the young emperor of the 
Weft ■•'. They applauded his chaftity and tem- 
perance, his contempt of pleafure, his application 
to bufmefs, and his tender aflfeflion for his two 
fifters; which could not, however, feduce hi« 
impartial equity to pronounce an unjuft fentence 
againft the meaneft of his fubje&s* But this 
amiable youth, before he had accompGflied the 
twentieth year of his age, was opprefled by dor 

>M Soxomen, I. vii. c. T4« His chronology it very iiregular. 

^] See Ambrofe (toip. ii. de Obit. Valentinian. c« 15, Arc p. 117SI 
€• 369 &0w p. 1184.) • When the young emperor gave an entertainment» 
be failed himfelf ; he refqfed to fee an bandfome adrefs^ 8fc. Since be 
•rdered his wild beafts to be killed, it it ungeneroys in Phil»ilot:giu^ 
(L ju. c. I.) to reproach him with the love of that amufemcnt* 

' 9 «p?ft»fi 
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mMc trtafoa ( and the empire was again bivolved c h a p« 
io the horrors of a dvil war. Arbogaftes "^^ a 
galtaat foldier of the nation of the Franks, held 
the fecond rank in the fervice of Gratian. On 
the death of his mafter, he joined the ftandard of 
Theodofius ; contributed, by his valour and mili« 
tary conduA, to the deftruftion of the tyrant; 
^d was appointed, after the viftory, mafter- 
general of the armies of GauL His real merit, 
and apparent fidelity, had gained the confidence 
both of the prince and people; his boundleft 
liberality corrupted the allegiance of the troops { 
andj whilft he was univerfally efteemed as the 
pillar of the ftate, the bold and crafty Barbariaa 
was fecretly determined, either to rule, or to 
nun, the empire of the Weft. The important 
commands of the army were diftributed among 
the Pranks; the creatures of Arbogaftes were 
promoted to all the honours and ofEces of the 
fivil government ; the progrefs of the confpiracy 
removed every faithful fervant from the prefence 
of Valentinian ; and the emperor, without power, 
;ind without Intelligence, infenfibly funk into the 
precarious and dependent condition of a cap- 
tive ■**• The indignation which he exprefled, 
tbougb it might arife only from the rafli and impa^P 
fient temper of youth, may be candidly afcribed 
^0 tl^ generoiis fpirit of a princCj, who felt that he 

**4 Z6fiiinit (L W* f* S75.) pntfts tbe enemjurfThcodofinf, But ht 
ii detefted hy SQcr«tct (1. ▼. c. %^»), ind Orofius (L vii. c 35* )• 

1^ Gregory of Tovre (I ii« c. 9. p. 165* in the fecond volome of the 
KiftoriiDs of Fiance) hat preienred a curious frasR^nt of Sulpiciuf Alcx« 
iBtef an hilUmn Ar mora valuaUe than bunlcJ& 

wat 
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CHAP, was not unworthy to reign. He fecretly invited 
■_t-^^. the archbifliop of Milan to undertake the office 
of a mediator ; as the pledge of his fincerity, and 
the guardian of his fafety. He contrived to ap- 
prife the emperor of the Ea(l of his helplefs fitua« 
tion; and he declared, that, unlefs Theodofms 
could fpeedily march to his afliftance, he mu(l 
attempt to efcape from the palace, or rather prifon, 
of Vienna in Gaul, where he had imprudently 6xed 
his refidence in the mid ft of the hoftile fadtion, 
But the hopes of relief were diftant, and doubt- 
ful ; and, as every day furnifhed fome new pror 
vocation, the emperor, without (Irength or coun* 
fel, too haflily relolved to riik an immediate con- 
ted with his powerful general* He received 
Arbogafl^s on the throne ; and, as the count 
jipproached with fome appearance of refpedl, de- 
livered to him a paper, which difnufled him from 
all his employments. " My authority," replied 
Arbogaftes with infulting coolnefs, ^^ does not 
" depend on the fmile, or the frown, of a mo- 
** narch ;" and he contemptuoufly threw the p?per 
on the ground. The indignant monarch fnatcbecl 
at the fword of one of the guards, which he 
ftruggled to draw from its fcabbard; and it wa^ 
not without fome degree of violence that he was 
prevented from ufing the deadly weapon againll 
His death, his enemy, or againll himfelf. A few days after 
^M^y^il^ ^^^ extraordinary quarrel, in which he had ?ae^ 
pofed his refentment and his weaknefs, the un^ 
fortunate Valentinian was found ftrangied in his 
apartment j and fome pains were employed to difr 

4 guifc 
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guife the manifeft guilt of Arbogaftes, and to c n a p« 
perfuade the world that the death of the young . -^J^ 
emperor bad been the voluntary eiFeft of his own 
defpair'^*. His body was condu&ed with decent 
pomp to the fepulchre of Milan ; and the arch- 
biffiop pronounced a funeral oration to com^ 
metnorate his virtue, and his misfortunes '°% Oa 
this occafion, the humanity of Ambrofe tempted 
him to make a fingular breach in his theological 
fydem; and to comfort the weeping lifters of 
Valeotinian, by the firm afTurance, that their pious 
brother, though he had not received the facrament 
of baptifm, was introduced, without difficulty, into 
the manfions of eternal blifs '^'. 

The prudence of Arbogaftes had prepared the uforpi^ 
fuccefs of his ambitious defigns: and the pro* a^IdT^ 
vmcials, in wbofe breafts every fentiment of ^•••"^•^ 
patriotifm or loyalty were eztinguiflied, ezpefted, 
with tame refignation, the unknown mafter, whota 
the choice of a Frank might place on the Impe* 
rial throne. But fome remains of pride and pre- 
judice (till oppofed the elevation of Arbogaftes 
himfelf } and the judicious Barbarian thought it 

■06 Godefroy (Difl^rtat. ad Philoftorg. p 4iq«— 414O li« diligently coW 
kded all the ircumftances 01 the death of Valentiman Li. The varotion^ 
and the ignorance, of contemporary wntet s, prove that it was fecret* 

'07 X>e ObicO Valentinian. torn. ii. p i IT)—! 196. He la forced U 
/jpeak a difcreet and obfcuie lan^age t yec be is much bolder than any lay* 
man, or perhaps any other ecciei'iaftiCt would have dared to be* 

108 See c. 51. p. 1188. c 7;. p. 1193* Don Chardon (Hift. des Sacrt- 
mens, com. L p. 86. ), who owns that St. Ambiofe moft ftrenuoufly maia- 
lams tbc imiij^jit^ii Aeceflity of baptilm^ laboiin t« itcoocil^ the contra- 
^iOioo. 

more 



c It A ». Hibit tidvi&ble to »eim under the name of Tdftie 
dependent Roitian. He bellowed the purple on 
the rhetorician fiilgehius "** ; Drtiom he had aU 
^ady raifed from the place of his doiheftic fecrei 
tary, to the tank of mafter of the offices. In the 
fcourfe both of his private and public fervice, the 
count had always approved the attachment and 
abilities of Eugenius ; his learning and eloquence^ 
ftipported by tht gravity of his mamiers, tedoiii'^ 
mended him to thd efte^nl of the people ; and the 
reluftahce^ with which ht feemed to afcend the 
throne^ itiay kifinre a favourable prejudice of his 
^rtu^ ted moderation* The amba^adors of iht 
new emperor were immediately difpatched to the 
court of Theodofitrs, to communicate, with af- 
fefted griefy the ut^ortnnate accident of the death 
of Valentinian; and, without mentioning the 
liame of Arbogaflres, to requeft, that the monarclk 
of the £a(l would embrace, as his hwful colleague, 
the refpeftable citizen, who had obtained the una- 
nimous fufltage of the armies and provinces of 
the Weft"**. Theodolius was juftly provoked, 
that the perfidy of a Barbarian flionld have de'- 
flroyed, in a moment, the labours, and the fruit, 
tjf his former viftory j and he was excited by the 

*^ Qaem fiM Germanus ianittlum delegerat extil» 
It the conteitiptuoiis evpreffion of Chtxdim (t^. Conf. Hmi. 740« Euge* 
oius profeikd Chriftifiniry ; but hit idcrec attachment to Pagantfm (Soio- 
menj 1. vii. c« <!• Philoftorg. 1. xi* c. 2.) is probable in ^a graiwimrian, 
and would fecurc the frieodftiip of Zofimus (1. iv» p. 276, i77»). 

tio SLoOmus (4. iv. p. S7S.) mentiont tliia embaffy $ but he 11 diterted by 
another ftory from reJatiog the evesc* 

tears 
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tdirs of bis beloved mfb "% b rerenge tlie fale chap. 
of her unhappy brother) and once more to aflert .^^^ 
by arms the vidated majefty of the throne. But 
1$ the fecond conqueft of the Weft Was a talk of 
difficuky and danger, he difmifled, xvith fplendid 
prefents, and an atnb%iio]u$ anfwer^ the ambaflaA 
dors of Eugenius ; and almoft t«M years were coii« 
filmed in the pteparations of the civil waFi B^- I^^^^ 
fore he ibrmed any dedfive refolucion^ the piosi ^^• 
(emperoi- 'was anidons to difcover the vrill of 
Heaven ; and as the progrefi of Chtiftianity had 
fiknced the oracles of I)elphi and Dodona, bc 
tonfolted all Egyptian m<mk, who pc^effed» 
m the opinion of the age, th^ gift pf nuradea^ 
snd the knowledge of fututity. Eutropios^ 
tmt of tile favourite etinuchs of the palace o£ 
Conftandaopley embarked for Alexandria, front 
whence he failed up the Nile as far as the cit^ 
of Lycopolis^ or of Wolves, in the remote ^pro^ 
Vince of Thebai8^'\ In the neighbourhood of 
that city, and oa the fummit of a lofty moua^ 
tain, the holy John"^ had eonftruded, with hig 

own 

'" luitrk^a « nnv yK{m^ Td^Xd t* CaeiXux top aiA^f oXt^« 
f^iuru Zofim. L it. p- »77. He afterwirdi faji (p. iSo.), that Gail» 
^ed in chUdbcdj aad iDtUnitci, that the affliftion of her bufl>and wa» 
ntreme, but flioit. 

"A t/cop<ais it tbt modem Slaty or Ofiot, m tovm of Saidi iboat tbe 
fixe of Su DcnySy which drives a profiuble trade with the kingdom of Sen* 
taar^ and hat a very convenient foantain> ** cijua potO fign» vhiB;iiutati^ 
^ cripiuntor.** See d^Anville, Defcription de Tfisypte, p» iSx. Abul- 
feda, Defcripl. iEgypt. p. 14* and the curiout Annotations, p. 25. 9a. of 
Ms editor MicfajleUs. 

"i The life of John of Lycopolis 11 defcribed by hit two friendt, 
&DfiQQs (Uu« c* i. p» 4490« andFalladivs (HiA* Laafiac* c« 43. p* 7iS')» 

in 
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CHAP, own hands, an humble cell, in which he had 
^^^'' . dwelt above fifty years, without opening his door, 
without feeing the face of a woman, and without 
tafting any food that had been prepiired by fire, 
or any human art. Five days of the week he 
fpent in prayer and meditation ; but on Satur- 
days and Sundays he regularly opened a fmall 
window, and gave audience to the crowd of fup- 
pliants, who fucceiQvely flowed from every part 
of the Chriftian world*. The eunuch of Theodo- 
fius approached the window with refpedful fleps, 
propofed his queftions concerning the event of the 
dvil war, and foon returned with a favourable 
oracle, which animated the courage of the em- 
perot by the aflfurance of a bloody, but infallible^ 
vidory "*. The accomplifliment of the predidtion 
was forwarded by all the means that human pru« 
dence could fupply. The induftry of the two 
mafler-generals, Stilicho and Timafius, was di^ 
rcfted to recruit the nuipbers, and to revive the 
difcipline, of the Roman legions. The formi- 
dable troops of Barbarians marched under the 
enfigns of their national chieftains. The Iberian, 
the Arab, and the Goth, who gazed on each 
other with mutual aftonifliment, were enlifted In 
the fervice of the fame prince ; and the renowned 
Alaric acquired, in the fchool of Theodofius, the 
knowledge of the art of war, which he after- 

!n Rofweyde*! great ColleAion of the Vita Patrum. TiUemont (Ucm.' 
Scclef. com. x. p. 718. 720.) has fettled the Chronology. 

>i4 Sozomeny 1. vii. c. i%, Claudian (in Euciop. 1. 1. 31*.) mentiofii 
the eunuch^s journey: but he moft contcmptuou/ly deridea the Bgyptiaa 
ibramii and the oracles of the Nik. 

wards 
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wards fo fittally exerted for the deftru£tion of chap. 
Ron,e««. Ji!^ 

The emperor of the Weft, or, to fpcak more »» viaory 
properly, hit general Arbogaftes, was inftnided ^Z^ "*** 
by the mifconduA and misfortune of Maximus, t^^'i^ 
how dangerous it might prove to extend the fine 
of defence againft a fldlful antagonift, who was 
free to prefs, or to fufpend, to contract, or to 
multiply, his farious methods of attadL "\ Ar- 
bogaftes fixed his ftaiion on the confines c^ Italy : 
Ae troops of Theodofius were permitted to oc« 
eupy, without refiftanee, the provbees of Pan« 
nonk, as ftr as the foot of the Julian Alps ; and 
even the parages of the mountains were ne« 
gligeHlIy, or perhaps artfully, abandoned, to the 
bold invader. He defcended from the hills, and 
beheld) with fome aftonifliment, the formidable 
camp of the Gauls and Germans, that covered 
with arms and tents the open country, which er« 
tmda to the walls of Aquileia, and the banks of 

»5 Z^^flqusa ^ '^» P* *^^ So«ratet| L vii. lO. AUric hiinfflf (de Bell. 
Getico, 504*} dwells with more complacency on hh early exploits againft 
tile Romans. 

• • • • Tot AngqlliiB ficbroqni teftefvgavi. 
Yet hU vanity could fcarcely haye proved this plurality of flying em- 
perors* 

>itf Clavdiin (in iv Conf. -Honor, jj. Ire.) contrails the military plaas 
ef the tvro afnrpers : 

• . • « Novitas audere priorem 
Soadcbat ; cautumqoe dabant exempi* feqnentem* 
Hie nova moliri pneceps : hic quan-ere tutns 
Frovldns. Hic fufis } coUedis viribus ille. 
Hic vagus excurrens ; Ims Intra clauflra reduAus 
Diffimiks i fed morte pares* • . • • 

Vol. V. G the 
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c^HA p. the Frigidus "% or Cold River"*. This narrosr 
Sp-" v ^ theatre of the war, circumfcribed by the Alps 
and the Hadriatic, did not allow much room for 
the operations of military {kill i the Ipirit of Ar- 
bogaftes would have difdsuned a pardon } hi& 
guilt extinguifhed the hope of a negociation : and 
Theodofius was impatient ^to fatisfy his glory and 
revenge, by the chaftifement of the aflfafW of 
Valentinian. Without weighing the natural and 
artificial obftacles that oppofed bis eflForts, the 
emperor of the Eaft immediately attacked the 
fortifications of bis rivals, affigned the poft of 
honourable danger to the Goths, and cheriflied a 
fecret wUh, that the bloody confiid might di- 
minUk the pride and numbers of the conquerofs* 
Ten thottfand of thofe auxiliaries, and Bacurius^ 
general of the Iberians, died bravely on the field 
of battle. But the vidory was not purchafed by 
thdr blood: the Gauls maintained their advan- 
tage; and the approach of night proteded the 
dlforderly flight, or retreat, of the troops of 
Theodofius. The emperor retired to the ad- 
jacent hills ; where he pafTed a difconfotate nighty 
without fieep, without provifions, and without 

tt7 The Frigidiis, a fimU, though mcmoraUe, ftream in the country of 
Gorttz, now callc-d the Vipao, falls into the Sontius, or Lifonio, above 
Aquileia, fonK miles from the Hsdriatic. See d*AnvJUe*8 Ancient and 
Modern Maps, and the Italia Anii^ua of Cluverius (torn. i« p. i8S.)* 

ii8 Claudian*s wit is intolerable*: the fnow was dyed red ; the cold river 
fmoaked; and the channt] mufl have been choakcd with carca£is, if the 
cvnreat had not been fwcUed witli blood« 

hopes; 
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iidpes "^ ; txcept tbat ftrong aflurance, which, char 



under the moft defperate drcumftance^, the in- 
depiendeht mind may derive from the contempt 
of fortune and of life; The triumph of Eugenius 
itas celebrated by the infolent aiid diflblute joy 
of his camp ; whilft the active and vigilant Ar- 
Bogaftes fecretly detached a confiderable body of 
ttoops to occupy the pafles of the mountains, and 
tb encompafs the rear of the Eaftem army. The 
dslwn of day difcovered to the eyes of Theodofius 
the extent and the extremity of his danger : but 
his s^prehenfions were foon dil'pelied, by a 
friendly meflage from the leaders of thofe troops, 
who exprefied their inclination to defert the ftand- 
2[rd of the tyrant. The honourable and lucra- 
tive rewards, which they (lipulated as the price 
df their perfidy, wete granted without hefitation ; 
and as ink and paper could not eafily be procured, 
the emperor fubfcribed, on his own tablets, the 
ratification of the treaty* The fpirit of his fol- 
diers was revived by this feafonable reinforce- 
ment : and they again marched, with confidence, 
to furprife the camp of a tyrant, whofe principal 
dfEcers appeared to diftruft, either the juftice, or 
the fuccefs, of his arms. In the heat of the bat- 
tle, a violent temped '% fuch as is often felt 

among 

ii9 Theodoret aflfimiSy that St. John, and St. Philip, appeared* to the 
waking, or deeping, emperor, on liorfcback, &c. This is the fii ft inftanc^ 
•f apoftolic chivalry, ^bich afterwards became fo popular in Spain, and in 
the Crufades. 
ixo Te prppter, geltdi» Aquilo de monte procellis 
Otruit adverfas acies } revolutaque tela 
Vertit in auflores, et turbine reppulit haftas. 
Q nimittin dikdc Deo, cai fundic ab antria 

G a /Eolut 
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CHAP, among the Alps, ftt<}deBjy arofe from the Eaft* 
^*^"' The army of Theodofius was flidtered by their 
pofition from the impetugfity ef the wind, n^uch 
blew a cloud of duft in the faces of the enemy, 
difordered iheir raises, wrefted their weapom 
from their hands, and div^ted, or repelled, thebr 
ilieffe£lual javelins. This acdd^tal advantage 
was fkilfully improved } the violence of the ftorit 
was magnified by the fuperfUtious terrors of the 
Gauls } and they yielded without ihame to the 
bivifible powers of heaven, who feemed to iniU- 
tate on the fide of the pious emperor* His vie* 
tory was dedfive } aiul the deaths of his two rivals 
were diftinguiihed only by the difference of their 
chara^ers. The rhetorician Eug^us, who had 
almoft acquired the dominion of the world, was 
reduced to implore the mercy of the conqueror ; 
and the, uurelenting foldiers feparated his head 
from his body, as he lay proilrate at the fe^t of 
Theodofius. Arbogaftes, after the lofs of a bat- 
tle, in which he had difcharged the duties of a 
foldier and a general, wandered feveral days 
among the mountains. But when he was con* 
vinced, that his caufe was defperate, and his 
efcape impracticable, the intrepid Barbarian imi* 
tatcd the example of the ancient Romans, and 

/EU>lut armatat hyemei } cui mill tat i£ther, 

£t conjuratl veniunt ad claflica venti. 
TKefc femous lines of Claudxan (In iii Conf. Honor 93, &c. A. D. 596.) 
are attegcd by his coniomporaries, Auguftln and OroAu^ j who fappreft 
the Pagan deity of /Bolus ; and add feme circumftanccs from the informa- 
tion of eyewitntlTes. Within four months after the viaory, h was ccm^ 
^arvd by Ambrofe to (he miraculouf viftorie« of Mofes and Joihua. 

turned 
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tamed hit fword aninft his otm breaft. The fate chap. 
of the empite wis determmcd in a nirrow corner 
of Italy ( and the legitimate fuccdbr of the houfd 
of Valsntiiiitn embraced the arcfafoifliop of Mitan^ 
ttid gf acioufly receiTdd the fubmiifioa of the pro* 
viaoes of the Weft. Thofe provinces were in« 
volved in the guilt of rebelUon ; while the inflex- 
ible courage of Ambrofe alone had refifted the 
claims of fuccefsful ufurpatioh. With a manlf 
freedom^ which might have been fatal to any 
other fubjed, the archtnfliop rejected the gifts of 
£agenius» declined his corrdjpondence, and with« 
drew himfelf from BfGlats to avoid the odious pre* 
fence of a tyrant ; wfaofe downfal he precfi&ed in 
difcreet and ambiguous language. The merit of 
Ambrofe was applauded by the conqueror^ who 
fecured the attachment of the people by his alli- 
ance with the church : and the clemency of Theo- 
dofius is dfcribed to the humane int^ceflion of the 
archbifhop of Milan "'• - 

After the defeat of Eugenius, the merit, as Death of 
well as the authority, of Theodofius was cheer- a. d. 395? 
fully acknowledged by all libs inhabitants of the J«°* '7* 
Roman world. The experience of bis pad con- 
dud encouraged the moft pleafing expectations 
of his future reign ; and the age of the emperor, 
which did not exceed fifty years, feemed to 
extend the profped of the public felicity. His 

<M Hie evenu of this civil war are gathered from Ambrofe (torn. if. 
cpilL fauL f. lOsaOf ^«annui (in Vic, Ambrof. c. ft6— 340» Auguftin (do 
CiTitac Dei, v. t6.)f Orofiut (I vU. c. 3S.)> Sozometi (l.viL c «4.)» 
Theodoret (U v* czj^), Zofimui (l.iv. p. »8i, %%%.), CUudian (in iu 
Coof. Hon. 63—105. in i? Conf. Hon* 70—1 17.), and the Chrooicks pub. 
liilicd bj Scaliger. 

G 3 deaths 
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CHAP, death, only four months after his vidory, vaf 
confidered by the people as an unforefeen and 
&tal event, which deftroyed, in a moment, the 
hopes of the rifmg generation. But the inr 
dulgence of eafe and luxury had fecrietly nourifhed 
the principles of difeafe-". The ftrength of 
Theodofius was unable to fupport the fuddeh and 
violent tranfition from the palace to the camp; 
and the increafing fymptoms of a dropfy ai^« 
nounced the fpeedy diflblution of thie emperor* 
The opinion, and perhaps the intereft, of the 
public had confirmed the diyifion of the Eafteni 
and Weftern empires j and the two royal youths^ 
Arcadius and Honorius, who had already otv* 
tained, from the tendernefs of their fethcr, tha 
title of Auguftus, were deftined to fill the throne^ 
of Conftaptinqple and of Rome, Thole princes 
yftrt not permitted to (hare the danger and glory 
pf the civil var"'; but as foon as Theodofius 
had triumphed oyer his unworthy rivals, he called 
Ws younger fpn, Honprius, to enjoy the fruits of 
the viaory, and to receive the fceptre of the 
Weft ftpm the hands of his dying father. The 
arrival pf Honorius at Milan was welcomed by a 
fplendifi exhibition of the games of the Circus • 

^ »" This difcafc, afcribed by Socrates (J. v. c. »6.) to the fatigues of wir, 
jsreprefcntcd by Philoftorgius (1. xi. c.a.) as the cfff^^ of lioth and intern: 
pcrancci for which Photius calls bim an impudent liar (Godefroy, Diflert. 
p. 438). . . 

"1 Zofimui fuppofcs, that the boy Honorius accompanied his father 
(I. IV. p. aSa). Yet the quanto flagrabant pedoVa voto. Is au'tbai flattery 
would allow to a contemporary poet j wlu> clearly deitribes the empei^-i 
refufal, and the journey of Honorius, ^fter the viftory (Claudiaa i^ 

an4 
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and the emperor, though he was opprefled by the c h a p. 
weight of his diforder, contributed by bis pre- .^J^ 
fence to the public joy. But the remains of his 
ftrength were exhaufted by the painful effort, 
which he made, to aflift at the fpe&acles of the 
morning. Honorius fupplied, during the reft of 
the day, the place of his father ; and the gteat 
Theodofius expired in the enfuing night. Not- 
withftanding the recent animofities of a civil war, 
his death was univerfally lamented. The Bar- 
barians, whom he had vanquifhed, and the 
churchmen, by whom he had been fubdued, ce- 
lebrated, with loud and fincere applaufe, the 
qualities of the ' deceafed emperor, which ap- 
peared the moft valuable in their eyes. The Ro- 
mans were terrified by the impending dangers of 
a feeble and divided adminiftration ; and every 
difgraceful moment of the unfortunate reigns of 
Arcadius and Honorius revived the memory of 
their irreparable lofs. 

In the faithful pifture of the virtues of Theo- ^omiptfon 
dofius, his imperfeftions have not been diflem- ^^"^•• 
bled; the aft of cruelty, and the habits of in- 
dolence, which tamilhed the glory of one of the 
greateft of the Roman princes. An hiftorian, 
perpetually adverfe to the fame of Theodofius, 
has exaggerated his vice^*, and their pernicious 
efiefts; he boldly afferts, that every rank of 
fubjefls imitated the effeminate manners of their 
fovereign; that every fpecies of corruption pol, 
luted the courfe of public and private life ; and 
that the feeble reftraints of order and decency 
vera infufi^cient to refift the progr^fs of that de- 

G 4 generate 
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CHAP, generate fpirit, which facfifices, without a blufli, 
the confideration of duty and intereft to the bafe 
indulgence of floth and appetite '**• The com^ 
plaints of contemporary writers^ who deplore the 
increafe of luxury, and depravation of manners, 
are commonly exprefEve of their peculiar temper 
and fituation. There are few obfervers, who 
poflefs a clear and comprehenfive view of the re* 
volutions of fociety; and who are capable of 
dilcovering the nice and fecret fprings of adion, 
which impel, in the fame uniform dire6lion, the 
blind and capricious pafHons of a multitude of 
individiials. If it can be affirmed, with any de^ 
gree of truth, that the luxury of the Romans was 
more (hamelefs and diflfolute in the reign of Theo- 
dofius than in the age of Conftantine, perhaps, or 
pf Augiiftus, the akeration cannot be afcribed 
to any beneficial improvements, which had gr^ 
clually increafed the (lock of national riches* A 
long period of calamity or decay mud. have 
checked the induftry, and diminiihed the wealth, 
of the people} and their profufe luxury rouft 
have been the refult of that indolent defpair, 
V^hich enjoys the prefent hour, and declines the 
thoughts of futurity. The uncertain conditioQ 
of their property difcouraged the fubjecls of 
Theodofius from engaging in thofe ufeful and 
laborious undertakings which require an inir 
mediate expence, and promife a flow and diftant 
advantage. The frequent e»mples of ruin and 
defplation tempted them not to fpare the remain^ 

f H ZoiifflUSf 1. iv. p. 24^, 
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of a patrimony, which might, every hour, become chap, 
th^ prey of the rapacious Goth, And the mad ^^^^ 
prodigality which prevails in the confufion of a 
fcipwreck, or a fiege, may ferve to explain the pro- 
grefs of luxury amidfl the misfortunes and terrors 
of a finking nation. 

The effeminate luxury, which infefted the Theiofw- 
manners of courta and cities, had indilled a fecret tUeir «• 
and deftrudive poifon into the camps of the 
legions: and their degeneracy has been marked 
by the pen of a military writer, who had accu« 
rately (tudied the genuine and ancient principles of 
Roman difcipline. It is the juft and important 
obfervation of Vegetius^ that the infantry wa« 
invariably covered with defenfive armour, from 
the foundation of the city, to the reign of the 
emperor Gratian. The relaxation of difcipline^ 
and the difufe of exercife, rendered the foldlers 
lefs able, and lefs willing, to fupport the fatigues 
of the fervice ; they complained of the weight of 
the armour, which they feldom wore; and they 
fucceflively obtained the permiflion of laying 
afide both their' cuiraflfes and their helmets. The 
heavy weapons of their anceftors, the fhort fword, 
and the formidable pilum^ which had fubdued the 
world, infenfibly dropped from their feeble hands* 
As the ufe of the (bield is incompatible with that 
of the bow, they reluctantly marched into the 
field; condemned to fuffer, either the pain of 
wounds, or the ignominy of flight, and always 
difpofed to prefer the more fliamefiil alternative* 
The cavalry of the Goths, the Huns, and the 
Alaniy had felt the benefits^ and adopted the ufe, 

of 
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CHAP, of defenfive armour ; and, as they excelled in 
^"'^"'i the management of mlflile weapons, they eafily 
overwhelmed the naked and trembling legions, 
whofe heads and breads were expofed, without 
defence, to the arrows of the Barbarians^ The 
lofs of armies, the deftrudion of cities, and the 
difhonour of the Roman name, ineSeftually foli- 
cited the fucceffors of pratian to reftore the hel* 
mets and cuiraflfes of the infantry. The enervated 
foldiers abandoned their own, and the public, 
defence; and their pufillanimous indolence may 
be confidered as the immediate caufe of the down- 
fal of the empire '**, 

t*$ \egeciiit, de Re Militari, 1. i. c ic. The feries of calamities, 
which he niarks^ compel us to believe, that the Bero, to whom he dedicates 
his bock^ is the lail and rooft inglorious of the Valentinianat 
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final Deftru&ion of Pagani/m.^-^-^-IntroduSlion qf 
the Worjhip of Saints^ and Relics^ among the 
CAri/iians* 

rpjiE Tuin of Paganifm, in the age of Thpo- ^Jyla' 
-■• dpfius, IS perhaps the only example of the -— -^"-*^ 
total extirpation of any ancient and popular fuper- J^^^^ 
ftition : and may therefore deferve to be con- *^ ?*«• 
fidered, as a fmgular event in the hiftory of the a. d. 37s 
human mind. The Chriftians, more efpecially ""^^** 
the clergy, had impatiently fupported the prudent 
delays of Conftantine, and the equal toleration of 
the elder Valentinian ; nor could they deem their 
conqueft perfeft or fecure, as long as their adver- 
laries were permitted to exift. The influence, 
ivhich Ambrofe and his brethren had acquired 
over the youth of Gratian, and the piety of 
Tfaeodofius, was employed to infufe the maxims 
of perfecudon into the breads of their Imperial 
profelytes. Two fpecious principles of religious 
jurifpnidence were eftabliihed, from whence they 
deduced a direft and rigorous conclufion, againft 
^he fubjefls of the empire, who ftill adhered to 
the ceremonies of jheir anceftors : that the 
magiftrate is, in fome meafure, guilty of the 
crimes which he negleits to prohibit, or to 
puniih^ and, tbat the idolatrous worfliip of fa- 
bulous deities, and real daemons, is the mod 
abominable crime againft the fupreme majefty of 

' the 
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CHAP, the Creator. The laws of Mofes, and the 
^^ yij ^ examples ofv Jewifli hiftory', were haftily, per- 
haps erroneoufly, applied^ by the clergy, to the 
mild and univerfal reign of Chriftianity\ The 
zeal of , the emperors was excited to vindicate 
their own honour, and that of the Deity : and 
the temples of the Rpman world were fubverted, 
about fixty years after the converfion of Con« 
ftantine» 
pS^iLat ^roni the age of Numa, to the reign of Gra- 
»««»c. tian, the Romans preferved the regular fuecef- 
fion of the feveral colleges of the facerdotal 
order '• Fifteen Pontiffs exercifed their fupremc 
juri(di£Uon over all things, and perfons, that 
were confecrated to the fervice of the gods ; 
and the various quedions which perpetually arofe 
in a loofe and traditionary fyftem, were fubmitted 
to the judgment of their holy tribunal Fifteen 
grave and learned Augurs obferved the face of 
the heavens, and prefcribed the a&ions of heroes^ 
according to the flight of birds. Fifteen keepers 
of the Sybilline books (their name of Quin- 

> St. Ambrofe (torn. ii. de Obit. Thcodof. p. isoS.) exprtfsly pralfes and 
rec^mnncnds the 2cal of Jofiah in the delh-udtion of idolatry. The 1 mguage 
cf Julius Firmicua Maiemus on the fiune fubJeA (de Errore Pro&n. Rclig. 
pk467. edit. Oronov. ) is pioufly inhuman. Nee fiiio jubet (the Mofaic 
Law) parci} nee fracn^ et per anutam con ju gem gladlum Yindicem ducit, 
Ac 

a Bayle (torn. ii. p. 406, in liis Commeniaire Philofophique) juftifies, 
•nd limits, thefe intolerant laws by tlie temporal reign of Jebovah over the 
^ws. « The attempt is laudable. 

3 See tbe outfines of the Roman hierarchy in Cicefo (dt LegibMS, ii. 7, &• ), 

Livy (i. 10.), Dionyfius HarlicamaiTenfit (1. ii p. ii9«* 119. edit. Hudfon), 

Beaufort (Kepublique Romaine, torn. i. p. i«te9o.)9-^'nd Moyte (rol. i. 

p. io«»55.)< The Uft is (lie work of an BosHUh Whigj as w«j| «• of a 

. Roman antiquary. 
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DECEMVIRS was derfved from their number) oc- c h a p. 
cafiofially confulted the hiftory of future^ and 
28 it lliould feem, of contingent^ events. Six 
Vestals devoted their virginity to the guard of 
the facred fire, and of the unknown pledges of 
the duration of Rome ; which no mortal had been 
fufiered to behold with impunity ^ Seven 
Epulos prepared the table of the gods, cpndufted 
the folemn proceffion, and regulated the cere- 
monies of the annual feftival. The three Fla« 
HENS of Jupiter, of Mars, and of (^irinus, 
were confidered as the peculiar minifters of the 
three mod powerful deities, who watched over 
the fate of Rome and of the univerfe. The Kino 
of the Sacrifices reprefented the perfon of 
Numa, and of his fucceflbrs, in the religious 
functions, which could be performed only by 
royal hands. The confraternities of the Salians, 
the LxrpERCALs, &c. pra^ifed fuch rites« a$ 
might extort a fmile of contempt from every 
reafonable man, with a lively confidence of recom- 
mending themfelves to the favour of the im- 
mortal "gods. The authority, which the Roman 
priefts had formerly obtained in the counfels of 
the republic, was gradually aboliflied ' by the 
cftablifliment of monarchy, and the removal of 

4 Thcfe ayftiC) and perhaps Imaginary, fymboU have given birth, to 
varioot fables and conjedures. It feems probable, that the Palladium was 
a fmall ftatue (three cubits and a half high) of Minerva, with a lance aod 
dlftaiT; that it was ufually inclofed in zfiria, or barrel; and that a fimitor 
barrel was placed by its fide, to difconcert curiofity, or facrilege. See Meae* 
riac (Comment, fur les Epitres d*0vide, torn. i« p. 6o»-66.}, andUpiluf^ 
(ton. ill. p. 610. de VeftI, &c c. zo.). 

a the 
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CHAP, the feat of empire. But the dignity of their 
^ facred charader was ftili prote&ed by the law^ 
and manners of their country ; and they ftiU cOn* 
tinued^ more efpecially the collie of pontiffs, id 
cxercife in the capital, and fometimes in the pro- 
vinces, the rights of their ecclefiaftical and civil 
jurifdi£tion< Their robes of purple, charibtai 
of ftate, and fumptuous entertainments, attraded 
the admiration of the people ; and they recdvedg 
from the confecrated lands, and the public 
revenue, an ample flipend^ which liberally fup* 
ported the fplendour of the priefthood^ and ali 
the expences of the religious worfliip of the ftate^ 
As the fervice of the altar was not incompatible 
with the command of armies, the Romans, after 
their confuKhips and triumphs, afpired to the 
place of pontiff", or of augur ; the feats of' Cicero 
and Pompey were filled, in ,the fourth ttntixry^ 
by the moft illuftrious members of the fenate $ and 
the dignity of their birth refle£ted additional fpkn* 
dour on their facerdotal charafter* The fifteen 
priefts, who compofed the college of pontiffs, 
enjoyed a more diftinguiflied rank as the compa- 
nions of their fovereign ; and the Chriftian empe- 
rors condefcended to accept the robe and en- 
figns, lyhich were appropriated to the office of 
fupreme pontiff^. But when Gratian afcended the 
throne, more fcrupulous, or more enlightened. 



f Cicero franklj (ad Atticuniy !• li. epift. 5.), or indlredlly (ad Familiar. 
i XV. cpift. 4.), confciTcs, chat the Augurate is the fupreme objtd of his 
"wIHies. Fliny is proud to tread in the iootAcps of Cicero (I iv. epift. 8« J» 
tad the chain of tradition might be continued from hiftory^ and marbles. 

5 be 
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he fternly rejefted thofe prophane fymbols * j ap- chap. 
plied to the fervice of the ftate, or of the church, ^^'"' 
the revenues of the priefts and veftals ; aboli(hed 
their honours and immunities ; and diiTolved the 
ancient fabric of Roman fuperftition, which was 
fttpported by the opinions, and habits, of eleven 
hundred years. Paganifm was ftill the conftitu* 
donal religion of the fenate. The hall, or 
temple, in which they alTembled, was adorned 
by the flatue and altar of Viftory ^ j a majeftic 
female (landing on a globe, with flowing gar- 
ments, expanded wings, and a crown of laurel 
in her out-ftretched hand*. The fenators were 
fwom on the altar of the goddefs, to obferve the 
laws of the emperor and of the empire; and a 
iblemn oflfering of wine and incenfe was the 
ordinary prelude of their public deliberations ^ 
The removal of this ancient monument was the 
only injury which Gonftantius -had offered to the 
fuperftition of the Romans. The altar of Vi&ory 
was again reftored by Julian, tolerated by Valen- 
tinian^ and once more baniflied from the fenate 
by the zeal of Gratian '\ But the emperor yet 

^ Zofimm, 1. W. p> 1499 a50« I have fupprefled the fooli/h pun aboat 
fnti/ex xad Maximys. 

7 This ftatue was tranfported from Tarentum to Rome, placed in 
Uie CMria Jutta by Ccfar, and decorated by AuguAus with the fpoiis 
of Egypc. 

« Prndentias (L 11. in initio) has drawn a very awkward portrait of 
Viaoryj but the curioys reader will obtain more fatisfaflion from Mont* 
Cmcoo's Antiquities (torn. t. p*34i.)- 

9 See Suetonius (in Au^uft. c. 35)^ and the Excrdluro of Pliny *s Pape- 

10 Thefe faOs are mutually allowed by the two advocates^ Syromachut 
iBdAnbiofe. 

fpared 
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CHAP, fpared the ftatues of the gods which were expofed 

^vii ju ^ ^^ ^^^ public veneration : four hundred and 

twenty-four temples, or chapels, ftill remained to 

fatisfy the devotion of the people ; and in every 

quarter of Rome the delicacy of the Chriftians 

was offended by the fumes of idolatrous facri- 

fice". 

^h*fe*"f^ But the Chriftians formed the leaft numerous 

ior the altar party in the fenate of Rome'*; and it was only 

A.D.^3^' by their abfence, that they could exprefs their 

diflfent from the legal, though profane, ads of a 

Pagan majority. , In that aflembly, the dying 

embers of freedom were, for a moment, revived 

and inflamed by the breath of fenaticifm. Four 

refpeftable deputations were fucccffively voted to 

the Imperial court**, to reprefent the grievances 

of the priefthood and the fenate; and to foltcit 

the reftoration of the altar of Viftory. The 

condud of this important bufinefs was ^ntrufted 

to the eloquent Symmachus ^^ a wedthy and 

noUe 



n The Notkia VrHtf more recent thn CmtkaMdn^, 6om not And mm 
Chriftian church worthy to be named among the edifices of the city. Am- 
brofe (torn. ii. epift^ xvii. p. 815.} deplores the public fcandaU fk Rome, 
iwrhtch continually offended the eyesi the cars, and the nftftrMs H the 
faithful. 

>% Ambrofc repeatelly affirms* In cootradiaion to eommoa fenle, 
(Moyle*s Works, vol. ii. p. »4709 tluR the Chriftians had a m^orftf an cIm 
^nate. 

13 The firjl (A. D. 3S1.) to Gratiany who refofbd them aodleace. 
The Jecemi (A. D. 384.) to Valentinian, when die fieM was dll|)«ted 
bf Symmachut and Ambrofe. The tMfJ (A. D. 3SS.) to TheodoAwsf 
and the fmrth (A. D, 39a.) to Vahntinian. Lardner (Hcathca 
Teftimonics» toL iv. p. 37s~399*) £iirly reprdbnts the whole vanT* 
adion. 

>4 Sytpmachusy who was inveilcd with all the citril -and ftn'mloiMl 
havDurii reprffinted the emperor under the two chaiaftert of Favfj^ 
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noble fenator, who united the facred chara£lcr$ of chap. 
pontiff* and augur, 'with the civil dignities of 
proconful of Africa, and praefecl of the city. 
The breaft of Symmachus was animated by the 
warmefl: zeal for the caufe of expiring Paganifm ; 
and his religious antagonids lamented the abufe 
of his genius, and the inefficacy of his moral 
virtues *'. The orator, whofe petition is extant 
to the emperor Valentinian, was confcious of the 
difficulty and danger of the office which he had 
aflumed. He cautioufly avoids every topic which 
might appear to refledb on the religion of his fove- 
reign j humbly declares, that prayers and en- 
treaties are his only arms ; and artfully draws his 
arguments from the fchools of rhetoric, rather 
than from thofe of philofophy. Symmachus en- 
deavours to feduce the imagination of a young 
prince, by difplaying the attributes of the goddefs 
of Victory ; he infmuates, that the confifcation of 
the revenues, which were confecratcd to the fer- 
vice of the gods, was a meafure unworthy of his 
liberal and difinterefted charader ; and he main- 
tains, that the Roman facrifices would be de« 
prived of their force and energy, if they were 
no longei' celebrated at the expence, as well 
as in the name, of the republic. Even fcep- 
ticifm is made to fupply an apology for fu- 
perftition. The great and incomprehenfible 

Maxhmutf and Prituefs Senatus, Stc the proud Infcription at the head of his 
works. 

15 As if any one, fays Prudentius (in Symmach. i. 639.), fliould dig 
in the mud with an inftrument of gold and ivory. Even faintSj and polemic 
futkUf treat this advcilary with rtfpedt and civility. 

Vol. V. H /ecret 
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c H A p. petit of the univerfe eludes the enquiry of tccml 
Where reafon cannot xnftruft, cuftom may be 
permitted to guide; and every nation feems to 
confult the dictates of prudence, by a faithful at- 
tachment to thofe rites, and opinions, which have 
deceived the fandion of ages. If thofe ages have 
been crowned with glory and profperity, if the 
devout people have frequently obtained the blef- 
fings which they have iblicited at the altars of 
the gods, it muft appear ftill more advifable to per- 
(id in the fame falutary prafUce ; and not to rifk 
the unknown perils that may attend any rafh inno* 
vations. The tefl of antiquity and fuccefs was ap- 
plied with lingular advantage to the religion of 
Numa; and Rome herfelf, the cseleftial genius 
that prefided over the fates of the city, is intro- 
duced by the orator to plead her own caufe before 
the tribunal of the emperors. *• Moft excellent 
" princes," fays the venerable matron, " fathers 
" of your country! pity and refpeft my age, 
*^ which has hitherto flowed in an uninterrupted 
*• court of piety. Since I do not repent, permit 
•' me to continue in the praAice of my ancient 
^^ rites. Since I am born free, allow me to en- 
«^ joy my domeftic inftitutions. This religion 
<* has reduced the world under my laws. Thefe 
*• rites have repelled Hannibal from the city^ 
** and the Gauls from the capitol. Were my 
** grey hairs referved for fuch intolerable dit 
«* grace ? I am ignorant of the new fyftem, that 
^^ I am required to adopt } but I am well aifured, 
*^ that the correction of old age is always an un* 

«< grateful 
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^ grateful and ignominious office "*." The fears chap. 
of the people fupplied what the difcretion of the ^^^^.w 
orator had fuppreffed ; and the calamities, which 
afflicted, or threatened, the declining empire, were 
unanimoufly imputed, by the Pagans, to the new 
religion of Ghrift and of Conftantine. 

But the hopes of Symmachus were repeatedly conTerfioa 
baffled by the firm and dexterous oppofition of a. dT^m* 
the archbifliop of Milan; who fortified the em« *^ 
perors againfl the fallacious eloquence of the ad- 
vocate of Rome. In this controverfy, ' Ambrofe 
condefcends to fpeak the language of a philofo- 
pher, and to afk, with fome contempt, why it 
Ihould be thought neceflary to introduce an ima^ 
ginary and invifible power, as the caufe of thofe 
vi&ories, which were fufficiently explained by the 
valour and difdpline of the legions. He juflly' 
derides the abfurd reverence for antiquity, which 
could only tend to difcourage the improvements 
of art, and to replunge the human race into their 
original barbarifm. From thence gradually 
rifing to a more lofty and theological tone, he 
pronounces, that Chriftlanity alone is the dodrine 
of truth and falvation ; and that every mode of 
Polytheifm conduds its deluded votaries, through 
the paths of error, to the abyfs of eternal perdi- 

i6 S«e the fifty fourth epj/llc of the tenth book of Symmachus. In the 
fiorai and difpofition of hi < ten books of epiftles, he imiuted the younger 
Pliny ; whofe rich and florid ftyle he was fuppofed, by his friends, to equal 
or excel (Macrob. Saturnal. h v. c. i.). But the luxuriancy of Symmachus 
coniifts of barren leaves^ vdthout fruits, and even without flowers. Few 
fsdfy and Hew fentiinents^ can be extra^ed from bis verbofe correfpondence* 

H 2 tion» 
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CHAP, tion'\ Arguments like thefe, when they were 
^«.-K^-^ fuggefled by a favourite bifliop, had power to 
prevent the reftoration of the altar of Viftory; 
but the fame arguments fell, with much more 
energy and effect, from the mouth of a con- 
queror; and the gods of antiquity were dragged 
in triumph at the chariot-wheels of Theodo- 
fius *'. In a full meeting of the fenate, the em- 
peror propofed, according to the forms of the 
republic, the important queftion, Whether the 
worfhip of Jupiter, or that of Chrift, Ihould be 
the religion of the Romans? The liberty of 
fufFrages, which he affefted to allow, was de- 
ftroyed by the hopes and fears that his prefence 
infpired ; and the arbitrary exile of Symmachus 
was a recent admonition, that it might be dan- 
gerous to oppofe the wiflies of the monarch. On 
a regular divifion of the fenale, Jupiter was con- 
demned and degraded by the fenfe of a very large 
majority; and it is rather furprifing, that any 
' members fliould be found bold enough to declare, 

17 See Ambrofc (torn. ii. epift. xvH, xviii. p. S25— 833.). The former o£ 
tbefe epidles is a fliort caution ; the latter is a formal reply to the petition 
or itbil of Symmachus. The fame ideas arc more copioufly exprt-flld in the 
poetry, if it may dtfervc that name, of Frudcntius ; who conipofed his two 
books againd Symmachus (A. D. 404.) while that fenator was Aill alive. 
It is whimfical enough, that Montcfquieu (Confidcrations, &c. c. xix. 
tom. iii. p. 487.) fliould overlook the rwo proftflcd antagonifts of Sym- 
machus ; and amufe himfelf with dcfcanting on the more remote and indireA 
confutations of Orofius, St. Auguflin, and Salvlan. 

»8 See Frudentius (in SymTiach. 1. i. 545, &c.). The Chriftian agrees 
with the Pagan Zofimus (1. iv. p. 283. )> in placing this vlfit of Theodofius 
after the jtccnd civW war, gtmini bis vidtor cade Tyranni (1. i. 41c.), But 
tiic tijne and circumilances are better fuited to his fird iriun ph. 

4 hy 
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by their fpeeches aiul votes, that they were ftill chap. 
attached to the intered of an abdicated deity '^ 
The hafty converfion of the fenate muft be at- 
tributed either to fupernatural or to fordid mo- 
tives ; and many of thefe reluftant profelyte^ be- 
trayed, on every favourable occafion, their fecret 
difpofition to throw afide the ma(k of odious dif- 
fimulation. But they were gradually fixed in the 
new religion, as the cauTe of the ancient became 
more hopelefs ; they yielded to the authority of 
the emperor, to the fafliion of the times, and to 
the entreaties of their wives and children *% who 
were inftigated and governed by the clergy 
of Rome and the monks of the £aft« The edi- 
fying ei^ample of the Anician family was foon 
imitated by the reft of the nobility : the Bafli, 
the Pdullini, the Gracchi, embraced the Chriftian 
religion ; and " the luininaries of the world, the 
*' venerable affcmbly of Catos (fuch are the high- 
" flown expreffions of Prudentius), were impatient 
•* to ftrip thepifelves of their pontifical garment ; 
^^ to call the fkin of the old ferpent ; to aflume 

19 Pi^dentius, after proving that the fenfc of th« fenate is declared by a 
Je^gl majority, proceeds to iay (609, Sec), 

Adfpice quam pieno fubfellia noftra Seiiati^ 

Decernant infame Jovis pulvinar, ct omne 

Idolinm longe purgata ab urbe fugandun). 

Qua vocat egrcgii fententia l^nncipis, iJluc 

Libera, cum pedibu^, turn corde, frequentia trantit* 
^fimus afcribcs to the confci ipt fathers an h^^thenifh courage, which few 
pf them are found to pofTcfs. 

^o Jerom fpeciiies tiie pontiff Albinus, who was fui rounded with fuch a 
believing family of children and grand-children, as would have been fufficient 
to convert even Jupiter himfeifj an extraordinary profelyte ! (torn. !• ad 
Utam, p- 54-) i 

H 3 ^« the 
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^' the fnowy robes of baptifmal innocence; and 
^ to humble the pride of the confular fafces be- 
« fore the tombs of the martyrs*'/* The ci- 
tizens, who fubfifted by their own induftry, and 
the populace, who were fupported by the public 
liberality, filled the churches of the Lateran, and 
Vatican, with an inceflant throng of devout pro- 
felytes. The decrees of the fenate, which pro- 
fcribed the worfliip of idols, were ratified by the 
general confent of the Romans ^* : the fplendour 
of the capitol was defaced, and the folitary tem- 
ples were abandoned to ruin and contempt *\ 
Rome fubmitted to the yoke of the Gofpel } and 
the vanquiihed provmce^; had not yet lofl: their re* 
Terence for the name and authority of Rome. 

The filial piety of the emperors themfelves en- 
gaged them to proceed, with fome caution and 
tendernefs, in the reformation of the eternal city. 
Thofe abfolute monarchs aded with lefs regard 
to the prejudices of the provincials. The pious 
labour which had been fufpended near twenty 
years fmce the death of Conflantius ^^9 was vi- 

goroufly 

» 

•^ Exfultare Patres videas, puldierrlma mundi 
Lumioa } Conciliumque fenOm gcftire Catonum 
Candidiore togi niveum pietatis amidum 
Sumere $ et exuvias deponere pontificates. 
Tbc fimcy of Prudentivs is wanned and elevated by vidory. 

ft* Prudentiusy after be has defcribed the converfion of the ieoite and 
people, aflcsy with fome truth and confidence, 

£t dubitamus adhuc Romam, tibi, Chriftc, dicatam 
In leges transtfle tuas f 
af Jerom exults in the dcfolation of the capitol, and the other templet of 
Rome (tom. i. p. 54. torn. U. p. 95. )• 

a4 Ubaiiius (Orat. pro Templis, p. 10. Gener* i6|4« pvbliihed 
bf Jatnet Octkirey, and now extremely fcarce) acciiiet VakntiniJiia 
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gotoufly refumed, and finally accompUfhed, by chap. 
the zeal of Theodofius- Whilft that warlike **^"'' 
prince yet (Iruggled with the Goths, not for the 
glory, but for the fafety, of the republic; he 
rentured to oflfend a confiderable party of his fub« 
jeds, by fome ads which might perhaps fecure 
the protedion of Heaven, but which muft feem 
rafh and unfeafonable in the eye of human pru« 
dence. The fuccefs of his firft experiments 
againft the Pagans, encouraged the pious em- 
peror to reiterate and enforce his edicts of pro- 
fcription : the fame laws which had beeti origin- 
ally publiflied in the provinces of the Eaft, were 
applied, after the defeat of Maximus, to the 
whole extent of the Weftern empire ; and every 
vidory of the orthodox Theodofius contributed 
to the triumph of the Chriftian and Catholic 
faith ^^ He attacked fuperftition in her mof^ 
vital part, by prohibiting the ufe of facrifices, 
which he declared to be criminal as well as infa- 
mous ; and if the terms of his edids more ftridly 
condemned the impious curiolity which ex- 
amined the entrails of the vidims**, every fub- 
fequent explanation tended to involve, in the 

•nd Vakns of prohibiting facrifices. Some partial order may have been 
ifloed by tJie Eadcrn emperor; but the idea of any general law is oon- 
tradiaed by the filcnce of the Code, and the evidence of ecdefiaftical hlf- 
lory 

»5 See his laws in the Thcodofian Code, 1. zvl. tit. x. Jeg. 7—1 1. 

*6 Homer^s (acrificesare not accompanied with any inqaifition of entrails 
(fee Feithlusj Antiquitai. Homer. 1 U c. f o. 16.). The Tufcant, who pro- 
duced the ftrft Haruffkeis fubdued both the Greeks and tlie Romam 
(Ciceio dc Diyinatioiiey ii. %y)» 

H4 iame 
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CHAP, fame guilt, the general practice of immolafkn^ 
which eflentially conftituted the religion of the 
Pagans. As the temples had been erefted for the 
purpofe of facriftce, it was the duty of a bene- 
volent prince to remove from his fubjeds the 
dangerous temptation, of oflFending againft the 
laws which he had enafted. A fpecial commiflion 
was granted to Cynegius, the Praetorian praefeft 
of the Eafl, and afterwards to the counts Jovius 
and Gaudentius, two officers of diftingoifhed 
rank in the Weft ; by which they were direfted 
to fhut the temples, to feize or deftroy the inftru- 
ments of idolatry, to abolifli the privileges of the 
priefts, and to confifcate the confecrated property 
for the benefit of the emperor, of the church, or 
of the army *^ Here the defolation might have 
flopped : and the naked edifices, which were no 
longer employed in the fervice of idolatry, might 
have been protected from the deflruftive rage of 
lanaticifm. Many of thofe temples were the 
moft fplendid and beautiful monuments of Gre- 
cian architedure: and the emperor himfelf was 
interefted not to deface the fplendour of his own 
cities, or to diminilh the value of his own poflef- 
fions. Thofe ftately edifices might be fuffered to 
remain, as fo many lafting trophies of the viftory 
of Chrift. In the decline of the arts, they might be 
ufefuily converted invo magazines^ manufactures, 

&7 ZoHmus, 1* Iv. p. 245. 249. Thcodoret, 1. v. c. £i« Idatiut lA 
Chron. Profper. Aquitan. 1. iii. c. 38. apud Raroniunn, >\nnal. Eccitf* 
A. D. 389. No. 5a. Lr^inius (pro lemplis, p. 10.) labours to prove, that 
the coramands of Thcodofius were not dired and poritive. 
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or places of public aflembly : and perhaps, when chap. 
the walls of the temple had been fufGciently puri- ^^^"^ 
fied by holy rites, the worlhip of the true Deity 
might be allowed to expiate the ancient guilt of 
idolatry. But as long as they fubfifted, the 
Pagans fondly cheriflied the fecret hope, that aa 
aufpicious revolution, a fecond Julian, might again 
reftore the altars of the gods ; and the earneftnefe 
with which they addreffed their unavailing prayers 
to the throne*', increafed the zeal of the Chriftiaa 
reformers to extirpate, without mercy, the root 
of fuperftition. The laws of the emperors ex- 
hibit feme fymptoms of a milder difpofition *• : 
but their cold and languid efforts were infufEcient 
to ftem the torrent of enthufiafm and rapine, 
which was condu£led, or rather impelled, by the 
fpiritual rulers of the church. . In Gaul, the holy 
Martin, bifliop of Tours % marched at the head 
of his faithful monks, to deftroy the idols, the 
temples, and the confecrated trees of his ex- 
tenfive diocefe ; and, in the execution of this 
arduous taik, the prudent reader will judge 
whether Martin was fupported by the aid of 
miraculous powers, or of carnal weapons* In 

»8 Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. 8. i8. There Is room to believe, 
that this temple of Edcflfj, which 1 heodofius wirhed to favc for civil ufes, 
was foon afterwards a heap of ruins (Libanius pro Templis, p. ^6, zj* and 
Godefroy*s notes, p. 59). 

^ See chis curious oration of Libanius pro Templis, pronounced, or 
rather compofed, about the year 390. I have confulced, with'advdntage. 
Or. Lardiicr's verfion and remarks (Heathen TeftitnonieSy vol. iv. p. 135** 
163O. 

30 See the life of Martin, by Salpiciuv Severut, c. 9^t4« "The 
&inc pncc miftook (a& Don Quixoce might have done) an hannlefa 
funeral for. ao idolatrous procciTiony and imprudently committed a 
miracle* 

Syriai 
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CHAP. Syria, the divine and excellent Marcellus ", as 
he is ftilcd by Theodoret, a bifliop animated with 
apoftoUc fervour, refolved to level with the 
ground .the ftately temples within the diocefe of 
Apamea. His attack was refilled, by the fldll 
and folidity, with which the temple of Jupiter 
had been conftrufted. The building was feated 
on an eminence: on each of the four fides, 
the lofty roof was fupported by fifteen mafly 
columns, fixteen feet in circumference; and the 
large (lones, of which they were compofed, were 
firmly cemented with lead and iron. The force 
of the ftrongeft and Iharpeft tools had been tried 
without effed. It was found neceifary to under- 
mine the foundations of the columns, which felt 
down as foon as the temporary wooden props had 
been confumed with fire; and the difficulties of 
the enterprife are defcribed under the allegory of 
a black daemon, who retarded, though he could 
not defeat, the operations of the Chriftian en- 
gineers* Elated with viflory, Marcellus took 
the field in perfon againft the powers of darknef:^ ; 
a numerous troop of foldiers and gladiators 
inarched under the epifcopal banner, and he fuo 
ceflively attacked the villages and country tem- 
ples of the diocefe of Apamea. Whenever any 
refiftance or danger was apprehended, the cham* 
pion of the faith, whofe lamenefs would not allow 
him either to fight or fly, placed himfelf at a con- 
venient diftance, beyond the reach of darts. But 



sv Comptre SofMnen (L tu« c. 15.) with Thcodoret (I. t* c. «!•)« 
Sstwccathem, tlieyittolct^cniikleMddeAtliofMaKcttHS. 

this 
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this prudence was the occafion of his death : he chap. 
was furprifed and flain by a body of exafperated 
ruftics ; and the fynod of the province pro* 
nounced, without hefitation, that the holy Mar* 
cellus had facrificed his life in the caufe of God* 
In the fupport of this caufe, the monks, idx> 
rulhed, with tumultuous fury, from the defert^ 
diftinguiOied themfelves by their zeal and dilk 
gence. They deferved the enmity of the Pagans ; 
and fome of them might deferve the reproaches 
of avarice and intemperance ; of avarice, which 
they gratified with holy plunder, and of intern* 
perance, which they indulged at the ezpence of 
the people, who foolifhly admired their tattered 
garments, loud pfalmody, and artificial pale- 
nefs**. A fmall number of temples was pro- 
teded by the fears, the venality, the tafte, or 
the prudence, of the civil and ecclefiaftical go- 
vernors. The temple of the celeftial Venus at 
Carthage, whofe facred precinds formed a cir- 
cumference of two miles, was judicioufly con- 
verted into a Chriftian church"; and a fimilar 
confecration has preferved inviolate the majeftie 
dome c^ the Pantheon at Rome'\ But in aU 

t» libuiiiis, pro Templity p. t»— 13. He rails at thcfe Uack-gailiM 
meat the Chriftian Monks, who eat more than elephants. Poor eiephantsf 
1&7 are temperate animals- 

31 ProfpcT Aquitan. 1. iu. c. 3S. apod Baronium ; Annal* Ecdef. A. H 
319. NO 5S, Ste> The temple 6ad been fliut fome time, and the accels tm 
it was oveiiKiown with brambles 

34 Donatus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, I. it. c. 4. p* 46S. This c eattm 
cration was jKrlbnned by pope Boni^e IV. I am ignorant of the £ivoiir« 
able circmnllaoces which bad preferved the Pantheon above two bundni 
years after the ivisD of Theodofios. 

moft 
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CHAP, mod every province of the' Roman world, an 

._,-^-^. army of fanatics, without authority, and without 
difcipline, invaded the peaceful inhabitants; and 
the ruin, of the faireft ftrudures of antiquity ftiU 
difplays the ravages of t/jo/e Barbarians, who alone 
had time and inclination to execute fuch labori* 
ous deilrudion. 
The temple In this wide and various profped of devafta- 
maus^d- tion, the fpedator may diflinguiih the ruins of 
the temple of Serapis, at Alexandria ^\ Serapis 
does not appear to have been one of the native 
gods, or monfters, who fprung from the fruitful 
foil of fuperftitious Egypt '\ The firft of the 
Ptolemies had been commanded, by a dream, 
to import the myflerious ftrangers from the coa(t 
of Pont us, where he had been long adored by 
the inhabitants of Sinope ; but his attributes and 
his reign were fo imperfeftly .underftood, that it 
became a fubjeft of difpute, whether he repre* 
fented the bright orb of day, or the gloomy 
monarch of the fubterraneous regions ". The 
Egyptians, who were obftinately devoted to 
.the religion of their fathers, refufed to ad« 
mit this foreign deity within the walls of their 

SS Soplironius compofeH a recent and feparatc hiftory (Jerom, in Script. 
Ecclcf. torn. i. p. 303.), which had fuiniHied materials to Socrates (I. v» 
C. 16.), Thtodcra (J. v. c. 22.), and Rufinns (I. il c^ia.)* Vet the laft, 
who liad hccn at AUxandiia bciorc and after the event, may defervc Iho 
credit of an orirjnal wltncfs. 

3fi Gtrar.l Vofliui (Opera, torn. v. p. %o. and de Idololatfia, 1. !. c.a.9.) 
ftrives* to fuppoit tlie llrangc notion of the Fatlicis ; that the patriarch 
Jofeph was adoicd in Ej^ypt, as the l>ull Apis, and the god Serapis. 

37 Origo dei nondunn ncftris celebrata. iC^yptiorum antiftites^ memo- 
rint, Sec, Tacit Hirt. iv. 83. The Grceki, who had travelled into Egypt, 
were alilit isiioranc of tbu new deity. 

cities. 
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cities '•. But the obfequious priefts, who were chap. 
feduced by the liberality of the Ptolemieg, fub- *^^"'- 
mitted, without refiflance, to the power of the 
god of Pontus : an honourable and domeftic ge- 
nealogy was {>rovided ; and this fortunate ufurper 
was mtroduced into the throne and bed of Ofirts % 
the hufband of Ifis, and the celeftial monarch of 
Egypt. Alexandria, which claimed his peculiar 
proteflion, gloried in the name of the city of 
Serapis. His temple**', which rivalled the pride 
and magnificence of the capitol, was ereded on 
the fpacious fummit of an* artificial mount, raifed 
one hundred fteps above the level of the adjacent 
parts of the city ; and the interior cavity was 
ftrongly fupported by arches, and diftributed into 
vaults and fubterraneous apartments. The coa- 
fecrated buildings were furrounded by a quadraa- 
gular portico ; the ftately halls, and exquifite 
ftatues, difplayed the triumph of the arts ; and the 
treafures of ancient learning were preferved in the 
£unous Alexandrian library, which had arifen with 
new fplendour from its a(hes *'. After the edifts 

of 



fS Macfiobius, Saturnal. I i. c. 7. Such a liviog faA decifntly proves 
iiis foreign extraaion. 

39 At Rome, Ifis and Serapis were united in the fame temple. The pre- 
cedency wlixch the queen affumed, may Ccsm to betny ner ujicqu.il alliance 
with the ilranger of Fonius. But ihc fupcriority of the (cnaL fvx wa» 
eftabliflicd in Egypt as a civil and religious iniiitution (Dior^or. Slcul. torn. i. 
L I. p. 31. edit. WcfTeling}, and the iamc order is obrrrvcd in Plutarch's 
Treacife of ifis and Ofins-, whom he id ntifici with S(.ripis. 

4*» Ammianus (xxii. 16.). The Expofitio lotius Mundi (p. 8. in TTudfonls 
Geograph. Minor, torn, iii.), and Rufinus (1. ii. c. 22.)» celebrate the ^^V/<f- 
pntm, as one of the wonders of the world. 

4« See Memoires de i*AcaH. des Infcriptions, torn. ix. p. 397 — A-^6, Tlie 
$^ Ubraiy o^ ^^ PtoJemic* was nrai/j confunied in Casfar's Aicxandrian war. 

Marc 
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c H A f . of Theodofius had fevercly prohibited the lacrf^ 
%,^^,^mj^ fices of the Pagans, they were ftill tolerated in the 
city and temple of Serajus ; and this fingular 
indulgence was imprudently afcribed to the fuper^ 
fiitious terrors of the Chriftians themfelves : as if 
they had feared to abolifli thofe ancient rites^ 
* which could alone fecure the^ inundations of the 
Nile, the harvefts of Egypt, and the fubfiftence 
of Conftantinople '^% 
Its final de- At that time^' the archiepifcopal throne of 
ia?4. Alexandria was filled by Theophilus^, the per- 
petual enemy of peace and virtue ; a bold, bad 
man, whofe hands were alternately polluted with 
gold, and with blood. His pious indignation 
was excited by the honours of Serapis ; and the 
infults which he offered to an ancient chapel of 
Bacchus, convinced the Pagans that he meditated 
a more important and dangerous enterprife. In 
the tumultuous capital of Egypt, the flighted: 
provocation was fufficient to inflame a civil war. 
The votaries of Serapis, whofe ftrength and num- 
bers were much inferior to thofe of their antago- 
nifts, rofe in arms at the. inftigation of the philo- 



Marc Antony gave the iwhole coUedion of Pergamus (100,000 Tolumes) to 
Cleopatra, as the loandation of tlie srw library of Alexandria. 

4^ labaniut (pro Templist p. ai.) indiscreetly provokes his Chriftian 
mailers by this infulttng remark. 

41 We may chufe between the date of Marcellinus (A. D. 3S9.) or that of 
Profper (A. D. 39r.}, Tillemont (Hjft. des Emp. torn. v. p. 310. 756.) 
prefers the former, and Pagi the btter. 

44 Tillemont, Mem. Ecdef, torn. zi. p. 441—500. The imhiguous 
fituation of Theophilus, a Joint, as the friend of Jerom ; 1 iUvU, as the 
enemy of Chryfodom ; produce a fort of impartiality i yet, upon the wholes 
the balance is jufUy inclined againft htm, 

10 fopher 
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fopher Olympius ^% who exhorted them to die in char. 
the defence of the altara^ of the gods. Thefe Pagan viJ^w 
fanatics fortified themfelves in the temple, or 
rather fortrefs, of Serapis ; repelled the befiegers 
by daring faliies, and a refolute defence; and, 
by the inhuman cruelties which they exercifed oa 
their Chriftian "prifoners, obtained the laft confo* 
lation of defpair. The efforts of the prudent 
magiftrate were ufefuUy exerted for the eftabliOi* 
ment of a truce, till the anfwer of Theodofius 
ihould determine the fate of Serapis. The two 
parties affembled, without arm^, in the principal 
fquare j and the Imperial refcript was publicly 
read. But when a fentence of deftrudion againft 
the idols of Alexandria was pronounced, the 
ChrifUans fet up a (hout of joy and exultation, 
whilft the unfortunate Pagans, whofe fury had 
given way to conftemation, retired with hafty 
and lilent fteps, and eluded, by their flight or 
obfcurity, the refentment of their enemies. Theo- 
philus proceeded to demolilh the temple of Sera« 
pis, without any other difficulties, than thofe 
which he found in the weight and folidity of the 
materials j but thefe obftacles proved fo infuperable, 
that he was obliged to leave the foundations ^ 
and to content himfelf with reducing the edifice 
itfelf to a heap of rubbifh, a part of which was 
foon afterwards cleared away, to make room for 
a church, ereded in honour of the Chriflian 

a Lardner (Heathen Tcftiroonles, vot iv. p. 411.) has alleged a beau* 
tifal paflage from Suidaa, or rather from Damafcius, which /hews the devout 
and ?iztuotts Ol/mpiusj not in the li^ht of a warrior, but of a prophet. 

martyrs. 
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CHAP, martyrs. The valuable library of Alexandria was 

XXVlll. 

pillaged or deftroyed ^ and, near twenty years 
afterwards, the appearance of the empty fhelves 
excited the regret and indignation of every fpefta- 
tor, whofe mind was not totally darkened by reli- 
gious prejudice**. The compofiiions of ancient 
genius, fo many of which have irretrievably pe- 
riflied, might furely have been excepted from the 
wreck of idolatry, for the amufement and inftruc- 
tion of fucceeding ages ; and either the zeal or 
the avarice of the archbifliop *% might have been 
fatiated with the rich fpoils, which were the re- 
ward of his viftory. While the images and vafes 
of gold and filver were carefully melted, and 
thofe of a lefs valuable metal were contemptuoufly 
broken, and cad into the flreets, Theophilus 
laboured to expofe the frauds and vices of the 
minifters of the idols ; their dexterity in the ma- 
nagement of the loadftone ; their fecret methods 
of introducing an human ador into a hollow 
ftatue; and their fcandalous abufe of the confi- 
dence of devout hu (bands, and unfufpeding fe- 
males *'. Charges like thefe may feem to deferve 

fome 



4^ Nos vidimus armaria librorum, quibus dlreptis, exinaniuea a noilns 
hominibus, noftris temporibus mcmorant, Orofius, 1. vi. c. 15. p. 4^1. 
edit. Havercainp. Though a bi^^oCi and a contrDvcrfial writer^ Orofius 
fetms to blu(h. 

47 Eunapius, in the lives of Antoninus and i^defius, execrates the facri- 
legioui rapine of Theophilus. Tillcmont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 453) 
quotes an epilUe of Ifidore of Fclufium, which repioaches the priAnate writh 
the 'Matrous worfliip of gold, the &un fa-ra fames. 

48 Rufinus names the pricft of Saturn, who, in the chara^cr of 
the god^ familiarly converfcd with many pious ladies of (quality 3 till 
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(otnt degree of credit^ as they are not rq>ugnaxtt chap. 
to the crafty afod interefted fpirit of fuperftition. 
But the fame fpirit is equally prone to the bafe 
pradtce of infulting and calumniating a fallen 
enemy; and our belief is naturally checked by 
the refledion, that it is much lefs difficult to in- 
vent a fifiitious ilory^ than to fupport a pra£Ucal 
fraud. The coloflal ftatue of Serapis ^' was in- 
volved in the ruin of his temple and religion, A 
great number of plates of different metals, arti- 
ficially joined together, compofed the majeftic 
figure of the Deity, who touched on either fide 
the walls of the fan£luary. The afpe6k of Sera- 
pis, his fitting pofture, and the fceptre, which 
he bore in his left hand, were extremely fimilat 
to the ordinary reprefentations of Jupiter. He 
was diftinguifhed from Jupiter by the bafket, of 
bufliel, which was placed on his bead ; and by 
the emblematic monfter, which he held in his 
right hand: the head and body of a ferpeni 
branching into three tails, which Were again ter- 
minated by the triple heads of a dog, a lion, and 
a wolf. It was confidently affirmed, that if any 
impious hand ffiould dare to violate the majefty of 
the god, the heavens and the earth would inftantly 

be betrayed himfelf^ in a moment of tranfpoit, when he could not cUfguife the 
tone of bU Toice. The authentic and impartial narraUve of ^fchines (fee 
Bayle, Didionnaire Critique, Scam a ndri), and the adventure of Munduf 
(Jofeph. Antiqaitat. Judaic. 1. xviii. c. 3. p. 877* edit. Havercamp.),may 
prore that fuch amorous frauds have been pra^ifed with fuccefs. 

49 See the images of Serapis^ in Momfaocon (torn. ii. p. »97.): but the 
defcription of Macrobias (Saturnal. 1. i. c. 20.) is much more pidlurefque 
and fatisfaAory. 

Vol. V. I return 
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c ir A p. retarn to their original chaos. An intrepid tot* 
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dier, animated by zeal, and armed with a weighty 
battle-axe, afcended the ladder; and even the 
Ghriflian multitude expected, with fome anxiety, 
the event of the combat ^°. He aimed a vigorous 
firoke s^ainfl: the cheek of Serapis; the cheek 
fell to the ground ;> the thunder was flill filenf, 
and both the heavens and the earth continued to 
preferve their accuftomed order and tranquillity* 
The. vi£lorious foldier repeated his blows : the 
huge idol was overthrown, and broken in pieces ; 
and the limbs of Serapis were ignominioufly 
dragged through the flreets of Alexandria. His 
mangled carcafe was burnt in the Amphitheatre, 
amidit the (houts of the populace; and many 
perfons attributed their converfion to this dif- 
covery of the impotence of their tutelar deity. 
The popular modes of religion, that propofe any 
viiible and material obje£bs of worfhip, have the 
advantage of adapting and familiarifing them* 
felves to the fenfes of mankind : but this advan« 
tage is counterbalanced by the various and inevi- 
table accidents to which the faith of the idolater 
is expofed. It is fcarcely poffible, that, in every 
difpofition of mind, he fliould preferve his ini* 



JO Sid fortes trcmiiere manus» motique verendl 

Majertatc loci, fi rohora facra ferircnt 

In Aia credcbant rcdlturas membra fecures* 
(Lucan. iii. 429. ) " Is it true (faid Au^uftus to a vethvh of Itajy, at wHofe' 
«* houfc he fuj ped), that the man, who gave the firft blow" tO the gold.en 
^ (latue of Anaitis, was inllantly deprived of his eyes, and of hi&* li£b?^* 
** J was that man (replied tha clear- lighted veteran), and you now flip 0tf 
** one of the legs of thcgoddcls." (Plin. HiA. Natur. xxxiii. 24.) ~ 
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plicit reverence for the idols, or the relics, which chap. 
the naked eye, and the profane hand, are unable -^^^ ^ 
to diftinguifli from the moft common produdlions 
of art, or nature ; and if, in the hour of danger, 
their fecret and miraculous virtue does not ope« 
rate for their own prefervation, he fcorns the 
vain apologies of his priefts, and judly derides th« 
objeS, and the folly, of his fuperftitious attach-* 
ment '". After the fall of Serapis, fome hope$ 
were ftill entertained by the Pagans, that the 
Nile would refufe his annual fupply to the im« 
pious mafters of Egypt; and the extraordinary 
delay of the inundation feemed to announce the 
difpleafure of the river-god. But this delay waa 
foon compenfated by the rapid fwell of the waters* 
They fuddenly rofe to fuch an unufual height, as 
to comfort the difcontented party with the pleating 
expectation of a deluge; till the peaceful river 
again fiibfided to the well-known and fertilifing 
level of fixteen cubits, or about thirty Englifh 
feet '*. 

The temples of the Roman empire were de- Thep^gM 
ferted, or deftroyed; but the ingenious fuper- prohibited, 
ftition of the Pagans ftill attempted to elude the ^.0.390. 
laws of Theodofius, by which all ^facrifices had 

5< The Hiftory of the Reformation affords frequent examples of the - 
fudden change from fuperftition to contempt. 

sx Sozomen, 1. vii. c. ac^ I have fupplled the meafure. The fame 
ftandard of the hiandation, and confequently of the cubit, has uniformly 
fubfiiled fince the time of Herodotus. See Freret, in the Mem. de r Aca- 
demic de% InfcriptioQs, torn. xvi. p. S44'~*353* Greaves*s Mifcelianeous 
Worfcsy vol. i. p. 133, The Egyptian cubit is about twenty-two inches of 
the EngUlh meafure. 

I I z been 
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CHAP, been Teverely prohibited. The inhaWtants of the 
^^^'"' country, whofe conduft was lefs expofed to the 
eye of malicious curiofity, difguifed their religiousf 
under the appearance of convivialj meetings. Oa 
the days of folemn feftivals, they affembled in 
great numbers under the fpreading fhade of fome 
confecrated trees j flieep a,Qd oxen were flaughtered 
and roafted; and this rural entertainment was 
fanftified by the ufe of incenfe, and by the hymns, 
which were fung in honour of the gods. But it 
was alleged, that^ as no pj^t of the animal, was 
made a burnt-oflFering, as no altar was provided 
to receive the blood, and as the previous oblation 
of fait cakes, and the concluding ceremony of 
Kbations, were carefully omitted, thefe feftal 
meetings did not involve the gueds in the guilt, 
or penalty, of an illegal facrifice '*. Whatever 
might be the truth of the fads, or the merit of 
the diftindion **, thefe vain pretences were fwept 
away by the lad Ciiict of Theodofius ; which in- 
Hided a deadly wound on the fuperftition of the 
Pagans". This prohibitory law is exprefled in 

5) Lihanius (pro Terrplis, p. 15, y6, 17.) pleads tlidr oaufe with gentle 

and infinuating rhetoric. From the earlUd age, fuch feaila had enlivene'd 

the country; and ihofc of Bacchus (rreorgic ii, 3S0.! had produced the 

theatre of Athens. See Godefroy, ad loc. Liban. and Codex TheodoT. 

, torn. vi. p. 1S4. 

54 Koncrius tolerated thefe ruAic feftivals (A.D. 3990« '^ Abfque ulto 
<* facrificio, aique ulla fuperftit-onc damnabili." But nine years afterwards 
he found it neccflfary to reiterate and enforce the fame provlfo (Codex 
Theodof. 1. xvi. tit x. leg. 17. 19.). 

55 Cod. Theodof. 1. xvi. tit. x. leg. ia. Joi tin ^ (Remarks on Ecdcf. 
Hiftory, vol. iv. p. 134.) cenfures, with becoming afptrity^ the ftyk and 
fentimcnts of this intokrant law, 

the 
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the moft abfolute and comprehenfive terms. "It chap. 
" 13 our will and pleafurc/* fays the emperor, 
" that none of our fubjefts, whether magiftrates 
** or private citizens, however exalted or how- 
•* ever humble may be their rank and condition, 
" fliall prefume, in any city, or in any place, to 
" worfhip an inanimate iJol, by the facrifice of 
" a guiltlefs viftim." The aft of facrificing, and 
the praftice of divination by the entrails of the 
viftim, are declared (without any regard to the 
objeft of the enquiry) a crime of high-treafon 
againft the (late; which can be expiated only by 
the death of the guilty. The rites of Pagan 
fuperftition, which might feem lefs bloody and 
atrocious, are abolifhed, as highly injurious to the 
truth and honour of religion ; luminaries, gar- 
lands, frankincenfe, and libations of wine, are 
fpecially enun^erated and condemned; and the 
harmlefs claims of the domeftic genius, of the 
houfehold gods, are included m this rigorous pro* 
fcription. The ufe of any of thefe profane and 
illegal ceremonies, fubjefts the offender to the 
forfeiture of the houfe, or eftate, where they 
have been performed ; and if he has artfully 
chofen the property of another for the fcene of 
bis impiety, he is compelled to difcharge, with- 
out delay, a heavy fine of twenty-five pounds of 
gold, or more than one thoufand pounds (terling. 
A fine, not lefs confiderable, is impofed on the 
conIUva^ce of the fecret enemies of religion, who 
fiiall negleft the duty of their refpeftive ftations, 
either tp reveal, or to punilh, the guilt of idolatry. 
Such was the perfccuting fpirit of the laws of 

1 3 Theodofiusy 
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CHAP. ThcodoGus, which were repeatedly enforced by 

XXVIII. . . 

v««^v^-w his fons and grandfons, with the loud and unani* 
mous applaufe of the Chriftian world *^ 

©PpreOcd, In the cruel reigns of Decius and Diocletian, 
Chriftianity had been profcribed, as a revolt from 
the ancient and hereditary religion of the empire; 
and the unjuft fufpicions wliich were entertained 
of a dark and dangerous fadion, were, in fome 
meafure, countenanced by the infeparable union, 
and rapid conquefts, of the Catholic church. But 
the fame excufes of fear and ignorance cannot be 
applied to the Chriftian emperors, who violated 
the precepts of humanity and of the c;;ofpc]. The 
experience of ages had betrayed the wtaknefs, as 
well as folly, of Paganifm; the light of leafon 
and of faith had already expofed, to the greateft 
part of mankind, the vanity of idols ; and the 
declining feft, which ftill adhered to their wor- 
ihip, might have been permitted to enjoy, in peace 
and obfcurity, the religious cuftoms of their an- 
ceftors. Had the Pagans been animated by the 
imdaunted zeal, which pofleflfed the minds of the 
primitive believers, the triumph of the church 
muft have been ftained with blood; and the 
martyrs of Jupiter and Apollo might have em- 
braced the glorious opportunity of devoting their 



5« Such n charge fhould not Le lit^htly mide ; but it nuy furcly be juft'fied 
by thcauthor.ty of Sr. Auguftin, who thus .iddremd the Donatirt». *• Quit 
" noftrurr., quis vtfl-u.n non iaudat lefcs ^b Irrpcratcribus daras advcrfus 
** farr.ftcia Pa^anoium? Et ccrte longc ibi poena fevciior crrilituta eft; 
** ill us qufpp-' impTtitis capitale fuppiicium eiV Epift. xciii. No. f o. 
quoted by Le Clfrc ( ibhothcquc Ciiolfic, torn. viii. p. 277,), who adds 
fonjc judicious rcfloilicns on the intolerance of the vi^orious Chriilians. 

6 lives 
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lives and fortunes at the foot of their altars. But chap. 
fuch obftinate 2eal was not congenial to the loofe 
aad carelefs temper of polytheifm. The violent 
and repeated ftrokes of the orthodox princes, 
were broken by the foft and yielding fubflance 
againft which they were direfted ; and the ready 
obedience of the Pagans protefled them from the 
pains and penalties of the Theodofian Code'^« 
Inftead of ailerting^ that the authority of the gods 
was fuperior to that of the emperor^ they defifted, 
with a plainiff murmur, from the ufe of thofe 
facred rites which their fovereign had condemned. 
If they were fometimes tempted, by a faily of 
paffion, or by the hopes of concealment, to in- 
dulge their favourite fuperftition; their humble 
repentance difarmed the feverity of the Chriftian 
magiftrate, and they feldom refufed to atone for 
their rafhaefs, by fubmitting, with fome iecret 
Kluftance, to the yoke of the Gofpel. The 
churches were filled with the increafing multitude 
of thefe unworthy profelytes, who had conformed, 
from temporal motives, to the reigning religion; 
and whilft they devoutly imitated the poftures, 
and recited the prayers, of the faithful, they fa- 
tisfied their confcience by the iilent and fmcere 
invocation of the gods of antiquity *•. If the 
Pagans wanted patience to fufier, xhey wanted 

57 Orofiusy i.vii. c»S. p. 53^7. Auguftin (Enarrat. in Pfalmcxl. apud 
Lardnei^ Heathen Tcftimonics, vol. iv. p. 4s80 iufults their cp.v^rdicc. 
<' Qub corum coaiprctiirnfus c(> in {Ucrififio (cuiQ his Icgibus ifta pro* 
** hibercniur) et non negavit ?" 

58 Libanius (proTcmplis, p. 17, 18.) mentions, without cenfurf, the oc- 
cafiooal conformity, and as it were thtatricai play, of tlicfc hypocrites. 

I 4 fpirit 
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CHAP, fpirit to refift ; and the fcattered myriads^ who 
deplored the ruin of the temples, yielded, with* 
out a conteft, to the fortune of their adverfaries. 
"^he diforderly oppofition ^^ of the peafants . of 
Syria, and the populace of Alexandria, to the 
rage of private fanaticirm, was filenced by the 
name and authority of the emperor. The Pagans 
of the Weft, without contributing to the eleva<r 
tion of Eugenius, difgraced, by their partial at^ 
tachment, the caufe and character of the ufurper. 
The clergy vehemently exclaimed, that he ag«> 
gravated the crime of rebellion by the guilt of 
l^poftacy} that, by his permiflion, the altar of 
Victory was again reftored; and that the idola- 
trous fymbols of Jupiter and Hercules were dif, 
played in the field, againft the invincible ftandard 
of the crofst But the vain hopes, of the Pagan$ 
were foon annihilated by the defeat of Eugenius ; 
and they were left expofed to the refentment of 
the conqueror, who laboured to deferve the hr 
vour of heaven by the extirpation of idolatry **• 

A nation of flaVes is always prepared to applaud 
the clemency of their matter, who, in the 4bufe of 
abfolute power, does not proceed to the laft exi> 
tremes of injuftice and oppreiEon, Theodofius 
might undoubtedly have propofed to his Pagan 
fubje£ls the alternative of baptifm or of death} 

59 Libanius concludes hit apology (p. 32«), by declaring to the ennperoTy 
that unlets he exprtf^ly warrants the deArud^ion of the templrs, <^* f^ 
rut ocy^w ito^oroK, xftf owrot;, km t» ho/xai fiorl^nffwrctif the proprie- 
Urs will defend themfelves and the laws* 

^ Paulinus, in Vit. AmbroT. c. 26* Auguftin de Civitat* Dei, U v. 
c, a6« Thcodoftty 1. v. c. 14. 

mi 
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aad the tloquent Libanlus has praifed the mo- chap. 

• XXVI If 

deration of a prince^ who never ena&ed, by any 
pofitive law, that all his fubjeds (hould imme* 
diately embrace and pradife the religion of their 
fovereign**. The profeffion of Chriftianity was 
not made an eflential quali5cation for the enjoy- 
ment of the civil rights of fociety, nor were any 
peculiar hardihips impofed on the feflaries^ who 
creduloufly received the fables of Ovid, and ob- 
ftinately rejefted the miracles of the GofpeL The 
palace, the fchools, the army, and the fenate* 
were filled with declared and devout Pagans ; they 
obtained, without diftindion, the civil and mili- 
tary honours of the empire. Theodofius diflin- 
guiflied his liberal regard for virtue and genius, by 
the confular dignity, which he beflowed on Sym- 
raachus^^; and by the perfonal friendffiip which 
he exprefled to Libanius ^ } and the two eloquent 
apologifts of Paganifm were never required either ^ 
to change, or to diflemble^ their religious opi- 
nions* The Pagans were indulged in the mod 
licentious freedom of fpeech and writing; the 

<> Libanius foggefts the form of a perfecuting cdi€t, which Theodofms 
might cna^ (pro Te/npiU, p. 32.); > raih joke, and a dai^geroua expeci* 
mcnt. Some priDces would have taken his advice. 

^ Denique pro roeri^s terreftribu& scque rependens 
Munera, facricQlis fammos impertit honores. 

Jpfe Riagiftratiiin tibi confulis, ipfe tribunal 
Contuiit. 

Prudent, in Symmach. I. 6171 Ac 

61 libanius (pro Templis, p. 3a.) is proud that Theodofms fiiouM thnt 
diftingiijlh a man, who even in liis frtjemt would fwear by Jupiter. Yet 
this prefcnce feems to be no mm^ than a figure of rlietorii;. 

biflorical 
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CHAP, hiflorical and philofophical remains of Euoapios^ 
xxviii. ^Qijp^yg 64^ j^j^ J |.j^g fanatic teachers of the fchoot 

of Plato, betray the moft furious animofity, and 
contain the (harped invectives, againft the fenti* 
ments and condud of their victorious ^dverfaries. 
If thefe audacious libels were publicly known, we 
mufl applaud the good fenfe of the Chriftiaa 
princes, who viewed, with a fmile of contempt^ 
the laft ftruggles of fuperftition and defpair ^\ 
But the Imperial laws, which prohibited the facri- 
fices and ceremonies of Paganifm, were rigidly 
e;s:ecuted ; and every hour contributed to deftroy 
the influence of a religion, which was fupported 
by cuftom, rather than by argument. The devo- 
tion of the poet, gr the philofopher, may be 
fecretjy nourifhed by prayer, meditation, and 
fiudy ; but the exercife of public wor(hip appears 
to be the only folld foundation of the religious 
fcntiments of the people, which derive their force 
from imitation and habit. The interruption c^ 
that public exercife may confummate^ in the 
period of a few years, the important work of 9 
national revolution. The memory of theological 
opinions cannot long be preferved, without the 
strtificial helps of priefts, of temples, and of 

C4 Zofimasy who ftrlcs liimfclf Count and Ex-advocate of the Treafur}-, 
Tcvilrs, with partial and indecent bigotry, the Chriilian princes, and even 
t!ic father of his fovereign. His work muft have been privately circu- 
latcd« finceit efcaped the inve^ivcs of the eccltfiaftical hiftorians prior t* 
£Ta$rius (1. iii. p. 40 — 42)1 who hvcd towaids .the end of tlie iixib 
century. 

-^5 Yet the Pagans of Africa comphincd, that i he ^imes would not Allow 
them to anfwcr with freedom the City of Godj nor does St. Auguilin 
(v. 26<] deny the charge, 

books. 
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tx)oks **. The ignorant vulgar, whofe minds chap. 
are ftill agitated by the blind hopes and terrors of .^yi!^ 
fuperftition, will be foon perfuaded by their 
fuperiors, to direft their vows to the reigning 
deities of the a;^e ; and will infenfibly imbibe an 
ardent zeal for the fupport and propagation of the 
new dodrine, which fpiritual hunger at firft 
compelled them to accept. The generation that 
arofe in the world after the promulgation of the 
Impel ial laws, was attradted within the pale of the 
Catholic church : and fo rapid, yet fo gentle, was 
the fall of Paganifm, that only twenty-eight years 
after the death of TheodoHus, the faint and minute 
veftiges were no longer vifible to the eye of the 
legiflator ^\ 

The ruin of the Pagan religion is defcribed by Theww* 
.the fophifts, as a dreadful and amazing prodigy, cSmL 
which covered the earth with darknefs, and re- "*^^'*' 
flored the ancient dominion of chaos and of night. 
They relate, in folemn and pathetic drains, that 
the temples were converted into fepulchres, and 
that the holy places, which bad been adorned by 
the ftatues of the gods, were bafely polluted by 
the relics of Chriftian martyrs- " The monks'* 
(a race of filthy animals, to whom Eunapius is 

66 The Moors of Spain, who fecrctly prcfcrvcd the Mahometan reHgion, 
above a century, under the tyranny of the Inquifition, pofTsfTed the Koran, 
with the pecaliar ufe of the Arabic tongue. See the curioas and honeft 
iioty of their exputlion in Geddcs (Mifcellanief, vol. i« p. i— 1^8.). 

67 PaganOs qui fuperfant, quanquam jam nullos eHe crcdamus, &c« 
Cod. Theodof. I. xvi. tit. x. leg. 22. A. D. 423. The younger Thco- 
dofzus was afterwards fatisfiei, that his judgment ha.d bew fomewhat pre* 
mature. 
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CHAP, tempted to refufe the name of men) ** are the 
1/ ** authors of the new worfliip, which, in the place 
" of thofe deities, who are conceived by the 
" underftanding, has fubftituled the meaneft and 
•• moft contemptible flaves. The heads, falted 
'' and pickled, of thofe infamous malefactors, 
*^ who for the multitude of their crimes have 
*' fuflfered a juft and ignominious death ; their 
♦* bodies, ftill marked by the impreflion of the 
*' lafh, and the fears of thofe tortures which 
*' were infli£led by the fentence of the magiftrate ; 
*' fuch** (continues Eunapius) " are the gods 
** which the earth produces in our days ; fuch 
*^ are the martyrs, the fupreme arbitrators of our 
^* prayers and petitions to the Deity, whofe tombs 
•* arc now confecrated as the objeds of the vene- 
•* ration of the people ^•." Without approving 
the malice, it is natural enough to (hare the fur- 
prife, of the Sophift, the fpeftator of a revolution, 
which raifed thofe obfcure viftims of the laws of 
Rome, to the rank of celeftial and invifible pro. 
teftors of the Roman empire. The grateful 
refped of the Chriftians for the martyrs of the faith, 
was exalted, by time and victory, into religious 
adoration ; and the mod illuflrious of the faints 
and prophets were defcrvedly aflbciated to the ho- 
nours of the martyrs. One hundred and fifty years 
after the glorious deaths ^of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the Vatican and the Odian road were diftinguiflied 
by the tombs, or rather by the trophies, of thofe 

69 See £unapius> in his life of th; fophift JEdeCiui ; in that of Eafla- 
fluua he fortcii the ruin of Paganifaii xsu t« fu/6vjc;| kcu cwits j-jcoto,- 
Tvpotvmc'u T« mn yni xot^r*. 
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^iritual heroes^. In the age which followed the <^ » a p. 
coDverfion of Conftantine, the emperors, the con« 
fuh, and the generals of armies, devoutly vifited 
the fepulchres of a tent-maker and a fiflierman ^ ; 
and their venerable bones were depofited under 
the altars of Chrift, on which the biihops of the 
royal city continually offered the unbloody facru 
fice^'. The new capital of the eaftern world, 
unable to produce any ancient and domeftic 
trophies, was enriched by the fpoils of dependent 
provinces. The bodies of St. Andrew, St. Luke, 
and St. Timothy, had repofed, near three hun- 
dred years, in the obfcure graves, from whence 
they were tranfported, in folemn pomp, to the 
church of the Apodies, which the magnificence of 
Conitantine had founded on the banks of the 
Thracian Barphorus^\ About fifty years after- 
wards, the iame banks were honoured by the pre« 
fence of Samuel, the judge and prophet of the 

^ Caius (apud Eufeb. Hjfl Ecdcf. I. ii. c. i5.)» a Roman prefbytcr, 
who lived in tlic time of Zcrphyiinus (A. D. 2ot— 219.}, it an tarly witocfK 
of this fuperilitious pra£Vice. 

70 Cbryfoftoin. Qood Chriflus fit Dcu$. Tom. i. nov. edit. N« 9. I 
am indebted for this quotation to Bencdidl the XlVtir$ paftoral letter on the 
jiibilce of the year 1750. See th« carious and entertaining letters of M. Chaic, 
•om- iii> 

7« Male laclt ergo Romanus epifcopus ? qui, fupcr mortuorum bominum* 
Petri Se Paul!, fecundum nos, o(Ri veneranda .... offert Domino fiKri- 
ficia, et tnmulos eorumi Chrifti arbitratur altaria. Jerom. torn* iL 9dfttC 
Vigilant, p. 153. 

7* Jerom (torn. ii. p. taa ) bears ^itnefs to thefe tranllationSt which are 
oegleaed by the eccleftaftical hiftorians. The paffion of St. Andrew at 
Patne, is defcribed in an epiAle from the clergy of Achaia, which Baronina 
(Aniul. EcdeC A.D. 60. No 34.) wiihes to believe, and TiUemont ia forced 
to reject. St. Andrew was adopted as the fplritual founder of CoofVaati- 
nopie (Mem. Bcclef. torn. i. p. 317—3*3. 588 — S94-)- 

2 people 
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c W A p. people of IfraeL His afties, depofited in a golden 
^^^"'- vafe, and covered with a filken veil, wete delivered 
by the bifliops into each other's hands. The 
relics of Samuel were received by the people, with 
the fame joy and reverence which they would have 
ihewn to the living prophet ; the highways, from 
Paleftine to the gates of Conftantinople^ were 
filled with an uninterrupted proceffidn ; and the 
emperor Arcadius himfelf, at the head of the 
moft illuftrious members of the clergy and fenate, 
advanced to meet his extraordinary gueft, who 
had always deferved and claimed the homage of 
kings ^\ The example of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople confirmed the faith and difclpHne of the 
Catholic world. The honours of the faints and 
martyrs, after a feeble and inefFeftual murmur 
of profane reafon^^ were univerfally eftabliOied; 
and in the age of Ambrofe and Jerom, fomething 
was ftill deemed wanting to the fanftity of a 
Chrlftian church, till it had been confecrated by 
fome portion of holy relics, which fixed and in- 
flamed the devotion of the faithful. 
General In the long period of twelve hundred years, 

which elapfed between the reign of Conftantine 
and the reformation of Luther, the worfliip of 



refledtioos. 



71 Jcrom (torn. ii. p. 122.) pompouHy defciibes the tranlUtion of Samuel, 
which is noticed in all the c^ironiclcs of the cimdi« 

74 The prclbytcr Vigilantius, the prcteftant of his age, finnly, though 
Incffcdlually, with ilood thw fu per Uition of monks, relics, fainu, fafts, &c. 
for whicli Jcrom compares him to the Hydra, Ceiberus, the Centaurs, &c. 
and confiders him only as the organ of the daemon (torn. ii. p. i»o^ii6.)» 
Whoever will pcrufe the co^trovcrfy of St. Jerom and Vigilantius, and 
St Auguain^s account of the miracles of St, Uepben, may fpeedily gain 
fome idea of the fpiric of the fathers, 

faints 
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faints and relics corrupwd the pure and perfeft chap. 

xxviir 
fimplicity of the Chriftian model ; and fome y^^^^^ 

fyraptoms of degeneracy may be obferved even in 

the firft generations which adopted and cherilhcd 

this pernicious innovation. 

I. The fatisfaftory experience, that the relics ^* Fabui<H» 
of faints were more valuable than gold or precious reUci. 
ftoncs",- ftimulated the clergy to multiply the 
treafures of the church. Without much regard 
for truth or probability, they invented names for 
ikeletons, and aftions for names. The fame of 
the apoftles, and of the holy men who had imi- 
tated their virtues, was darkened by religious 
fiftion. To the invincible band of genuine and 
primitive martyrs, they, added myriads of ima- 
ginary heroes, who had never exiftcd, except in 
the fancy of crafty or credulous legendaries ; and 
there id reafon to fufpeft, that Tours might not 
be the only diocefe in which the bones of a male- 
fador were adored, inftead of thofe of a faint '^ 
A fuperftitious pradlice, which tended to increafe 
the temptations of fraud, and credulity, infenfibly 
extinguiflied the light of hiftory, and of reafon, in 
the Chriftian world. 

IL But the progrefs of fuperftition would have "• Mir*- 
been much lefs rapid and victorious, if the faith 

7 J M. dc Bmttfobre (Hift Hu Manichcifme, torn. ii. p. 648.) lias applied 
fworiHly fcnfe to tlie pious obfervation of the chrgy oi Smyrna, who care- 
fally prcf^rvcd the relics of St. Pcilycarp the m?.riyr. 

7^ Mantn of Tours (fee his Life, c. 8. by Sulpicius Severus) extorted tWj 
#cnfeflion from the mouth of the dead man. The error it allowed to be 
BMorail i the difcovery is fuppofed to be miraculous. Which of the two 
was Ukel/ to happen moft frequently ? 

af 
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CHAP, of the people had not been affifted by the feafdil« 
\ able aid of vifions and miracles, to afcertain the 
authenticity and virtue of the mod fufpicious 
relics. In the reign of the younger Theodofius, 
Lucian ", a prelbyter of Jetufalem, and the ecclc* 
liaflical miniiler of the village of Capharga- 
xnala, about twenty miles from the city, related 
a very fmgular dream, which, to remove his 
doubts, had been repeated on three fucceflive 
Saturdays. A venerable 6gure ftood before him, 
in the filence of the night, with a long beard, a 
white robe, and a* gold rod ; announced himfelf 
by the name of Gamaliel, and revealed to the 
aftoniQied prelbyter, that his own corpfe, with the 
bodies of his Ion Abibas, his friend Nicodemus, 
and the illuflrious Stephen, the firft martyr of the 
Chriftian faith, were fecretly buried in the ad- 
jacent 6eld. He added, with fome impatience, 
that it was time to releafe himfelf, and his com- 
panions, from their obfcure prifon ; that their 
appearance would be falutary to a diftreiTed world } 
and that they had made choice of Lucian to inform 
the bifliop of Jerufalem of their fituatioh, and 
their wifhes. The doubts and difficulties which 
ft ill retarded this important difcovery, were fuc- 
ceflively removed by new vifions : and the ground 

77 Luchn corTipofed in Greek his crginal narrative, which has been 
tranflatcd by Avitu?, and publi/held by Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D- 415). 
Koy^ie.). The licncdiainc editois of St. Auguftin have given (at tht 
end of the work de Civitace Dei) two fcveral copies, with many variout 
readings, li is the chara^er of falfchood to be loofe and inconfiftent. The 
moA incredible parts of the legend are fmoothed and foftcncd by TUIemont 
(Mem Eccltf. torn ii. p. 9, &c.). 

was 
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Was opened by the bithop, in the prefence of ah chap. 



innumerable itiulritude. The coffins of Gamaliel, 
of bis Ion, and of his friend, were found in regular 
order ; but when the fourth coffin, which con* 
timed the remains of Stephen, was fliewn to the 
light, the earth trembled, and an odour, fuch as 
that of paradife, was fmek, which inftantlj cured 
the TarioQS difeafes Of feventy-three of the affift* 
ants. The companions of Stephen were left in 
their peaceful refidence of Caphargamala i but the 
relics of the firft martyr were tranfported, in fb^ 
lemn proceffion, to a church conftruAed in their 
honour on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles 
of thofe relics, a drop of blood '*, or the fcrapings 
of a bone, were acknowledged^ in almoft every 
province of the Roman world, to poflfef^ a divine 
and miraculous virtue. The grave and learned 
Auguftin '% i^hofe underftanding fcarcely admits 
the excufe of credulity, has attefted the innume* 
rable prodigies which were performed in Africa 
by the relics of St. Stephen ; and this marvellous 
narrative is inferted in the elaborate work of the 
Gty of God, which the biffiop of Hippo defigned 
as a folid and immortal proof of the truth of 
Chriftianity. Auguftin fblemnly declares, that 

7* A pUal of St. Stephen*! blood was annually Uquefied at Naples, tiO ha 
was ibpcfibikd by Sc Janvarius (Ruinart. HiA. Pcrfecut. VandaL p. 519.). 

79 Aoguftin compofed the two-and-twenty books de Civicate Dei in the 
^e of thirteen years, A. D. 413— 4ai (Tiliemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. 
liY* p* teS, See*). His learning Is tooofcto borrowed, and his arguments 
an too often his own 3 but the whole work claims, the merit of a mtsnifi* 
seat defl^n, iragofoody, and not iinfldlfully, exccu(^« 

VoImV. K he 
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CHAP, he has feleded thofe miracles only which were 

XXVIII. 

<„- ^,i^> publicly certified by the perfons who were either 
the objeds, or the fpeftators, of the power of the 
martyr. Many prodigies were omitted^ or for- 
gotten ; and Hippo had been lefs favourably 
treated than the other cities of the province* 
And yet the bifliop enumerates above feventy 
miracles, of which three were refurredions from 
the dead, in the fpace of two years, and within 
the limits of his own diocefe *°. If we enlarge 
our view to all the diocefes, and all the faints, of 
the Chriftian world, it will not be eafy to calculate 
the fables, and the errors, which ilTued from this 
inexhauAible fource. But we may furely be al- 
lowed to obferve, that a miracle, in that age of 
fuperftitlon and credulity, loft its name and its 
merit, fince it could fcarcely be confidered as a 
deviation from the ordinary, and eflablifbed, laws 
of nature. * 
Jii Revival IlL The innumerable miracles, of which the 
tiicifmr tombs of the martyrs were the perpetual theatre, 
revealed to the pious believer the afhial ftate and 
conftitution of the invifible world; and his re- 
ligious fpeculations appeared to be founded on 
the firm bafis of faft and experience. Whatever 
might be the condition of vulgar fouls, in the 
long interval between the diflfolution and the re- 
furreflion of their bodies, it was evident that the 

^'o See Auguftin, deCivitot. Dei, Lxxii. c. j». and the Appendix, which 
contains two books of vt Stephen's miracles, by £vodiu$, biOtop of Uzalit. 
Freculphus (apud Bafna^e, HifKdes |uifs, torn viiL p«»49«) basprcfcrved 
a Callic or Spanish proverb, '* Whoever prt tends to hive read all cht mira. 

•• cks of St. bttplien, he lits." 

. fupetior 
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fiiiJerior fpirits of the faints and martyrs did not c h a v. 

• • XXVlil 

confume that portion of their exiftence in filent 
and inglorious fleep''. It was evident (without 
prefuming to detennine the place of their habita* 
tion, or the nature of their felicity) that they en* 
joyed the lively and a£tive confcioufnefs of their 
happinefsy their virtue, and their powers; and 
that they had already fecured the polTeflion of 
their eternal reward. The enlargement of their 
intelledual faculties furpafled the meafure of the 
human imagination ; fince it was proved by ^x« 
periencey that they were capable of hearing and 
underftapding the various petitions of their nu« 
merous votaries; who, in the fame moment of 
time, but in the mod diftant parts of the worlds 
invoked the name and alfiftance of Stephen or of 
Martin '% The confidence of their petitioners 
was founded on the perfuafion that the faints, who 
reigned with Chrift, cad an eye of pity upon 
earth ; that they were warmly interefted in the 
profperity of the Catholic church ; and that the 
individuals, who imitated the example of their 



Si Baniet (de StatQ Mortuorum, p. 56— S4«) coUeds the opinions of 
the Fathers, as far as they aflert the deep, or icpofc, of human fouls till the 
6rf of judgment. He afterwards ex pofcs (p. 91, &c.) the inconveniencies 
which mnft arife, if they pbflefled a more aAive and fenfiUe exIAence. 

Sa Vigilantius placed the fouls of the prophets and martyrs, either in the 
boGsm of Abraham (in loco refrigerii), or elfe under the altar of God. Nee 
poffe faia tumults et ubi voluerunt adcfle prsfentes. l)Ut Jerom (torn. ii. 
p- laa.) fternly refutes this hlajfhemy* Tu Deo leges pones? Tu apoftolit 
vincula injicieSy ut ufque ad diem judicli teneantur cu(lodiil| nee Hnt cum 
Domino fuo; de quibus fcriptum eft, Sequuntur Agnum quocunque vadlt* 
${ Agntss ubique, ergo, et hi, qui cnm Agno funt, ubique efle credendl ftmt. 
£t cu^t diabolus et dirmoncs toto vagentur in orbe, &c. 



K2 faiOv 
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CHAP, faith and piety, were the peculiar and favourite 
objects of their moft tender regard. Sometimes, 
indeed, their friendfliip might be influenced by 
confiderations of a lefs exalted kind : tt^ey viewed, 
with partial afiedion, the places which had been 
confecrated by their birth, their refidence, their 
death, their burial, or the poiTeffion of their re* 
lie*. The meaner paflions of pride, avarice, 
and revenge, may be deemed unworthy of a ce- 
leftial bread; yet the faints themfelves conde- 
fcended to teftify their grateful approbation of ttie 
ItberaUty of their votaries : and the (harped bolts 
of punifiunent were hurled againft thofe impious 
wretches, who violated their magnificent {brines, 
or^difbclieved their fupernatti^ral power'". Atro- 
cious, indeed, muft have been the guilt, and 
ftrange would have been the fcepttdrm, of thofe 
men, if they had obftinately refifled the proofs of 
a divine agency, which the elements^ the whole 
range of the animal creation, and even the fubtle 
and invifible operations of the human mind, were 
compeikd to obey ^\ The imn^ediate, and almofl 
indantaneous, effeds, that were fuppofed to follow 
the prayer, or the offence, latisfied the Chriftbns, 
of the ample meafure of favour and authority, 
which the faints enjoyed ia the prefence of the 
Supreme God ; and it feemed almoft fuperfluous 

83 Fleury, DIftours fur THift. Ecclcfiaftiquc, iil. p. 80. 

84 At Minorca, the relics of St. Stephen convcrteti, in eight diys, 54c 
Jews J wiih the help, indeed, of fomc wholefome feventics, fuch as buroin^ 
tiie fynagogue, driving the obflinate intidels to (larvc among the rocks« Scz. 
See the o. iginal later of Severus biihop of Minorca (ad calcem St. Auguftin. 
dc Civ. Dei), and the judicious remarks of Bafnagc (toini< viii* p. 145—- a5i-)« 

a to 
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to e&quire, whether they were continually obliged chap, 
to intercede before the throne of grace ; or whether ^—^^,^ 
they might not be permitted to exercife, accord* 
ing to the dictates of tiieir benevolence and juf* 
tice, the delegated powers of their fubordinate 
miniftry. The imagination, which had been raifed 
by a painful eObrt to the contemplation and wor« 
fliip of the Univerfal Caufe, eagerly embraced fu,ch 
inferior objefls of adoration, as were more pro- 
portioned to its grofs conceptions and imper- 
fed faculties. The fublime and fimple theology 
of the primitive Chriftians was gradually cor« 
rupted; and the monarchy of heaven, already 
clouded by metaphyfical fubtleties, was degraded 
by the introduction of a popular mythology, which 
tended to reftore the reign of polytheifm '*. 

IV. As the objeds of religion were gradually J^^?"'*®- 
reduced to the ftandard of the imagination, the Pagan cc 
rites and ceremonies were introduced that feemed 
moft powerfully to affeft.the fenfes of the vulgar. 
If, in the beginning of the fifth century '% Ter- 
tuUian, or Ladantius "^^ had been fuddenly raifed 
from the dead, to affift at the feftival of fome 

»5 Mr. Hume (EiTiys, vol ii. p. 434.) pbfcrves, like a philofopher, the 
oanira) Aux and reflux of polyrlieifm and tluifm. 

*6 D*Aubign^ (fee his own Mcrtioirs, p. 1^6—160.) frankly offered, 
with the content of the Huguenot miniAers, to allow the firll 49c years as 
the rule of faith. The Cardinal du Perron haggled for forty years more, 
which were indifcrcetly given. Yet neither p^rty would have found their 
Kcouot in Uiis foollfli bargain. 

•7 The worftiip pradifed and inculcated by Tertullian, Iji£lantlus, Ar- 
nobius» &c. is fo extremely pure and fpiritual, that their declamations againft 
the Pa^tn, fometimci glance .igainft the Jev.-ifli, ceremonies* 

K 3 popular 
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CHAP, popular faint, or martyr " ; they would have 
^yj^ gazed with aflonifliment, and indignation, on the 
profane fpeftacle, which bad fucceeded to the 
pure and fpiritual woHhip of a Chriftian congre- 
gation. As foon as the doors of the church were 
thrown open, they muft have been offended by 
the fmoke of incenfe, the perfume of flowers, and 
the glare of lamps and tapers, which diffufed, at 
noon-day, a gawdy, fuperfluous, and, in their 
opinion, a facrilegious light. If they approached 
the baluftrade of the altar, they made their way 
through the proftrate crowd, confiding, for the 
moft part, of ftrangers and pilgrims, who reforted 
to the city on the vigil of the feaft; and who al- 
ready felt the ftrong intoxication of fanaticifm, 
and, perhaps, of wine. Their devout kifles were 
imprinted on the walls and pavement of the facred 
edifice ; and their fervent prayers were direfted, 
whatever might be the language of their church, 
to the bones, the blood, or the aflies of the faints, 
which were ufually concealed, by a linen or filken 
veil, from the eyes of the vulgar. The Chriftians 
frequented the tombs of the martyrs, in the hope 
of obtaining, from their powerful interceflion, 
every fort of fpiritual, but more efpecially of tem- 
poral, bleflings. They implored the prefervation 
of their health, or the cure of their infirmities j 

S8 Faufltis the Manichaean accufes the Catholics pf idolatry. Vertitis 
idola in martyres . . . quos votis fimilibus colitis. M. de L^cau^ob^e (Hift. 
Critique du Manicheifrr.e, torn. ii. p. 619— 700. )» a ProteAaot, but a 
philofopher, has reprefenttd, with candour and learmngi the introdudUon oC 
Cbnfitan idt/atrj in the fourth and fifth centuries. 

the 
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the firukfulnefs of their barren wives, or the fafety chap. 

XXVlII 

and happinefs of their children. Whenever they 
undertook any diftant or dangerous journey, they 
reqiieftedy that the holy martyrs would be their 
guides and protestors on the road ; and if they 
returned, without having experienced .any mif- 
fortune, they again badened to the tombs of the 
-martyrs, to celebrate, with grateful thankfgivingSy 
their obligations to the memory and relics of thofe 
heavenly patrons. The walls were hung round 
with fymbols of the favours, which they had re- 
ceived; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold and 
filver: and edifying pidures, which could not 
long efcape the abufe of indifcreet or idolatrous 
devotion, reprefented the image, the attributes, 
and the miracles of the tutelar faint. The fame 
uniform original fpirit of fuperftition might fug« 
gefty in the moil diftant ages and countries, the 
fame methods of deceiving the credulity, and of 
^t&ing the fenfes, of mankind '^ : but it muft in* 
genuoully be confefled, that the minlfters of the 
Catholic church imitated the profane model, which 
chey were impatient to deftroy. The moft re^ 
fpeflable blihops bad perfuaded themfelves, that 
the ignorant ruftics would more cheerfully re- 
pounce the fuperftitions of Paganifm, if they 
found fome refemblancp, (bme compenfation, in 

S9 The refembbnce of fuperilition, wbkh could not be imiuted, might 
be traced from Japan to Mexico. Warburton has feized this idea, which be 
diftoru, byrtnderingic too general and abfolatc (Divine Legation^ vol* Iv. 
p. iz6> &c;« 

Jfi4 |hf 
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CHAP, the bofom of Chriftianity. The reUsioo of CoU* 
XX y III 

ftantme atchieved, in lefs than a century » the final 

conquefl: of the Roman empire : but the vi£lor« 

themfelves were infenfibly fubdued by the art$ of 

their vanquiQied rivals ^^ 

9^ The imitation of Paganifm is the Aibjedl of Dr. Middleroo^s agreeable 
ktter from Home. Warburton** animadverlions obligrd bim to comic^ 
(vpl* iii. p. iio-«i32.) the biftory of (h^ two r^ttfioM i and lo piovt ^ 

antiquity of (he Chriftiao popy. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

Final Divijion of the Roman Empire between the 
Sons ofTheodoJius. — Reign \>fArcadius andHono^ 
rius. — Admini/iration of Rufinus and Stilicho.'^ 
Revolt and Defeat ofGildo in Africa. 

nnHE genius of Rome expired with ITieo- chap. 
-*• dofius ; the laft 6f the fucceflbrs of Au- J^i^JfL^ 
guftus and Conftantine, who appeared in the field Divifion of 
at the head of their armies, and whofe authority bl^^wSS*'*' 
was univerfally acknowledged throughout Jthe 



Arcadius 
and Hono- 



whole exttot of the empire* The memory of ""»• 
his virtues ftill continued, however, to proted jan!?;?* 
the feeble and inexperienced youth of his two 
i(His* After the death of their father, Arcadius 
and HonoriuB were faluted, by the unanimous 
eonfent of mankind, as the lawful emperors of 
the Eaft, and of the Weft ; and the oath of fidelity 
was eagerly taken by every order of the ftate;' 
the fenates of old and new Rome, the clergy, the 
magiftrates, the foldiers, and the people. Area* 
dius, who then was about eighteen years of 
age, was born in Spain, in the humble habitation 
of a private fiimily. But he received a princely 
education in ^ the palace of Conflantinople ; and 
his inglorious life was fpent in that peaceful and 
fplendid feat of royaky, from whence he appeared 
to reign over the provinces of Thrace, Afia Minor, 
Syria, and Hgypt, from the Lower Danube to the 
confine di Pejfia and u£thiopia. His younger 

brother. 
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CHAP, brother, Honorius, aflumed, in the eleventh year 
._^^^ of his age, the nominal government of Italy, 
Africa, Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; and the troops, 
which guarded the frontiers of his kingdom, were 
oppofed, on one fide, to the Caledo^ians, and o& 
the other, to the Moors. The great and martial 
prajfefture of Illyricum was divided between the 
two princes ; the defence and poffeflion of the pro- 
vinces of Noricum, Pannonia, and Dalmatia, ftill 
belonged to the weftern empire ; but the two large 
diocefes of Dacia and Macedonia, which Gratian 
had entrufted to the valour of Theodofius, were 
for ever united to the empire of the Eaft. The 
boundary in Europe was not very different froni 
the line which now feparates the Germans and the 
Turks ; and the refpedive .advantages of territory, 
riches, populoufnefs, and military ftrength) 
were fairly balanced and compenfated, in . this 
final and permanent divifion of -ihe Roman em? 
pire. The hereditary fcepcre of the fons of Theo- 
dofius appeared to be the gift of nature, and of 
their father ; the generals and miniibers had been 
accu domed to adore the majefty of the royal in- 
fants ; and the army and people were not admo* 
niihed of their rights, and of their power, by the 
dangerous example of a recent eledion. The 
gradual difcovery of the weaknefs of Arcadius 
and Honorius, and the repeated calamities of 
their reign, were not fufficient to obliterate the 
deep and early impreflions of loyalty. The fub^ 
je^s of Rome, who ftill reverenced the perfons, 
or rather the names, of their fovereigns, beheld^ 
with equal ^bhorrence^ the rebels \i?ho oppofed, 

an4 
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and the minifters who abufed« the authority of c h a p. 

XXIX 

the throne. ^,^^,,^ 

Theodofius had tarhiflied the glory of his reien charaOer 
by the elevation of Runnus ; an odious favourite, Aration of 
^0, in an age of civil and religious feCUon, has "a!"d. 
dcferved, from every party, the imputation of ^s*— 39S- 
every crime. The ftrong impulfe of ambition 
and avarice ' had urged Rufinus to abandon his 
native country, an obfcure corner of Gaul% to 
advance his fortune in the capital of the Eaft: 
the talent of bold and ready elocution ' qualified 
him to fucceed in the lucrative profeffion of the 
law; and his fuccefs in that profeffion was a 
regular ftep to the mod honourable and important 
employmeats of the ftate. He was raifed, by 
jaft degrees, to the ftation of mafter of the offices. 
In the exercife of his various funflions, fo effen- 
tially connected with the whole fyftem of civil 
government, he acquired the confidence of a mo* 
narch, who foon difcovered his diligence and 
capacity ia bufinefs, and who long remained 
ignorant of the pride, the malice, and the covetouC* 
nefs of his difpoiition. Thefe vices were con« 
cealed beneath the maik of profound diffimulation ^; 

> AlsAo, enviout of the public felicity, convenes an infernal fynorf. 
Megcra recommen is her pupil r^ufinus, and excites him to deeds of mif- 
cbirf, &c- But there is as much difference between Claudian^s fuiy and that 
of Virgil, as between the char<i€kers of Tumus and Roiinus. 

* It is evident (Tillemont, Hift. desEmp. torn- v. p. 77a), though de 
Marca is alhamed of his countryman, that Rufinus was born at EJufj, the 
flKtropoUs of Novempopulania, now a fmall village of Oafcony (d'ilnville. 
Notice de TAncienne Gaule, p. 289. )• 

3 Pbiloftorgius, 1. xi* c. 3. with Godefroy*s Diflert* p. 440. 

4 A pailage of Suidas is expredire of his profoand dilSmulation ; 

his 
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CHAP, his pnflions were fubfervient only to the paflionf 
of his mafter ; ^ yet, in the horrid mafTacre of Thrf* 
ialonica, the cruel Rufinus inflamed the fury, 
without imitating the repentance, of Theodofius. 
The minifter, who viewed with proud indifference 
the reft of mankind, never forgave the appearance 
of an injury ; and his perfonal enemies had for- 
feited in his opinion the merit of all public fer- 
vices. Promotus, the roafter-general of the in- 
fantry, had faved the empire from the invafion 
of the Oftrogotbs ; but he indignantly fupported 
the pre-eminence of a rival, whofe charader and 
prdfeflion he defpifed ; and, in the midft of a 
' public council, the impatient foldier was pro- 
voked to chaftife with a blow the indecent pride 
of the favourite. This ad of violence was repre^ 
fented to the emperor as an infult, which it was 
incumbent on bis dignity to refent. The dif- 
grace and exile of Promotus were (ignifiod by a 
peremptory order, to repair, withgut delay, to a 
military ftation on the banks of the Danube ; and 
the death of that general (though he was (lain in 
a fkirmifli with the Barbarians) was imputed to 
the perfidious arts of Rufinus *• The facrifice of 
an hero gratified his revenge ; the honours of the 
confuKhip elated his vanity j but his power was 
ftill imperfeft and precarious, as long as the im- 
portant pofls of praefeft of the Eaft, and of prafed 
of Conftantinople, were filled by Tatian% and 

his 

$ Zofimos, 1. iv. p. 27s, S73. 

6 Zoiimu$» wlM) defcribes tlie U\\ of TatUn and Yi% fon (I. iv. p* X73, 
•74. ), aflerts their innocence : and even bit teftimony may oatwcigfa tlte 
cltaiges of their enemies (Cod, TheodoC torn. iv. p. 489.], who accufc 

tbcm 
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his fon Proculus ; whore united authority ba^ chap. 
lanced, for fomc time, the ambition and favour ,**'^* 
of the mafter of the offices. The two praefefts 
were accufed of rapine and corruption in the ad*- 
miniftration of the hws and finances. For the 
trial of thefe illuftrious offenders, the emperor 
condituted a fpecial commiffion ; feveral judges 
were named to (hare the guilt and reproach of 
injuftice; but the right of pronouncing fentence 
was referved to the prefident alone, and that pre- 
fident was Rufinus himfelf. The father, flripped 
of the pracfedure of the Eaft, was thrown into a 
dungeon ; but the fon, confcious that few mini* 
fters can be found innocent, where an enemy is 
their judge, had fecretly efcaped ; and Rufinus 
muft have been fatisfied with the lead obnoxious 
vi£Hm, if defpotifm had not condefcended to em- 
ploy the bafeft and mod ungenerous artifice. The 
profecution was condufted with an appearance of 
equity and moderation, which flattered Tatian 
with the hope of a fiavourable event; his con- 
fidence was fortified by the foiemn aiTurances, and 
perfidious oaths, of the prefident, who prefumed 
to interpofe the facred name of Tbeodofius him- 
felf ; and the unhappy father was at lad perfuaded 
to recal, by a private letter, the fugitive Proculus. 
He was indantly feized, examined, condemned, 
and beheaded, in one of the fuburbs of Condan. 
linople, with a precipitation which difappointed 

tl.em of opprcfling the Curiae, The connexion of Tatian with the Arians, 
while he was prafftft of Egypt (A. D. 373.)» inclines TiUcmont to believe 
t) at he was guilty of evQry crime (Hift. dcs Emp. torn. v. p. 360. Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. li. p« 5S9.}. 

the 
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QHAPi the clemency of the emperor. Without refpeft* 
ing the misfortunes of a confular feaator, the 
cruel judges of Tatian compelled him to behold 
the execution of his fon: the fatal cord was 
fattened round his own neck $ but in the moment 
when he expefted, and perhaps defired, the relief 
of a fpeedy death, he was permitted to confume 
the miferable remnant of his old age in poverty 
and exile ^ The punifhment of the two prasfeds 
might> perhaps, be excufed by the exceptionable 
parrs of their own conduft ; the enmity of Rufinus 
might be palliated by the jealous and unfodable 
nature of ambicion. But he indulged a fpirit of 
revenge, equally repugnant to prudence and to 
juftice, when he degraded their native country of 
Lycia, from the rank of Roman provinces ; ftig- 
matifcd a gulhlefs people with a mark of igno- 
miny ; and declared that the countrymen of 
Tatian and Proculus fliould ever remain inca* 
pable of holding any employment of honour or 
sMivantage, under the Imperial government'. 

The 

7 Juvtnum rorantla coil* 

Ante pasrurn vuliuj Ari^ cecidcre fecari. 
ibac grandapvus naco moriente Aip^rftea 
Pod trabeas exful. 

In Rufin. i 24^; 
The faSls of Zofimus explain the aUmfiMs of CJaudian $ but hi» claffic 
imcrprctcrs were ignorant of the fourth century. The fatal cerJ, I 
found, with the help of Tillemont, in a fennon of St. Afterios of 
Asnafea. 

8 This odious law is recited, and repealed, hy Arcadioj f A D. 396. )» 
in the Theodofian Codt, 1. ix. tit. xxxviii. leg. 9. Tlw fcnfc, as it is 
explained by Claudian (in Kufin. i. 234.) and Godefroy (torn. iii. p. 279), 
U perfcdly clear. 

— Exfcindere civet 
Funditus J ct nomen gentis dclcrc laborat. 
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The new praefeft of the Eaft (for Riifinus inftantly chap. 
fucceeded to the vacant honours of his adverfary) J^^^ 
was not diverted, however, by the moft criminal 
purfuits, from the pterformance of the religious 
duties, which . in that age were confidered as the 
moft efientiallto falvation* In the fuburb of Chai^i 
cedon, furnamed the Oak^ he had built a magni- 
ficent villa ; to which he devoutly added a ftately 
church, confecrsiited to the apoftles St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and continually fanflified by the prayers, 
and penance, of a regular fociety of monks. A 
numerous, and almoft general, fynod of the bifliopa 
of the eaftern empire was fummoned to celebrate, 
at the fame time, the dedication of the church, 
and the baptifm of the founder. This double 
ceremony was performed with extraordinary pomp; 
and when Rufinus was puritied, in the holy font, 
from all the fins that he had hitherto committed, 
a venerable hermit of Egypt rafiily propofed him- 
felf as the fponfor of a. proud and ambitious 
flatefman ^ 

The charaSer of Theodofius impofed on his H«op. 
minifler the talk of hypocrify, which difguifed, ETfu*'^* 
and fometimes reftrained, the abufe of power ; ^* ^* 39S- 
and Rufinus was apprehenfive of difturbing the 
indolent flumber of a prince, ftiU capable of 
exerting the abilities, and the virtue, which had 

The fcniples of Pagi and TUIemont can ar'ife only from their zeal for the 
(lory of Theodofius. 

9 AmmoDiut % . • Rufinttm proprils mnnlbus fufccplt facro fontc niun- 
datttO). See Rofweyde*s Vita: Patrum, p. 947* Sozomen (1. vlH. c. 17.) 
roeDtiom the church and Oionaflcry 3 and TiUemont ^Mcxn. EccleC torn. ix. 
p. 593.) records this. fynod, in whUh St. Crfjory of Nyfla performed a 
coofpicuotts part. 

p raifed 
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c^" A p. raifed him to the throne ". But the abfence, and 
foon afterwards, the death, of the emperor, con* 
firmed the abfolute authority of Rufinus over the 
perfon and docninfons of Arcadius ; a feeble youth, 
whom the imperious praefeA confidered as his 
pupil, rather than his fovereign. Regardiefs of 
the public opinion, he indulged his paflions with' 
out remorfe, and without reiiftance ; and his ma« 
Kgnant and rapacious fpirit rejeded every paffion 
that might have contributed to his own glory, or 
the happinefs of the people. His avarice '% 
which feems to have prevailed in his corrupt 
mind, over every other fentiment, attrafled the 
wealth of the Eaft, by the various arts of p»tialj 
and general, extortion ; oppredive taxes, fcan- 
dalous bribery, immoderate fines, unjuft confif- 
cations, forced or fictitious teftaments, by which 
the tyrant defpoiled of their lawful inheritance the 
children of ftrangers, or enemies ; and the public 
fate of juftice, as well as of fevour, which he 
iniliruted in the palace of Conftantinople« The 

10 Monttfi}uieQ (Efpflt det Lo'x, 1 xii. c %%,) pnires otte df the. 
laws of Thcodofius, addrefled to the pr:cfcd Rufinus (L Ix. tit* iv^ leg. 
unic), to difcouraj^e the profccution of ircafonable, or dcrilegious, words. 
A tyrannical ftatute always proves tlie exigence of tyranny $ but a laud- 
able cdi^ may only contain tlie fpecious profeffions^ or loetfeftual witbes, 
of the prince, or his mini£l-wrs. This, 1 am afraid, Isa juft, though moril- 
i'ying, canon of criticifm. 

" fludtibusauri 

Sxpleri ille caJor mquit 



Congeite cumulantur opei j orbifijue rnplnas 

Acciplt una domus. 
This charaaer (Claudlan. in Rulin. i. 1S4— 120.) it oonfirmed by Jerom. 
a dlfinterefted vvitnefs (dedecus Infatiabilis avaritis, torn. i. ad Heliodor. 
p 7 6.)> by Zofimus (.!• ^- P a86.), and by Suidts, who copied the hHlory 
of Eunapius. 

ambitious 
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ambitious candidate eagerly folicited, at the ex- chap. 
pence of the fiaiireft part of his patrimony^ the ho- v« 
nours and emoluments of fome provincial go- 
vernment : the lives and fortunes of the unhappy 
people were abandoned to the moft liberal pur« 
chafer; and the public difcontent was fometimes 
appeafed by the facrifice of an unpopular criminal, 
whofe punifliment was profitable only to the pras« 
fed of the Eaft, his accomplice and his judge. If 
avarice were not the blindeft of the human paflions, 
the motives of Rufinus might exgite our curiofity ; 
and we might be tempted to inquire, with what 
view he violated every principle of humanity and 
juftice, to accumulate thofe immenfe treafures, 
which he could not fpend without folly, nor 
poflefs without danger. Perhaps he vainly imai> 
gined, that he laboured for the interefl: of an only 
daughter, on whom he intended to bellow his 
royal pupil, and the auguft rank of Emprefs of 
the Eaft. Perhaps he deceived himfelf by the 
opinion, that his avarice was the inftrument of 
his ambition. He afpired to place his fortune on 
a fecure and independent bafis, which Ihouldno 
longer depend on the caprice of the young em« 
peror ; yet he negleded to conciliate the hearts 
of the foldiers and people, by the liberal diilri* 
bution of fhofe riches, which he had acquired 
with fo much toil, and with fo much guilt. The 
extreme parfimony of Rufinus left him only the 
reproach, and envy, of ill-gotten wealth ; his de- 
pendents ferved him without attachment; the 
univerlal hatred of mankind was r^preffed only 
by the influence of fervile &ar« The fate of 
Vol. V. L Luciaa 
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CHAP. 
XXIX. 



Lucian proclaimed to the Eaft, that the praefeft, 
whofe induftry was much abated in the difpatch 
of ordinary bufmefs, was aftive and indefatigable 
in the purfuit of revenge. Lucian, the fon of the 
prajfeft Florentius, the oppreflbr of Gaul, and the 
enemy of Julian, had employed a confiderable 
part of his inheritance, the fruit of rapine and 
corruption, to purchafe the friendship of Rufinus, 
and the high office of Count of the Eaft. But the 
new magiftrate imprudently departed from the 
maxims of the court, and of the times ; difgraced 
his benefador, by the contraft of a virtuous and 
temperate adminiftration ; and prefumed to re- 
fufe an a£t of injuftice, which might have tended 
to the profit of the emperor's uncle. Arcadiu$ 
was eafily perfuaded to refent the fuppofed infult ; 
and the prjefeft of the Eaft refolved to execute in 
perfon the cruel vengeance, which he meditated 
againft this ungrateful delegate of his power. He 
performed with inceffant fpeed the journey of feven 
or eight hundred miles, from Conftantinople to 
Antioch, entered the capital of Syria at the dead of 
night, and fpread univerfal confternation among a 
people, ignorant of his defign, but not ignorant of 
his charafter. The count of the fifteen provinces 
of the Eaft was dragged, like the vileft malefeflor, 
before the arbitrary tribunal of Rufinus. Not- 
withftanding the cleareft evidence of his integrity^ 
which wa« not impeached even by the voice of 
an accufer, Lucian was condemned, almoft with- 
out a trial, to fuffer a cruel and ignominious pu* 
niflimenf. The minifters of the tyrant, by the 
order, and in theprefence, of their mafter, beat 

hixu 
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him on the neck with leather thongs, armed at ^^ ^ ^* 
the extremities with lead ; and when he fainted ^,-^^^*w 
under the violence of the pain, he was removed in 
a dofe litter, to conceal his dying agonies from 
the eyes of the indignant city. No fooner had 
Rufinus perpetrated this inhuman ad, the fole 
objed of his expedition, than he returned, amidft 
the deep, and filent, curfes of a trembling people, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople ; and his diligence 
was accelerated, by the hope of accomplUhing, 
without delay, the nuptials of his daughter with 
the emperor of the £a(t ^\ 

But Rufinus foon experienced, that a prudent ^''t'^'j: 
minifter fliould conftantly fecure his royal captive by^mar- 
by the ftrong, though invifible, chain of habit; ^^i^f/'^ 
and that the merit, and much more eafily the fa- ^^^^l^* 
vour, of the abfent, are obliterated in a fhort 
time from the mind of a weak and capricious 
fovereign. While the prasfed fatiated his revenge 
at Antioch, a fecret confpiracy of the favourite 
eunuchs, directed by the great chamberlain £u- 
tropins, undermined his power in the palace of 
Conftantinople. They difcovered that Arcadius 
was not inclined to love the daughter of Rufinus, 
who had been chofen, without his confent, for his 
bride; and they contrived to fubflitute in her 
place the fair Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto '% 

■> ■ Ccten fegnii ; 

Ad focinus veloz $ penitus regioiw remotas 
IiDpisef ire vias. 
This allufion of Claudian (In RufimL 141.) is again explained by the cir- 
cumftantial narrative of Zofimus (1. v. p.iSS, 189.). 

>1 Zoflmtts (Lit. p. 243.) pratfet th: valour, prudence, and integrity 
cf BautQ tbeFrankt See Tilkmont, Hlft. dcs £mpcreurS| torn. ▼• p. 77'* 

La a ge- 
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CHAP, a general of the Franks in the fervice of Rome ; 
and who was educated, iince the death of her fa- 
ther, in the fomily of the fons of Promotus. The 
young emperor, whofe chaftity had been (bi6Uy 
guarded by the pious care of his tutor Arfenius *% 
eagerly lifteQed to the artful and flattering defcrip- 
tions of the charms of Eudoxia : he gazed with 
impatient ardour on her pidure, and he under- 
flood the neceflity of concealing his amorous de* 
iigns from the knowledge of a minifter, who was 
fo deeply intereiled to oppofe the confummattoa 
of his happinefs. Soon after the return of Rufinus^ 
the approaching ceremony of the royal nuptials 
was announced to the people of Conftantinople^ 
who prepared to celebrate, with falfe and hollow 
acclamations, the fortune of his daughter. A 
fplendid train of euntichs and officers iflued, id 
hymeneal pomp, from the gates of the palace ; 
bearing aloft the diadem, the robes, and the in« 
eftimable ornaments, of the future emprefs. Tl^ 
folemn proceflion paflfed through the ftreets of the 
city, which were adorned with garlands, and filled 
with fpedators; but, when it reached the houfe of 
the fons of Promotus, the f>rincipal eunuch re- 
fpedfuily entered the manfion, invefted the fair 
Eudoxia with the Imperial robes, and conduced 
her in triumph to the palace and bed of Arca- 
dius". The fecrecy, and fuccefs, with which 

this 

U Arfimtui efcaped from the palace of Conftantinopley and pftffed fifty* 
five ytare in rigid pcaance in the menafteries of Egypt Sec TiUemonC^ 
Mem. Ecclef. torn. xlv. p. 676<— 70s. j and Fle«ry» Hid* Ecdcf. torn. t« 
p. I9 ftc. : but the latter^ for want of authentic matcrialsj bas given too much 
credit to the legend of Mcuphraftes* 

15 Thia ftory (Zoiimuty l.v. p. 290.) proves that the hymeneal rite» 
oC antiquity were fUU pradifed, witbout idiUtryf by tbe Chiiftiaas 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 149 

this confpiracy againft Rufinus had been con- chap. 
dufted, imprinted a mark of indelible ridicule on 
the charader of a minifter^ who had fufFered him- 
felf to be deceived, in a pod where the arts of 
deceit and diflimulation conilitute the mod dif- 
tinguiihed merit* He confidered, with a mix- 
ture of indignation and fear, the victory of an 
afpiring eunuch, who had fecretly captivated the 
favour of his fovercign ; and the difgrace of his 
daughter, whofe intereft was infeparably con- 
nected with his own, wounded the tendernefs, or^ 
at lead, the pride, of Rufinus. At the moment 
when he flattered hlmfelf that be Ihould become 
the father of a line of kings, a foreign maid, who 
had been educated in the houfe of his implacable 
enemies, was introduced into the Imperial bed; 
and Eudozia foon difplayed a fuperiority of fenfe 
and fpirit, to improve the afcendant which her 
beauty muJft acquire over the mind of a fond and 
youthful hiifband. The emperor would foon be 
inftrufted to hate, to fear, and to deftroy, the 
powerful fubjeCl, whom he had injured ; and the 
confciouihefs of guilt deprived Rufinus of every 
hope, either of fafety or comfort, in the retire- 
ment of a private life* But he ftiU poflefled the 
moft effedual means of defending his dignity, 
and perhaps of opprefling his enemies^ The prae- 
k€t fttU exercifed an uncontrouled authority over 
the civil and military government of the EaA: 

of die £aft } and the bride vr^%ferahly conducted from the houfe of her pa* 
rents to that of her huiband. Our form of marriage reguircf^ with kfs de- 
licacy, Uk exprefs and public cofifent of a virgin* 

L 3 and 
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CHAP, and his treafures, if be could refolve to ufe them^ 

XXIX* 

I— ^^»^ might be employed to procure proper inftruments, 
for the execution of the blacked defigns, that 
pride, ambition, and revenge, could fuggeft to a 
defperate (tatefman. The character of Rufinus 
feemed to juftify the accufations, that he confpired 
againft the perfon of his fovereign, to feat himfelf 
on the vacant throne ; and that he had fecretly in- 
vited the Huns, and the Goths, to invade the pro- 
vinces of the empire, and to increafe the public 
confufion. The fubtle praefefl, whofe life had 
been fpent in the intrigues of the palace, oppofed, 
virith equal arms, the artful meafures of the eunuch 
Eutropius; but the timid foul of Rufinusi viras 
aftoniflied by the hoftile approach of a more formid- 
able rival, of the great Stilicho, the general, or 
rather the mafter, of the empire of the Weft "*• 
Charaaerof The celeftial gift which Achilles obtained, and 
minifter**" Alexander envied, of a poet worthy to celebrate 
of**^*w'ft* the aftions of heroes, has been enjoyed by Stili- 
«ro empire.* cho, in a much higher degree than might have 
been expeded from the declining ftate of genius, 
and of art. The mufe of Claudian'% devoted to 
his fervice, was always prepared to ftigmatife his 
adverlaries, Rufinus, or Eutropius, with eternal 
infamy; or to paint, in the moft fplendid co« 
lours^ the viftories^ and virtues, of a powerful be- 
ne&^or. In the review of a period indifferently 

>6 Zoiimut (1. ▼• p. S90O9 Orofius (1. vii. c. 37* )« an<l the Chronicle 
of Marcellinut. Claudlan (in Ruftn. iL 7<->joo.) paints, in iivtly colciin* 
the diftrcfs and guile of the pnefcA. 

>7 Stilicho. direftly or indire^lyy is the perpetual theme of CUudian, 
The youths and private life of the hero^ are tagaely exprefled in the ppem qn 
bis 6rft confuUhipf 35«~S40. 

fuppfied 
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fiipplied with authentic materials, we cannot re» chap. 

XXIX 

fufe to illuflrate the annals of Honorius, from the ^^,0^^.^ 
inveftives, or the panegyr^s, of a contemporary 
writer; but as Claudian appears to have indulged 
the mod ample privilege of a poet and a courtier, 
fome criticifm will be requifite to tranflate the 
language of fiftion, or exaggeration, into the 
truth and fimplicity of hiftoric profe. His filence 
concerning the family of Stilicho may be admitted 
as a proof, that his patron was neither able, nor 
defirous, to boaft of a long feries of illuftrious pro- 
genitors; and the flight mention of his father, 
an officer of Barbarian cavalry, in the fervice of 
Valens, feems to countenance the aflertion, that 
the general, who fo long commanded the armiea 
of Rome, was defcended from the favage and per- 
fidious race of the Vandals *'• If Stilicho had 
not pofleiTed the external advantages of ftrength 
and ftature, the mod flattering bard, in the pre- 
fence of fo many thoufand fpeflators, would have 
hefitated to affirm^ that he furpaflfed the meafure 
of the demi-gods of antiquity ; and, that when- 
ever he move^^ with lofty fteps, through the 
ftreets of the capital, the afloniflied crowd made 
room for the ftranger, who difplayed, in a private 
condition, the awful majefty of a hero. From 
his earliefl: youth he embraced the profeflion of 
arms ; his prudence and valour were foon diftia- 
guiflied in the field; the horfemen and archery 

iS Vaadalorum^ imbellis, avaracy perfidae, et dolofae, gentts, gcncrc edltns. 
Orofius, Lvii. c 38, Jerom (tom.i. ad Gcrontiam, p. 93*? calls him a 
Qcou-B^rWiaik 

L4 of 
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CHAP* of the Eaft admired his fupcrior dexterity; and 
^,>^v— !,> in each degree of his military promotions, the 
public judgment always prevented and approved 
the choice of the fovereign. He was named by 
Theodofius, to ratify a folemn treaty with the 
monarch of Perfia: he fupported, during that 
important embaffy, the dignity of the Roman 
name ; and after his return to Conftantinople, his 
merit was rewarded by an intimate and honour- 
able fiance with the Imperial family. Theodb- 
fms had been prompted, by a pious motive of 
fraternal aifedion, to adopt, for his own, the 
daughter of his brother Honorius; the beauty 
and accomplifliments of Serena** were nniver- 
fally admired by the obfequious court ; and Sti- 
licho obtained the preference over a crowd of 
rivals, who ambitioufly difputed the hand of the 
princefs, and the favour of her adoptive father ***• 
The aflurance that the hufband of Serena would 
be faithful to the throne, which he was permitted 
to approach, engaged the emperor to exalt the 
fortunes, and to employ the abilities, of the laga- 
cious and intrepid Stilicho. He rofe through 
the fuccefliive fteps of mafter of the horfe, and 
His military count of the domeftics, to the fupreme rank of 
mafter-general of all the cavalry and infantry of 

V9 Chudian, In in imperfeA poem> has drawn n fair, perhaps a flattering^ 
l^rtrait of Serena* That favourite niece of Tlieodofivs was born, as well 
as her filler Thermantia, in Spain j from whence, in their earlieft youtb^ 
they were honourably conduced to the palace of Conftaotinople* 

9>9 Son>e doubt may be entertained, whether tlils adoption was legal, or 
cnly metaphorical (fecDucange, Fatn.Byzant. p. 75). An old infcriptloa 
gives Stilicho the fingular title of Fro ^ener l>ivi Tbtod^fi* 

the 
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the Roman, or at leafl: of the Wefterti, empire*' ; c h a (<: 
and his enemies confefied, that he invariably dif* ^^'^- 
dained to barter for gold the rewards of merit, or 
to defraud the foldiers of the pay and gratifica* 
tions, which they defenred, or claimed, from the 
liberality of the ftate*\ The Valour and coi^* 
du£l which he afterwards difplayed, in the de» 
fence of Italy, againft the arms of Alaric and 
Radagaifus, may juftify the fame of his early 
atchievements ; and in ah age Ids attentive to the 
laws of honour, or of pride, the Roman ge^ierals 
might yield the pre-eminence of rank, to the 
afcendant of fuperior genius ^. He lamented, and 
revenged, the murder of Promotus, his tival and 
his friend; and the maflfacre of many thoufandt 
of the flying Baftarns is reprefented by the poet, 
as a bloody iacrifice, which the Roman Achillet 
offered to the manes of another Pktroclilis. The 
virtues aiid vidories of Stilicho deferred the 
hatred of Rufinus : and the arts of (fiilumny m%ht 

»i Ciatidian (Laut Serenie, 19a 193.) expreflcs in poetic language, 
the ** dile6lu9. equorum,** and the ** gemlno mox 'idem culmine duxtt 
f* agmioa.'* The infcription adds, ** count of the domefticsy** an import- 
ant commandy which Stilicho^ in the height of his grandeur^ might pru- 
dently retain. 

» The beautiful lines of Ciaudian (in I Conf. Stillch. ii. 113.) difplay 
bis geaiHS s but the integrity of Stilicho (in the military adminiftration) is 
much more firmly eftabliihcd by the unwilling evidence of Zofimuji (L ▼• 

ft} _ Si bellica moles 

Jngruerety quamvis annis et jure minorl, 
Crdere grandievos equitum peditumque magiftroa 
Adfpicerest— 

Claudian> Laus Seren. p. 1969 &c« 
A modem general would deem their fubmi/fiooi eilber hcr«ic patriotifiaa^ 
Of abjed lerviliry. 

have 
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CHAP, have been fuccefsful, if the tender and vigilant 

XXIX • 

Serena had not protected her huiband againft his 
domeftic foes, whilfl he vanquiflied in the field 
the enemies of the empire^. Tbeodofius con* 
tinned to fupport an unworthy minifter, to whofe 
diligence he delegated the government of the 
{nlace, and of the Eafl: ; but when he marched 
againft the tyrant Eugenius, he aflbciated his 
faithful general to the labours and glories of the 
civil war; and, in the lafl moments of his life, 
the dying monarch recommended to Stilicho the 
care of his fons, and of the republic**. The 
ambition and the abilities of Stilicho were not 
unequal to the important truft ; and he claimed 
the guardianihip of the two empires, during the 
minority of Arcadius and Honorius ^. llie firft 
meafure of his adminiftration, or rather of his reign, 
difplayed to the nations the vigour and a£Uvity of 
a fpirit worthy to command. He pafled the Alps 
In the depth of winter } defcended the ftream of 

U Compttv the poem on the firft confuUhip (i. 95'->ii50 with tiie 
Zaus Serttue (1^7*1379 where it unfortunately breaks off). We may 
perceive the deep inveterate malice of Ruftmit. 

*5 — — - i^jemfrarnhus ipfe 

DifcedenSf clypeumque defenforemque dediftl. 
Yet the nomination (iv Conf. Hon. 43a.} was private (lii Conf. Hon. 
14a.) cundos difcedere . • • jabet ; and may therefore be fufpeded. 
Zofimusy and Soidas, apply to StilichOi and Rufinus, the fame equal title of 
£r»rf07o<| guardians, or procurators. 

«6 The Roman law diftinsuidies two forts of tmnorlty^ which expired at 
the age of fourteen, and of twenty -five. Tlie one was fubjed to the tut\r^ 
er guardian, of the perfon; the other to the cvafr^ or truftee, of the eftate 
(Helneccius, Antiquitat. Rom. ad Jurifprudent. pertinenu 1. i. tit. xzii, 
xxiii. p. 218-^131.)* But thefe legal ideas were never accurately tranf- 
friTcd into the conAicution of an elective monarchy. 

the 
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Ae Rhine, from the fortrefs of Bafil • to th« chap. 
marches of Batavia; reviewed the ftate of ths ^-i^,^-^ 
garrifons ; repreffed the enterprifes of the Geu 
mans ; and, after eftablifliing along the banks a 
firm and honourable peace, returned with incre- 
dible fpeed to the palace of Milan*'. The per* 
fon and court of Honorius were fubjeft to the 
mafter-general of the Weft ; and. the armies and 
provinces of Europe obeyed, without hefitation, 
a regular authority, which was exercifed in the 
name of their young fovereign. Two rivals only 
remained to difpute the claims, and to provoke 
the vengeance, of Stilicho. Within the limits of 
Africa, Gildo, the Moor, maintained a proud and 
dangerous independence ; and the minifter of 
Conftantinople aflerted his equal reign over the 
emperor, and the empire, of the Eaft. 

The impartiality which Stilicho affeded, as the Thef^nMij 
common guardian of the royal brothers, engaged Rafin*!, 
him to regulate the equal divifion of the arms, J^iJ?.'^'^ 
the jewels, and the magnificent wardrobe and fur- 
niture of the deceafed emperor *'• But the moft 
important objeft of the inheritance confifted of 
the numerous legions, cohorts, and fquadrons of 
Romans, or Barbarians, whom the event of the 
civil war had united under the ftandard of Theo- 
dofius* The various multitudes of Europe and 

«7 See Cbiiidiaii (t ConC StificL i. 188^242.); but he muft aUow 
more tfaan ififteen dajt for the journey and return between Milan and 
Leyden. 

»« I* Conf. Stilich. ii. 88—94. Not only the robes and diadems of the 
deceafed emperor, bat eyen ttie belmets» fword hiltSy beltSy cuirafles, &«. 
vere eniidwd wkh pearlsi cmenlds^ and diamonds* 

AGa, 
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CHAP. Afia, exafperated by recent animoruies, were 
overawed by the authority of a fingle man ; and 
the rigid difcipline of Stilicbo proteded the lands 
of the citizen from the rapine of the licentious 
foldier^. Anxious, however, and impatient, to 
relieve Italy from the prefence of tlus formidable 
hod, which could be ufeful only on the frontiers 
of the empire, he liftened to the juft requifitipn of 
the minifter of Arcadius, declared his intention 
of re-condu£ting in perfon the troops of the Eaft ; 
and dexteroufly employed the rumour of a Gothic 
tumult, to conceal his private defigns of ambition 
and revenge ^^ The guilty foul of Rufinus was 
alarmed by the approach of a warrior and a rival, 
whofe enmity he deferved; he computed, with 
increafmg terror, the narrow fpace of his life and 
greatnefs; and, as the laft hope of fafety, he 
ihterpofed the authority of the emperor Arcadius. 
Stilicho, who appears to have directed his march 
along the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic, was not far 
diftant from the city of Theflalonica, when he 
received a peremptory meflage, to recal the troops 
of the Eaft, and to declare, that bis nearer 
approach would be confidered, by the Byzantine 

*9 — — Tantoqoe remoto 

Principe, mutitas orbis bon feniie liabcnit. 
This high commendation (i Conf. StiL i. 149.) may be juftified by tbc fears 
of the dying emperor (de Bell. Gildon. 191—301.) $ and the peace and 
good order which were enjoyed after his death (i ConC StiL i* i5o«* 
j68.). 

30 Stilicho's march, and the death of Rii4lnttS> are defcribed by Claodian 
(in Rufin. 1. ii. 101^453.), Zofimus .(1. v. p. 196, i97*)f Soiosnen 
(I. vlii. c. I.), Socrates (1. vi. c. tOt Philoftorgtus (l.xt.c.3. witbGode- 
froy, p. 44i*)i and tlie Chronicle of Marcellinus, 

15 courts 
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court, as an aft of hoftility. The prompt and chap. 
une^cpefted obedience of the general of the Weft, 
convinced the vulgar of his loyalty and modera- 
tion ; and, as he had already engaged the affec- 
tion of the Eaftem troops, he recommended to 
their zeal the execution of his bloody defign, 
which might be accompliflied in his abfence, with 
lefs danger perhaps, and with lefs reproach, Sti- 
licho left the^command of the troops of the Eaft to 
Gainas, the Goth, on whofe fidelity he firmly 
relied ; with an affurance, at leaft, that the hardy 
Barbarian would never be diverted from his pur- 
pofe by any confideration of fear or remorfe. The 
foldiers were eafily perfuaded to punifli the enemy 
of Stilicho, and of Rome ; and fuch was the 
general hatred which Rufinus had excited, that 
the fatal fecret, communicated to thoufands, 
was ButhfuUy preferved during the long march 
from Theffalonica to the gates of Conftantinople* 
As foon as they had refolved his death, they con- 
defcended to flatter his pride ; the ambitious prac- 
feft was feduced to believe, that thofe powerful 
auxiliaries might be tempted to place the diadem 
on his head ; and the treafures which he diftributed, 
with a tardy and reluftant hand, were accepted 
by the indignant multitude, as an infult, rather 
than as a gift. At the diftance of a mile from 
the capital, in the field of^ Mars, before the 
palace of Hebdomon, the troops halted : and "^he 
emperor, as well as his minifter, advanced, 
according to ancient cuftom, refpeftfully to falute 
the power which fupported their throne. As 
Rufinus paffed along the ranks, and difguifed, 

with 
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CHAP, with ftudled courtefy, his innate haughdnefs, the 
vj^^^ wings infenfibly wheeled from the right and left, 
and inctofed the devoted vidim within the circle 
of their arms. Before he could lefleft on the 
danger of his (ituation, Gainas gave the fignal of 
death ; a daring and forward foldier plunged his 
fword into the bread of the guilty prsfed, and 
Rufinus fell, groaned, and expired, at the feet 
of the affrighted emperor. If the agonies of a 
moment could expiate the crimes of a whole life, 
or if the outrages inflifted on a breathlefs corpfe 
could be the objefl: of pity, our humanity might 
perhaps be affefled ^by the horrid circumflances 
which accompanied the murder of Rufinus. His 
mangled body was abandoned to the brutal fiiry 
of the populace of either fex, who haftened in 
crowds, from every quarter of the city, to trample 
on the remains of the haughty minifter, at whofe 
frown they had fo lately trembled. His right 
hand was cut off*, and carried through the ftreets 
of Conftantinople, in cruel mockery, to extort 
contributions for the avaricious tyrant, whofe 
head was publicly expofed, borne aloft on the point 
of a long lance ^'. According to the favage 
maxims of the Greek republics, his innocent 
family would have fhared the punifliment of his 
crimes. The wife and daughter of Rufinus were 
indebted for their fafety to the influence of 
religion. Her fanftuary prote£ked them from the 
raging madnefs of the people} and they were 

ft The dijfcai^n of Rufinuft, which Claudian performs with the favige 
coolnefs of an anatomift (in Rufin. li. 405—4x5.}, is likewife fpecificd b/ 
Zefimns and Jerom (torn. i. p. t6.)« 

I permitted 
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permitted to fpend the remainder of their Uvea in c h a p* 
the exercifes of Chriftian devotion, in the peaceful ^.^0^rm^ 
retirement of Jerufalem '*. 

The fervile poet of Stilicho applauds, with fc- Difcord o« 
Tociousjoy, this horrid deed, which, in the eze» empires, 
cution, perhaps, of juftice, violated every law of tl. ' ^^ * 
nature and fociety, profaned the majefty of the 
prince, and renewed the dangerous examples of 
military licence. The contemplation of the uni* 
verfal order and harmony had fatisfied Claudian 
of the exiftence of the Deity ; but the profperous 
impunity of vice appeared to contradict his moral 
attributes ; and the fate of Rufinus was the only 
event which could dilpel the religious doubts of 
the pcet^^ Such an a£t might vindicate the 
honour of Providence ; but it did not much con- 
tribute to the happinefs of the people. In lefs 
than three months they were informed of the 
maxims of the new adminiftration, by a fmgular 
ediA, which eftabliOied the exclufive right of the 
treafury over the fpoils of Rufinus ; and filenced, 
under heavy penalties, the prefumptuous claims 
of the fubjeds of the Eaftern empire, who had 

3« Tbe Pagan Zofimus mentions their fanfluary and pilgrimage. The 
fifter of Rufinusy Sylvania, who paired her life at Jerufalem, it famous io 
monaflic hiftory. i. The iludious virgin had diligently^ and even repeat- 
edly, pcmfed the commentators on the Bible, Ongen, Gregory, Bafil, tec* 
to the amount of five millions of lines, a. At the age of threefcore, (he 
could boaft, that ihe had never waHied her hands, face, or any part of her 
whole body, except the tips of her fingers, to receive the commaoion. See 
the VltJi Fatnim, p. 779. 977. 

3] See the beautiful exordium of his invedfve againft Rufinus, which 
k cnrioufly difrnflTed bjr the iceptic Bayle, Dittonnake Critique, Kvriifi 
NolB. 

been 
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CHAP, been injured by his rapacious tyranny '♦. Even 
^^^^' Stilicho did not derive from the murder of his 
rival, the fruit which he had propofed ; and 
though he gratified his revenge, his amlMtion 
was difappointed. Under the name of a favourite, 
the weaknefs of Arcadius required a mailer ; but 
he naturally preferred the obfequious arts of the 
eunuch Eutropius, who had obtained his domeftic 
confidence; and the emperor contemplated, with 
terror and averfion, the ftern genius of a foreign 
warrior. Till they were divided by the jealoufy 
of power, the fword of Gainas, and the charms 
of Eudoxia, ' fupported the favour of the great 
chamberlain of the palace : the perfidious Goth, 
who was appointed mafter-general of the Eaft, 
betrayed, without fcruple, the intereft of his be- 
nefador ; and the fame troops, who had fo lately 
maflacred the enemy of Stilicho, were engaged 
to fupport, againft him, the independence of 
the throne of Conftantinople. The favourites of 
Arcadius fomented a fecret and irreconcileable 
war againft a formidable hero, who afpired to 
govern, and to defend, the two empires of Rome, 
and the two fons of Theodofius. They inceflantly 
laboured, by dark and treacherous machinations, 
to deprive him of the elleem of the prince, the 
refpefl of the people, and the friendihip of the 
Barbarians. The life of Stilicho was repeatedly 
attempted by the dagger of hired aflaifins ; and 

a decree was obtained, from the fenate of Con- 

« 

34. See the Theodofian Code, Liz. tit. xlii. fef. 14, 15. The new 

minifters attempted, with inconfiflent avarice, to feixe the fpolU of their 
predecciTor, and to provide for their own future fecurity. 

ftantinopIe5 
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Ibuitlhople, to declare him an enemy pf the re- c ^^^^^^ 
public, and to confifcate his ample pofleifions in 
the provinces of the £aft. At a time when the 
only hope of delaying the ruin of the Roman 
name, depended on the firm union, and recipro- 
cal aid, of ail the nations to whom it had been 
gradually communicated, the fubjeds of Arca*^ 
dius and Honorius were inftruded, by their re- 
fpedive mafters, to view each other in a fordgn^ 
and even hoftile, light ; to rejoice in their mutual 
calamities, and to embrace^ as their faithful allies^ 
the Barbarians, whom they excited to invade the 
territories of their countrymen". The natives 
of Italy aflFeded to defpife the fervile and effe- 
minate Greeks of Byzantium, who prefumed to 
imitate the drefs, and to ufurp the dignity, of 
Roman fenators ^^ ; and the Greeks had hot yet 
forgot the fentinients of hatred and contempt, 
which their poliflied anceftors had fo long enter- 
t^ned for the rude inhabitants of the Weft. The 
diftindbion of two governments, which foon pro- 
duced the reparation of two nations, will jiiftify 
my defign of fufpending the feries of the Byzan- 
tine hiftory, to profecute^ without interruption, 

55 See Claudian (i Conf. Stilich. L i. 175. «9t.296. 1. ii. 830> and 2^0- 
fimusy !• ▼. p* 302. 

1^ Claudian turns the conrul/hip of the etinuch £utropiuft into a national 
itfle^on (1. ii. i34.)- 

— — Plaudentem ceme fenatum 
£c Byzantioos proceres, Graiofjue Quirites: 
O patribus plcbes, O digni confule patres* 

It It citriotff to obferve the firft fymptoms of jealoufy and fchifm> between 
•Id and new Roaej b«twcf n the Greeks and Latini. 
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c H A F. the difgracduly but memoraUe^ rdgn of Holloa 
v^J^jLw rius. 

cSto to^ The prudent StiUcho, mftead of perfifting to 
Africa, force the inclinatioiis of a prince, and people^ 
iS6i*39S. who rejeded his govemmentt wifely abandoned 
Arcadius to his unworthy faYourites } and his re« 
luftance to involve the two empires in a civil war, 
difplayed the moderation of a minifter, who had 
fo often fignalized his military fpirit and abilities. 
But if Stilicho had any longer endured the revolt 
of Africa, he would have betrayed the fccurity of 
the capital, and the majefty of the Weftem em* 
peror, to the caprjdous infolence of a Mooriih 
rebel. Gildo '% the brother of the tyrant Firmus, 
had preferved and obtained, as the reward of his 
apparent fidelity, the immenfe patrimony which 
was forfeited by treafon ; long and meritorious 
fervice, in the armies of Rome, raifed him to the 
dignity of a military count ; the narrow policy of 
the court of Theodofius had adopted the mifl 
chievous expedient, of fupporting a legal go* 
vemment by the intereft of a powerful family ; 
and the brother of Firmus was invefted with the 
command of Africa. His ambition foon ufurped 
the adminiftration of juftice, and of the finances, 
without account, and without controul; and he 
maintained, during a reign of twelve ye^rs, the 
pofieifion of an office from which it was impoflible 

37 Claudian imy haye exaggerated tlie tices of Gikk) $ but his Mooriih 
•xtradiony his notorious anions, and the complaints of St. Auguftin, may 
jnftify the poet*s invedives. Baronios (Annal. EccleC A* D« 39s* K« ZS"^ 
j6,} hat treated the African nrbeUioii with flcill ud leftnung. 

to 
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to remove him, without the danger of a ciTil chap. 
war. Daring thofc twelve years, the province -^.-^-^ 
of Africa groaned under the dominion of a tyrant, 
who feemed to unite the unfeeling temper of a 
ftranger, with the partial refentments of dotneftic 
fadion. The forms of law were often fuperfeded 
by the ufe of poifon ; and if the trembling guefts, 
who were invited to the table of Gildo, prdumed 
to exprefs then* fears, the infolent fufpicion ferved 
only to excite his fury, and he loudly fummoned 
the nnnifters of death. Gildo alternately indulged 
the paffions of avarice and luft**; and if his 
days wrt-e terrible to the rich, his nights were not 
kfe dreadful to hufbands and parents. The 
fiiireft of their wives and daughters were profti« 
toted to the embraces of the tyrant; and after- 
wards al)tndoned to a ferocious troop of Bar- 
barians and aflaffins, the black, or fwarthy, natives 
of the ddert ; whom Gildo confidered as the only 
guardians of his throne. In the civil war between 
Theodofius and Eugenius, the count, or rather 
the ibverdgn, of Africa, maintained a haughty 
and fufpicious neutrality; refufed to affift either 
€i the contending parties with troops or veflels, 
cxpefted the declaration of fortune, and refenred 

|t Inftat terribilit Ytvis, morientibus hcrety 
Vlrglnibus nptor, thalamis ohfcitnus adulter. 
Nulla qui«8: oritur pradl ccfTante libido, 
Pifiti(Mi4ue dirsy et nox metuenda xnaritti. 

Maurit clanfTiini quieque 
Faftidiu dtor* ■ 
Baraniat condcmof, Aill more fevercly, the llcentiottrnefft of Gildo j a$ hU 
wife, his daughter, and hit After, were examples of perfed chaftjty. The 
«d«to»t of the African fddlcn are checked by one of the Imperial laws. 

Ma fpr 
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CHAP, for the conqueror, the vain profeffions of his alle- 
>_^^'^. glance. Such profeffions would not have fatis- 
fied the mafter of the Roman world: but th# 
death of Theodofius, and the weaknefs and dif- 
cord of his fons, confirmed the power of the 
Moor } who condefcended, as a proof of his mo* 
deration, to abftain from the ufe of the diadem, 
and to fupply Rome with the cuftomary tribute, 
or rather fubfidy, of com. In every divifion of 
the empire, the five provinces of Africa were in- 
variably affigned to the Weft; and Gildo bad 
confented to govern that extenfive country in the 
name of Honorius; but his knowledge of the 
character and defigns of Scilicho, foon engaged 
him to addrefs his homage to a more diftant and 
feeble fovereign. The minifters of Arcadius em« 
braced the caufe of a perfidious rebel i and the 
delufive hope of adding the numerous cities of 
Africa to the empire of the Eaft, tempted them to. 
afiert a claim, which they were incapable of fupport* 
ing, either by reafon, or by arms \ 
He Is con- When Stilicho had given a firm and dedfive 
ihTRoman aufwer to the pretentions of the Byzantine court,^ 
S"i>*'397. ^^ folemnly accufed the tyrant of Africa before 
the tribunal, which had formerly judged the kinga 
and nations of the earth ; and the image of the 
republic was revived, after a long interval, under 
the reign of Honorius. The emperor tranfmitted 
an accurate and ample detail of the complaints of 

39 Inque tuam ibrtem nnmeroTas tranftuUt urb«), 
Claudian (de BelL CUdonicOt 230—324.) has touched, with political de^ 
licacy, tlie intrigues of the Byzantine ^ourt^ which art Ukewifa mcDtioned 
iy Zofimus (K V* p. 30a.). 

the 
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the provincials, and the crimes of Gildo, to the c h a p. 
Roman fenate; and the members of that vene- 
rable aflembly were required to pronounce the 
condemnation of the rebel. Their unanimous 
fuffrage declared him the enemy of the republic ; 
and the decree of the fenate added a facred and 
legitimate fanftion, to the Roman arms^. A 
people, who ftlU remembered, that their anceftors 
had been the mafters of the world, would have ap- 
plauded, with confcious pride, the reprefentation 
of ancient freedom ; if they had not long fince 
been accuftomed to prefer the folid aiTurance of 
bread, to the unfubftantial viiions of liberty and 
greatnefs. The fubtiftence of Rome depended 
on the harvefts of Africa ; and it was evident, 
that a declaration of war would be the fignal of 
famine. The praefeft Symmachus, who prefided 
m the deliberations of the fenate, admoniflied the 
minifter of his juft apprehenfion, that as foon as 
the revengeful Moor fhould prohibit the exporta- 
tion of corn, the tranquillity, and perhaps the 
fafety, of the capital, would be threatened by the 
hungry rage of a turbulent multitude**. The 
prudence of Stilicho conceived, and executed, 
without delay, the moft eflfeftual meafure for the 
relief of the Roman people. A large and feafon- 
able fupply of corn, collefted in the inland prch 
vinces of Gaul, was embarked on the rapid ftream 

40 Symmachus (I. iv. epift. 4.) exprcflcs the judicial forms of the fenate § 
and ClaHdian (i Conf. Stilich. 1. i. 325, &c.) fecms to feel the fplrit of % 
Roman. 

41 Claudian finely difplays thcfe complaints of Symmachus, In a fpeech 
pf the go^idefs of Rome, before the throne of Jupiter (do Bell. Gildon* 28-* 

M3 « 
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c H ^ p« of the Rhone, and tranfported, by an eafy navl- 
^_^,-C_ gation, from the Rhone to the Tyber. During 
the whole term of the African war, the granaries 
of Rome were continujally filled, her dignity was 
vindicated from the humiliating dependence, and 
the minds of an immenfe people were quieted by 
the calm confidence of peace and plenty ***. 
l^^lll' The caufe of Rome, and the conduft of the 
A. D. 398. African war, were entrufted by Stilicho, to a ge- 
neral, adive and ardent to avenge hi$ pi ivate in- 
juries on the head of the tyrant. The fpirit of 
difcord, which prevailed in the houfe of Nabal» 
had excited a deadly quarrel between two of his 
fons, Gildo and Mafcezel*'. The u fur per pur- 
fued, with, implacable rage, the life of his younger 
brother^ whofe courage and abilities he feared; 
and Mafcezel, opprefTed by fuperior power, took 
refuge in the court of Milan : where he foon re- 
ceived the cruel intelligence, that his two inno- 
cent and helplefs children had been murdered by 
their inhuman uncle. The afHi£tion of the father 
was fufpended only by the defire of revenge. The 
vigilant Stilicho already prepared to collect the 
naval and military forces of the Weftern empire ; 
and he had refolved, if the tyrant ihould be able 
to wage an equal and doubtful war, to march 
agamft him in perfon. But as Italy required his 

4* See Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. i. 40Z, Sec. i Conf. StU. I. i. 306, &c 
ii Cpnr. StUicli. 91^ fcc). 

4J He w;is <rf a macure age i iince he had formerly (A. D. 373) ferved 
againft hit brother Firmus (Ammian. xxix. 5.)* Claudian, who undedlood 
the court oi Milan, dwells on the injuries, rather than the merits, of Maice- 
xd (de Bell. CUd. 38y«-4i40- l"^ Mooriih Wtf was not worthy oi 
Honorius, or StUicho, Stc* 

prefence. 
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prefence, and as it might be dangerous to weaken chap. 
the defence of the frontier, he judged it more ad- 
vifeable, that Mafcezel fliould attempt this ar- 
duous adventure, at the head of a chofen body of 
Gallic veterans, who had lately ferved under the 
ftandard of Eugenius. Thefe troops, who were 
exhorted to convince the world that they could 
fubvert, as well as defend, the throne of an 
ufurper, conHfted of the jfovian^ the Herculian^ 
and the Augujian^ legions ; of the Nervian auxi- 
liaries; of the foldicrs, who dUplayed in their 
banners the fymbol of a lioriy and of the troops 
which were diftinguifhed by the aufpicious names 
of Fortunate^ and Invincible. Tet fuch was the 
finallnefs of their eftablifliments, or the difBculty 
of recruiting, that thefe /even bands **, of high 
dignity and reputation in the fervice of Rome> 
amounted to no n^^re than five thoufand eiFedlive 
men ^^ The fleet of gallies and tranfports failed 
in tempeftuous weather from the port of PIfa, in 
Tufcany, land fteered their courfe to the little 
ifland of Capraria; which had borrowed that 
name from the wild goats, its original inhabitants, 
whofe place was now occupied by a new colony 
of a flrange and favage appearance. ^^ The whole 



44 Claiidian> BelL Gild. 415— 443. The change of dircipline allowed him 
to ufe indtfivrently the names of LtgUy Cobort, AUrti^uIus, Sec the Notitis 
Jmperut S. 38. 40. 

4f Orofiae (L vii. c* 36. p* 565.) qvali6cs this account with an expr^ifion 
of doubt (ut aiunt) \ and it fcarcely coincides with the )v»afAf&( a^^^i 
of Zofimos (1. v. p. 303.)* Yet CUudian, after fome declamation about 
Cadmvrs Ibldiers, frankly owns, that SttUcho fent a fmaU army \ left the 
rebel ihould fly, ne timeare timet (i Conf. StUich. !• i. 3149 &c.}. 
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CHAP. <« ifland (fays an ingenious traveller of thofc 
** times) is filled, or rather defiled, by men, 
«* who fly from the light. They call them- 
f' felves Monhy or folitaries, becaufe they chufe 
*^ to live alone, without any witne^es of tbdr 
•* aftions. They fear the |fifts of fortune, from 
•* the apprehenfion of Iqfing them; and, left 
•* they fliould be n^jferable, they embrace a life 
*• of voluntary wretchednefs. How abfurd is 
«* their choice! how perverfe their under(land<» 
f * ing ! to dread the evils, without being able to 
'^ fupport the bleflings, of the human condition, 
^} Either this melancholy madnefs is the eflfeft of 
*' difeafe, or elfe the cpnfdoufnefs of guilt urges 
•* thefe unhappy men to pxercife onl their own 
f' bodies the tortures which are inflicted on fugi- 
** tive flaves by the hand of juftice**." Such 
was the contempt of a profane ipagiftrate for the 
inonks of Capraria, who were revered, by the 
pious Mafcezel, as the chpfen fervants of God *'• 
Some of them were perfuaded, by his intreaties, to 
embark on board the fleet ; and it is obferved, to 
the praife of the Roman general, that his days and 
nights were employed in prayer, fefting, and the 
occupation of finging pfalms. The devout leader, 

AB Claud. RutIL Numatlan. TLnerar.L 43(^—448. He afterwards (515— 
526.) mentions a rc]ig;uus madman on the ifle of Gorgona. For fuch pfo« 
fane remarks, Rutilius, and his accomplices^ are Ayled, by his commenUttor, 
Barthlus, rabiofi canes diaboli. Tillemcnt (Mem. Ecclef. tom.xii. p. 471.) 
more calmly obferves, that the unbelieving poet praiTes when he means to 
cenfure. 

47 Orofius, I. vii. c. 36. p. s64« Auguftin commends two of thefe 
fivagc fainf^s of the iile of Goats (epift. Ixxxi. apud TiU^naont* Mem* 
Ecclef, torn. xiii. p« 317. and Baronius, Anna!, £cclef« A. D. 398. N® 51.) 

5 yf^^i 
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vho, with filch a reinforcement, appeared con- chap. 
|ident of victory, avoided the dangerous rocks of <,^->^-w 
Corfica, coafted along the eaftern fide of Sardiniat 
and fecured his fhips againft the violence of the 
fouth wind, by cailing anchor in the fafe and 
capacious harbour of Cagliari, at the diftance 
of one hundred and forty miles from the African 
|hpres ^# 

Gildo was prepared to refill the invafion with ?*'^*y* 
all the forces of Africa. By the liberality of his oiwo, 
gifts and promifes, he endeavoured to fecure the ^* ^* ^^ 
doubtful allegiance of the Roman foldiers, whilft 
he attracted tp his ftandard the diftant tribes of 
Qa^tulia and ^Ethiopia. He proudly reviewed an 
army of feventy thoufand men, and boafted, with 
the raih prefumption which is the forerunner of 
difgrace, that his numerous cavalry would tram- 
ple under their horfes feet the troops of Mafcezel, 
and myolve^ in a cloud of burning fand, the na* 
tives of the cold regions of Gaul and Germany ^. 
But the Moor, who- commanded the legions of 
Honorius, was too well acquainted with the 
manners of his countrymen, to entertain any 
ferious apprehenfion of a naked and diforderly hofl: 
of Barbarians ; whofe left arm^ infiead of a ihield, 
was protefted only by a mantle ; who were totally 
diiarmed as foon as they had darted their javelin 
from their right hand; and whofe horfes had 

4* Here ths firil Ix>ok of the Glldonic war is terminated. Tlie reft of 
^Uudian^s poem has been loft ; and we are ignorant iowy or wbiri, the 
army made good tiicir landing in Africa. 

49 Orofius maft be refponfible for the account. The prefumption of 
pildo and his various train of Barbarians is celebrated by Claudian (i Conf* 
Stil. L i. 345— 35S-)- 

never 
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<5 H A P. jiever been taught to bear the controul, or to 
obey the guidance, of the bridle. He fixed his 
camp of five thoufand veterrns in the face of a 
fuperior enemy, and, after the delay of three days,' 
gave the fignal of a general engagement *^ As 
Mafcezel advanced before the front with fan: 
offers of peace and pardon, he encountered one of 
the foremoft ftandard-bearers of the Africans, and, 
on his refufal to yield, flruck him on the arm 
with his fword. The arm, and the ftandard, 
funk under the weight of the blow ; and the 
imaginary ad of fubmiiHon was haftily repeated 
by all the flandards of the line. At this fignal, 
the difaflfefted cohorts proclaimed the name of 
their lawful fovereign ; the Barbarians, ailoniflied 
by the defedion of their Roman allies, difperfed, 
according to their cuftom, in tumultuary flight; 
and Mafcezel obtained the honours of an eafy, 
and almoft bloodlels, viftory". The tyrant 
efcaped from the field of battle to the fea-(hore ; 
and threw himfelf into a fmall veflel, with the 
hope of reaching in fiifety fome friendly port of 
(he empire of the Eaft } but the obfUnacy of the 
wmd drove him back into the harbour of Ta« 
braca'% which had acknowledged, with the reft 

so St« Ambrofey who had been dead about a year, revealed, in a vifioo, 
the time and place of the victory* Mafceael afterwarda related hia dmm 
to Paulinus, the ori^uuil biographer of the faint, from whom it iiii$fat 
MfilypafttoOrofius. 

51 Zofimua (1. T. p. 303.) fup[|dei an obiUnate combat ; but the 
. narrative of Orofiut appears to conoeal a real fad, under the dlfguifc of a 
ininde. 

i^ Tabraca kj between the two Hippoe (CeUarius, torn. il. p. iL 
p*iU.{ d*Anville, torn. iii. p. 84«)» Oiofius haa diftin^ly oaincd 
tbi field of bauki but our ignorance cannot define tbo pniifc fituatioo* 

10 of 
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of tlie province, the dominion of Honorius» and chap. 
the authority of his lieutenant* The inhabitants, 
as a proof of their repentance and loyalty, feized 
and conf^ied the perfon of Gildo in a dungeon } 
and his own defpair faved him from this intole- 
rable torture of fupporting the prefence of an 
injured, and vidorious, brother ", The captives, 
and the fpoils, of Africa, were laid at the feet of 
the emperor ; but Stilicho, whofe moderation ap- 
peared more cojafpicuous, and more fmcere, in 
the midft of profperity, (till affefted to confult 
the laws of the republic ; - and referred to the 
fenate and people of Rome the judgment of the 
moft illuftrious criminals ^\ Their trial was pub- 
lic and folemn ;, but the judges, in the ezercife of 
this obfolete and precarious jurifdidion, were 
impatient to punifli the African magiftrates, who 
had intercepted the fubfiflence of the Roman 
people. The rich and guilty province was 
opprefled by the Imperial minifters, who had a 
vifible intereft to multiply the number of the 
accomplices of Gildo ; and if an edi£t of Honorius 
feems to check the malicious induftry of in- 



53 The death of Gildo U exprcffed by Claudian (i Coni; Stik L 357.39 and 
his beA interpreters, Zofimus and Orofius. 

54 Claudian (ii Conf. Stilich. 99— 119* ) dcfcribes their trial (tremnit 
quoa Africa nuper* cemunt roftra reos;, and applauds the reftoration of 
the ancient coniUtation. It is here tiiat be introduces the famous fcnccncf, 
ia famiUar to the friends of defpotifm : 

— ^ Nanquam libertas grottor exdat 
Quun fub rege pio.-— * 
Bat the freedom, which depends on royal piety, fcarcely deicrves that appd* 
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formers, a fubfequent edift^ at the diflance of ten 
years, continues and renews the profecution of the 
offences which had been committed in the time of 
the general rebellion". The adherents of the 
tyrant who efcaped the firft; fury of the foldiers, 
and the judges, might derive fome confolation 
from the tragic fate of his brother, who could 
never obtain his pardon for the extraordinary fer« 
vices which he bad performed. After he had 
finifhed an important war in the fpace of a (ingle 
winter, Mafcezel was received at the court of 
Milan with loud applaufe, affefted gratitude, 
and fecret jealoufy ** j and his death, which, per* 
haps, was the effect of accident, has been con* 
fidered as the crime of Stilicho. In the paflage 
of a bridge, the MooriOi prince, who accom- 
panied the mafter-general of the Weft, was fud* 
denly thrown from his horfe into the river ; the 
officious hade of the attendants was reftrained by a 
cruel and perfidious fmile, which they obferved 
pn the countenance of Stilicho ; and while they 
delayed the neceflary afliftance, the unfortunate 
Mafcezel was irrecoverably drowned". 

The joy of the African triumph was happily 
connected with the nuptials of the emperor Ho^ 



55 See the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit. xxxix. leg. 3. tit. xl le;. 19. 

5^ Stilicl<o> who claimed an equal (hare in all the vidoriet of Thcodoiittt 
arid his fon, particutorly aflVrts, that Africa was recovered by tlic wifdQm o£ 
kis counfels (fee an infcription produced by Baronius). 

57 I have foftened the narrative of Zofimus, which, in its orade fimpli- 
city, is almoft incredible (i» v. p. 303.)* Orofius damn* tho viAoriou^ 
|eneial (p. 538.}, foi^ violating tlie right of (anduary, 

noriu^^ 
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florins, and of his coufin Maria, the daaghter of chap. 

XXIX 

Stilicho: and this equal and honourable alliance 
feemed to invefl: the powerful minifter with the 
authority of a parent over his fubmif&ve pupiU 
The mufe of Glaudian was not filent on this pro- 
pitious day '" : he fung, in various and lively 
(trains, the happinefs of the royal pair ; and the 
glory of the hero, who confirmed their union» 
and fupported iheir throne. The ancient fables of 
Greece, which had almoft ceafed to be the objeA 
of religious iaith, were faved from oblivion by the 
genius of poetry. The pifture of the Cypriaa 
grove, the feat of harmony and lovej the tri- 
umphant progrefs of Venus over her native feas, 
and the mild influence which her prefence dif- 
fufed in the palace of Milan, exprefs to every age 
the natural fentiments of the heart, in the juft 
and pleafing language^ of allegorical fidion. But 
the amorous impatience, which Glaudian attri* 
butes to the young prince '% mud excite the 
fmiles of the court; and his beauteous fpoufe 
(if ihe deferved the praife of beauty) had not 
much to fear or to hope from the paffions of her 

58 Claudian^ as the poet hiurej-t, compofcd a ferioui and elaborate epU 
thalamium of 340 lines ; befidcs fomc gay Fefccnniiics, which wtrc fuAj, in 
a more licentious tone, on the wedding. night. 

59 ■■ Caiet obvlus ire 
Jam princepsy tarduroque cupit difcedere folem* 
NobiUs baud 2Xitcr finipes, 

((Je Nuptiis Honor, et Maria, 487.) and more freely in the Fefcenninet 

(iia— 126.)» 

Dices, fuoties, hoc mihi dulcius 
Quam flavos dtciet vincere Sarmatas 

Tarn vidor madido profilias toro 
Ko^urni rt feren$ vukiera pr«lii* 

Iover« 
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CHAP. lorer. Honorius v^as only in the fourteenth year 
^'^ ' f of his age ; Serena, the mother of his bride, de- 
ferred, by art or perfuafion, the confummation of 
the royai nuptials ; Maria died a virgin, after flie 
had been ten years a wife ; and the chaftity of the 
emperor was fecured by the coldnefs, or, per- 
haps, the debility, of his conftitution ^. His 
fubjeds, who attentively ftudied the charaQer of 
their young fovereign, difcovered that Honorios 
was without paffions, and confequently without 
talents ; and that his feebly and languid difpofi« 
tion was alike incapable of dtfchargxng the duties 
^ his rank, or of enjoying the pleafures of his 
age. In his early youth he made fome progrefs 
m the exercifes of riding and drawing the bow : 
but he foon relinquiflied thefe fatiguing occupa- 
tions, and the amufement of feeding poultry be- 
came the ferious and daily care of the monarch of 
t|ie Weil^", who refigned the reins of empire to 
the firm and fkilful band of his guardian Stilicho* 
The experience of hiftory will countenance the 
fufpicion, that a prince who was born in the 
purple, received a worfe education than the 
meaneft peafant of his dominions ; and that the 
ambitious minifter fuffered him to attain the age 
of manhood, without attempting to excite his 
courage, or to enlighten his underflanding ^\ 

0o SeeZofiRiuSj 1. t« p. 333. 

6> Procoptui dc Bell. Gothico, 1. i. c. ft. I have borrowed the g;enen! 
praAice of Honorius, without adopting the fingubr, and, indecdj impro- 
bable Ule, which is relate^: by the Greek hiftorian. 

6x The leflbnsof Theodsfius, or rather Claudian (iv Conf. Honor. 214— 
418.) might compofe a fine tnflitution for the future prince of a grait and 
fret nation. It was far above Honorius, and hit dcgencnte ftttj«a<. 

The 
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The predeceflbrs of Honorius were accuftomed to c h a p« 
animate, by their example, or at lead by their 
prefence, the valour of the legions ; and the dates 
of their laws atted the perpetual aflivity of their 
motions through the provinces of the Roman 
world. But the fon of Theodofius paiTed the 
flumber of his life, a captive in his palace, a 
ftranger in his country, and the patient, almoft 
the indifferent, fpedator of the ruin of the Weft- 
em empire, which was repeatedly attacked, and 
finally fubverted, by the arms of the Barbarians* 
In the- eventful hiflory of a reign of twenty-eight 
years, it will feldom be neceflary to mention the 
name of the emperor Honorius. 
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CHAP. ^XX. 

Revolt of the Goths.'-^T/jey plunder Greece.'--^Twi 
great Invafiom of Italy by Alaric and Radagaifus, 
-'^They are repulfed by Siilicho. — The Germans 
overrun Gatd.—Ufurfation of Conjiantine in the 
Wcji.—Difgrace and Death ofStilich^i 



CHAP. 
XXX. 



1 1 the fubjefts of Rome could be ignorant of 
^ their obligations to the great Theodo(iu% 

Srcothl ^^^y ^^^ *°^ ^^^^ convinced, how painfully the 
A. D. 395. fpirit and abilities of their deceafed emperor had 
fupported the frail and mouldering edifice of the 
republic. He died in the month of January; 
and before the end of the winter of the fame year^ 
the Gothic nation was in arms '. The Barbarian 
auxiliaries eredled their independent (landard; 
and boldly avowed the hoftile defigns which they 
had .long cheriftied in their ferocious minds. 
Their countrymen, who had been condemned, by 
the conditions of the laft treaty, to a life of tran- 
quillity and labour, deferted their farms at the 
firft found of the trumpet ; and eagerly rcfumed 
the weapons which they had reluctantly laid 
down. The barriers of the Danube were thrown 
open ; the favage warriors of Scythia iffucd from 
their forefts ; and the uncommon feverity of the 
winter allowed the poet to remark, " that they 

» The revolt of the Goths, and the blockade of ConiHntinople, ar* 
diilinfUy mentioned by Cbudtan (in Rufin. 1. ii. 7-- 100.), Zo^taH% (L y* 
P* *9^'h *^^ Jornandcs (de Rebus GeckiSy c. 2^,)* 

« rolled 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 177 

" rolled their ponderous waggons over the broad chap. 
" and icy back of the indignant river */* The 
unhappy natives of the provinces to the South of 
the Danube, fubmitted to the calamities, which, 
in the courfe of twenty years, were almoft grown 
familiar to thdr imagination; and the various 
troops of Barbarians, who gloried in the Gothic 
name, were irregularly fpread from the woody 
fhores of Dalmatia, to the walls of Conftantinople \ 
The interruption, or at lead the diminution, of 
thefubfidy, which the Goths had received from 
the prudent liberality of Theodofius, was the fpe« 
dous pretence of their revolt: the affront was 
embittered by their contempt for the unwarlike 
fons of Theodofius ; and their refentment was in- 
flamed by the weaknefs, or treachery, of the mi- 
nifter of Arcadius. The frequent vifits of Ru« 
finus to the camp of the Barbarians, whafe arms 
and apparel he affected to imitate, were confidered 
as a fufBcieflt evidence of his guilty correfpond« 
ence : and the public enemy, from a motive either 
of gratitude or of policy, was attentive, amidd 
the general devaftation, to fpare the private eftates 
of the unpopular prsefeft. The Goths, inftead 

* i^ii-Afii per terga ferocic 
Danvbii foUdata rutint ; expertaqoe remis 
Fnngunt ila^a rotis. 
ClaQdiui and Ovid often anrafe th^tr fiincy by interchanging the meuphort 
ind properties of Jipiid water, WR^fiRd ice. Much falfe wit has been tx- 
pendtd hi this eafy exerciif; 

3 Jerooiy torn. i. p a 6. He endeavours to comfort his iriend HeliodoraSy 
Hfliop of Alcinuniy forthelofs of his nepfH;w Nepotian, by a curious recapitu* 
l^tioD of all the public and private mi&fortunes of the timet* See Tillemeot, 
Mem. Ecclef. torn, xii* p. 20O1 tfrc* 

VoL.V. N of 
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CHAP, of being impelled by the blind and headftrong 



XXX. 



paffions of their chiefs, were now direfted by the 
bold and artful genius of Alaric. That renowned 
leader was defcended from the noble race of the 
Balti*; which yielded only to the royal dignity 
of the Amali : he had folicited the command of 
the Roman armies; and the Imperial court pro- 
voked him to demonflrate the folly of their re- 
fufal, and the importance of their lofs. What- 
ever hopes might be entertained of the conqueit 
of Conftantinople, the judicious general foon 
abandoned an impradicable enterprife. In the 
midd of a divided court, and a difcontented 
people, the emperor Arcadius was terrified by 
the afpeft of the Gothic arms : but the want of 
wifdom and valour wa$ fupplied by the ftrength 
of the city ; and the fortifications, both of the fca 
and land, might fecurely brave the impotent and 
random darts of the Baibarians. Alaric difdained 
to trample any longer on the proftrate and ruined 
countries of Thrace and Dacia, and he refolved 
to feek a plentiful harveft of fame and riches in a 
province which had hitherto efcaped the ravages 
of war '. 

4 Baiiha, or loi'J : origo m^rifica, fays Jornindes (c. %g ). Thisilluftrious 
r.icc long continued to hcurirti in France^ an tbe Gothic piovinrcoTScpti- 
mania> or Languedoc; under the corrupted appellation q( Auix: and a 
branciiof that family afterwards fettled in the kingdom of Naples (Grotius 
in Prolegooi. ad Hift. Gothic, p 53.). The lords of Baux, near Arks, 

. and of fcvcnty-nine fubordioate places^ were independent of the ooiint» of 
Provence (Longueruc, Dcfcription dc la France, tom.i. p. 357.). 

5 Zofimus (1. V. p. »93— 295.) is our bcft guide for the conqoeft of 
Greece; but (lie bints and allufton of Claudian are fo many ny« of luAoric 
nght. 

The 
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The'chara^er of the civil and military officers, chap. 
on whom Rufinus had devolved the government >_^ -'_,r 
of Greece, confirmed the public fufpicion, that ^larjc 
he had betrayed the ancient feat of freedom and to Greece* 
learning to the Gothic invader. The proconful '^•^•35^ 
Antiochus ^*as the unworthy fon of a refpeflable 
father ; and Gerontius, who commanded the pro* 
vincial troops, was much better qualified to exe- 
cute the oppreffive orders of a tyrant, than to de- 
fend, with courage and ability, a country moft re- 
markably fortified by the hand of nature. Alaric 
had traverfed, without refiftance, the plains of 
Macedonia and ThefTaly, as far as the foot of 
Mount Oeta, a ileep and woody range of hills, 
almoft impervious, to his cavalry* They flretched 
from Eaft to Weft, to the edge of the fea-fliore ; 
and left between the precipice and the Malian 
Gulf, an interval of three hundred feet, which, in 
fome places, was contracted to a road capable of 
admitting only a fingle carriage ^ In this narrow 
pafs of Thermopylae, where Leonidas and the 
three hundred Spartans had gloriouily devoted 
their lives, the Goths might have been ftopped, 
or deftroyed, by a ikilful general ; and perhaps 
the view of that facred fpot might have kindled 
fome fparks of military ardour in the breafts of 
the degenerate Greeks. The troops which had 
been pofted to defend the ftreights of Thermo- 
pylae, retired, as they were direfted, without at- 
tempting to difturb the fecure and rapid paflfage 

6 Compare Herodociit (L vii. q» 176.) and Llvy (xxxvi. 15.)* '^b* 
BtfTOw cnuancv ol Grctce was prabably enlarged by each fucceOive raviiher. 

N2 of 
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CHAP, of Alaric': and the fertile fields of Phocu, and 

XXX 

v,..-^,^ Baeotia, were inftantly covered by a deluge of 
Barbarians; who maflacred the males of an age 
to bear arm^, and drove away the beautiful fe« 
males, with the fpoil, and cattle, of the flaming 
villages. The travellers, who vifited Greece fc- 
veral years afterwards, could eafily difcover the 
deep and bloody traces of the march of the 
Goths ; and Thebes was lefs indebted for her pre* 
fervation to the ftrength of her feven gates, dian 
to the eager hade of Alaric, who advanced to oc* 
cupy the city of Athens, and the important har- 
bour of the Piraeus. The fame impatience urged 
him to prevent the delay and danger of a fiege, 
by the offer of a capitulation ; and as foon as the 
Athenians heard the voice of the Gothic herald, 
they were eafily perfus^ded to deliver the greateft 
part of their wealth, as the ranfom of the city of 
Minerva, and its inhabitants. The treaty was 
ratified by folemn oaths, and obferved with mu- 
tual fidelity. The Gothic prince, with a fmall 
and felea train, was admitted within the walls; 
he indulged himfelf in the refrefhment of the 
bath, accepted a fplendid banquet which was 
provided by the magiftrate, and affeded to fliew 
that he was not ignorant of the manners of civil- 
ifed nations *. But the whole territory of Attica, 

from 

7 He pafled, fays Bunapius (ill Vit. PbHofoph. p. ^}. edit. Com- 

melin, 1596 ), through die ftrcighis, Iwt rtn wXm (of Thermopylx) 

* In obedience to Jciomi and Ctaudian (in Kuftn. L ii. I97*)) I tuvc 
mixed fome darker colours in the miM rtpreftucatioil •f Zotaioty vrkQ 

viihed to fofccn the calamities of Athens* 

Nee 
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from the promontory of Sunium to the town of ^^^ ^* 
Megara, was blafted by his baleful prefence ; and, 
if we may ufe the comparifon of a contemporary 
philofopher, Athens itfelf refembled the bleeding 
and empty ikin of a flaughtere'd viftim. The 
diilance between Megara and Corinth could not 
much exceed thirty miles; but the bad road, an 
expreffive name, which it ftill bears among the 
Greeks, was, or might eafily have been made, 
impaflable for the march of an enemy. The 
tbick and gloomy woods of Mount Cithasron co* 
vered the inland country; the Scironian rocks 
approached the water's edge, and hung over the 
narrow and winding path, which was confined 
above fix miles along the fea-fliore'.^ The pafiagc 
of thofe rocks, fo infamous in every age, was ter» 
minated by the ifthmus of Corinth ^ and a fmall 
body of firm and intrepid foldiers might have fuc«* 
cefsfully defended a temporary intrenchment of 
five or fix miles from the Ionian to the ^gean 
fea. The confidence of the cities of Peloponnefus 
in their natural rampart, had tempted them to 

Kec frr^i Cecroplks traxiilhit vincula matres. 
Synefius (Epift. clvi. p. 271. edit. Pctav.) obferves, that Athens, whore 
fufferings he imputes to the proconful^s avarice, was at that time left fainoqi 
^ her fcboola of philofbphy than for her trade of honey. 

9 — Vallau mari Scironia rupes, 
£t dno continuo conncdens 9(|uora muro 
miunos*— 

Claudian de Bell. Getico, i89* 

The Scifonian rocks are defcrlbed by Paufanias (L L c* 44« p« 107. edit. 
Kuhn) and our modern travellers, Wiiceler (p. 436.) and Chandler 
(p« 298. ] . Hadrian made the road paflable for two carriages. 

N 3 negle£l 
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CHAP, ncgleft the care of their antique walls j and the 
avarice of the Roman governors had exhaufted 
and betrayed the unhappy province *°. Corinth, 
Argos, Sparta, yielded without refiftance to the 
arms of the Goths ; and the moft fortunate of the 
inhabitants were faved, by death, from beholding 
the flavery of their families, and the conflagra- 
tion of their cities ". The vafes and ftatues were 
diftributed among the Barbarians, with more re- 
gard to the value of the materials, than to the 
elegance of the workmanfliip; the female cap- 
tives fubmitted to the laws of war; the enjoy- 
ment of beauty was the reward of valour ; and 
the Greeks could not reafonably complain of an 
abufe, which was juftified by the example of the 
heroic times". The defcendants of that extra- 
ordinary people, who had confidered valour and 
difcipline as the walls of Sparta, no longer re- 
membered the generous reply of their anceftors 
to an invader more formidable than Alaric. ^^ If 
^^ thou art a god> thou wilt not hurt thofe who 
*^ have never injured thee ; if thou art a man^ 

to Claudian (in Rufin. I.U. 186. and He Bello Getico, 61 r, &c.) vaguely, 
ISiOQgh forcsUy> delineates the fcene of rapine anddeflrudiipn. 

" T^ fMEjcoc^; /WvoQi nai rtT^euui, &c. Thcfe generous ]ine« of 
Homer (Odyff. L v. 306. ) were tranfcribed by one of ihe captive youths 
of Corinth: and the tears of Mummius niay prove that the rude conqueror, 
thougli be was ignorant of tlie value of an original piAure, poflcfltd the 
purefl fource of good uAr^ a benevolent heart (Plutarch^ Sympoiiac. 1. is. 
com.ii. p. 737. edit. Wcchel-). 

«» Homer perpetually defcribes the exemplary patience of thofe female 
captives, who gave their charms, and even thtir hearts, to the murdtrers of 
their fathers, brothers, &c. Such a paffion f of Enphile for Achilles} is 
touched with admirable delicacy by Racine. 

14 ** ^dvanc^; 
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" advance :«-rand thou wilt find men equal to chap. 
" thyfelf "/' From Thermopylae to Sparta, the 
leader of the Goths purfued his vidorious march 
without encountering any mortal antagonills: 
but one of the advocates of expiring Paganifm 
has confidently aflerted, that the walls of Athens 
were guarded by the goddefs Minerva, with her 
formidable .^Egis, and by the angry phantom of 
Achilles '^ ; and that the conqueror was difmayed 
by the prefence of the hoftile deities of Greece. 
In an age of miracles, it would perhaps be unjufl: 
to difpute the claim of the hiftorian Zofimus to 
the common benefit ; yet it cannot be diffembled, 
that the mind of Alaric was ill prepared to re- 
ceive, either in fleeping or waking vifions, the 
impreflions of Greek fuperdition. The fongs of 
Homer, and the fame of Achilles, had probably 
never reached the ear of the illiterate Barbarian; 
and the Chrijiian faith, which he had devoutly 
embraced, taught him to defpife the imaginary 
deities of Rome and Athens. The invafion of 
the Goths, inftead of vindicating the honour, 
contributed, at leafl: accidentally, to extirpate the 
laft remains of Paganifm; and the myfteries of 
Ceres, which had fubfifted eighteen hundred 



IS Plutarch (iaPyirho, tom.ii* p. 471* edit. Brian) %\sti the genuine 
anfwer in the Laconic dialeil. Pynhus attacked SparU with 25,000 foot» 
toco horfe, and «4 elephants : and the defence of that open town is a fioe 
comment on the laws of Lycurgut, even in the laft ilage of decay. 

H Such, pertiaps, ^ Homer (Iliad, xx. 164.; has fo nobly painud him. 

N 4 years. 
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CHAP, years, did not forvive the deftrudioa of Eleufii, 

<,-i-,.^> and the calamities of Greece ''• 

"cke/h' The laft hope of a people who could no bnger 

sciikho, depend on their arms, their gods, or their fove* 
*^'^' reign, was placed in the powerful affiftance of 
the general of the Weft ; and Stilicho, who had 
not been permitted to repulfe, advanced to chaf- 
tife, the invaders of Greece '^ A numerous fleet 
was equipped in the ports of Italy ; and the troops, 
after a (hort and profperous navigation over the 
Ionian fea, were fafely difembarkcd on the ifthmus, 
near the ruins of Corinth. The woody and 
mountainous country of Arcadia, the fiatbulous re« 
fidence of P^ and the Dryads, became the fcene 
of a long and doubtful conflict between two ge* 
nerals not unworthy of each other. The (kill and 
perfeverance of the Roman at length prevailed ^ 
and the Goths, after fudaining a confiderable lofs 
from difeafe and defertion, graduaU]^ retreated to 
the lofty mountain of Pboloe, near the fources of 
the Peneus, and on the frontiers of £lis ; a (acred 
country, ^whlch had formjerly been exempted frooe^ 
the calamities of war '% The camp of the Bar- 
barians 

»J Eunaptus (in Vit. Phllofoph. p, 90-^95 ) intimites, that a troop of 
Monks betrayed Greece, and followed the Gothic camp. 

■6 For Siilicho's Greek war, compare the honeft narrative of Zoflmas 
(I.V. p a9S>»96.}> with the curious circumftanCial flattery of Chudian 
(i ConC Sti:icK I. 171— 186. ivConf. Hon. 4 59— ^Sy.). Aitheevent was 
DOC glorious, it is artfully thrown into the fhad*. 

17 The troops who marched tlffough Elia delivered op their arms. 
This fecurity enriched the Eleans, who were lovers of a rural life. Riches 

begat 
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barians was immediately befieged : the waters of c h a p, 
the river '' were diverted into another channel ; «< 
and while they laboured under the intolerable 
preflure of thirft and hunger^ a ftrong line of cir- 
cumvallation was formed to prevent their, efcape* 
After thefe precautions^ Stilicho, too confident of 
vi&ory, retired to enjoy his triumph, in the thea- 
trical games, and lafcivious dances, of the 
Greeks; his foldiers, deferring their ftandards, 
fpread themfelves over the country of their allies, 
which they ftripped of all that had been faved from 
the rapacious hands of the enemy. Alaric appears 
to have feized the favourable moment to execute one 
of thofe hardy enterprifes, in which the abilities of 
a general are difplayed with more genuine luftre, 
than in the tumult of a day of battle. To extri- 
cate hfanfelf from the prifon of Peloponnefus, it 
was necefiary that he (hould pierce the intrench- 
ments which funrounded his camp ; that he ihould 
perform a difficult and dangerous march of thirty 
miles, as far as the Gulf of Corinth ; and chat he 
(bould tranfport his troops, his captives, and his 



beiil pri<le ) thty diidalnffd their privilege, and they fuffercd. Polybi«t 
advifes them to retire otue more within their magic circle. See a iearnod 
and judicious difcourfe en the Olympic games, which Mr. Weft has pre* 
6zed to his tranilation of Pindar. 

^ Ckmdian (in iv Conf. Hon. 480.) alludca to the fad, without naming 
tberirer: perhaps the Alpheos (i Conr. Stil. i. I 185). 
— «— Et /liphcus Geticis au^iuftus acervia 
Tardior ad iiculos etiamnum pergit amores^ 
Yet I fhoold prefer the Pcneus, a (hallr.w ftream in a wide and deep bed, 
which ru A through Ells, and f^ls into the fta hciow Cylenne. It had been 
joined with the Aipheus, to c eanfe the Augean ftaUe (Cellarius, torn. i« 
f . 760. ChandJcr*s TraveU, p. iSdJ* 

fpoil^ 
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Efcapes to 
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A brie is 
declared 
mader- 
general of 
the EaAem 
Jllyricum, 
A. D. 3s8. 



fpoil, over an arm of the Tea, which, in the nar^ 
row interval between Rhium and the oppofite 
fliore, 18 at lead half a mile in breadth '\ The 
operations of Alaric mud have been fecret, pru* 
dent, and rapid ; fince the Roman general was 
confounded by the inteUigence that the Goths, 
who had eluded his efforts, were in full pofleffioa 
of the important province of Epirus. This un- 
fortunate delay allowed Alaric fufEcient time to 
conclude the treaty, which he fecretly negociated, 
with the minifters of Condantinople. The appre- 
henfion of a civil war compelled Stilicho to retire, 
at the haughty mandate of his rivals, from the 
dominions of Arcadius ; and he refpeded, in the 
enemy of Rome, the honourable character of the 
ally and fervant of the emperor of the Ea(L 

A Grecian philoFopher ^^ who viftted Conftan- 
tinople foon after the death of Theodofius, pub- 
li(hed his liberal opinions concerning the duties of 
kings, and the ilate of the Roman republic 
Synefius obferves, and deplores, the fatal abufe, 
which th6 imprudent bounty of the late emperor 
had introduced into the military fervice. The 
citizens, and fubjefts, had purchafed an exemp- 
tion from the indifpenfable duty of defending 



>9 StnibO) L viii, p. 517. Plin. Hid. Katur. iv. 3. Wheder, p- joS. 
Chandler, p. S75. Ti.ey meafuredj from different points, the diAancc 
between the two lands. 

»o Synefius palTcd three years (A.D. 397-- 400.) at Condantinople, as 
deputy from Gyrene to the emperor Arcadius. He prefentcd him with a 
crown of gold, and pronounced before him the InAru^live orstion de 
Regno (p. 1—31. edit. Petav. Paris x6ix ). The philofopher was made 
bi(hop of Piolemais, A. D. 410, and died about 430. See Tillcmont, 



Mem. EcdeC torn. xii. p. 499. 554. 6S3— 685. 
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their country ; which was fupported by the arms chap. 
of Barbarian mercenaries. The fugitives of Scy- 
thia were permitted to difgrace the illuftrious dig- 
nities of the empire ; their ferocious youth, who 
difdained the lalutary reftraint of laws, were more 
anxious to acquire the riches, than to imitate the 
arts, of a people, the objed of their contempt and 
hatred ; and the power of the Goths was the (lone 
of Tantalus, perpetually fufpended over the peace 
and fafety of the devoted (late. The meafures^ 
which Synefius recommends, are the didates of a 
bold and generous patriot. He exhorts the em- 
peror to revive the courage of his fubjefts, by the 
example of manly virtue ; to banifh luxury from 
the court, and from the camp ; to fubftitute, in 
the place of the Barbarian mercenaries, an army 
of men, interefted in the defence of their laws 
and of their property ; to force, in fuch a m€^ 
ment of public danger, the mechanic from his 
(hop, and the philofopher from his fchool ; to 
roufe the indolent citizen from his dream of plea* 
fure, and to arm, for the protedion of agriculture, 
the hands of the laborious hufbandman. At the 
h^d of fuch troops, who might deferve the name, 
and would difplay the fpirit, of Romans, he ani* 
mates the fon of Theodofius to encounter a race 
of Barbarians, who were deflitute of any real 
courage ; and never to lay down his arms, till he 
had chaced them far away into the folitudes of 
Scythia ; or had reduced them to the itate of 
ignominious fervitude, which the Lacedaemonians 
formerly impofed on the captive Helots^'* The 

»i Syncfiut dc Regnoi p. a 1—44. 

court 
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court of Arcadius indulged the zeal, applauded 
the eloquence, and negleded the advice, of Sy« 
nefius. Perhaps the philofopher, who addreffes 
the emperor of the Eaft, in the language of 
reafon and virtue^ which he might hare ufed 
la a Spartan king, bad not condefcended to 
form a pradicable fcheme, coniiftent with the 
temper, and circumftances, of a degenerate age« 
Perhaps the pride of the minifters, whofe bulinefs 
was feldom interrupted by refleflion, might re. 
jie£i, as wild and vifionary, every propofat, which 
exceeded the meafure of their capacity, and 
deviated from the forms and precedents of office^ 
While the oration of Synefius, and the down£d of 
the Barbarians, were the topics of popular conver* 
fation, an edift was pubUflied at Conftantinople^ 
which declared the promotion of Alaric to tbe 
Tank of mafter-general of the Eadern lilyricuou 
The Roman provincials, and the allies, who had 
refpefted the faith of treaties, were juftly indig* 
nant, that the ruin of Greece and Epirus ihould 
be fo liberally rewarded* The Gothic conqueror 
was received as a lawful magiftrate, in the citiea 
which he had fo lately befieged* The fathers, 
whofe fons he had malTacred, the huibands, whofe 
wives he had violated, were fubjed to his amhOi> 
rity : and the fuccefs of his rebellion encouraged 
the ambition of every leader of the foreign mer-^ 
cenaries. The ufe to which Alaric applied his 
new command, diftinguiflies the firm and judi^ 
clous chara^er of his policy. He iflued his orders 
to the four magazines and manufa£hjres of offen* 
^ve and defe^dv? arms, Margys, ilati^aa Naif* 

fUSi 
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fas, and Theflaionica, to provide his troops with c h a f. 
an extraordinary fupply of fhields, helmets, fwords, .^-^^^^ 
and fpears ; the unhappy provincials were com- 
pelled to forge the inftniments of their own 
deftruftion ; and the Barbarians remored the only 
defedt which had fomettmes difappointed the 
efforts of their courage". The birth of Alaric, 
the glory of his paft exploits, and the confidence 
in his future defigns, infenfibly united the body 
of the nation under his vifiorious ftandard ; and 
with the unanimous confent of the Barbarian 
chieftains, the mafler-general of lUyricum wat 
elevated, according to ancient cuflom, on a (hield, 
and folemnly proclaimed king of the Vifigoths*'. anaiunseT 
Armed with this double power, feated on the goliii. 
verge of the two empires, he alternately fold his 
deceitful promifes to the courts of Arcadius, and 
Honorius^; till he declared and executed his 
refolution of invading the dominions of the We(L 
The provinces of Europe which belonged to the 

xt —.-.-. ^ul foedera rumpit 

Ditatiir : qui (brvat, cget : vaAator Achivas 
GentiSj et Epirum nuper popuiacus inultara 
l^rcfidec lUyrico : jam» quos obfedit, amicoB 
Ingredltor muros ; illis rcfponfa daturus 
Quorum conjugibus potitur, natofque peremit. 
Caudian in Eutrop. I. ii. an. Aliric applauds his own policy (de BelL ' 
Getic 533— 543O9 in the ufe which he had made of this lilyrian jurildic« 
tjon. 

M Joniandes, c. 29. p. 651. The Gothic hiilorian adds, with unuftial 
Ipirit, C«na illis dolibenus fuafit fuo iabore qnacrere re^a, qvam aii«nit pw 
•tiurn fitfcgaoere. 
%4 —.» Difcors odiifqve ancepa cWibus Oii>tt 
Von iia vis tutata diu, dum fosdera fiUkx 
Ludit, <t altecsx perjuria vcnditat ante. 

CiaaditB de BcU. Get 56$. 

Eaftera 
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CHAP. Eaftern emperor, were already exhaufted ; thofe 

i_,-,-L' of Afia were inacceflible ; and the ftrength of 

Conftantinople had refifted his attack* But he 

was tempted by the fame, the beauty, the wealth 

of Italy, which he had twice vifited ; and he fecretly 

afpired to plant the Gothic ftancjard on the walls of 

Rome, and to enrich his army with the accumulated 

fpoils of three hundred triumphs '^ 

iTc inrarTes 1'^^ fcarcity of fafts **, and the tmcertainty of 

a' d. dates *% oppofe our attempts to defcribe the cir- 

^*^'^^^^* cumftances of the firft invafion of Italy by the 

arms of Alaric. His march, perhaps from Thef- 

falonica, through the warlike and hoAile country 

of Pannonia, as far as the foot of the Juliaa 

Alps ; his paflage of thofe mountains, which 

were flrongly guarded by troops and intrench- 

ments; the fiege of Aquileia, and the conqueft 

of the provinces of Ulria and Venetia, appear to 

have employed a confiderable time. Unlefs his 

operations were extremely cautious and flow, the 

aj Alplbns Ital ;r ruptis per.etrabis ad UrUm. 
T(n!> atithLnttc piedtdion was announced by Abric, or at leaft byCludian 
(de BclJ Gcrico, 54.7.), ft ven years before the event- But as it was not 
acrump iihed w.tliiri tlic term which has been raflily fixed, ihc interpreteri 
cfcj]X'd kiirough an am^^iguous meaning. 

x6 Our beft materials are 970 vcrfes of Claudinn, in the poem on Che 
Cetic war, and the bcj^nning of that which celebrates the fixtli confulOiip 
of Honurius. Zofimus is toml.y filent j and we arc reduced to fuch fcraps, 
orratlier crumbs, as 9ve can pick from Orofius and the Chronicles. 

&7 Notwithftanding the groTs errors of Jomandes, who confoonds tlie 
Italian wart of Alaric (c. 29.), his date of the confoKhip of Stilicho and 
Aurelian (A- D. 400.) is firm and rtfpedable. It is certain from Claudian 
(Tillemont, Hifl. des Entp. torn. ▼. p. So4.)» that the battkof l*oUen^ 
WM fottshc A. D. 403.} but we caniiot cafily fill cbe interval 
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length of the interval would fuggeft a probable chap. 
fiifpicion, that the Gothic king retreated towards ^^^' 
the banks of the Danube ; and reinforced his 
array with frefh fwarms of Barbarians, before he 
again attempted to penetrate into the heart of 
Italy. Since the public and important events 
efcape the diligence of the hiftorian, he may 
amufe himfelf with contemplating, for a moment, 
the influence of the arms of Alaric on the fortunes 
of two obfcure individuals, a prefbyter of Aquileia, 
and an hufbindman of Verona. The learned 
Rufinus, who was fummoned by his enemies to 
appear before a Roman fynod *•, wifely preferred 
the dangers of a befieged city ; and the Barba- 
rianSy who furioufly (hook the walls of Aquileia, 
might favc him from the cruel fentence of another 
heretic, who, at the requeft of the fame bifliops, 
was feverely whipped, and condemned to per- 
petual exile on a defert ifland **'. The old man ^% 
who had pafled his finiple and innocent life in the 
neighbourhood of Verona, was a ftranger to the 

*^ Tantum Romans urbis judicium fugis, uc iragls obfidionem barhari- 
caxn, quam/tfr.r^ urbis judicium velis fuAinere. Jcrom. torn. ii. p*3 39. 
Rufinus underflood his own danger : the peaceful city was inflamed by the 
beldam Marcella, and the reft of Jcrom's faflion. 

»9 Jovinian, the enemy of fafts and of celibacy, wbo was perffcutcd And 
infulted by the furtout Jcrom (Jortm's Re«narks, vol. iv. p. 104, &c.}. 
See the original edidt of banilhmcnt in the Thcodoiian Code, 1. xvi. tit. v* 
lef. 43. 

|o ThU epigram (de Sene Veronenfi qui fubutbiom nufquamcgreflUs e(l), 
is one of the earlicft and mod pleafing compofitions of Claudian. Cowley*s 
imiutlon (Hurd*s edition, vol. ii. p. 241.) has fome natural and happy 
ftrokes I but i: is much Inferior to tlie original portraity which is evidently 
drawn from tlie life. 

quarrels 
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CHAP, quarrels both of kings and of bUbops ; his pleafurcs. 



XXX. 



his defires, bis knowledge, were confined within 
the little circle of his paternal ^m \ and a ftaflF 
fupported his aged fteps, on the fame ground 
where he had fported in bia infancy. Yet even 
this humble and ruftic felicity (which Claudian 
defcribes with fo much truth and feeling) wag 
{till expofed to the undiftinguilhing rage of war. 
His trees, his old contemporary trees ^% mull blaze 
in the conflagration of the whole country; a 
detachment of Gothic cavalry might fweep away 
his cottage and his family ; and the power of Alaric 
could deftroy this happinefs, ^ich he was, not 
able either to tafte, or to beftow. *^ Fame,** 
fays the poet, *' encircling with terror or gloomy 
f^ wings, proclaimed the march of the Barbarian 
*' Viny> and filled Italy with confternation :*' 
the apprebenfions of each individual were increafed 
in juft proportion to the> meafure of his fortune : 
and the mod timid, who had already embarked 
their valuable eifeds, meditated their efcape to 
the ifland of Sicily, or the African coaft. The 
public diflrefs was aggravated by the fears and re- 
proaches of fuperftition '*• Every hour produced 

S' Ingentrm memlnit parvo qui g^rmine quercum 
i^qucvumque vidci coBfenuifle nemus. 
A neighbouring wood bom with htmfelf lie fees, 
AtA loves liis old contemporary trees. 
la (bis paflage, Cowley ii perhaps fuperior to hit original ; and tbe EngKih 
poet, who was a good botaniHy has concealed the oekt^ under a more general 
czprcffioD. ^ 

V' CUudian de Bell Get. 791*^66. He may fcem prolix: but fear and 
fo|>eraitioB occupied as large a fpace in the minds of the Italians* 

13 fome 
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fame horrid taTe of ftrange and portentous acci- chap. 
dents : the Pkgans deplored the negleft of omen$, -J?^^ 
and the interruption offacrifices; but the Chrift- 
ians ftill derived fome comfort from the powerful 
interceflion of the faints and martyrs "• 

The emperor Honorius was dillinguiihed) above Honor|«i 
hisfubjeds, by the pre-eminence offear^ as well muU, 
as of rank. The pride and luxury in which he ^^-^S' 
was educated, had not allowed him to fiifpe^t, 
that there exifted on the earth any power prefump- 
tuotts enough tp invade the repofe of the fuc- 
ceflbr of Auguftus. The arts of flattery con- 
cealed die impeiuling danger^ till Alaric ap- 
proached the palace of Milan. But, when the 
found of war had awakened the young emperor^ 
inftead of flying to arms with the fpirit, or even 
the ndhnefs, of his age, he eagerly liftened to 
thofe timid counfellors, who propofed to convey 
his iacred peribn, and his faithful attendants, to 
fome fecure and diftant ftation in the provhices 
of Gaul. Sdlicho alone '^ had courage and au- 
thority to refift this difgracefiil meafure, which 
would have abandoned Rome and Italy to the 
Barbarians ; but as the troops of the palace had 
been lately detached to the Rhaetian frontier, 
and as the refource of new levies was flow and pre- 

II FitMn the paflSig^s of PtuUnvti which Baron! us has produced (AnnaJ. 
tcclef. A. 0.403, No5f.)y it is masifeil, tha^ the general alarm had per* 
▼aded aU iuly, as far as Nc^ inCampania^ where thac faoioos penitent had 
fixed hia abode. 

34 Solus erat StiUcho> ftc* ia the excluflfe commendation which Clandian 
btlkows (de Bell. Get. 167. }» without condefcending to except the emperor. 
How infiprificant mvft Honorias have appeared in bis own court 1 

VoL.V. O carious. 
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CHAP, carious, the general of the Weft could onfy pror 
mife, that, if the court of Milan would maiutain 
their ground during his abfence, he would foon 
return with an army equal to the encounter of the 
Gothic king. Without lofing a moment (while 
each moment was fo important to the public 
fafety), Stilicho hadily embarked on the Larian 
lake, afcended the mountains of ice and Ihow, 
amidd the feverity of an Alpine winter, and fud- 
denly reprefled, by his unexpedled prefence, the 
enemy, who had difturbed the tranquillity of 
Rhstia". The Barbarians, perhaps fome tribes 
of the Alemanni, refpeded the firmnefs c^ a chief, 
who ftill aflumed the language of command ; 
and the choice which he condefcended to make, 
of a feleft number of their braved youth, was con- 
iidered as a mark of his efteem and favour. The 
cohorts, who were delivered from the neighbour- 
ing foe, diligently repaired to the Imperial ftand- 
ard; and Stilicho iiTued his orders to the mod 
remote troops of the Weft, to advance, by rapid 
marches, to the defence of Honorius and of Italy. 
The fortrefles of the Rhine were abandoned ; and 
the fafety of Gaul was protefted only by the faith 
of the Germans, and the ancient terror of the 
Roman name. Even the legion, which had been 
ftationed to guard the wall of Britain againft the 
Caledonians of the North, was haftily recalled ^^ ; 

and 

15 The faLC of ihe country, and tlie tuTdlBcfs p{ Stilicho, are fioely de- 
fcribed (dc Bell. CcL 340— 36^). 

}6 Vcnit cc txinmis Itgio praeccnu Britannii 
' Quas Scoco dat (rena truci. 

DeBell. Gct.4iiw 

Yet 
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attd a ntuncroos body of the cavalry of the Abni chap. 
was perfuaded to engage in the fervice of the v«^./^ 
emperor, who anxioufly expe&ed the return of 
his general. The prudence and vigour of Stili- 
cho were confpicuous on this occafion, which 
revealed, at the fame time, the weaknefs of the 
falling empire* llie legions of Rome, which 
had long fince languiihed in the gradual decay of 
difictpline and courage, were exterminated by the 
Gothic and civil wars ; and it was found impoffi* 
ble, without exhaufting and expofing the pro- 
vinces, to aflemble an army for the defence of 
Italy. 

When Stilichb feemed to abandon his fbve- He it pur- 
reign in the unguarded palace of Milan, he had befieged by 
probably calculated the term of his abfence, **^**^*' 
the diftance of the enemy, and the obftacles that 
might retard their mardi. Hd principally de- 
pended on the rivers of Italy, the Adige, the 
Mindus,.the Oglio, and the Addua; which, in 
the winter dr fpring, by the fall of rains, or by 
the melting of the ihows, are commonly fwelled 
into broad and impetuous torrents '^ But the 
fisafon happened to be remarkably dry ; and the 

Y«C th€ moft npid march from Edinburgh^ or Newcaftle> to Milan, muft 
have required a longer Tpace of time than Claudian feems wiUing to allow 
for the deration of the Gothic war. 

f7 Evtry traveller muft recoltea the face of Lombardy ^fee Pontendle. 
tqm. v. p. 27909 which is often tormented hy the ciipricious and irregular 
Aandancc of waters. The Auftriant, before Genoa, wefe encauped in the 
dry bcdof thr Polcevera «« Ne ftrebbe'* (fiiys MuraiQil) "mal paflaio- 
<' per mente a que buooi Alemanni, che quel picciolo ton«me potefle, per 
^ cofi dire in un inftante cangiarfi in un terribil gi^te.** (AQnal. d^ItaJia, 
torn. xH p. 443* Miian« 1753, Ivo edit.) 

O 2 Goths 
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c H^A P. Goths could traverfey without loipoiaDcnty the 
wide and ftony beds, whofe centre was £aiiitly 
marked by the courfe of a (hallow fiream* The 
bridge and paflfage.of the Addaa were lecured by 
a ftrong detachment of the Gothic army ; and a» 
Alaric approached the walk, or rather die fttl> 
urbs, of Milan, he enjoyed the prood £iti£» 
faction of feeing the emperor of the Romans fly 
before him. Honorius, accompanied by a fiseble 
train of ftatefnmi and eunuchs, httftily retreacod 
towards the Alps, with a deiign of fscuriag Us 
peribn in the city of Aries, which had often been 
the royal refidence of his predeceflfors. But Ho* 
norius'* had fcarcely paffed the Po, b^re he 
was orertaken by the fpeed of the Gothic ca* 
vairy ^ ; fince the urgency of the danger conN 
pelled him to feek a temporary Shelter witbia the 
fortification of Afta, a town of Liguria or Pie* 
mont, fituate on the banks of the Tanaroa^^ 
The fiege of an obfcnre place, which contained 
lb rich a prize, and £eemad incapable of a long 
refiftance, was inftantly formed, and iadefiM%ably 
preffed, by the king of the Goths ; and the bold 
declaration, which the emperor might afterwasda 



. SS Chudian does not clearly anfwer our queflion, Where was Honorius 
himrelf? Yet ihe flight is marked hy the purfuit: and my idea of the Gotliac^ 
war is juftificd by the Italian critics^ Sigonius (toni- i« P. ii. p. 369. <le 
Imp. Occident. !• x.) and Muratori CAnnalid'luHa, torn. it. p. 45.]. 

39 One of the roads may be traced in the Itineraries (p. 98. aSS. 19^1 
with Wefieiia^'s notes). Aibi lay fome miles on the ri^ht haod. 

40 A1U« or Aft), a Roman colony, is now the capital of a pleafant county, 
wluch, in the fixteentb century, devolved to tlie Dukts of Savoy (X«eandrQ 
Albert! DefcrizzioAc d'ltaliai p. 382.) • 

makcy 
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tttkc, that his bread bad nerer be» fiifceptible chap. 
of fear^ did not probably obtain much credit, even ^^^' 
in his own^court ^. In the laft, and almoft faq>e» 
lefs extremity, after the Barbarians had already 
propofed the indignity of a capitolation, the Im- 
perial captive was fuddenly rdieved by the fan^, 
the approach, and at leogth the pcefence of the 
. hero. Inborn be had fo long expe&ed. At the 
beftd of a chofen and intrepid vanguard, Stilicho 
fwam the ftream of the Addua, to gain the time 
which he muft have bfi in the atuck of the 
bridge ; the p^iTage of the Fo was an enterprife 
of much leis hazard and difficulty ; and the /uc« 
ceftfulaftbn, in which he cut his way through 
the Gothic camp under the walls of Aftaj le* 
vWed the hopes, and vindicated the honour, of 
Rome. Indead of grafping the fruit of his vic- 
tory, the Barbarian was gradually invefted, on 
every fide, by the troops of the Weft, who fuc- 
ceffively iflued through all the paifes of the Alpsj 
his quarters were ftraightened ; his convoys wer^ 
intercepted; and the vigilance of the Romans 
prepared to form a chain of fortifications, and to 
befiege the lines of the befiegers. A military 
council was aflembled of the long-haired chiefs 
of the Gothic nation; of aged warriors, whofe 
bodies were vi'^PP^^ ^^ ^^^9 ^^^ whole ftern 
countenances were marked with honourable 
wounds* They weighed the glory of perfifting. 



41 NtcnwtiaortmpaHlvliBk He might liold thU pnad kngu^ge lli» 
next year u Roumi five bQndredl niki from the f^coe oC dangct (vl Cont 
Boa. -^9.). 

O3 in 
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c H A p. in their attempt againft the advantage of fecaring 
^mi^^'^} their plunder ; and they recommended the prn^ 
dent meafure of a feafonable retreat. In this im- 
portant debate, Alarie difplayed the fpirit of the 
conqueror of Rome ; and after he had reminded 
his countrymen of their atchievements and of their 
defigns, he concluded his animating fpeech, by 
the folemn and pofitive aiTurance, that he, was 
refolved to find in luly, eith^ a kingdom, or a 
grave **. 
Battle of The loofe difcipline of the Barbariafis always 
A. D 403, expofed them to the danger of a furprife | but, 
March 29. inftead of chufmg the diffolute hours of riot and 
intemperance, Stilicho refolved to attack the 
Chrijiian Goths, whilft they were devoutly cm- 
ployed in celebrating the feftival of Eafte^*^ 
The execution of the ftratagem, or, as it was 
termed by the clergy, of the facrilege, was en- 
trufted to Saul, a Barbarian and a Pagan, who 
had ferved, however, with diftinguifhed repnta* 
tion among the veteran generals of Theodofius. 
The camp of the Goths, which Alarie had pitched 

4» Htnc ego vel viftor regno, nl mortr tenebQ 
Yiftusy humum mi j 
The fpccches (d« BeJl. Get. 479— ftWO ©^ the Cpthic Ncftor, and AchiU«, 
are ftrong, character] (lie, adapted to the circumAances $ and poflibly not 
tefs gesuioe than thole of Livy« ^ 

41 OroiiHS (L vii. p. 37.) i$ flipckf 4 #t tlw Mnfiiety of the Romans, who 
attacked, on Eafter Sunday, fuch piou% Chriftians. Yet, at the fame tim?, 
public pray w were offered «t the rhrJne of St Thomas of Edcfla, for the 
dsftruakn of the Arian robber. See TilkflMNic (Hift. des Emp. torn. v. 
p. 529.)! who quotas an hamU/i wMdi kM^eco pnouBtnAy afcribed to 
St. ChryfoOomt 

. ^ ia 
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in ihe neighbourhood of Pollentia^, was thrown chap. 
into coiifufion by the fudden and impetuous 
diarge of the Imperial cavalry ; but, in a few* 
•'^' itioments, the- undaunted genius of then leader* 
gave them an order, aid a field, of battle; and' 
as loon as they had recovered from their adontfli- 
mem, the pious confidence, that the God of tlie 
Chriftians would aflert their caufe, added new 
ftrength to thetr native valour. In this engage-' 
ment, which was long maintained with equal' 
conrage and fucccfs, the chief of the Alani, whofe 
diminutive and favage form concealed a magna- 
nimous foul, approved his fufpedred loyalty, by 
the zeal with which he fought, and fell, in the 
fervice of the republic ; and the fame of this gal- 
lant BaK^arian has been imperfeftly preferved in 
the verfes of Claodian, fince the poet, who cele- 
brates his virtue, has omitted the mention of 
his name. His death was followed by the flight 
and'difmay of the fquadrons which he command- 
ed; Md the defeat of the wing of cavalry might 
hj^v? decided the viftory of Alafic, ifStilicho had 
not immediately led the Roman and Barbarian 
infantry to the attack. The flcill of the general, 
and the bravery of the foldiers, furmounted every 
obilacle. In the evening of tbe bloody day, the 
Goths retreated from the field of battle ; the in- 
trenchments of their camp were forced, and the 

44 Thev^igMOf PolUniia«fc Iwcnty.fivc miles to the foutb-eafl of 
Tonn. ^rhf in the fiune neiglibourhoocl, wa« a royal chace of the kinss of 
Lonbardyy and a fmall river, which exceed the prediaior, «« penetrabis ad 
^ ttibem*** (CliTPen leal. Antiq. torn. i. p. S3— 85.) 

p 4 fcene 
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fcene <^ rapine ap(l flaughter ma4e fomci atdn<N 
lomit for the caUmities wbieh they..bad* faifliSed 
«& ihg fttbjeas of the enpine^'. The magnificeat 
fpoik of (ilorimh aod ArgM ewicl^d the veteraot 
of the Weft; the captive wife of Alaric^ who ba4 
foipatieiKtly dauned h« promjfe ol Rpmaa jewek 
axid Patrician handmaids^, was reduced to im» 
plore the mercy of th§ infukixig foe ; and many 
thouland piifoqers^ releafed from the Gothia 
chains, difperfed through the provinces of Italy 
the praifes of their heroic deliverer. The triumph 
of Stilicho ^^ was compared by the poet» jipd pert 
haps by the publicj^ to that of Marios; who, i^ 
the fame part of Italy, jiad encounured and dc^ 
flroyed another army of northern 9arbaFia|ii« 
The huge bones^ and the empty helmets^ of the 
Cimbri and of the Goths, would eaAly be coiu 
founded by fucceeding generations ; and pofUrity 
might ered a common trophy to the memory of 
the two moft illuftxious generals, who had vaon 
qui(hcd, on the fame niefnatabje ground^ ttN^ 
two mqft formidable enemies of Rome ^* 

The 

a Ofofiot wlAw, ia dottbHul wQvdf , tt> inildvste tlie d^fiiai •£ t|» Ro. 
nuns. <f PufnantcsvicimiiH yi^UNVfviai rpwos.*' Figfpcr (mChno.) 
makes it an equal and bloody buttle i bnt the Cothic writen, Cafliodorio^ 
(in Cbrqn.) aid Jomandet (de Rdw Get. e. tg*) dairn adadfiff TiAovf* 

4^ Demens A|ifomd«ni gemmau mopilia niatron^ 
Komanafque ald| iamufas cervice pctpbau 

D»'0cl|.Otf^4at. 

47 Claiidian (^e BeU. GfC 580^-647) Md Pntdentioa (in S|iiia»cfa. 
I.ii. 694^719.) cdchiste, without ambisuiiy, U)c R4fm|» viAoiy «n>nh 
lentiA- They are ijoetical anil jwr^ywriterajyat fame credit is d«« aotbc 
fnoA (Ufpicious wKneOes, vho are checked by tha racaiit notoriety U iJiAs. 

4« Claudians peroration is aronf and aiegant^ Hut: tlm i^entiiv W ibe- 
Cimbric af|d Gothic fields, muft be underftood (like Virgil's Pbilippi^ 
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The doqumte of Claudian^ has oslebrated, chap. 
wh bnfli appbnfe^, the viQory of PoIIeniiay one ^-->,-^ 
of the inoft glonoos days m the life of his patron ; ^^^ 
but his rdudant aod partial inafe beftows more of Aivk. 
genuioe praili^ oa the charader of the Gothic 
king. Hit mme b indeed branded with the 
reproachful epithets of pirate and robber, to which 
the conquerorf of etery age are fo juftly entitled ; 
btti the poet of Scilicbo is compelled to acknow* 
)edge, that Alaric poflefied the invincible temper 
af OHiid). which rifea fuperior to every misfortune^ 
and derives new vefoorces from adverfity. After 
the total defeat of his infantry, he efi:aped» or 
lather withdrew, from the field of battle, with the 
gmateft port of his cavalry entire and mibroken. 
Without wafting a moment to lament the irre* 
parable loft of fo many brave companions, he left^ 
hb ^sAorioiis enemy to bind in chains the captnrw 
knges of a Oothic Hing*"^; and boldly reiblved 
to break throegh the ungoarded pafles of ttm 
i^fwuiiae^ to fpread delplaiioa over the fruitful 
face of Tufcany^ and to conquer or die before ihn 
gatee of Homct The caj^tai was ia?ed by tha 

fktmf^U 490») acpofAns to tba loq<f ^tti gnftf rff i poet. "VcrocU* Mi. 
PoUcBSU are fixty mtlcf £roin cacb ochpr | Md the Ucitpde it ftil^ peatery if 
file Cimbri irere defeatrd in the wide and barren plain of VeronM (Mailbf» 
VcrBMiiil«ftrai% P.j. p.54-«-fer). ' . 

4S Claudian and Prudentii« mnA. be (Iti&tf npimiard, ta redupa tl|» 
^gvres, and extent the hiObric fenfe of thofe pocu* 

Sf> Bt pavant emdmiii (vs Mies avamafet 
te met atata aonqim enckain«r kt imi^lies* 
The pradice of rxpofing in triumph the imaseaof Uas* *»4 prorincea w^s 
familiar to the Romans. The baft of Mithridatea himf(.lf was twelve ftet 
|d^ of mafl^ 90M (FMni^eiti^ SupplevMiit IMm, dK. 47*). 

I zStvre 
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CHAP, aftivc -arid) ioocflant diligence of Stiikfao : bot.he 
refpeded the deipair of^hk enomj; and, inftead 
of commitiiog the fate of the . repjibiic to Xhe 
chance of another battle, he pvopofed to purchife 
the s^feoce of the Barbaaians. Theifptm of> 
Alarie would have i^qe&ed :iuch tevma, the per* 
miflion of a retreat, and the o&r of a penfion,. 
ii4th contempt and indignation ; but he exercifed 
a limited and precarious authority over the inde* 
pendent chieftains, who had raifed hrcny for their 
ii?nrice, above the rank of his equals ; they were 
ftill iefs difpofed to follow an unfuccefsful gene« 
nd, and many of them were tempted to confalt 
their intereft by a private negociation with . the 
mintter of Honorios* The king fobmitted to. 
the ' voice of bis people, radiied the treaty with 
the empire of the Weft, and repaiTed the Bo, 
with the remama of the flouriflnng arwy nevhich 
lie bad led into Italy; A confiderable part ef the 
Romiain forces ftill continued to attend his mo-> 
tiosis ; and- Scihcho, wbor maiiitained.a feerct <ior* 
fefpcMidtoce .withvfome of the Barbarian chiefe^ 
was p«ln£httlly:apprifed of thd ddign^that were 
formed in the camp and council of Alaiic. The 
king of the Ooths, -ambitious to fignalize hts 
retreat by Come fplendld atchievement, bad 
refolved to occupy the importaat cit^ ^ Veresa, 
which commatids. the principal paffage of the 
Rliaetian Alps ; and, diredting hi& march through 
the territories of > thofe <9ernian tribes, whole 
alliknce would re(!ore his exh^ufted ftrength^ to 
invade, on the fide of the Rhiae^ the wealthy and 

2 unfufpefting 
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unfufpefting provinces of GauL Ignorant of the^ chap. 
treafon, which had already betrayed bis bold and 
judicious enterprife, he advano^l towards the 
paflcs of the mountains, already pofleded by the 
Imperial troops; where he was expoTed, almoft 
at the fame inftant, to a general attack in the 
front, on bis flanks, and in the rear. In thi« 
bloody adicm, at a fmall diftance from the walls 
of Verona, the lofs of the Goths wu not ,le& 
heavy than that which they had fuftaiaed in the- 
defeat of Pbllentia; and their valiant king, wiiO) 
efcaped by the fwiftneft of his horfe, miift either 
have been flain or made prifoner, if the hafly 
raflmels of the Alani had not dilappointed the 
meafures of the Roman general. Alaric fecured 
the regains of his army on the adjacent rocks ; 
and prepared himfelf, with undaunted refolution, 
to maintain a liege againft the fuperior numbers 
of the enemy, who tnvefted him on all fides; 
But he could not oppofe the deftru^ve progreis 
of hunger and difeafe ; nor was it poflible for him 
to check the continual defertion ol bis impatient * 
and capridous Barbarians. In this extremity he 
ftill found refources in his own courage, or in 
the moderation of his% adverfary i and the retreat ' 
of the Gothic king was confidered as the deliver^i 
ance of Italy''. Yet the people, and aren the 
clergy, incapable of. forming any rational jiid^ 
ment of the bufinefs of peace and war, prefumed 
to arraign the policy of Stilicho, who fo c^n 
vanquifliedy fo often furrounded, and jSo often 

St The Getic war and the fixth confuKhipof Honoriuf obfcuWy connea 
tke events ef Alaric's retreat and Mhu 

difmifled 
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CHAP. difioMfled the implacable enemy of the repoUic 
^?;^ The firft moment of the pubMc fafety is devoted 

to gratitude and joy ; but the fecond k diligently 

occupied by envy and calumny ^\ 
Tiietri- The dtizen^.df Rome had been adoniOied by 

nmnh t^ 

Hontoriiist the approach of Alaric; and the diligence with 
a!d!^o4. which they laboured to reftorc the walls of the 
capital, confefled their own fears, and the de- 
cfine of the empire. After the retreat of the 
Barbarians, Honorius was direded to accept the 
iutiful invitation of the fenate, and to celebrate, 
in the Imperial dty, the aufpicious sera of the 
Gothic viftory, and of his fixth confulfllip'^ 
The fuburbs and the ftreets, from the Milvian 
bridge to the Palatine mount, were filled by the 
Roman people, who, in the fpace of an hundred 
years, had only thrice been honoured with the 
prefence of their fovereigns. While then: eyes 
were fixed on the chariot where Stilicho was 
defervedly feated by the fide of his royal pupil, 
they applauded the pomp of a triumph, which was 
not ftained, liloe that of Conftantine, or of Theo- 
dofias, with dvil blood. The proceffion pafled 
mder^ a lofty arch, which had been purpofely 
ere^ed : but in lefs than feven years, the Gothic 
conquerors of Rome might read, if they were 
able to read, the fuperb infcription of that 
lOMttment, which attefted the total defeat and 



9* Tjiceo de Altrico . i . fkpe vidoy /Wpe conchiib, remp«rq«e di» 
miSro. Ofofioti J. vii. c. 37. p« 567. Cku^Uan (vi CarX U<m. 300.) 
drops tlic curuin with a fine image. 

51 The remainder of Cbndian's poem on the fixth confulihip of Hooo- 
riusy deibribcft the jourtitf, the triumph^ and the garnet (330—660.}. 

definition 
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deftro&ion ef their nadoa ^\ The emperor te&ieA chap. 
icTend months in the capital, and every put of ^J^^^L^ 
his behaviour was regulated with care to condiiate 
the affedion of die clergy, the fenate, and the 
people of Rome. The clergy was edified by his 
frequent vifits, and liberal gifts, to the Chrines of 
tbeapoftles. The feaate, who, in the triumphal 
proceffion, had beez^ excufed from the humili- 
ating aremony of preceding on foot the Imperial 
chariot, was treated with the decent reverence 
which Stilicho always affeAed for that aflemUy. 
The people was repeatedly gratified by the atfen« 
tion and courtefy of Honorius in the public 
gamies, which were celebrated on that occafioa 
with a magnificence not unworthy of the fpeda* 
tor. As foon as the appointed number of chariot* 
races was concluded, the decoration of the Circus 
was fuddenly changed ; the hunting of wild beafts 
afforded a various and fplendid entertainment; 
and the chace was fucceeded by a military dance, 
which: feems, in the lively defcription of Claudian, 
to prefmt the image of a modem tournament* 

In thefe games of Honorius, the inhuman com^ The ^ 
bats of gUdiators " polluted, for the laft time, the JbSScd^ 
amphitheatre of Rome. The firft Chriftian 
emperor ^nay claim the honour of the firft edift» 
which condemned the art and amufement of flied* 



M See Uieinfcriptioii tn MaToow's Hiftory of ihe ADCiMt Oenmns, viii. 
t%. The wordft are pofitive and iDdifcraet, Gtanim jmtioiicm in^uuw 
arriua dooiitam^ ate 

iS On cbc corioasy though itorrid, (hbje£l ef cbe fMUlort, ccyif olt <hii 
two books of the Saturnalia of LipflU8» who« aa an frntif^arkm, h iDclioed ta 

ding 
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GHAF. ding human blood '^; but this benevolent law 
exprefled the wiflies of the prmce, without reform* 
ing an invetetate abufe, which degraded a dviU 
ifed nation below the conditioo of lavage canni- 
bals. ' Several hundred^ perhaps feveral thou- 
land, vidinis were annually (laughtered in the 
great cities of the empire} and the month of 
December, more peculiarly devoted to the com- 
bau of gladiators, ftiU exhibited, to the eyes of 
the Roman people, a grateful fpeftade of blood 
and cruelty. Amidft the general joy of the vic- 
tory of PoUentia, a Chriftian poet exhorted the 
emperor to extirpate, by his authority, the horrid 
cuftom which had fo long' refitted the voice of 
humanity and religion ^\ The pathetic repre£ent- 
ations of Pnidentius were lefs eSedual than the 
generous boldnefs of Telemachus, an Afiatic 
monk, whofe death was more ufeful to mankind 
than his life "• The Romans were provoked by 
the interruption of their pleafures ; and the raik 
monk, who had defcended into the arena, to 
feparate the gladiators, was overwhelmed under a 
(bower of ftones. But the madnefs of the people 
foon fubfided ; they refpeded the memoiy of 

56 Cod. Thcodof. 1. xv. tit. xii. Ic^. f. The CommenfM of Godefirof 
affords large materials (torn. v. p. 396.} for the luftory of gladiators. 

57 See the pcroratioa of Prudentius (in Symmach. 1. ii. nil — ii)t.), 
vho had doubtlefs read the eloquent invedive of Laftantius (Divio. Inftitau 
1. VA. c so.)- The ChriAaan apoJogifts have not fjpared thefe bloody garnet, 
which were introdoced in the leUgioos feAivals of Paganifm. 

$s Theodoret, 1. v. c. %6. I wiib to believe the ftory of St. Teletnidiua. 
Vet no church has been dedicated, no altar has been ere4ledy to the onJj 
nook who died a martyr in the caafe of humanity. 

Tele. 
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Telemachus, Who. had delerted * the ik>noiit9 of ^j^^x**^ 
jmrtyrdom ; and they fuhmitred^ wkiioiit a mur- v-*>v^ 
mttr,^to the laws of Honorius, which abdiihed 
for ever the human facrifices of the aaiphtth^atre» 
The citizens, who adhered to the manners of 
their anceffors, might perhaps infinuate, that 
the hSt. remains.. of a siartiai fpirit were preferv^ 
in this fchool of fortitude, which accuftomed the 
Romans to the fight of blood, and to the con- 
tempt of deaths a vain' and cruel prejudice, fo 
nobly confuted by the valour of ancient Greece^ 
and of modem Europe ^M 

The recent danger, to which- the perfon of th^ Hoooriat 
emperor had been expofed in the defencelels refidei^« 
palace of Milan, urged him to feek a retreat in ^*^g"^ 
ibmeinacceflible fcx-treis of Italy, where he might 
iecurely remain, -while the open country was 
covered by ^ deluge of Barbarians. On the coafl 
of the Hadriatic, about ten or twelve miles from 
the mod fouthern of^the feven mouths of the Po^ 
the llMflfalians had founded the ancient colony 
of -Ravenna % which they afterwards refigned 
to the natives of Umbiia. Auguftus, who had 

59 Crudcic giadiatorum fpc9aculuiTi ct inhumanum nonnuUit vidcri folet, 
ct baud frio an ila fit, ut nunc fit. Cicero Tufculan. ii. 17. He faintly 
ccnfures tlic abuje^ and warmly defends the w/<f, of thefc fports ; oculis nii)|a 
poterat eflc foriior contra dolcrem ct mortem difciplina. Seneca (epift. vii-) 
(hews the feelings of a man. 

60 1* his account of Raventwi is drawn from Stmbo (1. r. p. 3i7-)> P^wy 
(iii. ao.^, Stephen of Byzjntium (fub voce Ya^mcc, p. 651. edit. B«rkeL)» 
CJaudian (in vi ConC Honor. 494, Sec ), Sidoniui Aixjllinaris (1. i. epift v. 
80, Jcm|ndeR (de Rcb. Get. c 29.)» Procopius (de Bell. Ootiiic. I. i. c. 1. 
^ ^09. tfdit. Loiivre)» and Cliiveritts C^tal. Antiq, torn. i. p. joi— 307.}. 
Vbt I (till wapt a local antiquarian^ and a good topographical map. 

obferved 
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obferfoil Ae opportunity df the place^ preparedi 
at the iiiftance of three miles from the old town, 
ft capacious harbour, for the reception of two 
hundred and fifty flitps of war. This naval efta- 
bliihment, vhich inchided the arfenals and maga- 
zines, the barracks of the troops, .2nd. the houfes 
of the artificers, derived in origin and name from 
the permanent ftation of the Roman fleet; the 
intermedbte fpace was foon filled with buildings 
and inhabitants, and the three extenfive and 
populous quarters of Ravenna gradually contri- 
buted to form one of the moft important cities of 
Italy. The principal canal of Auguftus poured 
a copious ftream of the waters of the Po through 
the niidft of the city, to the entrance of the bar. 
bour; the fame, waters were introduced into the 
profound ditches that encompaffed the walls; 
they were diftributed, by a thoufand fubordinate 
canals, into every part of the city, which they 
divided into a variety of ffgall iflands ; the com« 
munication was maintained only by the ufe of 
boats and bridges ; and the houfes of Ravenna, 
whofe appearance may be compared to that of 
Venice, were raifed on the foundation of wooden 
piles. The adjacent country, to the diftance of 
many miles, was a deep and impafiable morafs; 
and the artificial caufeway, which connected 
Ravenna with the continent, might be eafily 
guarded, or deftroyed, on the approach of an hoftile 
army. Thefe morafles were interfperfed, how« 
ever, with vineyards; md though the foil was 
exhaulled by four or five crops^ the town enjoyed 

a more 
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i more plentiful fupplj of wine than of frefli chap. 
water ••. The air, inftcad of receiving the fickly, ^^^' 
and almoft pedilential, exhalations of low and 
marfliy grounds, was diftinguifhed, like the heigh- 
bourhood of Alexandria, as uncommonly pure 
and falubrious; and this fmgular advantage waa 
afcribed to the regular tides of the Hadriatic^ 
which fwept the canals, interrupted the unwhole* 
fome ftagnation of the waters, and floated, every 
day, the veiTels of the adjacent country into the 
heart of Ravenna. The gradual retreat of the fea 
has left the modern city at the diftance of four 
miles from the Hadriatic; and as early as the 
fifth or fixth century of the Chriftian aera, the port 
of Auguftus was converted into pleafant orchards } 
and a lonely grove of pines covered the ground 
where the Roman fleet once rode at anchor ^^ 
Even this alteration contributed to encreafe the 
natural ftrength of the place; and the (hallow^ 
nefs of . the water was a fufficient barrier againfl 
the large (hips of the enemy. This advantageous 
fituation was fortified by art and labour ; and in 
the twentieth year of his age, the emperor of the 

Si Martial (epigram ui. $6^ 57.) playt 00 the trick of the knaVe^ wh« 
had fold him wine inftcad of water i but he ferioufly declares, that a cU^ 
tern at Ravenna it more valuable than a vineyard. Sidonius complaint that 
tkt town it ddlilute of fo«ntaint and aquedudt $ and rankt the want of 
fre(h water among the local evilt, fach as the cioaking of frogs, the ftingin^ 
of gnatty au. 

te The £ihle of Theodore ahd Honorta, ivUlth Dryden hat fd admirablf 
tianfplantrd from Bocaccio (Ciomata, iii. noveH. viii.) was aAed in the 
wood of CMttffif a corrupt word finom C/affis, the naval ftation, which, with 
the intcrsiediatf road or fubvrb, the f^ta Cafaris, conftituted the triflt city 
^Ravenna. 

Vol.. V. P Weft, 
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c H A 1^. Weft, anxious only for his perfonal fafety, retired 
-^^f^L- to the perpetual confinement of the wall& and 
morafles of Ravenna* The example of Hono- 
rlus iiiras imitated by His feeble fucceflbrs, the 
Crothic kings, and afterwards the Exarchs, who 
bccupied the throne and palace of the emperors; 
and, till the middle of the eighth century, Ra- 
venna was confidered as the feat of govemmenf, 
and the capital of Italy *^ 
Therev<^ Tht fcars of Honorius were not without foun« 
scythia, datiou, uor wcFC his precautions without effed. 
^ • ^^' While Italy rejoiced in her deliverance from the 
Coths, a Airious tempeft was excited among the 
nations of Germany, who yielded to the irtelift-' 
ible impulfe, that appears to have been gradually 
communicated from the eaftem extremity of the 
<:ontlnent of Afia. The Chinefe annals, as they 
have been interpreted by the learned induftry of 
the prefent age, may be ufefuUy S4>plied to re- 
veal the fecret and remote caufes of the fail of the 
floman empire. The extenfive territory to the 
north of the great wall, was poflefled, after the 
flight of the Huns, by the vidorious Sienpt ; 
who ^ were fometimes broken into independent 
tribes, and fometimes re-united under a fupreme 
chief; till at length ftyling themfelves Topa^ or 
matters of the earth, they acquired a more IbHd 
^onfiftence, and a more formidable power. The 
Topa foon compelled the paftoral nations of the 
caftern defert to acknowledge the fuperiority of 

Cs From the year 404, the dates 0^ the TheodoflanCode become fcdentarf 
ttConihintinople and Ravenna. See Godefi:oy*s Chronology of the Lcvrs^ 
torn* I. p. i4S» ftc 

their 
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their arms; they invaded China m a period of ^SjA**' 
weaknefe and inteftine difcord; and thefe for* 
tunate Tartars, adopting the laws and manners of 
die vanquilhed people, founded an Imperial 
dpxaRjj which reigned near one hundred and 
ttsty years over the northern provinces of the 
monarchy. Some generations before they af* 
cended the throne of China, one of the Topa 
princes had enlifted in his cavalry a Have of the 
name of Moko, renowned for his valour ; but 
who t^as tempted, by the fear of puniOiment, to 
defert his ftandard, and to range the defert at the 
bead of an hundred followers. This gang of rob- 
bers and outlaws fwelled into a camp, a tribe, a 
numerous people, diflmguifhed by the appella- 
tion of Geougen; and their hereditary chieftains^ 
die pofterity of Moko the flave, aflumed their 
rank among the Scythian monarchs. The youth 
of Toulun, the greatefl: of his defcendants^ was 
exercifed by thofe misfortunes which are the 
fchool of heroes. He bravely ftruggled with ad- 
verfity, broke the imperious yoke of the Topa, 
and became the legiflator of his nadon, and the 
conqueror of Tartary. His troops were diflributed 
into regular bands of an hundred and of a thou- 
fand men ; cowards were ftoned to death ; the 
{nod fplendid honours were propofed as the re« 
ward of valour ; and Toulun, who had know- 
ledge enough to defpife the learning of China, 
ad^ted only fuch arts and inftitutiona as were 
favourable to the military fpirit of his govemh 
ment. His tents, which he removed in the wia- 
ter feafon to a more fouthern latitude, were 

P 2 pitched. 
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CHAP, pitched, during the fummer, on the fruitful banks 
of the Selinga. His conquefts ilretched from 
Corea far beyond the river Ircilh. He vanquUbed, 
in the country to the North of the Cafpian fea, the 
nation of the Huns; and the new title o( Kharij or 
Cagafij expreifed the fame and power which he de« 
rived from this memorable vidtory \ 

tmigratioa The chain of events is interrupted, or rather. 

themGrr- '^ conccaled, as it pailes from the Volga to the 

A?D4o<. Viftula, through the dark interval which fepa- 
rates the extreme limits of the Chinefe, and of the 
Roman, geography. Yet the temper of the Bar- 
barians, and the experience of fucceflive emigra- 
tions, fuiEciently declare, that the Huns, who 
were opprefled by the arms of the Geougen, foon 
withdrew from the prefence of an infulting vidor. 
The countries towards the Euxine were already 
occupied by their kindred tribes ; and their hafty 
flight, which they foon converted into a bold at- 
tack, would more naturally be direded towards 
the rich and level plains, through which the 
Viftula gently flows into the Baltic fea. The 
North muft again have been alarmed, and agi- 
tated, by the invafion of the Huns ; and the na- 
tions who retreated before them, muft have 
preffed with incumbent weight on the confines of 
Germany ^^ The mhabitants of thofe regions, 

^ S«e M. dc Guignesi Hid. des Hum, torn. i. p. 179— iS9« torn. u. 
p. 195. 334— 33«- 

«5 Procopias (dc BeU. Vandal. II e. vTu p. iSi.) hat obfervrdm cni. 
gratioii firoBi the Palug Maeocit to the north of Germany, which he afcribct 
Colamine. But his vkws of ancient hiftory are i^rasgely darkened by i^- 
mamt and trror • 

1 1 which 
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which the ancients have affigned to the Suevi, the c h a p. 
Vandak, and the Burgundians, might embrace 
the refolution of abandoning to the fugitives of 
-Sarmatia, their woods and moraflfes; or at lead 
t>f difcharging their fuperfluous numbers on the 
provinces of the Roman empire^. About four 
years after the vi£torious Toulun had aflumed the 
title of Khan of the Geougen, another Barbarian, 
the haughty Rhodogaft, or Radagaifus ^% marched 
from the northern extremities of Germany ai- 
jnoft to the gates of Rome, and left the remains 
<^ Ms army to atchieve the deftruAion of the 
*Weft. The Vandals, the Suevi, and the Bur- 
gundians, formed the ftrength of this mighty 
hoft ; but the Alani, who had found an ho- 
fpitable reception in their new feats, added their 
aifiive cavalry to the heavy infantry of the Ger* 
mans; and the Gothic adventurers crowded fo 
eagerly to the ftandard of Radagaifus, that, by 
fome biftorians, he has been ftyled the King of 
the Goths. Twelve thoufand warriors, diftin- 
guiihed above the vulgar by tHeir noble birth, or 
their valiant d^eds, glittered in the van^j and 

the 

^ Zofimug (1. V. p. 331.) ufes the general defcription of the nations 
beyond the Danube and the Rhine. Their fituatlon> and confequently their 
names, are manifeflly ihewn, oen in the variofis epithets wUch oach ancient 
writer w$j bsve cafttallj added* 

^ The name of Rhadagail was that of a local deity of the Obotrites (in 
Mcckknbiirgh). A. hero might naturally afTume the appellation of his 
tntelar god ; bot it is not probable that the Barbarians (hould worship an UQ« 
faccefsfnl hero. Sec Mafcoo, Hifl. of the Germansi viii* 14, 

tt Olympiodoni) (apod Photiumi p, iSo.) ofes the Greek wor4 
QinkfJMjm i which docs not ooAYey any precife idea. I (ViTpea that they 
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CHAP, the whole mukitude, which was not 1^ thaa 
^ . .^^'^mmJ two hundred thoufand fighting men, nnght be 
increafed, by the acceflion of woiaen, of chil- 
dren, and of flaves, to the amount of four hun:- 
dred thoufand perfons. This formidable emi* 
gration Ifliied from the fame coaft of the Baltiic, 
which had poured forth the myriads of the Cinw 
bti and Teutones, to aflault Rome and Italy in 
the vigour of the republic. After the departure 
of thofe Barbarians, their native country, which 
was marked by the veftiges of their greatnel^ 
long ramparts, and gigantic moles ^, remained, 
during fome ages, a vaft and dreary foUtude; 
till the human fpecies was renewed by the powers 
of generation, and the vacancy was filled by the 
influx of new inhabitants. The nations who now 
ufurp an extent of land, which they are unable to 
cultivate, would foon be aififted by the induftrious 
poverty of their neighbours, if the government of 
Europe did not proteft the claims of domimoa and 
property. 
]u<Tagairiit The correfpondence of nations was, in tha£ 
itLy/* age, fo imperfed and precarious, that the revo- 
A.D.406. lotions of the north might efcape the knowledge 
of the court of Ravenna; till the dark cloud, 
which was coUefied along the coaft of the Baltic, 
burft in thunder upon the banks of the Upper 
Danube. The emperor of the Weft, if his mi« 
nifters difturbed his amufements by the news of 

1^ were the princes and noblea, with tbeir fsiitbibl companloM} the knights 

with tbcir fquires, as they would have been Ayted ftmc ccntmics afterwards. 
^ Tacit. d( Moribuf Gcrnuuu>niiiij c 37. 

the. 
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the impending danger, was fatisfied with being c h a i^ 
the occafion, and the fpe^ator of the war ^^ The 
iafety of Rome was entrufted to the counfels, and 
the fword, of Stilicho ; but fuch was the feeble 
9nd exhaufted ftate of the empire, that it was im- 
poffiUe to reftore the fortifications of the Danube^ 
or to jM-event, by a vigorous effort, the invafion 
of the Germans ^\ The hopes of the vigilant 
jniniiler of Hoaorius were confined to the de* 
fence of Italy* He once more abandoned the 
provinces, recalled the troops, prefled the new 
levies, which were rigoroufly exaded, and pufit 
lanimoufly eluded ; employed the moft efficacious 
means to arreft, or allure, the deferters ; and o& 
fered the gift of freedom, and of two pieces qf 
gold, to all the flaves who would enUft^% By 
theie efforts he p^unfully coUeded, from the fub- 
je6ts of a gr^t empire, an army of thirty or forty 
tboufand men, which, in the days of Scipb Qr 
Camillus, would have been inftantly furnifhed bj 

r> ' Cujus agendl 

Spedator vel caufa fui» 

ClaudjaDj ti Goaf. Hon. 439. 

is the modeft language of Honorius^ in fpeaking of the Gothic war» which 
he had feeii fomewhac nearer. 

71 Zofimus (L v# p. 331.) tranfports the war, and the vidory of Stilicho^ 
beyond tiie Danube. A ftrange error, which is awkwardly and imperfe^y 
cured, by reading A^y for Irpoy (Tillemont, Hift. des Ernp. torn. v. 
p. So7.)* In good policy, we muft ufe the fervice of Zofimus, without 
cfteeining. or truftlag liim. 

72 Codex Theodof. 1. vii. tit xiiL leg. 16. The date of this law (A. D* 
406, May 18.) fatisfies me, as it bad done Godeiroy (torn* ii. p. %^7')» ^^ 
the true year of the invafion of Radagaifus. TiUemont, Pagi,and Muratori, 
preiiBr,tlie preceding yearj but they are bound by certain obligations of ci« 
fUity and refpe^ to St, Paulinus of Nola* 

P4 A« 
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c H A F. the free citizens of the territory of Rome ^\ The 

i-y^-l,. thirty legions of Stilicho were reinforced by a 

large body of Barbarian auxiliaries ; the faithful 

Alani were perfonally attached to his fervice; 

and the troops of Huns and of Goths, who marched 

under the banners of their native princes, 

Huldin and Sarus, were animated by intereft aftd 

refentment to oppofe the ambition of Radagaifus* 

The king of the confederate Germans pafied, 

tprithout refiftance, the Alps, the Po, and the 

Apennine \ leaving on one hand the inacceffible 

palace of Honorius, fecurely buried among the 

marflies of Ravenna; and, on the other, the 

camp of Stilicho, who had fixed his head-quarters 

at Ticinum, or Pavia, but who feems to have 

avoided a decifive battle, till he had aflembled 

his diftant forces. Many cities of Italy were 

pillaged, or deftroyed; and the flege of Flo- 

TtolSw, fence ^% by Radagaifus, is one of the earlieft 

events in the hiftory of that celebrated republic; 

whofe firmnefs checked and delayed the unfkilful 

fury of the Barbarians. The fenate and people 

trembled at their approach within an hundred and 

71 Soon after Rome had been ^ken b^ the Qauls, the fepatey on a fadden 
emergency, armed ten le^pns> 3000 horfe, and 419000 foot; a force which 
the city could not have fcnt forth under Auguflus (livy, vVu 25.). Thia 
declaration may puzzle an antiquary^ but it is clearly explained by Moii- 
telquieu. 

74 Machiavel has explained, al leaft as aphllofopher, the origin ^Fkrefict^ 
which infenfiUy defcended, for the benefit of trade, from the rock of 
FaefuUe to the banks of tlw Amd (Iftoria i-^iorentin. torn, i. L ii. p. 31 
Londra, 17470* The Triumvirs fent a colony to Fk>rence, which, under 
Tiberius (Tacit. Annal. i'. 79.)> deferved tlie itputation and name of a 
JUmnfi»^ city« See Cluvcr* IxmL Antiq. tonk I p. 5071 Aec. 
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icighty miles of Rome ; and anxioufly compared c h a in 
the danger which they had efcaped, with the s^m^,r^* 
new perils to which they were expofed, Alaric 
was a Chriftian and a foldier, the leader of a dif- 
ciplined army ; who underftood the laws of war, 
who refpefted the fandity of treaties, and who 
had familiarly converfed with the fubje£ls of the 
empire in the fame camps, and the fame churches. 
The favage Radagaifus was a ftranger to the man* 
ners, the religion, and even the language, of the 
civilifed nations of the South. The fiercenefs of 
his temper was exafperated by cruel fuperftition ; 
and it was univerfally believed, that he had bound 
himfelf, by a folemn vow, to reduce the city into «nd threat- 
a heap of ftones and afbes, and to facrifice the 
moft ilittftrious of the Roman fenators, on the 
altars of thofe gods, who were appeafed by 
human blood. The public dangec,^ which Ihould 
have reconciled all • domedic animoHties, dif- 
played the incurable ndadnefs of religious faction* 
The opprefled votaries of Jupiter and Mercury 
refpe£ted, in the implacable enemy of Rome, the 
charader of a devout Pagan ; loudly declared, 
that they were more apprehenfive of the facri- 
fices, than of the armsj of Radagaifus ; and 
fecretly rejoiced in the calamities of their country, 
which condemned the faith of their Chrifliau 
adveriaries ^-^ 



ys Yet the Jupitrr of Radagaifus, who wcrOiIpped Tbor and Woden* 
\vas very different from the Olympic or Capitoline Jove. Thp accommo- 
dating temper of Polytheifm might unite thofe various and remou deicieij 
but the genuine Apmans abbonred tbe human iacri^cea of Caul and 
Germany. . 

Florence 
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CHAP. Florence was reduced to the laft extremity $ 
T_^,— L' and the fainting courage of the citizens was fup- 
Aft^alSi P^^'cd ^y by ^^^ authority of St. Ambrofe ; 
9t hit army who had commumcated, in a dream, the promife 
iLD!^4o^* of a fpeedy deliverance^^. On a fudden, they 
beheld, from their walls, the banners of Stilicho, 
who advanced, with his united force, to the 
relief of the faithful city ; and who foon marked 
that &tal fpot for the grave of the Barbarian hoft. 
The apparent contradidtions of thofe writers whp 
varioufly relate the defeat of Radagaifus, may be 
reconciled, without offering much violence tp 
iheir refpeflive teftimonies. Orofius and Au« 
guftin, \^o were intimately conneded by friend- 
fliip and religion, afcribe this miraculous vi6x>ry 
to the providence of God, rather than to the 
valour of man ^'. They ftridly exclude every idea 
of chance, or even of bloodfhed ; and pofitively 
afiirni, that the Romans, whofe camp was the 
fcene of plenty and idlenefs, enjoyed the diftreft 
of the Barbarians, flowly expiring on the fiiarp 
and barren ridge of the hills of Fsfulse, which 
rife above the city of Florence. Their extrava- 
gant affertion, that not a (ingle fokiier of the 
Chrillian army was killed, or even wounded, may 



76 Paulinuii (in Vir. Ambrof. c 50.) relates this (torfp which he J 
from the mouth of Panfophla herfelf, a religious matron of Florence. Yet 
the archhi(hop Toon ceafed to take an adive part in the bufiaels of tbe 
world, aiid never became a popular faintt 

77 Attgaftin de Civitat. Dei, ▼. %p Omfiut, I. vii, c« $7. p« 567— 57'> 
The two friends wrote in Africa, ten or tweWe years after the vidoiy j and 
their authority is implicitly followed by Ifidore of Seville (in Chron. p. 7t> 
edic Grot.]* How many intereding fafts might Orofiut have, inferted in 
the vacant fpace which is devoted to pious nooienfe I 

be 
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be diTiutlTed widi filent contempt; but cbe reft of c hj^v. 
the narrative of Auguftin and Orofius is confiftent 
with the ftate of the war, and the charader of 
Stilicho. Confcious that he commanded the Iq/i 
army of the republic, his prudence would not 
expofe it, in the open field, to the headftrong fury 
of the Germans. The method of furrounding the 
enemy with ftrong lines of circumvallation, which 
be had twice employed againft the Gothic king, 
was repeated on a larger fcale, and with more 
confiderable effed. The examples of Casfar muft 
have been familiar to the mod illiterate of the 
Roman warriors ; and the fortifications of Dyrra- 
chium, which connected twenty-four caflles, by 
a perpetual ditch and rampart of fifteen miles, 
afforded the model of an intrenchment which 
might ccmfine, and flarve^ the moft numerous 
hod of Barbarians '^ The Roman troops had 
lefs degenerated from the induftry, than from the 
valour, of their anceflors } and if the fervile and 
laborious work offended the pride of the foldiers, 
Tufcany could fupply many thoufand peafants, 
who would labour, though, perhaps, they would 
not fight, for the falvation of their native coun- 
try. The imprifoned multitude of horfes and 



yi Traosnncur montes, plAnumque per ardtui Cefar 

Dvcit opot: ptndit foA«| turriuque Annmis 

Difponit ciAellJi jugis, magnoque recefsO 

Amplexus fines ; faltus nemorofiMiiie tefiiua 

£t fiWas, viilfique fens indagine clandit. 
YcC thcfimplicjty of trath (Cclarx de BelL Civ. Hi. 44.) is far greater than 
tiie 4aB|>U^«ations of Lucan (Pharfid. 1 vi. 19— 63.)* 

men 
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men ^^ was gradually deftroyed by femine, ratber 
than by the fword ; but the Romans were ex- 
pofed, during the progrefs of fuch an cxtenfirc 
work, to the frequent attacks of an impatient 
enemy. The defpair of the hungry Baibarians 
would precipitate them againfl the £ortificatioDs 
of Stilicho ; the general might fometimes indulge 
the ardour of his brave atlxiliartes, who eagerly 
prefled to aiTauIt the camp of the Germans ; and 
thefe various incidents might produce the ffiarp 
and bloody confiidls which dignify the narrative 
of Zofimus, and the Chronicles of Profper and 
Marc€llinus*% A feafonable fupply of men and 
proviflons had been introduced into the walls of 
Florence ; and the famiflied hoft of Radagaifus 
was in its turn beficgcd. The proud monarch ci 
fo many warlike nations, after the lofs of bis 
•braved warriors, was reduced to confide either in 
the faith of a capitulation, or in the clemency of 
Stilicho'*. But the death of the royal captive, 
who was ignominioufly beheaded, difgraced the 
triumph of Rome and of ChriAianity; and the 
Ihort delay of his execution was fufficient to 
brand the conqueror with the guilt of cool and 

79 The rhftorical exprcifions of Orofios, *< In arid© et afpero month 
*' jugo ;** *< in unum ac parvum vcrticem,** are not very fuitaUc to tb? 
encampment of a g,feat army. But FmCulat, only three mikt £rom Flo. 
rcnce, might afford fpace for the hcad-quartert of Radag^fosi and woald 
be comprehended within tlic circuit of the Roman lines^ ' 

^ See Zofimu99 ). v. p. 3^1. and the Chronicles of Profper and MarceU 
linvs 

*■ Olymplodoroa (apvd Photium, p.. 1X0.) ufes an czp^ffion («^o0>«Ma- 
fkrmr^ ) which would denote a fkii€t and friendly alliance^ and render Sti- 
li(ho ftill more criminal. The pauUfper dctcntus^ delude intcrfedm, oC 
9XiKlttt, is fufficien^ly o^ua. 

clelib«nito 
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deliberate cruelty **. The &ini(hed GermaiDis, crap. 

XXX 

who efcaped the fury of the auxiliaries, were fold y^^^^'^ 
as flakes, at the contemptible price of as many 
fiogle pieces of gold : but the difference of food 
aad climate fwept away great numbers of thofe 
unhappy ftrangers ; and it was obferved, that the. 
inhuman purchafers, inftead of reaping the fruits 
of their labour, were foon obliged to provide the 
expence of their interment. Stilicho informed 
the emperor and the fenate of his fuccefs; and 
deferved, a fecond time, the glorious title of 
Deliverer of Italy ". 

The fame of the viftory, and more efpecially '"^'*- . 
of the miracle, has encouraged a vain perfuaHon, theCcr- 
that the whole army, or rather nation, of Ger- SJI^^''** 
mans, who migrated from the ihores of the Baltic, ^^^- ^^ 
miferably perilhed under the walls of Florence. 
Such indeed was the fate of Radagaifus himfelf, 
of his brave and faithful companions, and of 
more than one third of the various multitude of 
Sueves and Vandals, of Alani and Burgundians, 
who adhered to the flandard of their general \ 
The union of fuch an army might excite our fUr* 

ti OfX>fittf, ploufly inhuman, facrlfices the kin; and people, Agag and 
the Amakkites, withoat a fymptom of compaffion. The bloody afior it 
kis 4eteftable Clian the cool unfeeling hiilorian. 

*l And Claudian*s mufe, was ihe afleep ? had ihe been Ul paid ^ 
Methinks the fcventh confuKhip of Honorius (A. D. 407.} would have 
fumiflied the fubjea of a noble poem. Before it was difcovered that the 
Hate could no longer be favcd, Stilicho (after Romulus, CamlUus, and 
Marius) mifht have been worthily fttrnamcd the fourtli founder of 
Rome. 

«4 A luminous paiTage of Profper's Chronicle, " /« trcs f>arta, per Jvotrfit 
/rian>ef, dtntifut «rr/wf«," reduces the auwclc 9i Florence, and connedlg 
Ac fuAory of Italy, Caul, and Germany, 

prifc. 
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c H A i>. prSfe, but the cauies of fiBparation are obvious and 

*^^* fordble; the pride of birth, the infolence of 

valour, the jealoaiy of command, the impatience 

of fubordination, and the obftinate conflid of 

opinions, of interefts, and of paffions, among fo 

many kings and warriors, who were untaught to 

yield, or to obey. After . the defeat of Rada- 

gaifus, two parts of the German hoft, which muft 

have exceeded the number of one hundred thou- 

fand men, ftill remained in arms, between the 

Apennine and the Alps, or between the Alps and 

the Danube. It is uncertain whether they 

attempted to revenge the death of their general ; 

but their irregular fury was foon diverted by the 

prudence and firmnefe of Stilicho, who oppofed 

their march, and facilitated then: retreat; who 

confidered the fafety of Rome and Italy as the 

great objeft of his care, and who facrificed, with 

too much indifference, the wealth and tranquil* 

Kty of the diftant provinces **• ITie Barbarians 

acquired, from the junftion of fome Pannonian 

deferters, the ^knowledge of the country, and of 

the roads ; and the invafion of Gaul, which Alaric 

. had defigned, was executed by the remains of the 

great army of Radagaifus *^. 

Yet 

•f Orofius »nd Jcrom pofitively charge him with inftlgating the invafion. 
•• Excitate a Stilichonc gcntcs," &c. They muft mean indireff/j. He 
fiived Italy at the expence of Gaul. 

^ The CouDt de Buat is fatisfied, that the Germans who invaded 
Gaul were the tvo tUrdi that yet remabcd of the army of Radagaifus. 
^ce the HiAoire Ancienne des Peuples de TEurope (torn. viU p. Sy— >iai* 
Paris, 1771.) ; an elaborate work, which I had not the advanugc of 
peruiiflg till the year 1777. As farly a$ 1771, I find tlie iafne idea 

expreflcd 
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Tet iiP they expefted to derive any ai&ftalice c h a p^ 
from the tribes of Germany, who inhabited the 
banks of the Rhine, their hopes were difap« 
pointed. The Alemanni preferred a (late of iilac* 
^ve neutrality ; and the Franks diftingtiilhed their 
zeal and courage in the defence of the empire. 
In the rapid progrefs down the Rhine, which was 
the firft z& of the adminiftratfon of Stiiicho, he 
had applied himfelf, with peculiar attention, to 
fecure the alliance of the warlike Franks, and to 
remove the irreconcileable enemies of peace and 
of the republic. Marcomir, one of their kings, 
was publicly convifled, before the tribunal of die 
Roman magiftrate, of violating the faith of trea- 
ties. He was fentenced to a mild, but difhnt, 
exile, in the province of Tufcany ; and this degra* 
dation of the regal dignity was fo far from ex* 
dting the r^i^ntmenr of his fubje£ls, that they 
puniflied with death the turbulent Sunno, who 
aotempted to revenge his brother; and main-> 
tained a dutiful allegiancis to the princes, who 
were eftabliibed on the throne ,by the choice of 
Stilicho". When the Ihnits of Gaul and Ger- 



cxprefled m a raush draught of the prefent Hiftory. I have ilnce obferved 
a ^miJar tnciiMtion in Mbflceu (viii* I5.)« Such agreement, without 
matual QontuataiGiklonf may add (Mfte weight t» our common fenri* 
ment. 
tj i F^roYincia m\(I^ 

JExpellet aitiut fafceii quam Francia reset 

Quot dcderis. 
eUadian (i Conf. StiL I i. %%$• *c.) is clear and fatisfa^hyry* TheTc kingft 
of France are unknown to Gregory of Tours i but the author of the Cefta 
Francorum mehtions both Sunno and Marcomir, and names the latur as the 
^thcr o£ Pharamond (in torn. ii. p- 5430* ^^ ^^^^* ^^ ^^^ ^^"^ V^^ 
BUteriabi wliich he did not under/land. 

I J many 
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irnmy Nvere fliaken by the northern emigration^ 
the Franks bravely encountered the fingle force 
of the Vandals ; who, regardlefs of the leiTons of 
adverfity, had again feparated their troops from 
the ftandard of their Barbarian allies. They paid 
the penalty of their rafhnefs ; and twenty thou- 
fand Vandals, with their king Godigifclus, were 
fiain in the field of battle. The whole people 
muft have been extirpated, if the fquadrons of the 
Alani, advancing to their relief, bad not trampled 
down the infantry of the Franks ; who, after an 
honourable rcfiflance, were compelled to relin« 
quifh the unequal conteft. The vidorious con« 
federates purfued their march, and on the laft day 
of the year, in a feafon when the waters of the 
Rhine were moft probably frozen, they entered, 
without oppofition, the defencelefs provinces of 
Gaul. This memorable paflfage of the Suevi, 
the Vandals, the Alani, and the Burgundians, 
who never afterwards retreated, may be coniidered 
as the fall of the Roman empire in the countries 
beyond the Alps; and the barriers, which had 
fo long feparated the favage and the civilifed 
nations of the earth, were from that £ital moment 
levelled with the ground "• 
J^JjJ*^ While the peace of Germany was fecured by 
A. D. ^7, the attachment of the Franks, and the neutrality 
^^ of the Alemanni, the fubjeds of Rome, uncdn- 

tt See Zoflmut (Kti. p. %7^,), Orofioi (!• vli. e. 40. p. s76.)» *ftd tbc 
Chronicles* Gregory of Toun (1. ii. c* 9. p. 165. in the fecond 'vohinae of 
the HiftOrians of France) has preferred a valuable fragment of Renatui 
Prof^itunis Frigeridus, whofe three names denote a Chriftian^ a Roman 
lUycdr and a Scmi-bartariao. 

fdoud 
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fcious of their approachmg calamities, enjoyed p ^ a ?• 
the ftate of quiet and profperity, which had fel- 
dom blefled the frontiers of Gaul. Their flocks 
and herds were permitted to graze in the paftures 
of .the Barbarians ; their huntfmen penetrated, 
without fear or danger, into the darkeft receffes of 
the Hercynian wood *'. The banks of the Rhine 
were crowned, like thofe of the Tyber, with ele- 
gant houfes, and well cultivated farms ; and if a 
poet defcended the river, he might exprefs his 
doubt, on which fide was fituated the territory of 
the Romans ^. This fcene of peace and plenty 
was fuddenly changed into a defert ; and the pro- 
fpefb of the fmoking ruins could alone diftinguifli 
the folitude of nature from the defolation of man. 
The flourifliing city of Mentz was furprifed and 
deftroyed; and many thoufand Chriftians were 
mhumanly maflacred in the church. Worms 
periflied after a long and obftinate fiege; Straf* 
burgh. Spires, Rheims, Tournay, Arras, Amiens, 
experienced the cruel oppreflion of the German 
yoke ; and the confuming flames of war fpread 
from the banks of the Rhine over the greateft part 
of the feventeen provinces of Gaul. That rich 

S9 CbodUn (iCooCSti). Li.sai. ftc Lit. 186.) defcribes the peace an«l 
profpcrity of the Gallic frontier. The Abb6 Dubos (Hiil. Critiqney ftc» 
Com. i. p. 174.) would read jilha (a namelefc rivulet of the Ardennes) in- 
Head of jf/his ; and expatiates on the danger of the Gallic cattle grazing be« 
yoad the Elbe. Fooliih enough I In poetical geograpb^y the Elbey and ths 
Hercynian, fignify any river, or any wood, in Germany. Cla o dia n is not 
prepared for the ibid examination of our antiquaries. 

90 Geminafque viator 

Cum videat ripasi qu» fit Romana reqiilrat* 

Vol. V. Q and 
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c RA P. aj^d czteniive country , as far as the ocean, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees, was delivered to the 
Barbarians, who drove before them, in a promif- 
CUOU3 crowd, the bifhop, the fenator, and the 
virgin, laden with the fpoils of their houfes and 
altars*'. The ecclefiaftics, to whom we are in- 
debted for this vague defcription of the public 
calamities, embraced the opportunity of exhort- 
ing the Chriftians to repent of the fins which had 
provoked the Divine Juftice, and to renounce the 
perifliable goods of a wretched and deceitful 
world. But as the Pelagian controverfy ^% which 
attempts to found the abyfs of grace and predefti- 
nation, foon became the ferious employment of 
the Latin clergy ; the Providence which had de* 
creed, or forefeen, or permitted fuch a train of 
moral and natural evils, was raflily weighed in 
the imperfed and fallacious balance of reafon. 
The crimes, and the misfortunes, of the fuffer- 
ing people, were prefuraptuoufly compared with 
thofe of their anceftors ; and they arraigned the 
Divine Juftice, which did not exempt from the 
common deftruftion the feeble, the guiltlefs, the 
infant portion of the human fpecies. Thefe idle 

ff Jeromy torn. i. p. 93, See in the ift vol. of the Hiftorians of France, 
P* 777* 7^^* the proper extndi fronnr the Ctitnen^de Providentil DivinA, 
and Sjdvian* The anonymous poet was himfelf a captive* with hi$ btdiop 
and fellow^itizent. 

9» The Pete^an doAriney which was lirft agiuted A. D. 405. was eon- 
deemed, in the fpace of ten years, at Rome and Carthage. St. Angnftin 
fomg^ and conquered : bvt the Greek church was favourable to hit adver- 
farict $ and (what is fingutar enough) the people did not ttke any part in a 
dtfpusc Which they could not underftand. 

1 1 difputants 
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difputants overlooked the invariable laws of na- c h a p. 
ture, which have connected peace with innocence, 
plenty with induftry, and fafety with valour. The 
timid and felfifh policy of the court of Ravenna 
might recal the Palatine legions for the protection 
of Italy; the remains of the flationary troops 
might be xinequal to the arduous talk ; and the 
Barbarian auxiliaries might prefer the unbounded 
licence of fpoil, to the benefits of a moderate and 
regular ftipend. But the provinces of Gaul were 
filled with a numerous race of hardy and robult 
youth, who, in the defence of their houfes, their 
families, and their altars, if they had dared to 
die, would have deferved to vanquiQi. The 
knowledge of their native country would have en* 
abled them to oppofe continual and infuperable 
obflacles to the progrefs of an invader ; and the 
deficiency of the Barbarians, in arms as well as in ^ 
difcipline^ removed the only pretence which ex« 
cufes the fubmiflion of a populous country to the 
inferior numbers of a veteran army. When 
France was invaded by Charles the Fifth, he en- 
quired of a prifoner, how many days Paris might 
be diftant from the frontier ; " Perhaps twelve^ 
" but they will be days of battle *' :'* fuch was the 
gallant anfwer which checked the arrogance of 
that ambitious prince. The fubjeds of Hono- 
rius, and thofe of Francis I., were animated by 
a very different fpirit ; and in lefs than two years, 

93 Sec the Memoiret de GuUlaume du BeUay, 1. ti. In French, the 
•ngiiul reproof is lefs obvious, and more pointed, from tlie double fenfe «£ 
Urn wocd jmn^tf which atikr fi^nifies, a day*s travel, or a battle* 

.Qji the 
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the divided troops of the fa^ages of the Baltic^ 
whofe numbers, were they fairly ftated, would ap- 
pear contemptible, advanced, without a combat, 
to the foot of the Pyrensean mountains. 
Revolt of In the early part of the reign of Honorius, the 
"my"" vi^lance of Stilicho had fuccefsfully guarded the 
A. P. 407- remote iflandi of Britain from her inceffant ene- 
mies of the ocean, the mountains, and the Irifh 
coa(t*^ But thofe reftlefs Barbarians could not 
negleft the fair opportunity of the Gothic war, 
when the walls and ftations of the province were 
ftripped of the Roman troops. If any of the le- 
gionaries were permitted to return from the Ita- 
lian expedition, their faithful report of the court 
and character of Honoiius mud have tended to 
diflblve the bonds of allegiance, and to exafperate 
the feditious temper of the Britifli army. The 
fpirit of revolt, which had formerly diflurbed the 
age of Gallienus, was revived by the capricious 
violence of the foldiers; and the unfortunate, 
perhaps the ambitious, candidates, who were the 
objefls of their choice, were the inftruments, and 
at length the vi£Ums, of their paflion ^\ Marcus 

was 

94 CaJudiftn (tConf.Stll* l.ii. 250.). It is Aippofed, that the Scott of 
Ireland invaded» by fea, the whole weilern coati of Britain : and fome flight 
credit may be given even to Nennius and tlie Irifli traditiont (Cane*8 Hift. of 
fngland, vol. i. p. 169. Whitaker*t Genuine Hiftory of the Britons» 
p. 199.). The fizty-0x lives of Sc» Patrick, which were extant in the 
ninth centvry, nuft have contained at many thoufand Kea; yet we may be- 
lieve, that, in one of thefe Iriih inroads, the futnit apoftle was led avray 
eaptive (UAier, Antiquit. Ecclef* Dritann. p>43>* and TiUemont, Mem* 
Xecfcf. torn. XVI. pu 456. 78ft, <9c). 

ff TheBritiih nfttrpers are uken from Zo6miis (].vj. p- 37r-*575.)> 
i)vofiut (Ir viL €• 40. p* 576> 577.}f Olympiodonit (apud Photium, 

p. i«o» 
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was the firft whom they placed on the throne, as chap. 
the lawful emperor of Britain, and of the Weft. J^^ 
They viohited, by the hafty murder of Marcus, 
the oath of fidelity which they had impofed on 
themfelves 5 and ibeir difapprobation of his man- 
ners may feem to infcribe an honourable^epitaph 
on his tomb. Gratian was the next whom they 
adorned with the diadem and the purple; and, at 
the end of four months, Gratian experienced the 
fate of his predeceffor. The memory of the 
great Conftantine, whom the Britifli legions had 
given to the church and to the empire, fuggefted 
the Angular motive of their third choice. They Conft*ntine 
difcovered in the ranks a private foldier of the kdJedT' 
name of Conftantine, and their impetuous levity cai"^"*"'* 
had already feated him, on the Uirone, before a. 0*407- 
they perceived his incapacity to fuftain the weight 
of that glorious appellation ^\ Yet the authority 
of Conftantine was lefs precarious, and his go- 
vernment was more fuccefsful, than the tranfient 
reigns of Marcus and of Gratian, The danger 
of leaving his inaftive troops in thofe camps, 
which had been twice polluted with blood and 
fedition, urged him to attempt tfie redudion of 
the Weftern provinces. He landed at Boulogne 
with an inconfiderable force j and after he had re* 
pofed himfelf fome days, he fummoned the cities 

p* 180, 1 Si.) 9 the ccclefiaftical hidorians^ and the Chronicles* The Latins 
are ignorant of Marcus. 

9^ Cum in ConAantino inetrijiantiam • . . execrarentur (Sidonius Apot* 
linarisy 1. v. epift. 9. p. 139. edit, fecund. Sirmond.)- Yet Sidonius might 
be tcmptetiy bj fo £ikir a. pun^ to Aigroatife a prince, who had dif^raccd lila 
Sr^ndfathcr. 

<^ of 
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CHAP, of Gaul, which had efcaped the yoke of the Bar- 
^^^' barianS) to acknowledge their lawful fovereign. 
They obeyed the fummons without reluftance. 
The negledt of the court of Ravenna had abfolved 
a deferted people from the duty of allegiance; 
their actual diflrefs encouraged them to accept 
any circumftances of change, without apprehen- 
fion, and, perhaps, with fome degree of hope; 
and they might flatter themfelves, that the troops, 
the authority, and even the name of a Roman 
emperor, who fixed his refidence in Gaul, would 
proted the unhappy country from the rage of the 
Barbarians. The firft fucceflfes of Conftantine 
againft the detached parties of the Germans, 
were magnified by the voice of adulation inco 
fplendid and decifive vidories; which the re« 
union and infolence of the enemy foon reduced to 
their juft value. His negociations procured a 
jhort and precarious truce ; and if fome tribes of 
the Barbarians were engaged, by the liberality of 
his gifts and promifes, to undertake the defence 
of the Rhine, thefe expenfive and uncertain trea- 
ties, inftead of reftoring the priftine vigour of the 
Gallic frontier^ ferved only to difgrace the ma- 
jefty of the prince, and to exhauft what yet re- 
mained of the treafures of the republic. Elated 
however with this imaginary triumph, the vain 
deliverer of Gaul advanced into the provinces of 
the South, to encounter a more pref&ng and per- 
fonal danger. Sarus the Goth was ordered to lay 
the head of the rebel at the feet of the emperop 
Honorius; an^i the forces of Britain and Italy 
were unworthily confumed in this domeflic quar- 
rel. 
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rel. After the lofs of his two braved generals, chap. 
Juftinian and Nevigaftes, the former of whom i^— ^^^^-i 
was ilain in the field of battle, the latter in a 
peaceful but treacherous interview, Conftantine 
fortified himfelf within the walls of Vienna. The 
place was ineffectually attacked feven days ; and 
the Imperial army fupported, in a precipitate re- 
treat, the ignominy of purchafing a fecure paffage 
from the freebooters and outlaws of the Alps'^ 
Thofe mountains now feparated the dominions of 
two rival monarchs : and the fortifications of the 
double frontier were guarded by the troops of the 
empire, whofe arms would have been more ufefuUy 
employed to maintain the Roman limits againft the 
Barbarians of Germany and Scythia. 

On the fide of the Pyrenees, the ambition of hc reducct 
Conftantine might be juftified by the proximity a^d.Vs* 
of danger; but his throne was foon eftabliOied by 
the conqueft, or rather fubmiflion, of Spain ; 
which yielded to the influence of regular and ha- 
bitual fubordination, and received the laws and 
magiftrates of the Gallic prscfefture. The only 
oppofition which was made to the authority of 
Conftantme, proceeded not fo much from the 
powers of government, or the fpirit of the people^ 
as from the private zeal and interefl of the family 
of Theodofius. Four brothers'* had obtained, 

97 Bsgauda is the name which Zofimus appKes to them ; perhaps they 
^efervcd a Icfs odious charaAer (fee Dabos, Hift. Critique, torn. \» p. aoj. 
»id this Hiiloryy vol. ii. p. is i . )• We fliaU hear of them again. 

98 Verimanusy Didymuf» Thoodofius, and Lagodius, who> m modem 
courts, would be ftyled princes of the l)lood, w^e rot diftinsuUhed by aoy 
r>nK or privileges above the re A of their fello.v^i'ubjeds, 

(^4 by 
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CHAP, by the favour of their kinfman, the deceafed ein> 
peror, an honourable rank, and ample pofleffions, 
in their native country : and the grateful youths 
refolved to riflt thofe advantages in the fervice of 
his fon. After an unfuccefsful eflfort to maintain 
their ground at the head of the ilationary troops 
of Lufitania, they retired to their eftates ; where 
' they armed and levied, at their own expence, a 
confiderable body of flaves and dependents, and 
boldly marched to occupy the (Irong pofts of the 
Pyrenaean mountains. This domeftic infurrec- 
tion alarmed and perplexed the fovereign of Gaul 
and Britain ; and he was compelled to negociate 
with fome troops of Barbarian auxiliaries^ for the 
fervice of the Spanifli war. They ' were diftin- 
guiflied by the title of Honorians^^i a name 
which might have reminded them of their fidelity 
to their lawful fovereign; and if it fhould can- 
didly be allowed that the Scats were influenced 
by any partial affedion for a Britifli prince, the 
Moors and the Marcomanni could be tempted only 
by the profufe liberality of the ufurper, who dif* 
tributed among the Barbarians the military, and 
even the civil, honours of Spain. The nine 
bands oi Honor tans ^ which may be eafily traced 
on the eftablifhment of the Weftern empire, 
could not exceed the number of five thou^d 



99 Thffe Homr'uuiij or HmimUni^ confiAed of two bandt of Scots, or At- 
Ucotti> two of MoMii two of Marcooianni, the Vidores, the Afcariiy axMl 
the Gallicani (Notlcia Imperii* fed.xxxviii. edit Lab.). They were pact 
of the fixty-five AuxilU PaMm, and are pro|Krly ^led, ly m aw^9l taIikb 
¥/Z«flin«i (ItVi. p.374«)« 

men J 
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men ; yet this inconfiderable force, was fufEcient chap. 
to terminate a war, which had threatened the vji!^ 
power and fafety of Conftantine. The ruflic army 
of the Theodoflan family was furrounded and 
dellroyed in the Pyrenees : two of the brothers had 
the good fortune to efcape by fea to Italy, or the 
£aft ; the other two, after an interval of fufpence, 
were executed at Aries; and if Honorius could 
remain infenfible of the public difgrace, he might 
perhaps be afTeded by the perfonal misfortunes 
of his generous kinfmen. Such Were the feeble 
arms which decided the poffeffion of the Weftera 
provinces of Europe, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules, The events of peace 
and war have undoubtedly been diminiflied by the 
narrow and imperfed view of the hiftorians of the 
times, who were equally ignorant of the caufes, 
and of the effeds, of the mod important revolu- 
tions. But the total decay of the national (Irength 
had annihilated even the laft refource of a defpotic 
government ; and the revenue of exhauHed pro- 
vinces could no longer purchafe the military fervice 
of a difcontented and pufillanimous people. 

The poet whofe flattery has afcribed to the Negoci 
Roman eagle the vidories of Pollentia and Ve« stiLdto, 
rona, purfues the hafty retreat of Alaric, from 404i^oS» 
the confines of Italy, with a horrid train of ima- 
ginary fpeftres, fuch as might hover over an army 
of Barbarians, which was almoD: exterminated by 
war, famine, and difeafe'^. In the courfe of 

io« _— Comitatur euhtem 

PalloTy et atra fames ; ct faucia lividus ora 
IiVAus} et infcmt ftridentes agmine morbi. 

CJaudian in vi Conf. Hon. 31 r^ fre. 

this 
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CRAP, this unfortanate expedition, the king of the Goths 
JL^^. muft indeed have fuftained a confiderable lofs ; 
and his haraffed forces required an mtcrval of 
repofe to recruit their numbers, and revive their 
confidence. Adverfity had exercifed, and dif- 
played, the genius of Alaric ; and the fame of his 
valour invited to the Gothic ftandard the braved 
of the Barbarian warriors ; who, from the Euxine 
to the Rhine, were agitated by the defire of 
vapine and conqueft. He had deferved the efteem, 
and he foon accepted the friendihip, of Stilicho 
himfelf. Renouncing the fervice of the emperor 
of the Eafl, AFaric concluded, with the court of 
Ravenna, a treaty of peace and alliance, by which 
he was declared mafter-general of the Roman 
jinnies throughout the pr^efefture of Illyricum ; 
as it was claimed, according to the true and 
ancient limits, by the minilter of Honorius ****. The 
execution of the ambitious defign, which was 
cither ftipulated, or implied, in the articles of 
the treaty, appears to have been fufpended by the 
formidable irruption of Radagaifus ; and the neu* 
trality of the Gothic king may perhaps be com* 
pared to the indifference of Ca^far, who, in the 
confpiracy of Catiline, refufed either to affift, or 
to oppofe, the enemy of the republic. After the 
defeat of the Vandals, Stilicho refumed his pre- 
tenfions to the provinces of the Eaft ; appointed 
civil magiftrates for the adminiftration of juftice, 

>»v Tlieft dark tnnCzOloM are invcftigated hy the Count de Boat (HUl. 
drb Peup'es de I'Europe, tQin. viL c. iii\-*vui. p. 69^206. ), who^ labo-> 
ncvs acwur^cy may fomctimcs iaci^ue afu|)erficiaL reader. 

wd 
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Md of the finances; and declared his impatience c h a p* 



to lead to the gates of Conftantinople, the united 
armies of the Romans and of the Goths. The 
prudence, however, of Stilicho, his averfion to civil 
war, and his perfect knowledge of the weaknefs of 
the ftate, may countenance the fufpicion, that 
domeftic peace, rather than foreign conqueft, 
was the objefb of his policy ; and that his prin« 
cipal care was to employ the forces of Alaric at a 
diftance from Italy. This defign could not long 
efcape the penetration of the Gothic king, who 
continued to hold a doubtful, and perhaps a 
treacherous, correfpondence with the rival courts ; 
who protraded, like a diflfatisfied mercenary, hit 
languid operations in Theflaly and Epirus, and 
who foon returned to claim the extravagant 
reward of his ineffedual fervices. From his camp 
near jSmona""^, on the confines of Italy, he 
tranfmitted, to the emperor of the Weft, a long 
account of promifes, of expences, and of demands ; 
called for immediate fatisfa£tion, and clearly 
intimated the confequences of a refufal Yet 
if fais condud was hoftile, his language was 
decent and dutiful. He humbly profeflfed him- 
felf the friend of Stilicho, and the foldier of .Ho- 
norius} oflFered his perfon and bis troops to 
march, without delay, againft the ufurper of 

101 See ZofimaSy L v. p. )^» 335. He mtemiptt bit fcanty narrative, 
to relate tlie fable of iSoiona, and of the flijp Argo i which was drawn 
over laod from that place to the Hadriatic. Sozom n (1. viii. c. «$. 1. ix. 
C' 4.) and Socrates (1. vii. c* 10.) call a pale and doubtful light j and 
Oro0us (I vii. c. 3S. p. 571*) i< abominably partial 

Gaul; 



XXX. 
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CHAP. Gaul ; and folicited, ^ a permanent retreat for 
Ui-^,'^^ the Gothic nation, the pofTeiHon of fome vacant 

province of the Weftern empire. 
Debates of xhc political and fecret tranfadions of two 

the Roman n r t t w 1 1 • 11 

fcnatc, uatefmen, who laboured to deceive each other 
'^ ' and the world, muft for ever have been concealed 
in the impenetrable darknefs of the cabinet, if the 
debates of a popular aflembly had not thrown 
fome rays of light on the correfpondence of Alaric 
and Stilicho. The neceility of finding fome arti- 
ficial fupport for a government, which, from a 
principle, not of moderation, but of weaknefs, 
was reduced to negociate with its own fubjeds, 
had infenfibly revived the authority of thie Roman 
fenate : and the minifter of Honorius refpeftfully 
Confulted the legtflative council of the republic. 
Stilicho aflembled the fenate in the palace of the 
Csfars ; reprefented, in a ftudied oration, the 
aftual ftate of affairs ; propofed the demands of 
the Gothic king, and fubmitted to their con« 
fideration the choice of peace or war. The 
fenators, as if, they had been fuddenly awakened 
from a dream of four hundred years, appeared on 
this important occasion to be infpired by the cou- 
rage, rather than by the wifdom, of their prede- 
ceffors. They loudly declared, in regular fpeeches, 
or in tumultuary acclamations, that it waa un- 
worthy of the majefty of Rome, to purchafe a 
precarious and difgraceful truce from a Barbarian 
king ; and that, in the judgment of a magnani* 
mous people, the chance of ruin was always pre- 
ferable to the certainty of diihonour. The mi- 
nifter. 



i( 
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lufter, whole pacific intentions were feconded only chap. 
by the voices of a few fervile and venal followers, ^^ 
attempted to allay the general ferment, by an 
apology for his own conduA, and even for the 
demands of the Gothic prince. ^^ The payment 
^* of a fubfidy, which had excited the indignation 
^^ of the Romans, ought not (fuch was the Ian* 
guage of Stilicho) to be confidered in the 
odious light, either of a tribute, or of a ranfom, 
^* extorted by the menaces of a Barbarian enemy. 
^^ Alaric had faithfully aflerted the juft preten« 
^^ (ions of the republic to the provinces which 
" were ufurped by the Greeks of Conftantinople : 
*^ he modeftiy • required the fair and ftipulated 
^* recompence of his fervices ; and if he had de- 
" fifted from the profecution of his enterprife, he 
^* had obeyed, in his retreat, the peremptory, 
*^ though private, letters of the emperor himfelf. 
** Thefe contradidtory orders (he would not dif- 
" femble the errors of his own family) had been . 
"procured by the interceflion of Serena. The 
" tender piety of his wife had been too deeply 
^' aSefted by the difcord of the royal brothers, 
" the fons of her adopted father ; and the fen* 
" timents of nature had too eafily prevailed over 
*' the ftern diftates of the public welfare." Thefe 
oftenfible reafons, which faintly difguife the ob- 
fcure intrigues of the palace of Ravenna, were 
fupported by the authority of Stilicho ; and ob- 
tained, after a warm debate, the reluctant appro-* 
bation of the fenate. The tumult of virtue and 
freedom fubfided ; and the fum of four thoufand 
pounds of gold was granted, under the name of 

a fub* 
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e n A p. a fubfidy, to fecure the peace of Itsijf and to 
^J^^i^ conciliate the friendihip of the king of the Goths. 
Lampadius- alone, one of the mod illuftrious 
members of the aflembly, ftlU perfifted in his dif* 
£snt ; exclaimed with a loud voice, ^^ This is not 
"a treaty of peace, but of fervitude "^ ;'* and 
efcaped the danger of fuch bold oppofition by 
immediately retiring to the fanduary of a Chriftian 
church, 
latrigveiof But the reign of Stilicho drew towards its end ; 
A*D*4e8* ^^^ ^^^ proud minifter might perceive the fymp- 
jWay. toms of his approaching difgrace. The generous 

boldnefs of Lampadius had been applauded ; and 
the fenate, fo patiently refigned to a Jong fervi- 
tude, rejected with difdain the offer of invidious 
and imaginary freedom. The troops, who (Ull 
aflumed the name and prerogatives of the Roman 
legions, were exafperated by the partial affedion 
of Stilicho for the Barbarians: and the people 
imputed to the mifchievous policy of the minifter, 
|the public misfortunes, which were the natjiral con« 
fequence of their own degeneracy. Tet Stilicho 
might have continued to brave the clamours of 
the people, and even of the foldiers, if he could 
have maintained his dominion over the feeble 
mind of his pupil. But the refpeftful attachment 
of Honorius was converted into fear, fufpicion^ 
and hatred. The crafty Olympius'"^, who con- 
cealed 

xoi Zefimu8» 1. Y. p. 35S, 339* He repeats the words of Lampsdsut, u 
Ihty were fpoke in Latin, « Non eA iAa pax, fed paAio fervitutis,** and 
then tranflates them into Greek for the benefit of his readers. 

104 He came from the coaft of the Euxine, and cxerdfed a fpkndid office, 
>»^T^f )f rf« 7U9^ o TQH /3«r»^ao»; a^ie^tvoi. His anions jnftify hia 

•bandtr^ 
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cealed his vices under die maik of Chriftian piety, c h a r- 
had fecretly undermined the benefaflor, by whofc 
favour he was promoted to the honourable offices 
of the Imperial palace. Olympius revealed to the 
unfufpefting emperor, who had attained the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, that he was without 
weight, or authority, in his own government; 
and artfully alarmed his timid and indolent dif- 
pofuion by a lively pidure of the deHgns of Stili- 
cbo, who already meditated the death of hts fove- 
reign, with the ambitious hope of placing the dia- 
dem on the head of his fon Eucherius, The em- 
peror was inftigated, by his new favourite, to 
aflume the tone of independent dignity ; and the 
minifter was aftonilhed to find, that fecret refo- 
lutions were formed in the court and council, 
which were repugnant to his intereft, or to hi$ 
intentions. Inftead of refiding in the palace of 
Rome, Honorius declared, that it was his plea- 
fure to return to the fecure fortrefs of Ravenna. 
On the fird intelligence of the death of his bro- 
ther Arcadius, he prepared to vifit Conftantinople, 
and to regulate, with the authority of a guardian, 
the provinces of the infant Theodoflus'''^ Th< 

chaoAery which Zofimus (1. v. p. 340.) expofes with vifible fati^faOioiw 
Auguftin revered the piety of Olympius, whom he ftyles a true fon of the 
church (Baroniusy Annai. Eccief. A. D. 408. No 19, Sec. Tillemont, Mem. 
£cdef. tom. xiii. p. 467^ ^6%.)» But thefe praiCes, which the African 
lainc fo unwortbily beftows, might proceed^ as wcU from ignorance, as froni 
adulation* 

>«5 Zofimiis, 1. ▼. p. 33?, 339. Sozomeny 1. ix. c. 4* Stilicho offered 
to undeitake the journey to Conftantioople, that he might divert Honorius 
from (he vain attempt. The £aft«ra empire would not have obeyed, and 
fiiuJd not have been conquered. 

repro- 
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reprefentation of tRe difficulty and cxpence of 
fucli a didant expedition, checked this ftrange 
and fudden fally of aftive diligence ; • but the 
dangerous projeft of (hewing the emperor to the 
camp of Pavia, which was compofed of the 
Roman troops, the enemies of Stilicho, and his 
Barbarian auxiliaries, remained fixed and unal- 
terable. The minifter was preffed, by the ad- 
vice of his confident Juftinian,. a Roman advo- 
cate, of a lively and penetfating jgenius, to 
9^pofe a journey fo prejudicial to his reputation 
and fafety. His ftrenuous, but ineifedual, efforts 
confirmed the triumph of Olympius ; and the 
prudent lawyer withdrew himfelf from the impend- 
ing ruin of his patron. 
Difgrace '^ ^h^ P^ffsge of the emperor through Bologna, 

Sdiicho'^ **^ a mutiny of the guards was excited and appeafed 
A. D. 408, by the fecret policy of Stilicho ; who announced 
"^ *^* his inftruftions to decimate the guilty, and afcribed 
to his own interceffion the merit of their par- 
don. After this tumult, Honorius embraced, 
for the lad time, the minifter whom he now con- 
iidered as a tyrant, and proceeded on his way to 
the camp of Pavia ; where he was received by the 
loyal acclamations of the troops who were af- 
fembled for the fervice of the Gallic war. On 
the morning of the fourth day, he pronounced^ 
as he had been taught, a military oration in the 
prefence of the foldiers, whom the charitable 
vifits, and artful difcourfes, of Olympius had 
prepared to execute a dark and bloody confpiracy. 
At the firft fignal, they maflacred the friends of 
Stilichoy the mod illuftrious ofHcers of the em- 
10 pu'e; 
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pire ; two Praetorian prsefeds^ of Gaul, and of chap. 
Italy; two mafterG-general, of the cavalry^ ^nd 
infantry; the mafter of. the offices; the queftor, 
the treafurer, and the ' count of the domeftics* 
Many lives were loft ; many houfes were plunder- 
ed ; the furious fedition continued to rage till the 
clofe of the evening; and the trembling em* 
peror, who was feen in the ftreets of Pavia, with- 
out his robes or diadem, yielded to the perfuafions 
of his favourite ; condemned the memory of the 
llain ; and folemnly approved the innocence and 
fidelity of their affaffins. The intelligence of the 
mafTacre of Pavia filled the mind of Sdlicho with 
juft and gloomy apprehenfions : and he inftantly 
fununoned, in the camp of Bologna, a council of 
the confederate leaders, who were attached to his 
fervice, and would be involved in his ruin. The 
impetuous voice of the aflfembly called aloud for 
arms, and for revenge ; to march, without a mo* 
mentis delay, under the banners of a hero, whom 
they had fo often followed to viftory; to furprife, 
to opprefs, to extirpate the guilty Olympius, and 
his degenerate Romans; and perhaps to fix the 
diadem on the head . of their injured general. 
Inftead of executing a refolution; which might 
have been juftified by fuccefs, Sdlicho hefitated 
till he was irrecoverably loft. He was ftill igno- 
rant of. the fate of the emperor ; he diftrufted the 
fidelity of his own party -, and he viewed with 
horror the fatal confequences of arming a crowd 
of licentious Barbarians, againft the foldiers and 
people of Italy* The confederates, impatient of 
Vol-. V. R his 
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CHAP, his timorous and doubtful delay, haftily retk^ 
\^^,^ with fear and indignation. At tlie hour of mid- 
night, Sarus, a Gothic warrior, renowned among 
the Barbarians themfelves for his ftrength and va- 
lour, fuddenly invaded the camp' of his benefaftor, 
plundered the baggage, cut in pieces the iaithful 
Huns, who guarded his perfon, and penetrated to 
the tent, where the minifter, penfive and fleep-^ 
leTs, meditated on the dangers of his fituation. 
Stilicho efcaped with difficulty from the fword of 
the Goths ; and, after iffuing a Ia(t and generous 
admonition to the cides of Italy, to (hut tbeir 
^ates againfl the Barbarians, his confidence, or 
his defpair, urged him to throw himfelf into Ra« 
yenna, which was already in the abfohile pof- 
fdfion of his enemies* Olympius, who had af* 
fumed the dominion of Honorius, was ipeedily 
mforiined, that his rival had embraced, as a fup- 
. pliant;, the altar of the Ghriftian church. The 
bafe and cruel difpofition of the hypocrite was in- 
capable of pity or remorfe; but he pioufly af- 
feded to elude, rather than to violate^ the pri- 
Tilege of the fanftuary. Count Heraelian, with 
a troop of foldiers, appeared, at the dawn of day, 
before the gates of the church of Ravenna. The 
biihop was fatisfied by a folemn oath, that the 
Imperial mandate only direded them to fecure 
the perfon of Stilicho : but, as foon as the un* 
fortunate minifter had been tempted beyond the 
holy threfliold, he produced the warrant for hit 
inftant execution. Stilicho fupported^ with calm 
lefignation, the injurious nani^ of traitor and 

parricide > 
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^ftiridde ; reprefibd the unfeafonable zeal of his chap. 
followers, who were ready to attempt an iDeffedual ^^^■>v.^ 
reicae ; and, with a firmnefs not unworthy of the 
laft of the Roman generals, fubmitted his neck to 
the fword of Heradian ""^ 

The fervile crowd of the palace, who had fo Hismemo. 
long adored the fortune of Stilicho, aflfeacd to SiteS^" 
iniuk his fallj and the mod diftant connedtion ' 
with the mafter-general of the Weft, which had 
fo lately been a title to wealth and honours, was 
ftudiouily denied, and rigoroufly puniflied. Hig 
family, united by the triple alliance with the family 
of Theodofius, might envy the condition of the 
meaneft peafant. The flight of his fon Eucherius 
was intercepted ; and the death of that innocent 
youth foon followed the divorce of Thermantia, 
who filled the place of her fifter Maria ; and who, 
like Maria, had remained a virgin in the Imperial 
bed '^. The friends of Stilicho, who had ercaped 
the maflacre of Pavia, were perfecuted by the 
implacable revenge of Olympius : and the mod: 
ex<|uiilte cruelty was employed to extort the con« 
feiBon of a treafonable and facrilegious con« 
fpiracy. They died in filence: their firmnefs 

v>S ZoiNiMit (Lv. p. 336— H5-) *«» copioufly, though not tlearly, re- 
lated the difgracc and death of Stilicho. Olympiodorus (apud Phot. p. 177.) 
Orofius (i.vii. c. 38. p. 571, 57*)» Soiomcn (i.ix. c.4.), andPbiljftor- 
fhn (L Xi. c. 3. I xit. c. s.), afford fupplemfmtal hints. 

^ Zofimus^ I. ▼. p. 333« The marriasc of a Chriftian with tvro fifterSf 
fcaodaUfes Tillemoot (Hift. des Empcrcurs, torn. v. p 557.)} who cxpeaa, 
in vain, that pope Innocent I. (hould have done fomething in the way, either 
«f cenflu-ei or of difpcnfation. 

R a . j«ftified 
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CHAP, juftified the choice ■•^, and perhaps abfohed the 



XXX, 



innocence of their patron; and the defpotic 
power, which could take his life without a trial, 
and ftigmatire his memory without a proof, has 
no jurifdidion over the impartial fuSrage of 
pofterity ■*•. The fervices of Stilicho are great 
and manifeft; his crimes, as they are vaguely 
ftated in the language of flattery and hatred, are 
obfcure, at leaft, and improbable. About four 
mox\ths after his death, an edid was publiflied 
in the^name of Honorius, to reftore the free com- 
munication of the two empires, which had been 
fo long interrupted by the public enemy *"•. The 
mimfter whofe fame and fortune depended on the 
profperity of the (late, was accufed of betraying 
Italy to the Barbarians; whom he repeatedly 
vanquiflied at Pollentia, at Verona, and bdbre 
the walls of Florence. His pretended defign of 
placmg the diadem on the head of his fon Euche- 
rius, could not have been conduced without pre- 
parations or accomplices; and the ambitious fa- 
ther would not fjrely have left the future em« 
peror, till the twentieth year of his age, in the 

i«7 Two of his friends arc lionoarably imentioned (Zofioras, I. ▼« p. 346.) : 
Peter, chief of the fchooi of noraries* and the great chamberlaio Dctttsrins. 
Stilicho had frcured the bed-chamber \ and it is furprifing, that» under a 
feeble prince, the bed-chamber was not able to fecure him. 

>o> Orofius (1. vti. c. 38. p. 571, 57a.) ieeros to copy the faife «id Mmis 
maniieilos, which were difpcrfed tlirough the pitDvincet by the new admi- 
niilration. 

■09 Sec the Theodofian Code, L vii. tit. xvi. leg. i. 1 ix. tit. xlit. 
leg. %%, Stiiidio is branded with the name of pr^dofuilicvs, wh9 eoylojre^ 
ms wcalthi tid mm diundgm^ if>quietatidamqu€ Bsrhsritm 

humble 
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bumble fiatioii of tribune of the notaries. Even 
the religion of Stilicbo was arraigned by the ma- 
lice of bk rival. The feafonable, and almoft 
miraculous, deliverance was devoutly celebrated 
by the applaufe of the clergy } who aflerted, that 
the reftoration of idols, and the perfecution of the 
church) would have been the firft meafure of tht 
rdgn of Eucherius. The fon of Stilicho, how- 
ever, was educated in the bofom of Chriftianity, 
wtuch his £ither had uniformly profefled, and 
zeftlottfly fupported "^. Serena. had borrowed her 
magni&cent necklace from the ftatue of Veda "' ; 
and the Pagans execrated the monory of the fa- 
crilegious minifter, by whofe order the SybiUine 
books, the oracles of Rome, had been commit- 
ted to the flames '*% The pride and power of 
Stilicho conftituted his real guilt* An hpnour- 
sble reludance to ihed the blood of his country- 
men, appears to have contributed to the fuccds 
of his unworthy rival ; and it is the laft humilia- 
tion of the character of Honorius, that pofterity 
has not condefcended to reproach him with his 

"0 Aaguilin falmfelf it fatufied with the dfeaual bwt, which Stilicho 
had eoaded againft heretics and idolaters $ and w(iich are ftill extant in the 
Code. He only ap|>lies to Olympiut for their confihnation (Bwonius, AnnaL 
IcM. A. D. 40S. NO 19.]. 

1" Stofimua, J. V. p. 351. We may obferve the bad taAe of the age, In 
dreffing their Aatties with Aich awkward* finery. 

>» Sec Rotilius Nnmatianot (Itinerar. I ii. 41— 6o.)i to whom religious 
cmbofiafm has dtdaied fome elegant and forcible linei« Stilicho lilcewafe 
ilripprd the gold plates from the doors of the Capitol, and read a prophetic 
Centeoce, which was eogniTea under tliem (2^fimus» !• ▼• p. %$%*)> Thefo 
ut fooliii ftories: vet the charge of imfiety adds weight and cndit to tht 
praiie, which Zofinras rdudantly beftows, of his vinues. 

R 3 bafe 
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bafe ingratitude to the guardian of his youth, and 
the fupport of his empire. 
The poet Among the train of dependents, wjiofe wealth 
ciattdiaa. ^^ dignity attracted the notice of their own times, 
cur curiofity is excited by the celebrated name of 
the poet Claudian, who enjoyed the favour of 
Stilicho, and was overwhelmed in the ruin of his 
patron. The titular offices of tribi^ie and notary 
fixed his rank in the Imperial court : he was inr 
debted to the powerful interceffion of Serena for 
his marriage with a very rich heirefs of the pro? 
vince of Africa"'; and the fbtue of Claudan^ 
ere£ted in the forum of Trajan, was a monumeiit 
of the tafte and liberality of the Roman fenate "\ 
After the praifes of Stiiicho became offenfive and 
criminal, Claudian was expofed to the enmity of 
a powerful and unforgiving courtier, whom he 
had provoked by the infolence of wit. He had 
compared, in a lively epigram, the oppofite cha- 
rafters of two Prktorian pracfeds of Italy; he 
contrafts the innocent repofe of a philofopher, 
who fometimes refigncd the hours of bufinefs to 

»»3 At the nttptia!sof Orpheus (a modtik comparilbn!) lU the parts of 

animated nature contributed their various gifts; and the {(ods thcmfelves 

' enriched their fa\'burite. Claudian had neither fiocks, nor herds^ nor vines^ 

or olives. His vireahhy bride v«^as heirefs to thenn alL But he canned to 

' Africa, a recommendatory letter from Serena, his Juno , and wis nude 

happy (FpiA. ii. ad Sercnam). 

««4 Claudian fetU the honour like a man who deferved tt (!n prvCit. Bell 
Get.). The original jhrcHption, on nuui>le, was found at Rome, in the 
Af^eenth century, in the houfe of Pomponius Zjetus. The ftatue of a poet, 
ftr fuperior to^CJaudian, fhould have been ereOed, during his Itfe-time, bf 
the Aitn of tetters, his countrymen, and contemporidet. It Was a nobJe 
dcfign! ' • ' 

flumberji 
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flamber^ perhaps . to ftudy ; with the interelled chap. 



diligence of a rapacious minifter, indefatigable in 
the purfuit of unjuft, or facrilegious gain. '^ How 
*' happy/' continues Claudian, " how happy might 
*' it be for the people of Italy, if Mallius could be 
^^ conftantly awake, and if Hadrian would always 
" fleep"M" The repofe of MalHus was not 
difturbed by this friendly and gentle admonition ; 
but the cruel vigilance of Hadrian watched the 
opportunity of revenge, and ealily obtained, from 
the enemies of Stilicho, the trifling facrifice of 
an obnoxious poet. The poet concealed himfelf^ 
however^ during the tumult of the revolution; 
and, confulting the didates of prudence rather 
than of honour, he addrefled, in the form of an 
epiftle, a fuppliant and humble recantation to the 
offended praefed. He deplores, ia mournfiil 
drains, the fatal indifcretion into which he had 
been hurried by paffion and folly ; fubmits to the 
imitation of his adverfary, the generous^ examples 
of the clemency of gods, of heroes, and of lions ; 
and exprelTes his hope, that the magnanimity of 
Hadrian will not trample on a defencelefs anj 
contemptible foe, already humbled by difgra^f 



115 See Bpigram xxx. 

Mallius induUct ibsnno nodcfqve dlefcju^ ; 

Infomnis Pharlui facta, <profana, rapit. 
Ojanibus, hoc, Itals gentts, cxpofciie votis 
Mallitts tit vigilety dcrmiat uc Pharius. 
Hjidrian was a Pharian (of Alexandria). See his pubHc iiie in Oodcfro^y 
. Cod. TbvodoC torn. vi. p. $64. MaJlius did not alwayt Ocrp. , He com • 
pofed fome elegant dialogues on the Greek fyftems of iMtura^ philcfophy 
^CUud, in Mall* Tiieodor, Conf. 61^112.). 
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CHAP, and poverty ; and deq)Iy woiHided by the cacSc, 
the tortures, and the death of his deareft friends "^ 
Whatever might be the fuccels of his prayer^ or 
the accidents of his future life, the period of a 
few years levelled in the grave the minifter asd 
the poet: but the name of Hadrian is atmoft 
funk in oblivion, while Claudian is read with plea^ 
fure in every country which has retained, or ac« 
quired, the knowledge of the Latin language. If 
we fairly balance his merits and his defeds, we 
ihall acknowledge, that Claudiaa does not either 
fatisfy, or filence, our reafon. It would not be 
eafy to produce a paffage that deferves the epithet 
of fublime or pathetic ; to feleft a verfe, that 
melts the heart, or enlarges the imagination. 
We fliould vainly feek, in the poems of Clau- 
dian, the happy invention, and artificial condaft, 
of an interefting fable ; or the juft and lively re- 
prefentation of the charaders and fituations of real 
life. For the fervice of his patron, he publifhed 
occafional panegyrics and tnve&ives : and the de- 
iign of thefe flavifli compofitions encouraged his 
propenfity to exceed the limits of truth and nature. 
Thefe imperfections, however, are compenfitted 
in fome degree by the poetical virtues of Clau« 
dian. He was endowed with the rare and pre- 
cious talent of raifmg the meaneft, of adorning 
the moil barren, and of diverfifying the mod fimi* 
lar, topics : his colouring, more efpecially in de- 
fcriptive poetry, is foft and fplendid; and he 

Its See CUmdiMi*! ArU Epiftk Yet, in fome places, anairol irM^ mi 
Sadigiucioa betflqr» hU fecrct rdndan^c 

ID feldom 
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fcMom falls to dUplay^ and even to abufe, the chap. 

advantages of a cultivated underftanding, a copious 

hncy^ an eafy, and fometimes forcible, expreC* 

lion ; and a perpetual Bovf of harmonious verfi^ 

fication. To thefe commendations, independent 

of any accidents of time and place, we muft add 

the peculiar merit which Claudian derived from 

the unfavourable circumftances of his birth. In 

the decline of arts, and of empire, a native of 

Egypt "% who had received the education of a 

Greek, affumed, in a mature age, the familiar ufe, 

and abfolute command, of the Latin language *'* ; 

feared above the heads of his feeble contemporaries ; 

and placed himfelf, after an interval of three l}un* 

dred years, among the poets of ancient Rome "'« 

><7 National vanitx has made hiin a Florentine, or a Spaniard. But tho 
ftrft ep'idU of Claudian proves him a native of Alexandria (Fabriciui, 
SiUiot.l.fttin. torn. iii. p. 191— •oi. edit. Emeft.}. 

»< Hi» firil Latin veribs wert compofed during the confoUhip of Probinui, 
A.D.395. 

Romaaot bibimiia prfommf te conible, fontet, 
Et Lali« ccfltt Graia Thalia tog*. 
Befidtt Ibme Greek epigrams, which are ftill extant, the Latin poet ba4 
Cooiporcdy in Greek, the Antiquities of Tarftis, AnazarbiM, Bcrytus*, Nice, 
fte. It m wfOK eafy to fapp^jr the lofs of fqod poctiy, than d anthentir 
hiftory. 

*>9 Strada (Proht6on ▼, vi.) allows him to contend with the five heroic 
poets, Lucrcdns, YUjU* Ovid, Lacan, and Stathis. His patron is tfa# 
acooropli^ed courtier Balthazar CaftigUone. His admirers are numerous 
and pailionate. Yet the ripd critics reproach the exotic weeds, or fiowei^ 
whkb fpring too kixuriantly in his Latian foil. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

Jnvqfion of Italy by Alaric. — Manners of the Roman 
Senate and People. — Rome is thrice bejiegedj and 
at length pillaged by the Goths. — Death of Alaric. 
^-The Goihs evacuate Italy. '^Fall of Con/ian* 
fineZ-^Gaul and Spain are occupied by the Bar'* 
barians. — Independeiue of Britain. 

CHAP. ^HE incapacity of a weak and diftra£ted 

,J^^, government may often aflume the appear* 

wcaknefiof ancc, and produce the effects, of a treafonaUe 

luvemia,^ corrcfpondcnce wTth the public enemy. If ATaric 

^slipt?^' himfelf had been introduced into the council of 

Ravenna, he would probably have advifed the 

fame meafures which were adually purfued by 

the minifters of Honorius'. The king of the 

Goths would have confpired, perhaps with fomc 

reluctance, to deftroy the formidable adver&ry, 

by whofe arms, in Italy as well as in Greece, he 

had been twice overthrown. Their aCUve and 

interefted hatred laborioufly accompliflied the dif- 

grace and ruin of the great Stilicho. The valour 

of Sarus, his fame in arms^ and his perfonal, or 

.hereditary, influence over the confederate Bar* 

barians, could recommend him only -to the friends 

of their country, who defpifed, or detefted, the 

worthlefs charafters of Turpilio, Varanes, and 

Vigilantius. By the pref&ng inftances of the new 

X The frrles of events, from the death of StiKcho» to the UTxvai of Alarie 
Uiorc Rome, can only be found io Zefimus, 1. v. p. 347-^350* 

7 favourites, 
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feYOurites, thefe generals, unworthy as they had g h a p. 
iliewa themfelves of the name of foldiers % were 
promoted to the command of the cavalry , of the 
infantry, and of the domeftic troops. The Gothic 
prince would have fubfcribed with pleafure the 
ediOt which the fanaticifm of Olympius diflated 
to the iimple and devout emperor. Honorius 
excluded all perfons, who were adverfe to the 
catholic church, from holding any office in the 
date V obftinately rejected the fervice of all thofe 
who diflented from his religion; and ralhly dif- 
qoalified many of his braved and mod fkilful 
officers, who adhered to the Pagan worfhip, or 
who had imbibed the opinions of Arianifm'* 
Thefe meafbres, fo advantageous to an enemy, 
Alaric would have approved, and might perhaps 
have fuggefted ; hjit it may feem doubtful, whe- 
ther the Barbarian would have promoted his intereft 
at • the expence of the inhuman and abfurd 
cruelty, which was perpetrated by the direction, 
or at leaft with the connivance, of the Impend 
minifters. The foreign auxiliaries, who had been 
attached to the perfon of Stilicho, lamented his 
death ; but the defire of i:evenge was checked by 
a natural apprehenfion for the fafety of their 
wives and children; who were detained as hoft- 

» The exprcfton of ZoDmut is ftrong and lively, xvnx^na-w ^VMwm 
TOK 7o\f/A<oK a^vrsuiy fufHcient to excite the contempt of the eneiny. 

i Eos qui catholics (e€tab funt tnimici, intra pabtlum militare prohi- 
bemus- NuUus nobis fit allqui ratione conjunaus, qui a nobis fide et 
rdi$ione diTcordat. Cod. Tbcodof. 1. xvi. tit, v* kg. 4a. and Giodefiroy*a 
Commenury, tm, vi. p. 164. Thit law was aH>li#d in tlie atmoft lati* 
mde, and rigorouay cxegyted. ZoflmoS, I v. p. 364, 

ages 
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CHAP, ages in the ftrong cities of Italy, where th^ had 
s^m^^m^f likewife depofited their mod vsduable effeds« At 
the fame hour, and as if by a common fignaU the 
cities of Italy were polluted by the iame horrid 
fcenes of univerfal maflacre and pillage, which 
involved, in promifcuous deftruftion, the families 
and fortunes of the Barbarians. Exafperated by 
fuch an injury, which might have awakened the 
tameft and mod fervile fpirit, they caft a look of 
indignation and hope towards the camp of Alaric, 
and unanimoufly fwore to purfue, with ju(t and 
implacable war, the perfidious naticm, that had 
fo bafely violated the laws of hofpitality. By 
the imprudent conduA of the minifters of Hono- 
rius, the republic loft the aflifbnce, and deferved 
the enmity, of thirty thoufand of her braved fol- 
diers : and the weight of that formidable army, 
which alone might have determined the event of 
the war, was transferred from the fcale of. the 
Romans into that of the Goths. 
Marie In the arts of negociation, as well as in thofe 

Rome, of War, the Gothic king maintained his fupcrior 
teu'^^' afcendant over an enemy, whofe feeming changes 
proceeded from the total want of counfel and 
defign. From his camp, on the confines of Italy, 
Alaric attentively obferved the revolutions of the 
palace, watched the progrefs of faction and dif- 
content, difguifed the hoflile afpe£l of a Barbarian 
invader, and aflfumed the more popular appear- 
ance of the friend and' ally of the great Stilicho s 
to whofe virtues, when they were no longer 
formidable, he could pay a juft tribute of fmcere 

praife 
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praife and regret. The preffing invitation of the c h a p« 
malcontents, who urged the king of the Goths to **^^' 
invade Italy, was enforced by a lively fenfe of his 
peribnal injuries ; and he might fpecioufly com- 
plain, that the Imperial minifters ftill delayed and 
eluded the payment of the four thoufand pounds 
of gold ; which had been granted by the Roman 
fenate, either to reward his fervices, or to appeafe 
his fury. His decent firmnefs was fupported by 
an artful moderation, which contributed to the 
fuocefs of his defigns. He required a fair and 
reafonable fatisfeftion ; but he gave the ftrongeft 
aiTurances, that, as foon as he had obtained it, 
he would immediately retire. He refufed to truft 
the faith oPthe Romans, unlefs ^tius and Jafon, 
the fons of two great officers of ftate, were fent 
as hoftages to his camp: but he offered to de- 
liver, in exchange, feveral of the nobleft youths 
of the Gothic nation. The modefty of Alaric 
was interpreted, by the miniders of Ravenna, as 
a fure evidence of his weaknefs and fear. They 
difdained either to negociate a treaty, or to aflemble 
an army; and with a rafli confidence, derived 
only from their ignorance of the extreme danger, 
irretrievably wafted the decifive moments of peace 
and war. While they expefled, in fullen filence, 
that the Barbarians fhould evacuate the confines 
of Italy, Alaric, with bold and rapid marches, 
paflfed the Alps and the Po ; haftily pillaged the 
cities of Aquileia, Altinum, Concordia, and 
Cremona, which yielded to his arms; increafed 
his forces by the accelfion of thirty thoufand 

auxiliaries ; 
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CHAP. auziUtries ; and, without nijeeting a fingle eumtf 
^"^^' in the fiel4> advanced as far as tht edge of the 
morals which proteAed the impregsiable re(i« 
dence of the emperor of the Weft. Inftead o£ 
attempting the hopelefs fiege of Ravenna, the 
prudent leader of the Goths proceeded to Rioiinii 
firetched his ravages along the fea-coaft of the 
Hadriatic, and meditated the conqueit of the 
ancient miftrefs of the world* An Italian her* 
mit, whofe zeal and fandxty were refpedted bj 
the Barbarians themfclves, encountered the vic- 
toripus monarch, and boldly denounced the in* 
dignation of heaven againft the oppreflbrs of the 
earth : but the faint himfelf was confounded by 
the folemn aflfeveratibn of Alaric, that he felt a 
iecret and prseternatural impulfe, which direfted, 
and even compelled, his march to the gates of 
Rome. He felt, that his genius and his fortune 
were equal to the moft arduous enterprifes } and 
the enthufiafm which he communicated to the 
Goths, infenfibly removed the popular, and al- 
moft fuperftitious, reverence of the nations for 
the majefty of the Roman name. His troops, 
animated by the hopes of fpoil, followed the 
courfe of the Flaminian way, occupied the un- 
guarded pafles of the Apennine % ddcended into 
the rich plains of Umbria; and, as they lay 
encamped on the banks of the Clitumnus, might 

4 Addifon (fee his Works, vol. ii. g. 54. edit. Biflc^rviUe) has gmn 41 
^«ry piAurcfque dcfcription of ihc road through the Apennine. The Cotht 
Wtn MC It Icifure to obferve the beauties of the profpea j but they «ei« 
^kafcd to find that the Saxa Intercifa» a narrow paOage which Vefpftliaa 
had cut through tlie rock (Cluver. lulla Antiq. torn. i. p. 6i8.) was totally 

vantoaly 
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waat<Mlly llauehter and devour the mUk-whhe c ti a p. 
oxen, which had been fo long refer ved for the -^m-,-^ 
ufe of Roman triumphs '. A lofty fituation, and 
a feafonable tempefl: of thunder and lightning, 
preferved the little city of Narni ; but the king of 
the Goths, defpifing the ignoble prey^ ftill ad- 
vanced vath unabated vigour; and after he had 
paflfed through the ftately arches, adorned with 
the fpoils of Barbaric vidories, he pitched his 
camp under the walls of Rome \ 
During a period of fix hundred and mneteen HannJbaiac 

, r r • i_ 1 • .the gates otf 

years, the feat or empire had never been vio- Rome 
lated by the prefence of a foreign enemy. The 
unfuccefsful expedition of Hannibal ^, ferved 
ooly to difplay the charader of the fenate and 
people; of a fenate degraded, rather than en- 
nobled, by the c^mparifon of an affembly of 
kings ; and of a people, to whom the ambaffador 
of Pyrfhus afcrib^ the inexhauftible refources of 
the Hydra*. Each of the fenators, in the time 

of 

t 

S Hjnc silbi Clltumnl ^egrs, et maxima Taunit 
Vi^ima ; (mpt tuo perfufi Humine iacro 
Romamos ad teropla Dcum duxcre Triumphpt. 
B«fidcs Virgil) mod of the Latin poets, Propertiu5, Lucao* Silius Italicus,. 
Claiidian, Ac. whc^ p-ifliges n^ay be found in Cluverius and Addifody 
bave cetcbnited thotrtumphal vidlims of the ditiimiuis. 

< Some ideas of the marcli of AUt'ic are borrowed from the joamey oC 
Honoring over the fame ground (fee Claudian in vi Conf. Hon. 494#-*5»ft^)• 
Ttie meafured dilUnce between Ravenna and Rome waa zs4 Roman niile0« 
Itinerar. Wcffeling. p. 126. 

7 The march and retreat of Hannibal are defcrlhcd by Ltvy, I. xxvi. 
^- 7> Sy 9> >Oi II- i'^^^ the reader is made a fped^ator of the intereftin^ 
Icene. 

« Thcfe comp^rifoQt were ufed by Cyneas, the counfcllor of Pyrrtius, 
Iftcr his return from hi& embafly^ in which be had diligently iludled the 

difcipline 
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CHAP, of the Punic war, had accompliflied his term of 
ipilitary fervice, either in a fubordiaate or a 
fuperior ftation; and the decree, which invefted 
with temporary command all tbofe who had been 
confuby or cenfors, or diftators, gave the repub- 
lic the immediate afliftance of many brave and 
experienced generals^ In the beginning of the 
war, the Roman peopl/s confided of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand citizens of an age to bear arms ^ 
Fifty thoufand had already died in the defence of 
their country; and the twenty-three legions 
which were employed in the different camps of 
Italy, Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and Spain, re- 
quired about one hundred thoufand men. But 
there dill remained sm equal number in Rome, 
and the adjacent territory, who were animated by 
the fame intrepid courage ; aad every citizen was 
trained, from hjg earlieft youth, in the difdpline 
and exercifes of a foldier. Hannibal was afto- 
niihed by the conftancy of the fenate, who, \idtli- 

difcipUne and mannera; of Rome. See Plunrch ia ^mlto^ toai.ll 
P- 459- 

9 In the three eenjut which were made of the Roman peoplb^ about the 
tioic of the refM4 Panic war» the numbers Aand as foUoWia (fee Livy, 
£pi(om. LxJt Hift.1. xxvii. 36. xxix. 37.)^ 270,313, 137,108, «X4»ooo. 
The fall of the fecond, and the rife of the third, appears ib cnonuoof, 
that fcYeral critica, notwithftanding the unanimity of ^he MSS. hnTC faf- 
peAed fome corruption of the text of Livy. (See Drakenborch ad xzvii. 
%6* and Beaufort, Republique Ronaine, torn, u pw 325.) They did not 
conAdcr that the fecond cenfits was uken only at Rome, and that the nutn- 
ben were diminiflied, not onl7 by the death, but likewtie by the^i^eMr, of 
■aanyfoldiers. In the third cenfas, Livy exprefsly afilnna, tliat the legions 
were muftered by the care of pArticular commiffarics. From the numben 
on the lift, we mud always dedud one twelfth above threefcore^ and loca- 
tQi bearing arms. See Population de ia France, p. 7a. 

/out 
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bttt rsdfltfg the fiege oFGsqma^ or recallfng ttetr c Ji a p. 
fcattered for cei, cxpefted his approach. He en- J^^ ^ 
camped on the banks of die Anio^ at the diftaiice 
of three mites from the city: and he was foon 
informed, that the ground on which he had pitched « 
his tent, was fold for an adequate price at a 
public audion } and that a body bf troops was 
difmifled by an oppofite road, to remfbrce 
the^ legions of Spain '% He led his Africans to 
the gates of Rome, where he found three armies 
in order of battle, prepared to receive him ; but 
Hannibal dreaded the event of a combat, frbra 
which he could not hope to efcape, unlefs he d'e- 
ftroyed the laft of his enemies ; and his fpeedy 
retreat confefled the invincible courage of the 
Romans. 

From the time of the Punic war, the uninter* Genealogy 
rupted fucceflion of fenators had preferved the ^^^' 
name ipd image of the republic ; sUid the dege- 
nerate fubjedis of Honorius ambitioufly derived 
their defcent from the heroes who had repulfed 
the arms of Hannibal, and fubdued the nations 
of the earth. The temporal honours, which the 
devout Paula" inherited and defpifed, are care« 
fiilly recapitulated by Jerom, the guide of her 
confcience, and the hiftorian of her life. The 

*• Livy coniklers thcfe two incidents as jtbe tffe€t% cndy of chance and 
courage. 1 fufpcA that they wtre both managed by the admirable policy 
ai the fenate. 

»« See Jerom. torn. J. p. 169, 170. ad EuftocMomi he beftows on 
Paula the fplendid titles of Gracchorum ftirps, foboles Scipionum, Pauli 
haeresy cujus vocabulum trahii, Martias Papyriae Matris Africani vera et 
germana propago. This particular defcription fuppofee a more folid title 
than the fbmame of JuOust which Toxotiua fhared with a thoufandi^mi&es 
of tbc Weftern provinces. See the Indexof Tadt«t oi Oniter*alDfcriptioDs» 

IK. 

Vol. V. , S genealogy 
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^^ ^^* g^lfesJogy of her fkthier» Rogfttos^ which afesnM 
u high as AgamemnoA, might feem to betray 
» Grocjan origin ; but her mother, Blasfilla, num- 
bered .the Sdpios, JEmilius Paiilus, and the Grac- 
ihiy in the. lift of her anceftors; aad Toxotius, 
thehulbaiid of Paula, deduced his royal lineage 
from ,£neas, the father of the Julian line. The 
canity * of the rith, vfho defired to be noble, was 
gratified by thefe lofty preteniions. Encouiiaged 
by the applaufe. of their parafit^s, they eafily im- 
pofed on 'the credulity of the vulgar ; and were 
countenanced, in fome meafure, by the cuftom of 
adopting the name of their patron, which had al- 
ways prevailed among the freedmen and clients 
of illuftrious families. Moft of thofe families, 
however, attacked by fo many caufes of external 
violence or internal decay, were gradually extir- 
pated : and it would be more reafonable to feek 
for a lineal defcent of twenty generations, ^mong 
the mountains of the Alps, or in the peaceful 
folitude of Apulia, than on the theatre of Rome, 
the feat of forCtfne, of danger, and of perpetual 
revolutions.. Under each fucceffive reign, and 
from every province of the empire, a crowd of 
hardy adventurers, rifing to eminence by their 
talents or their vices, ufurped the wealth, the 
honours, and the palaces of Rome ; and opprefled, 
or protefted, the poor and humble remsdns of con- 
fular families; who were ignorant, perhaps^^of the 
glory of their anceflors '*. 



lA TacitQs (AnnaLiii. 55.) affirms* that between the battle of A^um 
and the rei^ of Vefpafian, the fenate was gradually filled with mrw faniili^ 
(torn the MUnicipia and colooaei of Italy. 

In 
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In the time of Jerom and Clandian, the feesai^ chap. 

XXXI 

tors unanimoufly yielded the pre-eminence to the ^.^■^^/'W 
Anician line ; and a flight view of tbeir hiftory ^telii*^* 
will ferve to appreciate the * rank and antiquity of 
the noble families, which contended only for the 
fecond place '^ During the five firft ages of the 
city, the name of the Anicians was unknown ; they 
appear to have derived their origin from Ptsnefle ; 
and the ambition of thofe new citizens was long 
fatisfied with the Plebeian honours of tribunes of 
the people *\ One hundred and iixty*eight years 
before the Chriftian sera, the family was ennobled 
by the Praetorfliip of Anicius, who glorioufly 
terminated the lUyrian war by the conqne(t\ c^ 
the nation, and the captivity of their king^V 
From the triumph of that general, three confuU 
Ihips, in diftant periods, mark the fuccefHon of 
the Anician name '^ From the reign of Diocle- 
tian 

I) Nee qulfquam Proccrum tentet (Kcet ere vetuAo 
Floreaty et claro cingatur Roma feoati^) 
Se ja^are parcm i fed primA fede reli^S 
Aucheniis, de jure licet ceitare fecundo. 

Claud, in Prob. et Olybrli CoflT. iS« 
-Such a compliment paid to the obfcure name of the Auchenii haa amazed 
the critici I but they all agree, that whatever may be the true readings tb« 
fenfe of Claudian can be applied only to the Anician family. 

V4 The earlieil date in the annals of Pighius, is that of M« Anicius Gallai. 
Trib. PI, A. U. C 506. Another Tribune, Q^ Anicius, A^U. C. 50S. it 
diftinguiOied by the epithet of Prcneftinus. Livy (xlv. 43.) places th« 
Anidi below the great families of Rome. 

15 Livy, xliv. 30, 31. xlv. 3. i6. 43. He fairly appreciates the merit of 
Anicius, and juftly obferves, thai his fsme was clouded by the fuperior luftre 
of the Macedonian, which preceded the lUyrian, triumph. 

«* The dates of the three confuMhips arc, A. U. C. 593. SiS. 967 » the 

twolaft under the reigns of Nero and Caracalla. The fecond of'thefe 

« S % confals 
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CHAP, tiap to the fiA»l extiii&ion of the WeAetn im* 
>, ^^^ pire» that name flione vnth a luftre which was not 
eclipfed in the public eftimation, by the mzjeOij 
of the Imperial purple '\ The feveral branches, 
Co whom it was communicated, united, hj mar- 
riage or inheritance, the wealth and titles of the 
Annian, the Petronian, and the Ol jbrian houfes ; 
and in each generation the number of confuUhips 
was multiplied by an hereditary claim '^ The 
Anician £imily excelled in faith and in riches: 
they were the iirft of the Roman fenate who em* 
braced Chriflianity ; and it is probable that 
. Anidus Julian, who was afterwards conful and 
prssfed of the city, atoned for his attachment to 
the party of Maxentius, by the readinefs with 
which he accepted the religion of Conftantme '^ 
Their ample patrimony was increafed by the in- 

corfuh lifting uiflied himfetf only by his in&mous flattery (Tacit. Annal. 
XV. 74.) : but ev«n die evidence of crimei, If tliey bear the ftamp of great- 
nefi and antiquity, is admitted, witliout reludance, to prove the g^ealogy 
of a noble houfe. 
17 In the fixtb century, the nobility of the Anician name is mentioiied 
' (CaiTiodor. Variar. L x. Ep. lo. 12.) with Angular refped by the minilter 
of a Gothic king of luly. 

«• •^— ^Fizus inomncs 

Cognatoi procedit honos ; quemcumque requiras 
Hie de ftirpe vlrum, certum eft de Confule nafci. 
Per fafces numerantur Avi, fem'pcrque renarft 
Nobilitate virent, et proUm fata fequontui*. 
(aaiidlan in Prob. et Olyb. Conmiat. la, Src.) The Annit, whofe name 
ftemt to havt merged in the Anician, mirk the FafU with many coolblihlps, 
from tlie time of Vefpaflan to the fourth century. 

19 The title of flrft Chrillian fenator may be juftified by the aotiiority cf 
Prudentius (in Symmach. I. 553. )> *»<* ^ diflike of the Pagans to the 
Anician fiuntly. See TUfemont, Hid. des Empereurs, torn. it. p. a S3, v. 
p. 44. Baron.AnML A,D. 3U. M 78. A. D. 312. N« a. 

• dultry 
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dufhy of Probu^. the chief of the Anician &-> chap. 
loily} who Ihared with Gratian the honours of v..^v^ 
the confulihip, and exercifed, four tunes, the 
high office of Praetorian prsefe£i *% His immenfe 
eftates were fcattered over the wide extent of the 
Roman world ; and though the public might 
fufped, or difapprove, the methods, by which 
diey had been acquired ; the generofity and mag*' 
flificence of that fortunate ftatefman deferved the. 
gratitude of his clients, and the admiration of 
ilrangers *\ Such was " the refped entertained 
i(x his memory, that the two fons of Probus, in 
their earliefl youth, and at the requeft of the fe^ 
nate, were aflbciated in the confular dignity: a 
memorable diftindion^ without example in the 
amials of Rome '*. 

*^The marbles of the Anician palace,*' were weakhof 
ufed as a proverbial eacpreflbn of opulence aad ^j^^^"^ 
fpkndour *' ; but the nobles.and fenators of Rome 

^0 Probos .... claritudiac g<nerls et potentift et opOm magnitudlne , 
coitus Orbi Romano, perqucm univerfum poene patrimonia fparfa poflbdit^ 
jcAeao fecqt qoq judicioli eft noAii Ainmian. Mtrcellin. xxvii. 1 1. His 
Lhiklren and widow ereded for him a magnificent tomb in the Vatican, 
which was dcmoliihed in the time of pope Nicholas V. to make room for 
the new church of St. Peter. Baronias, who laments the ruin of this Chrif- 
lian monument, has diFigcntly preferved the infcriptions and baflb- relievos. 
See AnniL Ecclef. A. D. 395. No 5—17. 

» Two Perfian Satraps travelled to Milan and Rome, to hear St. Ambrofa, 
and to fee Probus. (PauUn. In Vit. AmbroC) Clandian (in Conf.Probin. 
(t Olybr. 30—60.) feems at a lofs how to exprefs the glory of Probui. 

tt See the poem wbidiaftudiiiiaddffiisd to tb» two nobk youths. 

>} SectiBdtiias, the MsnicbMny ap. BaroB* AnmL Ecdrf. A. 1>. 39c. 

S 3 afpired^ 
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CHAP, afpired, in due gradation, to imitate that illuf- 
trious family. The accurate defcription of the 
city, which was compofed in the Theodofian age, 
enumerates one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty botifesj the refidence of wealthy and .ho- 
nourable citizens **. Many of thefe ftately man- 
lions might almoft excufe the exaggeration of the 
poet; that Rome contained a multitude of pa- 
laces, and that each palace was equal to a city : 
fince it included within its own precinfts, every 
thing which could be fubfervient either to ufe or 
luxury; markets, hippodromes, temples, foun- 
tains, baths, porticos, fhady groves, and artificial 
aviaries**. The hiftorian Olympiodorus, who 
teprefents the ftate of Rome when it was befieged 
by the Goths *% continues to obferve, that fe- 
veral of the richeft fenators received from their 
eftates an annual income of four thoufand pounds 
of gold, above one hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds fterling; without computing the flated 
provifion of com and wine, which, had they been 
fold, might have equalled in value one third of 

H See Nardmi, Roma Antica, p. 89. 49S. 500. 

*5 Qtiid loquar indufas inter laquearia fylvas ; 
Vemula que vario carmine ludit avis. 

Claud. Rucil. Numatian Icinerar. vcr* m* 
The poet lived at the time of the Gothic Invafion. A moderate palace 
would have covered Cincionatus's farm of four acres (VaJ. Max. iv. 4.). 
Inlaxitatem ruritexcuirant, fayt Seneca, £pift. 114. See a judieioot note 
of Mr. Huine» EOTayey yoL i. p. 561. lall Svo edition. 

^ Thia curious account of Rome, in the reign ^f Honorius, is iband io 
a fragment of the hiAoiian Olympiodorus^ ap. Photiuoif p. 197. 

the 
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the money. Compared to thi« immoderate .'weakli, ^ ^^^^*" 

an ordinary revenue of a thoufand or fifteen! liun-» 

dred polindd of gold migf^t be confidered as no! 

more than ' adequate to the dignity of the fqna*' 

torian rank, which required many essences of:>ar 

pobiic and oftentatious kind; * SevtrsA txzmfitr 

are recorded in the age of Honoring, of ^ vdin cand 

popular nobles, who celebrated the year of *their 

pr2etor/bf|> by a feftival, which laired fevei^ days; 

and coft above one ^ hundred thoufand 'poutids* 

fterhng *'. The eftates of the Roman- feftatorg, 

whicK^ fo far Exceeded the -proportiori of- modern 

wealth, were hot confined to the limit^^ of Italy, 

Their poflefSons extended far beyond the Ionian 

and 2Egean feas, to the mod diftant .pik)yJnted f 

the city of Nicopolis, which Auguftus had folmded 

as an eternal monument of the Aftian vi&Wv, 

was the property of the devoiit Paula*' j and.it la 

*7 The Tons of Alyphi$, of Sysunactios* and of Maiimm^ 4>ent| duriog 

tbcir rcfpc^ive prjctorfliips^ twelve, or twenty, or foity, certtenaries (or, 
hundred weight of gold). Sec Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. 197. This po- 
pular eftimation allows, fome Uticode ; but it is difficult to explain a law in 
the Theodofian Code (1. vi. leg. 5.)9 which ftxes the ex pence of the firft 
prztorat 15,000, of the fecond at 20,000, and of the third at 1 ^,000 fiileu 
Ttie name of filJis (fee Mcm« dc T Academic des , Infcriptioos, torn, xxviii. 
P* 7^7*) was equally applied to a pnrfc of 125 pieces of filver^ and to a fmall 
copper coin of the vake of rn^T P^^t of that parfr. In the fiormcr f«nfe» 
(be 25,000 foilea would be equal to 150,000!. in the latter to fiveor iix 
pounds fterlinf;. The one appears extravagant, the other is ridicuioua» 
There muil have exiAed fome third, and middle value, which it here under* 
ilood ; but ambiguity is an inexcufable fault in the langu^e of laws, 

^ Nicopolis « . . io Adiaco tittore (ita pofleffionis veftne nunc pars vq| 
nuxima eA. Jcrom. in prsiat. Comment, ad Epiftol. ad Titum, torn. ix. 
p- 243. M. de Tiilemont fuppofes, ftrangely enough, that it was part 
of Agamemnon*s inhcriuncc* Mem. Ecclct tom. xii. p. 85. 

S 4 obfer^ed 
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CHAP; eitkrfc^ by SttM)ca» that the rivers wtucfa had 
dWided hoftile nations, now flowsd ilirough the 
landa of private dtizeos^^ According to their 
temper and circan^lances, th# eftaces of the Ro- 
mans were either cultivated by the bbour of their 
flavf 8, or granted) for a certain and ftipuhted 
sent} to the induftrious farmer. The o^oonomi. 
cal wiiters of antiquity ftrenuoufly recommend 
the fomer method, whereVer it may be pra£ti« 
cable i but if the objeA (hould be removed, by ia 
pittance or magnitude, from the immediate eye of 
the maftv, they prefer the aQive case of an old 
hereditary tenant, atuched to the foil, and interefted 
in the produce, to the mercenary adminiftration of 
^ negligent, perhaps an unfaithful fteward '^ 

inbeirmM. The opufent nobles of an immenfe capital, 
who V«re never excited by the purfuit of military 
glory, a|id feldom engaged in the occupaticms of 
civil government, naturally refigned their leifure 
to the bufinefs and amufements of private life. 
At Rome, commerce was always held in con* 

S9 Senecj, f pift. Ixxxix. His language It of the <Iee]aiiiatory kSnd : but 
declamation could fcarcely exaggerate the avarice and hixvnr of the Romans. 
The philofopher himfclf deferred fonne (hare of 'the reproach j if it be troe 
that Ills rigoroos exaAion of ^uad^higttttiat above three hundred thputed 
pound), whkh be had lent at high incereil, provoked a rebdlion in Bntain. 
fDion Cafflut) I. Ixii. p 1003.). According to the con}edure of Oak 
(AMoninus*8 Itinerary in Britain, p. 91.), the Ume Pauftinus pofflflcd v% 
cftate near Bury, in Suffi>lk, and another in the kingdom ^ Naptea. 

JO Volufius^ a wealthy ftnator (Tacit. Annal. ili. 3a), always preferred 
tenants born on the tftate. Columelia, who received this maxim from him, 
argues very judiciouAy on the M^. Vt Ke Roftia, L i. c. 7. p. 40S. 
edit. Gefncrj LeipAg, 1735. 

tempt : 
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um^t: b«t the fiaatort, Cnw die firfl: ageofihe chap. 
republic, lacrwfed their patrimoiiy^ and mnU 
tiplied thdr dtenta, by the lucntife praftice of 
xhtfi and die obfii^e lawi were efaide4» or 
violatody by the mittuai indinattcms and inlcteft 
of both parties". A confideraUe mafii of tior 
fue maft always have exifted at Rome, either la 
the cwmt coin of the empoie, or in the ibrm of 
goldand fihrer plate; aad there were maBy fide* 
boavds in the time of Pliny, which contained 
more foUd filver, than had been tran^nad by 
Sdpb ham van^oilhed Cartioge ^\ The gmter 
]Nilt of the nobles, who dilBpated their £(>rtunes 
ifk profttfe luxury, found themfelven popr in 
the Qiidft of wealth ; and idle in a conftant round 
of 4iffipatJon« Their defires were eontinwily 
gratified by the labour of a thoufand hands ; oS 
the numerous train of their domeftic ilaves, ^1^3^ 
were afkuated by the fear of puniihment j and of 
the variotta. prof^flions of artificers and merchants, 
who were more powerfully impelled by tb^ hopes 
of gaun. The ancients were deftitute of many of 
the conveniencies of life, which have been ia«- 
vented or improved by the progrefs of induftry f 
Vkd the plenty of giafs and linen has diflfufed more 

3t Valeflus (ad Aounian. xiT.6.) has proved^ from ChryMom and 
Ao^ftiAf that the fenators were not allowed to lend money at ufury* 
Yet it appear* from the Theodofian Code (fee Godefroy ad 1. u. tit. xxxiii* 
torn. i. p. ±^o--m^%^,), that they were permiued to take fix per cent. «r 
one half of the legal intereft } and, what is more rmgu!ar> this penniflioa 
Was granted to the young fenatori* 

3* PJin. Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 50. He ftates the filver at only 4|8o 
pounds^ which it Increafed by Livy (xxx. 45.) to ioo,oa3 : the former 
i«emfi too little for an opulent ctty, the latter too much for any privato 
fidcbeard, 

real 
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CHAP, real comforts among tfae modem natiott ^f ^a- 
^'^^'' rope^ than, ttie fe&ators of Rome coqM derive fhom 
all the refioements of j)oii^>ou6 iirienfual loxury^^ 
Theix' luxury, and their manners^ haVe been the 
f0bjfii£): of minute and laborious jdifc^oifitiDn : but as 
fiich enqiuries would divert me t6o long from the 
defiga df the prefent wxirk, I fhail produce an 
authentic itate of Rome and its inhabitants, which 
is more peculiarly applicable to the period of the 
Gothic invafion. Ammiaaus Marcellinus, who 
prudently chofe the capital of the empire, as the 
refidcnce the beft adapted to the hiftorian of his 
own times, has mixed- with the narrative of public 
events, a lively repr^fentation of the fceaes with 
which he was familiarly converfant. Tlie judi- 
cious reader will not always approve the afperity of 
cenfure, the choice of. ci^cumflrances, or the ftyle 
of ezpreffion: he will perhaps detefl: the latent 
prejcrdices, and perfonal refentraents, which foured 
the temper of Ammianus himfelf ; bat he will 
furely obferve, with philofophic curiofity, the 
interefting and original pifkure of the manners of 

Rome'*. 

» 

« U The, learned Arbuthnot (Tables d Ancient CQinCf Ike. p. 153.) Ims 
obferved with humour, and 1 beheve with truth, chat Augudus had neither 
gUfs to his windows, nor a Ihirt to his back. Under the lower cmplrti the 
nfe of linen and ghUs became fomewhat more coounon. 

34 It Is incumbent on me to explain the liberties which I have taken 
with the text of Ammianus. t. I have melted down into one piece the 
fixth chapter of the fourteenth, and the fourth of the twenty-ei^th book. 
%, I have given order and coDpedlon to the confufed mafs of materiaU. 
-3. I have foftenedyMw extravagant hyperboles, and pared away fome fuper- 
fluities of the originaL 4. I have developed fome obfervations which were 
infmuated, rather than exprefled. With thcfe allowances} my verfioo wiJ2 
be found} not literal indeed} but faithful and exa^ 

10 ««The 
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•' The greatnefs of Rome (fuch is the Ian- chap: 
♦*giiage of the hiftorian) was' founded on the v..^,..-;^ 
" rare, and almoft incrddJble, alHance of virtue fj|^*JJ^^ 
"and of fortune. The long period of her n«iiie«,by 
"infancy was employed in a laborious ftruggle m^SST* 
" againft the tribes of Italy, the neighbours and ""•• 
" enemies of the rifing city. In the (ttength and 
" ardour of youth, flie fuftained ' the ftorms of 
"war; carried her viftorious arms beyond the 
" feas and the mountains ; and brought home 
" triumphant laurels from every country of the 
" globe. ' At length, verging totvards old age, 
" and /bmetimes conquering by" the terr6r' only 
"of her name, flie fought the bleffings of eafc 
" and tranquitiity. The venerable city, which 
**fead trampled on the necks of the ficrceft 
" nations J and eftabliflied a fyftem of laws, the 
" perpetual guardians of juftice and freedom ; ^ 
" wa3 content, Kke a wife and wealthy parent, to' 
" devolve on the Cscfars, her favourite fons, the 
" care of governing her ample patrimony '*. A 
" fecure and profound peace, fuch as had been 
" once enjoyed in the reign of Numa, fucceeded 
" to the tumults of a republic : while Rome was 
" ftiU adored as the queen of the earth ; and the 
^^ fubjefl nations fliil reverenced the name of the 
" people, and the majefty of the fenate. But 

W Claodian, who fcems to have read the hiftory of Ammianu.s^ TpeakB 
«f this great rcvohition in a much lefs courtly ftylc : 
PoAqoam jura ferox in le communia C»fir 
Tranftulit j et lapfi mores ; defuetaque priftis 
Artibusj in gremium pacis icrvile receil). 

Dc Bell. GUdonlcoi pi 49* « 

«thu 
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CHAP. << (Ills native fpleadour (cominaes Aaunianus) It 
xxxi.^ ^< degra^led, and fullkd» by the conduct of Cbmo 
^' nobles ; who, unmindful of ^heir own digiuty, 
^ and of that of their country, affome an un- 
<< bounded licence of vice and folly* They am- 
^tend with each other in the empty vanity of 
^titles and fiimames; and curioufly feled, or 
^invent, the moft lofty and Ibnorous appella- 
<< dona, Reburrus, or Fabunios, I^igoni)i«, .or 
^ Tarrafius ^, which may impreft the eara of die 
^ vu%ar with aftoniflunent and refpeft. From a 
^^vsun ambhion of perpetuatkig their memory, 
^^ they dXkSt to multiply their likeoefs, in ftatues 
^' of ttf onze and mart>le ; nor are they fadsied, 
^^ uaiefs thofe ftatues are covered with plates of 
^ gold : an honourable diftinflion, firft granted 
<< 10 Acilius the coaful, after he had fubdoed, by 
' ^ his arms and counfels, the power of king 
^ Antk)chus* The oftentadon of difplaymg, of 
<< magnifying, perhaps^ the rent-roll of the eftates 
** which th^ poffeTs in all the provinces, from 
^ the rifing to the fetdng fun, provokes the juft 
^ refentment of every man, who recoiled, th^t 
•* their poor and invincible anceftors were not 
^ diftinguiflied from the meaneft of the foldiers, 
^ by the delicacy of their food, or the fplendour 

1^ The minute diUgence of antiquarians lias not been able to verify thefe 
txtfaordinaty namet. I am of opinion that they were invented by the 
hiAorian himfelf, who wai afraid of any perfonal (atire or applicatioo. It 
b certain, however, that the fimple denominations of the Romans were 
gradually lengthened to the number of four, five, or even feveoy pompoua 
fumames ; as for infhnce, MarcuF MkcIus Msmmlus Furius BaJburiaa 
CacUianus Placidus. Set Noris Cenotaph. Pifan. Ciflert. iv. p. 438. 

« of 
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<< of ^\t apparel. Bui \\x% Aodem ndUM mea- ^^^^^ 

^fure their rank and confequence according t6 

<< the ioftinefe of their chariots ^% and die weighty 

'^ magntficeoce of their drefs. . Their long robea 

*< of (ilk and purple float in the wind ; and ak 

^^they are agitated, by art or accident, they 

'^ occafionally difcover the under garments^ thie 

**rich tfimcs, embroidered witli the figures of 

<< various animals'** Followed by a train of 

*< fifty fervants, and tearing up the pavement, 

^^they move along the ftreets with the fame 

'^ impetuous fpeed as if they travelled with poft- 

" horfes ; and the examfde of the fenators is boldly 

^* imitated by the matrons and ladies, whii^ cO« 

^^vered carriages are continually driving rouftd 

'Uhe immenfe fpace of the city and fuburbs. 

^^ Whenever thefe perfons of high diftiodion 

^'condefcend to tifit the public baths, they 

^ aflfume, oft their entrance, a tone of loud and 



17 The urrmm% or cotcbet fA the Ronuuity w«rt often of fotid filyer, 
cvriouflr carved aad e«|rived \ and the trappings of the mulci> or horfti> 
were cmbofTed with gold. This magnificence continued from the reign of 
Nero to that of Honorim ; and the Appian way was covered with the fplen- 
4id equipages of the nobles» who came out to meet St. Melania* when flic 
returned to Rome^ fix years before the Gothic fiege (Senecat epi^l.lxxxvil* 
PKn. Htft. Natur. Scxxili. 49. Paulin. Nolan, apud Baron. AAhal. Bccleil 
A. D. 397. No 5.), Yet ponip is well exchanged for ooovetuence | aAd a 
pialn modern coach that is hung upon fprings, is much preferable to the 
filvcr or gold csrts of antiquity, which rolled on the axle-tree^ and were 
npofed^ for the moft pan, to the inclemeiyy of the weather* 

3' In a homily of AAerius, bifliop of Aoiafia, M. de Valols has difcovcrcd 
(sd Ammian. xiv. 6.) that this was a new faihion $ that bcars» wolves, 
lion:i, and tygers, woods, hunting matches, &c. were reprefentcd in 
embroidery \ and that the more pious coxcombs fubftituted tltc figure or 
legend of foxnc favourite fai|t(. 

" infolenc 
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^^iiifoleiit commafid, and ^>propdate t6 their 
^^ own ufe the ccmveniencies which were do- 
^^ figned for the Romaa people. If, in thefe phces 
^^ of mixed and general refort, they meet any of 
*^ the ii^amous minifters of their pieafures, Uiey 
^^ exprefe their affedion by a tender embrace ; 
^^ while they proudly decline the falutations of 
^^ their fellow-citizens, who are not pavmitted to 
^* afpire above the honour of kiffing their hands, 
^^ or their knees. As foon as they have indulged 
^^ themfelves in the refrefliment of the bath, they 
^ refume their rings, and the other enfigns of 
^* their dignity } feled from their private ward- 
^* robe of the fined linen, fuch as might fuffice 
^^ for a dozen perfons, the garments the mod 
«^ agreeable to their fancy, and maintain till their 
^' dq)arture the fame haughty demeanour ; which 
^ perhaps might have been excufed in the great 
« MarceHus, after the conqueft of Syracufe. 
^^ Sometimes, indeed, thefe heroes undertake 
^^ more arduous atchievements ; they vifit their 
*^ eftates in Italy, and procure themfelves, by the 
^* toil of fervile hands, the amufements of the 
^^chace^'. If at any time, but more efpecially 
** on a hot day, they have courage to fail, in 
*^ their painted gallies, from the Lucrine lake ^ 

" to 

S9 See Pliry*s Epiftlcs, i. 6. * Three large wild boart were allored and 
taken in the toils, without interrupting the ftudiea of the philofopltic 
fportfman. 

40 The chaBge from the inaufptcioat word Avemut^ which flands in the 
text, ia immatcriaL The two lakes, Avemut and Lucrinus, commuDicattd 
with each oth«r« and were fiUhiooed by tiie ftvpendous molffs of Agrippa 
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. **to iiuat dentnt villas on the iiea-coaft of Pa- chapi 

• XXXI 

<«teoli aad Cayeta^', they compare their ofvm 
^^ expeditions, to the inarches of Casfar and Alex« 
^^ ander. Yet flio]iild a fly prefume to fettle on 
^<the filk^n fdds of their gilded umbrellas; 
^' ihould a fun-beam penetrate through fbme un-i 
«< guarded and impercepdble chink, they deplore 
" their iptolerable hardfliips^ and lament, in 
^^affeded language, that they were not bomjn 
** the land of the Cimmerians ^^, the regions of 
*' eternal darknefs. In thefe journies intp the 
" country *% the whole body of the houfehold 
** marches with their mafter. In the lame man^ 
*^ ner as the cavalry and infantry, the heavy and 

into the Julitn port» which opened, through a narrow entrance* into tji« 
gTilph of Puteon. Virgil, who refided on the fpot, has defcribed (Georgic ii. 
161.) this work a€ the moment of its execution ; and Ms oomnMiitators» 
e^ciaUy Catrous have derived much light Jrom Strabo» Suetoniut, and 
Dion* Earthquakes and volcanos have changed the face of the country, and 
turned the Locrine lake, flnce the year i^jl^t into the^ Monte Nnovo. See 
Caioilkk PeUegrino Difeorii della Casn|Nima<Felicey p. 139^ »4^ Arc AntoiA 
Sanfelicii Campania, p. 13. 88. 

4> Tfie regn'a Cumana ec Puteolana ; loca caeteroqui Talde ejt^etenda, 
ioteipeUaocivna autem nMiltitttdioe pctne fugienda. Cicero ad Attic xvl. 
'7- 

4t The proverbial expre^on of Cimm:nan darknefs was originally borrowed 
ftom the defonption of HoQicr (in the eleventh book of the Odyflby), vrhich 
he applies to a remote and fabulous country on the ihores of the ocean* See 
Zrafmi Adagia^ in his works, torn. ii,p. 593. the Leyden edition. 

4) We may- karn ftom Seneca, epift. cxxiii. tliree curious drcumftanccs 
relative to the journies of the Romans, i. They were preceded by a troop 
of Numidian light horfe, who announced, by a cloud of duft, the approach 
of a great man. a. Their baggage mules traaf^ortfed not only the precious 
vafes, hot even the fragile veflcls of chryftal and murra^ which lad is almoft 
pfx>vedf by the learned French tranflator of Seneca (torn. iii. p. 402— 4«a.), 
to mean the porcelain of China and Japan. ). The beautiful faces of the 
young Haves were covered with a medicated cruA, or ointment| which 
fecured them again(| the effects of the fun and frofl. 

"the 
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c H A R <( the Ii|;ht antaed tnaopt, the adYUoed gvord 

*^amd the rear^ are marihalled by die Ikill of 

** their military leaders ; fo the domeikic officers, 

^^ who bear a rod, as an ttfiga of authority, dif- 

** tribute and arrange the numerous train of 

«< flaves and attendants, llie baggage and ward- 

**robe movie in the front} and are immediately 

^ followed by a multitude of codu, aai inferior 

^ minifters, employed in the fervice of the kit* 

^* chens, and of the table. The main body is 

*^ eompofed of a promifcuous crowd <^ flaves, 

^^ mcreafed by the accidental concourfe of idle 

^ or dependent plebeians. The rear is clofed by 

*^ the favourite band of eunochs« diftributed from 

^^ age to youth, according to the order of fe- 

*^ niority. Their numbers, and their deformity, 

*' excite the horror of the indignant fpeftators, 

•• who are ready to execrate the memory of 

*^ Semiramis, for the cruel art which flie invented, 

^ of firuftrating the purpofes of nature, and of 

** blading in the bud the hopes of future gene- 

*^ rations. In the exercife of domeftic jurifdic- 

** tion, the nobles of Rome exprels an ezquifite 

^^ fenfibility for any perfonal injury, suid a con* 

'* temptuous indifference for the reft of the human 

^^fpecies. When they have called for warm 

*^ water, if a flave has been tardy in his obedience, 

^^ he is inftantly chaftifed with three hundred 

*^ lafiies : but (hould the fame flave commit a 

*< wilful murder, the matter will mildly obferve, 

" that he is a worthlefs fellow ; but that, if he 

'* repeats the offence, he fiiall not efcape puniih* 

X " ment. 
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«ment. HofpitaHly was formerly th|e virtue of cj^'a.,p- 
^^the Romans; and tvexy ftranger, who could 
"plead either merit or misfortune, was relieved 
" or TewzrdtAj by their generdity. At prefent, 
^if a foreigner, perhaps of no contemptible 
^'raok, is introduced to one of the proud and 
"wealthy fenators, he is welcome indeed in the 
" $r(l audience, with fuch warm profeffions, and 
"fuch kind inquiries, that he retires, enchanted 
" with the afiability of his illuftrious friend^ 
" and fall of regret that he had fo long delayed 
" his journey to Rome, the native feat of man- 
" ners, as well as of empire. Secure of a favour- 
" able reception, he repeats his vifit the enfuing 
" day, and is mortified by the difcovery, that his 
" perfon, his name, and his country, are already 
"forgotten. If he ftill has refolution to perfe- 
" verc, he is gradually numbered in the train of 
"dependents, and obtains the permiffion to pay 
" his afliduous and unprofitable court to a haughty 
" patron, incapable of gratitude or friendfliip ; 
" who fcarcely deigns to remark his prefence, his 
" departure, or his return. Whenever the rich 
" prepare a folemn and popular entertainment ** ; 
" whenever they celebrate, with profufe and per- 

** nicious 

44 DiAribiitto folcranium iportularum. Theffi§rtttJa, or fj/wrtell^p, were 
Cmall bafketSy fuppofed to contain a quantity of hot provi(ioDs, of the value 
of looquadrantesy or twclvepence halfpenny, which wertf ranged in order 
in tht haU, and oftentatioufly diftributed to the hungry or fervile crowd, 
who waited at the door. This indelicate cuftom is very frequently men- 
tioned in the epigrams of M.vcial> and the fatires of JuvenaL See iikewife 

V«L, V, T Suetonius, 
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6 H A P. «nic!ous luxury, their private banquets; the 
^' choice of the guefts is the fubjeft of anxious 
^* deliberation. The modeft, the fober, and 
f^ the learned, are feldom preferred } and the 
^* nomenclators, who are commonly fwayed by 
*' interefted motives, have the addrefs to infert, 
^* in the lift of invitations, the obfcure names of 
f* the moft worthlefs of mankind. But the fre- 
^< quent and Bimiliar companions of the great, 
f^ are thofe parafites, who pradife the moft ufe- 
** ful of all arts, the art of flattery ; who eagerly 
*' applaud each word, and every action, of their 
f* immortal patron ; gaze with rapture on his 
5^ marble columns, and variegated pavements ; 
f^ and ftrenuoufly praife the pomp and elegancy 
^< which he is taught to coniider as a part of his 
** perfonal merit. At the Roman tables, the 
" birds, ihtfquirrcls *% or the fi(h, which appear 



Suftonlot, in Claud, c. xi. in Ncron. c. i6. In Dcmitian. c 4. 7. Thefc 
^d(kets of provifioQt were afterwards converted inco large piei«s of goiv' 
and filver eoin, or plate, which >vfre mutually given and accepted even fy 
thepcrfon&of the higheft rank (fee Symmach. epift. iv. 55 ix. 124. and 
Mifcf.1. p. 2560* on folemn occafions, of confMllhips, inairiagri| /k(* 

45 The want of an Englifii name obligei me to refer to the coronioo 
genus of fquirreUi the Latin gUi, the French loir^ a little animal w^ 
inhabits the woods, and remains torpid in cold weather (Src Plin. Hitt. 
^atur. viii. 8a. Buffon, Hift. Naturcllc, torn. viii. p. 15S. IftnMuVi 
SynopHs of Qtttdrupedsy p. 189.]. The art of rearing and fatteniag great 
numbers of ^firti was prad^ifed in Roman villas, as a pro^table article of 
ruial ccconomy (Varro, de Re Ruftic4, iii. 15). The exccilivc demand 
of tliem for luxurious tables, was tacreafed by the fooii/h prohibitions of 
the Ctnfors ^ and it is reported, that they are fHU eftecmed in modem 
^ome, and ye frequently fent as prefents by the Colonna princes (See 
^roticfj (he U(l editor of Pliny, torn. ii. p« 458. apud Barbou, 1779*)* 

3 <*of 
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*^ of an uncomhion fize, are contemplated with c h a p. 

^^ curious attention ; a pair of fcales is accurately 

'^ applied) to afcertain their real weight ; and^ 

^^ while the more rational guefts are difgufted by 

'' the vain and tedious repetition, notaries are 

'' fummoned to atteft, by an authentic record, 

^ the truth of fuch a marvellous event. Another 

^^ method of introduction into the houfes and 

^' fociety of the great, is derived from the pro« 

^^ feifion of gaming, or, as it is more politely 

^ ftyled, of play. The confederates are united 

*^ by a AriQt and indiifoluble bond of friendfiiip, 

^^ or rather of confpiracy ; a fuperior degree of 

" ikill in the Tejffirarian art (which may be in- 

^' terpreted the game of dice and tables^) is a 

*^ fure road to wealth and reputation. A matter 

'' of that fublime fcience, who in a fupper, or 

^' aflembly, is placed below a magillrate, difplays 

^^ in his countenance the furprife and indignation, 

^* which Cato might be fuppofed to feel, when he 

^* was refufed the prastorfliip by the votes of a 

** capricious people. The acquifiiion of know* 



46 This gtrne, which might be tnnflatcd by the more familiar namet 
«f tri^roff or haekgramm^Hf was a favourite aniiifenicnt of the ^3iW9l¥ 
Romans; and ol<i Mucius ScaevoU, the Uwycr, lud the reputation of a 
very Ikilfui player. Jt was called /mdus duodtitm fcriptQrumt Iroin the cwtlvt 
fcriptm^ or lineta which equally divided the aUnlus^ or table. On tbcfe^ 
the two armies, the white and the black, each confifl^ng of fifteen men, or 
caUulif were regularly placed, and alicmately moved, according to the lawA 
of tlie game; and the chances of tlie tej/ent, or dice. Dr. Hyde, who 
diligently traces the hiftory and varieties of the ntrdUudmM (a name of 
Pei6c etymology) from Ireland to Japan, pouts forth, on t^iis .trifling fub^ 
jt'd^, a fopious torrent of cialTic and Oriental learning. See Syntagma 
OiflTcrtat. torn. ii. p*2J7— 405. 
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cc 
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CHAP. <« ledge feldom engages the cariolity of the no- 
^^ bles, who abhor the fatigue, and difdain the 
** advantages, of ftudy j and the only hooks which 
** they perufe are the fatires of Juvenal, and the 
^ verbofe and fabulous hiftories of Marius Mazi- 
".mus*\ The libraries which they have inhe- 
^* rited from their fathers, are fecluded, like 
*• dreary fepulchres, from the light of day **. 
•* But the coftly inftruments of the theatre, flutes, 
*^ and enormous lyres, and hydraulic organs, are 
" conftructed for their ufe ; and the harmony of 
vocal and inllru mental mufic is inceiTantly 
repeated in the palaces of Rome. In thofe 
palaces, found is preferred to fenfe, and the 
** care of the body to that of the mind. It is 
*' allowed as a falutary maxim, that the light 
^' and frivolous fufpicion of a contagious malady, 
" is of fufficient weight to excufe the vifits of the 
** mofl: intimate friends ; and even the fervants, 
*' who are difpatched to make the decent inqui- 
** ries, are not fuffered to return home, till they 
*' have undergone the ceremony of ,a previous 
*' ablution. Yet this felfifh and unmanly deli- 
*' cacy occafionally yields to the more imperious 
* ** paffion of avarice. The profpeft of gain will 

47 Marius Maximus, homo omnium vcrbofiflTimus, qui, et mythiilo- 
. rlcis fe voluminibus implicavit. Vopifcus, in Hi A. Auguft. p. S41 He 

wrote the lives of the emperors, from Trajan to Alexander Sevenis. See 
Gerard^ Vo(nusdeHiftoricis Latin. 1. ii. c. 3. in liis works, vol. iv. p* $7' 

48 This fatire is ptobubly exaggerated. The Saturnalia of Macrobiusi 
. and the Eplflles of Jerom, afford fati»fa£tory proofs, that Chriibao tbcolos7> 

andclafiic literature, were itudiouily cultivated by feveral Romans, of bod) 
fexes, and of the higheft rank. 

«* urge 
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^ urge a rich and gouty fenator as far as Spoleto ; c h a p» 

** every fentiment of arrogance and dignity is 

*' fubdued by the hopes of an inheritance, or 

** even of a legacy ; and a wealthy, childlefs 

** citizen is the moft powerful of the Romans. 

** The art of obtaining the fignature of a favour- 

^* able teftarnent, and fometimes of haftening the 

•* moment of its execution, is perfedly under<» 

^^ flood ; and it has happened, that in the fame 

" houfe, though in different apartments, a huf* 

*' band and a wife, with the laudable delign of 

** over-reaching each other, have fummoned 

** their refpeftive lawyers, to declare, at the fame 

** time, their mutual, but contradiftory, interi- 

*• tions. The diftrefs which follows and chaftifes 

** extravagant luxury, often reduces the great to 

** the ufe of the moft humiliating expedients. 

*^ When they defire to borrow, they employ the 

** bafe and fupplicating ftyle of the flave . in the 

*' comedy j but when they are called upon to 

•^ pay, they affurae the royal and tragic declama- 

*^ tion of the grandfons of Hercules. If the de- 

" mand is repeated, they readily procure fome 

«^ trufty fycophant, inftrufted to maintain a charge 

** of poifon, or magic, againft the infolent cre- 

•* ditor ; who is feldom releafed from prifon, till 

** he has figned a difcharge of the whole debt. 

** Thefe vices, which degrade the moral charafter 

** of the Romans, are mixed with a puerile fuper- 

** ftition, that difgraces their underftanding. 

** They liften with confidence to the prediftions 

♦* of harufpices, who pretend ta read, in the 

'. ' • T 3 " entrails 
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CHAP. *• entrails of victims, the figns of future greatnefs 
J ^.-»!i- " and profperity ; and there are many who do not 
•• prefume cither to bathe, or to dine, or to appear 
*• in public, till they have diligently confulted, 
*• according to the rules of aftrology, the fitoa- 
" tion of Mercury, and the afpeft of the moon*', 
** It is fingular enough, that this vain credulity 
•* may often be difcovered among the prophanc 
" fceptics, who impioufly doubt, or deny, the 
" exiftence of a celeftlal power.** 
$tateand In populous cities, which are the feat of 
the ptopte commerce and manufaftures, the middle ranks 
•f Rome, ^f inhabitants, who derive their fubfiftence from 
the dexterity, or labour, of their hands, are com- 
monly the moft prolific, the moft ufcful, and, in 
that fenfe, the moft refpedlable, part of the com- 
myniiy. But the plebeians of Rome, who dif- 
dained fuch fcdentary and fervile arts, had been 
cpprefled, from the earlieft times, by the weight 
of debt and ufury ; and the hulbandman, during 
the term of his military fervice, was obliged to 
abandon the cultivation of his farm **. The lands 
of Italy, which had been originally divided among 
the families of free and indigent proprietors, 
were infenfibly purchafed, or ufurped, by the 

4^ M.crobius, the friend of cbcfe Roman noblet, oonfidered thefbr$:> 
fhc I a I If, or at leait the figns^ of future cveau (de Somn. Scipiofi. l** 
«• 19. p. 68. V 

49 Tw h.ftorie% oi Livy (fee p«rticubriy vi. 36) «re full of theater- 
iion« of the rich, and the futfertngs of the poor debtors. The melanclx^} 
aory ot a brave old foldicr ^Dionyf. Hal. 1. vi. c. a6 p. 347. edit. Htt<ifor. 
aiid Li\yf ii. 13.). mutt have been frequently repeated in thofe priroitivr 
timet, which have been fo undcfervtdly praifed* 

avarice 
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avarice of the nobles ; and in the age which pre- c H a p» 
ceded the fall of the. republic, it was computed^ 
that only two thodfand cltizens^ were^pofleflred of 
any independent fubilance '^ Yet as long as the 
people beftowedy by their faffrages, the honours^ 
of the (late, the command of the legions^ and 
(he adminiftration of wealthy provinces, their 
confcious pride alleviated, in fome meafare, the 
hard(hip8 of poverty ; and their wants were feau 
fonably fupplied by the ambitbus liberality of the 
candidates, who afpired to fecure a venal ma« 
jority in the thirty-five tribes, or the hundred and 
ninety-three centuries, of RotOce. Bat when the 
prodigal commons had imprudently alienated not 
only the ttfe^ but the inbetitance^ of power,- they 
fuiJi:, under the reign of the €asfars^ into a vile 
and wretched populace, which muft, in a few 
generations, have been totally extingui(hed, if it 
had not been continually recruited by the manu- 
miffion of ilaves, and the influx of ftrangers. As 
early as the time of Hadrian, it was the juft com- 
plaint of the ingenuous natives, thslt the capital 
had. attraded the vices of the univerfe, and thd 
manners of the moft oppofite nations. The in- 
temperance of the Gauls, the cunning and levity 
of the Greeks, the favage obftinacy of the Egyp- 
) tians and Jews^ the fervile temper of the Afiatics, 



'0 Kon cfTe in civitMc duo milUa homlnom qal rem baherent. Cicero. 
OtTic. Ii.2i. and Comment. Paul* Manut. in edit. Or«v. This va|;iit 
computation was made A. U. C. 649. in a fprech of the tribune Phiiippits, 
and it was hii ohjefty at well a9 tl)ac of the. Gracchi (fee Pluurch j^ to 
^ff^ijre, and |>erhjf>s to exaggerate, the mifer/ of tbe oommon people. 

T4 and 



MO 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 
XXXf. 



Public dif. 
trihutionof 
breadj 
hacon, oil. 



ahd the diflblute, effemiifate proftitudon of the 
Syrians, were mingled in the various multitude ; 
which, under the proud and falfe denomination 
of Romans, prefumed to defpife their fellow* 
fobjefts, and even their fovereigns, who dwelt 
beyond the precinds of the eternal city '*. 

Yet the name of that city was ftill pronounced 
with refpe£t : the frequent and capricious tumults 
of its inhabitants were indulged with impunity; 
and the fucceflbrs of Conftantine, inftead of crufh- 
ing the laft remains of the democracy, by the 
ftrong arm of military power, embraced the mild 
policy of Auguftus, and ftudied to reKeve the 
poverty, and to amufe the idlenefs, of an innu* 
merable people '\ L For the convenience of the 
lazy plebeians, the monthly diftributions of corn 



51 See the third Satire (60— *125.) of Javcnal> who indigoantly com- 
pUins, 

■ Quamvis quota portio faecis Ach«i '. 
Jampridem Syrus in Tibcrim defluxit Orontes i 
£c iinsuain ec mores, ibc 
Seneca, when he propofes to comfort his mother (Conlblat. ad Hciv* c 6.) 
by the refiedlion, that a great part of mankind were In a A air of exile, 
reminde her how few of the inhabitants of Home were born in the city. 

St Almofl all that nt faid of the bread, bacon, oil, wine, &c. may be 
be found in the fourteenth book of the Theodolian Code $ which exprtCiLT 
treats oixhcpolke of the grrat cities. See particularly the titles iil. iv. xv. xvi. 
xvii. xxiv. The collntf ral tcftimoniea are produced in Godcfroy's Com- 
■lentary, a«)d it Is needle Hi to tranfcribe them« According to a taw of 
Throdofius, wluch appr..'ciates In money the military allowance, apiece of 
gold (eleven niillin£,s) was equivalent to eighty pounds of bacon, or to 
<ighty pounds of oil, or to twelve mo.lii (or pecks) of fait (Cod. Theod. 
1. viii. tit iv. IC5. 17.). This equation, compared with another, of fcvcnty 
pounds of bacon for in»/trrj>h^a (Cod. Theod. 1. xiv. tic. iv. lejr. 4.}, fixes the 
• j>ncc of wine at about fixtecn pence the gallon. 



were 
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•were converted into a daiily allowance of bread ; c h a p. 

XXXI 

a great number of ovens wzs conflru£l:ed and 
maintained at the public expence; and at the 
appointed hour, each citizen, who was furnifhed 
with a ticket, afcendcd the flight of fteps, which 
had been afligned to his peculiar quarter or divi* 
fion, and received, either as a gift, or at a very 
low price, a loaf of bread of the weight of three 
pounds for the ufe of his family. IL The fo* 
refts of Lucania, whofe acorns fattened large 
droves of wild hogs ", afforded, as a fpecies of 
tribute, a plentiful fupply of cheap and whole- 
feme meat. During five months of the year, a 
regular allowance of bacon was diflributed to the 
poorer citizens ; and the annual confumption of 
the capital, at a time when it was much declined 
from Its former luftre, was afcertained, by an 
edift of Valentinian the Third, at three millions 
fix hundred and twenty-eight thonfand pounds ^\ 
III. In the manners of antiquity, the ufe of oil 
was indifpenfable for the lamp, as well as for the 
bath ; and the annual tax, which was impofed on 
Africa for the benefit of Rome, amounted to the 
weight of three millions of pounds, to the mea^ 
furc, perhaps, of three hundred thoufand Englifh 
gallons. IV. The anxiety of Auguftus to provide 

5! The anonymous author of the Dcfcriptlon of the World (p. 14.) in 
torn. id. Geograph. Minor, Hudfon) obferves of Lucania, in his barbaroua 
Latin, Reglo obtima, cc ipfa omnibus haLundans, et lardum muitum foras 
eniittit* Propter quod eft in n.ontibus,* cajus sefcam animaiium vart^m, 
Jcc. 

J4 Sec NottU. ad calcem Cod. Theod. D. Valent, 1. i.. tit. xv. This law 
was publidicd at Rome, June the Z9th, A. D. 45a. 

Q the 
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CHAP, the metropolis with fuffident plenty of corn,, was not 

extended beyond that neceflary article of human 
fubfiftence ; and when the popular clamour ac- 
cufed the dearnefs and fcarcity of wine, a procla- 
mation was iffued, by the grave reformer, to 
remind his fubjefts, that no man could reafonably 
complain of third, fmce the aqueduds of Agrippa 
bad introduced into the city fo many copious 
ftreams of pure and falubrious water ". This 
rigid fobriety was infenfibly relaxed ; and, al* 
though the generotis defign of Aurelian** docs 
not appear to have been executed in its full ex- 
tent, the ufe of wine was allowed on very eafy 
and liberal terms* The adn>iniftration of the 
public cellars was delegated to a magiftrate of 
honourable rank ; and a condderable part of the 
vintage of Campania was referved for the for- 
tunate inhabitants of Rome, 
uftfof the The ftupendous aquedufts, fo juftly celebrated 
by the praifes of Auguftus himfelf, replenilhed 
the Themia^ or baths, which had been conftruded 
in every part of the city, with Imperial magnifi- 
cence* The baths of Antoninus Caracalla, which 
were open, at dated hours, for the indifcrtminate 
fervice of the fehators and the people, contained 
above fixteea hundred feats of marble \ and more 



55 Socton. in Auguft. c. 4s. The utmoft dcbaveh of the emperor 
himfejt, in h(> favourite wine of Rhscia, never exceeded a fextsriia {tk 
Ingirfl) pint). Id. c. 77. Torrentius ad Loc. and ArfaoCbnot^ Tabks, 
p. ?6, 

56 His 6tUpi was to plane vineyards along the fea-coaft of Hetnirb 
(Vopifcusi in Hil>. Auguft. p. 125} 3 tlie dreary^ wn^lMkfonie, nnculti* 
v^tcd AUrcmmi of modtm Tufcanj. 

than 
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than three tboufand were reckcmed in the baths chap. 
of Diocletian". The walls of the lofty apart- Jl^^ 
ments were covered with curious mofaics, that 
imitated the art of the pencil in the elegance of 
deHgn, and the variety of colours. The Egyp* 
tian granite was beautifully incrufted with the 
precious green marble of Numidia ; the per- 
petual ftream of hot water was poured into the 
capacious bafons, through fo many wide mouths 
of bright and maflfy filver; and the meaneft 
Roman could purcbafe, with a fmall copper coin, 
the daily enjoyment of a fcene of pomp and luxury^ 
which might excite the envy of the kings of 
Alia *'. From thefe ftately palaces iffued a fwarm 
of dirty and ragged plebeians, without {hoes, and 
without a mande ; who loitered away whole days 
in the ftreet or Forum, to hear news, and to hold 
difputes ; who diflipated, in extravagant gaming, 
the miferable pittance of their wives and children ; 
and fpent the hours of the night in obfcure taverns, 
and brothels, in the indulgence of grofs and vulgar 
fenfuality **• 



i7 Olympicdor. apud Phot. p. 197. 

S^ Seneca (epi/loK ixxxvl.) compares the baths of Scipio Afrlcanus, at 
hb viila of Utemum, with the mRgnificence (which was continually in- 
crcafing) pf the public batlis of Rome, long before the ftately Thermw 
of Antoninus and Dicc)etian were eredted. The quadrar.s paid foradmi^Tion 
was the quarter of the ai, about one eighth of an £ngl;/h penny. 

59 Ammianus (1. xiv. c. 6. and 1. xxvlii. c. 4.), after defcnbing tht 
iux:iry and pride of the oobles of Rome* expofes,, with equal indignation* 

tkc \,i€i> and foilicjj of iJie cpmnion people. 

But 
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But the mod lively and fplendid amufemeiit of 
the idle multitude, depended on the frequent ex- 
camesand hibition of public games and fpeftacles. The 
piety of Chriftian princes had fupprefled the 
inhuman combats of gladiators ; but the Roman 
people ftill coniidered the Circus as their home, 
their temple, and the feat of the republic. The 
impatient crowd ruflied at the dawn of day to 
fecure their places, and thete were many who pafied 
a fleeplefs and anxious night in the adjacent por- 
ticos. From the morning to the evening, care- 
lefs of the fun, or of the rain, the fpeftators, who 
fometimes amounted to the number of four hun- 
dred thoufand, remained in eager attention ; their 
eyes fixed on the horfes and charioteers, their 
' ' minds agitated with hope and fear, for the fuccefs 
of the colours which they efpoufed : and the hap- 
pinefs of Rome appeared to hang on the eveni of 
a race ^. The fame immoderate ardour infpired 
their clamours, and their applaufe, as often as 
they were entertained with the hunting of wild 
beads, and the various modes of theatrical re- 
prefentation. Thefe reprefentations in modern 
capuals may deferve to be confidered as a pure 
and elegant fchool of tafte, and perhaps of vir- 
tue. But the Tragic and Comic Mufe of the Ro- 

*o Juvenal. Satirrxi. 1 91, &c. The cxpredions of tlie hlHorlan Amml- 
anos are not lefs Hrongand animated than thofe of the fatuiil ; and both the 
one and the other painted from the life. The numbers which the great Circcf 
was capaMe of receiving, are taken from the orig\ra! N-Mtta of the cirj . 
The differences between them prove tl.at they did not tranfcribe tacli 
otiur; but the fum may appear incredible, iliou^h the country on ihtft 
occafions ftocked to the city. 

mans. 
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mam, who feldooi afpired beyond the imitation chap. 
of Attic genius *', had been almoft totally filent ^^^* 
fmce the fall of the republic ^'^ ; and their place 
xvas unworthily occupied by licentious farce, ef- 
feminate muTic, and fplendid pageantry. The 
pantomimes ^\ who maintained their reputation 
from the age of Auguftus to the fixth century, 
expreflfed without the ufe of words, the varioua 
fables of the gods and heroes of antiquity ; and 
the perfection of their art, which fometimes di£< 
armed the gravity of the philofopher, always ez<- 
cited the applaufe and wonder of the people* 
The vaft and magnificent theatres of Rome wer^ 
filled by three thoufand female dancers, and by 
three thoufand fingers, with the mafters of the 
refpedlive chorulTes. Such was the popular fa* 
vour which they enjoyed, that, in a time of 
fcarcity, when aU Grangers were banifhed fron^ 
the city, the merit of contributing to the public 

•' Sometimes Indf cd they compofcd original pieces. 
- -Vcftigia Ofaeca 
A oil deferere ct celebrare domcftica fada. 
Horat. Epiflol. ad Pifones, 285. and the learned, though perplexed, note of 
Dacier, who might have allowed the name of tragedies to the Brutus and 
the Demt of Pacovius, or to tho Caf of Materous. The OOavia, afcribed 
to one of the Senecas, ftill remains a very unfavourable fpecimen of Roman 
tragedy. 

^* In the time of Qutntilian and Pliny, a tragic poet was reduced to the 
imperfe^ method of hiring a great room, and reading his play to the com* 
pany, whom he invited for that purpofe (See Dialog, de Oratoribas, c« 9. ii* 
and Piin. Epiftol. vii. 17). 

6} See the Dialogue of Lucian, intitled, De Saltatione, torn. ii. p» i65«« 
3x7. edit. Reitz. The pantomimes obtained the honourable name of 
Xst^ooo^ ; and it was required, that they ibould be converfant with almoft 
every art and fcience. Burette (in the Memoires de 1* Academic des Infcrip- 
tions, torn. i. p. 117, Ac.) has given a fliort biAory of the art of pan* 
tonumes. 

pleafares 
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CHAP, pleafures exempted them from a law, which was 
\->>,-L ftridly executed againft the profeflbrs of the liberal 

arts'*. 
popuioof. It is iaid, that the foolifli curiofity of Eiaga* 
f^, balus attempted to difcover, from the quantity of 
fpiders webs, the namber of the inhabitants of 
Rome. A more rational method of enquiry 
might not have been undeferving of the attention 
of the wifeft princes, who could eafily have re- 
folved a queftion fo important for the Roman go- 
vernment, and fo interefting to fucceeding ages. 
The births and deaths of the citizens were duly 
regiftered ; and if any writer of antiquity had 
condefcended to mention the annual amount, or 
the common average, we might now produce 
fome fatisfadtory calculation, which would deftroy 
the extravagant aflertions of critics, and perhaps 
confirm the modeft and probable conjc£iures of 
philoibphers ^'. The mofl diligent refisarches 
have coUeAed only the following circumftances ; 
which, flight and imperfed as they are, may 
tend, in fom^ degree, to illuftrjite the queftion of 
the pq>uloufnefs of ancient Rome. I. When 
the capital of the empire was befieged by the 

^ Ammianus, 1. xtv. c. 6* He complains^ wit^i deccpt iodignationy ilui 
the ftreets of Rome were filled with crowds ot females, who might have 
f WcB children to theftate, but whofe only occupation wa< to curl and drcfs 
their hair, and jadari volubilibui gyrisi dum exprimunt innumcm fioiulacri, 
q«« finxere fabolc theatniet. 

6$ Lipflai (torn. iii. p. 413. de Magnittid. RomaRa, 1. ijl c 3O aiid 
Ifaac Vofllus (Obfcrvat. Var. p. i6<— 34.) have indulged flrange drearo^ 0/ 
four, or eight, or fourteen millions in Rome. Mr. Kume(Eflays, vol. i. 
P 4S^*"4S7 )> ^'^^ admirabie ^ood finife and fcepiicifin* betrays fome f^crrt 
difpoTition to extenuate tlie populoufnefi of ancient limes. 

Goths, 
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firotht) the circuit of the walls was accurately ^^ a p. 
meafuredy by Ammoiuus, the mathematidaa, 
who found it equal to twenty-one miles ^. It 
jbould not be forgotten, that the form of the city 
was almoft that of a circle; the geometric^ 
figure which is known to contain the largeft fpace 
within any given circumference* II. The archi* 
ted Vitruvius, who flouriihed in the Auguftan 
age, and whofe . evidence, on this occafion, has 
pecaliar weight and authority, obferves, that the 
innumerable habitations of the Roman people 
would have fpread themfelves far beyond the nar* 
row limits of the city ; and that the want of 
ground, which was probably contracted on every 
fide by gardens and villas, fuggefted the common^ 
though inconvenient, pradice of raifmg the houfes 
to a confiderablfs height in the air^^ But the 
lofttneis of thefe buildings, which often confiiled 
of hafty v^ork, and infufEcient materials, was the 
caufe of frequent and fatal accidents ; and it was 
repeatedly ena£ted by Auguftus, as well as by 
^ero, that the height pf private edifices, within 
the walls of Rome, &ould not exceed the mea- 
ftjire pf feventy feet from the ground ". III. Ju- 
venal 

66 Olymj^'od^r. f p. Phot. p. 197. See Fabricii|Sy Bibl, Gnec. toin« ix« 
p 400. 

<7 In ca aiitem majeftate urbis, etcivium infiniti frcqu^ntii innumerabikj 
habiutiones oput fuic explicare. Ergo cum reciperc non poflet area plaiu 
tantam muUicudinem in urbe, ad auxilium altitudini» sdificiorum res ipia 
coegic devenire. Vitniv> il S. This p^iflagei which i owe to Voffius, U 
deary ftrong, and comprehenfiye. 

68 The fttcccffive teAimonies of Pliny» Ariftides» Ciaudian, RutUius, ^c. 
prove the inrafficiency of tbeie reftiidUvc edi^s. See Lmfiusi de Masnkud, 
jUflfan^j L ill. c. ^« 

rr^ — ^T*. 
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c H A r, venal *• laments, as it ihould feem from hi^ own 

XXXL 

experience, the hardfliips of the poorer citizens^ 
to vfhom he addrefTes the falutary advice of emu 
grating, without dday, from the fmoke of Rome, 
iince they might purchafe, in the Iktle towns of 
Italy, a cheerful conmiodious dwelling, at the 
fame price which they annually paid for a dark 
and miferable lodging. Houfe^rent was there- 
fore immoderately dear : the rich acquired, at an 
enoHHOus expence, the ground, which they co* 
vered with palaces and gardens ; but the body <^ 
the Roman people was crowded into a narrow 
fpace; and the diflferent floors, and apartments, 
of the fame houfe, were divided, as it is ftill the 
cuftom of Paris, and other cities, among feveral 
families of plebeians. IV. The total number of 
houfes in the fourteen regions of the city, is ac« 
curately ftated in the defcription of Rome, com- 
pofed under the reign of ^Theodofius, and they 
amount to forty» eight thoufand three hundred and 

-Tabu lata tibi jam tcrtia fumant 



T« nefcis; nam li gradtbus trepidatur ab imift 
Ultimus ardcbit, quern ttgulafoia tuctur 
A pluvia. 

JuYcnal. Satir. iii. 19^ 

^ Read the whole third fatire, but particularly 166. azj, Ac. TI»e 
tJ^fcription of a crowded 'mfu/a, or lodging- houfe, in Pctronius (c. 95. 97.), 
perfectly tallies with the complaints of Juvenal; and wc learn from kgal au- 
thority, that in tl»c time of Augurtus (Hcinneccius, Hift. Jurii Roman. 
c. IV. p 181.), the ordinary rent of the feveral c^nacu'a, or apartmcntt of an 
iifu/a, annually produced forty thoufand feftcrces, betwcta three and four 
hundred pounds fterling (Pandecl. 1. xix» tit. li. N«> 30.) ; a fum which 
proves at once the large extent, and high value, of tliofc common buiW- 

eighty- 
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(^ehtV-two ^. The two dafles of demus and ot ,c n a c< 
lij^Af, into which they are divided, include ail -^ ^^-^ ^ 
the habitations of the capital, of every rank and 
condition, from the marble palace of the Anicii, 
with a numerous eftablifhment of freedmto and 
iiaves, to the lofty and narrow lodgihg-houfef 
where the poet Godrus, and his wife, wer^ pet^ 
mitted to hife a wretched garret immediately 
under the tiles. If we adopt the fatne average^ 
which, under fimilar circumftances, has beei» 
feund applicable to Paris ^', aiid iridifFerehtlj^ 
allow about twenty-five perfons for each houfe, of 
every degree, we iniy faurly eftimate the inha- 
bitants of Rome at twelve hundred thoufand : d 
number which cannot be thought exceflive for 
die capital of a mighty empire, though it exceeds 
the populoufnefs of the great^ft cities of modem 
Europe'*. 

Such was the (late; of Rome under the reign of nrn Gttt 
Hondrius; at the time when the Gothic army J^hJcSb.? 
formed the fiege, or rather the blockade, of the a. d. 40*! 
city '^ By a ikilful difpofition of his numerous 

forces^ 

7* Thii foih total is compofed of 17S0 domuSf or grtat houfes, of 46,60s 
nH^» or plebebm habltatioas (fee Nardmi, Roma Antica,- I. ill. p. SIS-.) ; 
and tkefe nnmbcn are afccrtained by the agreement of the texts of the dif- 
UnniN$tUia, Nardiniy Uviii, p. 4981 500. 

U Sc€ that accurate writer M. de Me/Tance, Recherches fur la Population, 
p.'i7|— >iS7. From probable » or certain grouods, he aifigot to Parit 
^hS^S boofesy 7ifi>4 families, and 576,630 iuhabitants. « 

7» This compQtatlon is not very different from that which M. Efroticr, the 
laft editor of Tacitus (torn. ii. p. 380. }< kas^afiumed from fimilar principles $ 
tliough he feemi to aim at a degree of prccifion, which it is neither poflib!* 
&or important to obtain. 

h For the ovenu of the firft fiege of Rome, which are often confounded 
with thofe of the fecond and. third, fee Zofimus^ 1, t. p. 3^0—354. 

Voi.V. IT Soiomen, 
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CHAP, forcei* who iu^tieiidy watched the nomeat of 
'^m~,-mlj aa affiitth, Alaric encompafled the walls, com- 
manded the twelTe principal gates, intercepted 
all communication with the adjacent comitry, 
and vigilantly guarded the navigation of the 
Tyber, from which the Romans derived the furefi 
and mod ptenufvl fupply of ptovtfions* The 
firfl; emotions of the nobles, and of the people, 
were thofe of furprife and indignation, that a vile 
Barbarian (hould dare to infult the capital of the 
world: but their arrogance was foon humbled 
by misfortune; and their unmanly rage, iaftead 
of bdng directed againft an enemy in arms, was 
meanly exercifed on a defencelefe and innocent 
victim. Perhaps in the perfon of Serena, the 
Romans might have refpe£ted the niece of Tbeo* 
dofius, the aunt, nay even the adoptive mother, 
of the reigning emperor : but they abhorred the 
widow of Stilicho; and they liftened with oe- 
dulous pailion to the tale of calumny, which ac- 
cufed her of maintaining a fecret and criminal 
correfpondence wkh the Gothic invader. Adftu* 
ated, or overawed, by the fame popular frenzy, 
the fenate, without requiring any evidence of her 
guilt, pronounced the fentence of her deatb. 
Serena was fgnominioufly ftrangled; and the 
infatuated muhitude were aRonKhed to find^ that 
this cruel ad of injuftice did not immediatdy 
produce the retreat of the Barbarians, and the 
fxninr. deUvcrancc of the city. That unfortunsUe cky 

Sozomen, U ix. c 6. Olympiodorus, ap. Phot. p» tSo. PhlJoftorp*uJ» 
1, xii. c. j.^ ind Codifvoy, Dilfcrtat. p. 467-^475, 

5 gradually 
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gtadually experienced the diftrefs of fcarcity, and c h a p. 
at length the horrid calamities of famine. The 
daily allowance of three pounds of bread was 
deduced to one-half, to one-third, to nothing) 
and the price of com ftill continued to rife in a 
rapid and extravagant proportion* The poorer 
citizens, who were unable to purchafe the necei^ 
faries of life, folicited the precarious charity c£ 
the rich ; and for a while the public mifery was 
alleviated by the humanity of Lasta, the widow 
of the emperor Gratian^ who had fixed her re- 
fidence at Rome, and confecrated, to the ufe of 
die indigent, the princely revenue, which fhe 
annually received from the grateful fucceflbrs of 
her buiband ''\ But thefe private and temporary 
donatives were infufficient to appeafe the hunger 
.of a numerous people ; and th^ progrefs of iamine 
invaded the marble palaces of the fenators them- 
felves. The perfons of both fexes, who had been 
educated in the enjoyment of c^fe and luxury, 
difcovered bow little is requifite to fupply the 
demands of nature; and lavished thejr unavail- 
ing treafures of gold and filver, to obtain the 
coar£s and fcanty fufteHance which they would 
formerly have reje£ted with difdain. The food 
the moft repugnant to fenfe or imagination, the 
aliments the moft unwholefome and pernicious to 
the conftitution, were eagerly devoured, and 
fiercely di|puted, by thii. rage of hunger. A dark 

furpicion was cntertahieH^ that fome defperate 

\ 

74 The mother of Lcta was n«m«d Piffumena. Her hxbtr, famiJy»and 
fioontry, are unknown. Ducan^e, Fam. Byxantin. p. 59* 

U a wretches 
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CHAP, wretches fed on the bodies of thdr fdlow<rea- 

XXXl. 

K^n^y^^ tures, whom they bad fecretly murdered; and 
even mothers (fuch was the horrid confiid of the 
two mbft powerful inftinds implanted by nature 
in the human bread), even mothers are faid to 
have tafted the fiefli of their flaughtered infants ''! 
Many thoufands of the inhabitants of Rome ex- 
pired in their houfes, or in the (beets, for want 
of fuftenance ; and as the public fepulchres with- 
out the walls were in the power of the enemy, the 
ftench, which arofe from fo many putrid and un- 
buried carcafles, infeded the air ; and the mife- 

>iague. yies of famine were fucceeded and aggravated by 
the contagion of a peftilential difeafe. The afliir- 
ances of fpeedy and efieftual relief, which were 
repeatedly tranfmitted from the court of Ravenna, 
fupported, for fome time, the fainting refolu- 
tion of the Romans, till at length the defpair 
of any human aid tempted them to accept die 

superfti- offers of a preternatural deliverance. Pompef- 
anus, prasfed of the city, had been perfuaded, 
by the art or fanaticifm of fome Tufcan dtvinery, 
that, by the myfterious force of fpells and fa^crN 
fices, they could extrad the lightning from the 
clouds, and point thofe celefttal fires againft the 



7f Ac* nefandos cibos eruplt cfuricmium rabieSf et fua invicero membra, 
ianiarunt, dum mater non p^rcic laAenri to£mti« { «t recipit uieto, qwan 
pauiJ« ante effudcrat. Jtrom ad Principuim, torn. i. pytii. The lam* 
horrid clrcumftance is likewife toid of the ficges of JciWem and Paris. 
For the latter, compart the tenth book of the Henriadet and the Jountfl 4e 
Henri IV. torn. i. p. 47 — 83.; and obferve that a plain narrative of fi^ 
it much more paihetic» than the moft laboured delcriptiMa of cpk poeny. 

cami^ 
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camp of the Barbarians ^. The important fecret 
was communicated to Innocent, the biihop of 
Rome; and the fucceffor of St. Peter is accufed, 
perhaps without foundation, of preferring the 
iafety of the republic to the rigid feverity of the 
Cbriftian worOiip. But when the queflion was 
agitated in the fenate ; when it was propofed, as 
aneflenti^l condition, that thofe facrifices (hould 
be performed in the Capitol, by the authority, 
and in the prefence, of the magiftrates ; the ma« 
jority of that refpeflable aflembly, apprehenfive 
either of the Divine, or of the Imperial, difplea- 
fure, refiifed to join in ah aft, which appeared 
almofl equivalent to the public reftoration of 
Paganifia ^. 

The laft refource of the Romans was in the 
clemency, or at leaft in the moderation, of the 

76 Zofiqius (L V. p 355f 356.) fpeaks of thefe ceremonies, like a Greek 
uiucquainccd with the national fuperftitioo of Rome and Tufcany. I fufpedt, 
that they confifted of two paru, the fecret, and the public ; the former were 
probably an hnication of the arts and fpellsy by which Numa had drawn 
down Jupiter and histhund.won Mount Avtntine. 

Quid agant laquels, que carmina dicanc 

Qu&que trahant fopcris fedibu^ arte Jovem ~ 

Sere oefas bomini. 
TfactfrnV/tf, orihieldsof Mars, the figrwra Imperu^ which were carried lA 
folemn proceflion on the calend* of M^rch, derived tiieir origin froit^ thi« 
mjFfterious event (Ovid Faft. iii. 259— 39S.). It wa* probably defisned to 
revive this ancient feAiva], which Iiad been fupprcfled hy Theodofms. In 
that cafe, we recover a chronological date (M^^rch tiie ift, A* 0. 499. ) 
which has not hitherto been obferved* 

77 Sozomcn (|. ix. c 6.) infmuatcs," that the experiment was a^uary, 
tbOQj^h unfuccefsfuUy made ; but he does not mention tlie name cC InnOt 
cent: and Tilleniont (M^:n. Ecclef. torn, x, p. 645.) is dcteriruned not to 
bclievei that a pope could be guilty of fuch in)plcus tondcfcwnfion. 
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CHAP, king of the Goths. The fenate, who in this 
emergency affumed the fupreme powers of go- 
vernment, appointed two ambaffadors to nego- 
ciate with the enemy. This important truft was 
delegated to Bafilius, a fenator, of 8paniih ex* 
tradion, and already confpicuous in the admini- 
ftration of provinces ; and to John, the firft tri- 
bune of the notaries, who was peculiarly qualified, 
by his dexterity in bufinefs, as well as by his for- 
mer intimacy with the Gothic prince. When 
they were introduced into his prefence, they do* 
clared, perhaps in a more lofty ftyle than became 
their abjefi: condition, that the Romans were 
refolved to maintain their dignity, either in peace 
or war ; *and that, if Alaric refufed them a fair 
and honourable capitulation, he might found his 
trumpets, and prepare to give battle to an innut 
merable people, exercifed in arms,* and animated 
by defpair. " The thicker the hay, the cafier 
*' it is mowed," was the concife reply of the 
Barbarian ; and this ruftic metaphor was accom- 
panied by a loud and infulting laugh, expreffive 
of his contempt for the menaces of an unwarlike 
populace, enervated by luxury before they were 
emaciated by famine, fie then condefcended to 
fix the ranfom, which he would accept as the 
price of his retreat from the walls of Rome: (til 
the gold and filver in the city, whether it were 
the property of the ftate, or of individuals ; all 
the rich and precjous moveables j and all the 

flaves 
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Saves inrho could prove their title to the name of c h^a p. 
Bartariam. The miniftera of the fenate pre- 
fumed to aik, in a modeft and fuppliant tone, 
** If foch, O King! are your demands, what do 
** you intend to leave us ?" " Your lives ;" 
replied the haughty conqueror: they trembled, 
and retired. Yet before they retired, a Ihort fuf- 
penfion of arms was granted, which allowed fome 
eioie for a more temperate negociation. The 
ftem features of Alaric were infenfibly rebxed; 
he abated much of the rigour of his terms ; and 
at length confented to raife the fiege, on the im- 
mediate payment of five thou&nd pounds of gold, 
of thirty thoufand pounds of filver, of four thou* 
fa&d robes of filk, of three thouland pieces of 
fine fcarlet cloth, and of three thoufand pounds 
weight of pepper ^'. But the public treafury was 
exhaufted } the annual rents of the great eftates 
in Itily and the provinces, were intercepted by 
the calamities of war ; the gold and gems had 
be^i exchanged during the famine, for the vileft 
fuftenance; the hoards of fecret wealth were ftill 
concealed by the obftinacy of avarice ; and feme 
remains of confecrated fpoils afforded the only 
refource that could avert the impending ruin of 
the city. As foon as the Romans had fatisfied 
the rapacious demands of Alaric, they were re- 

7* Pepper was a favourite ingredient of the moll expenflve Roman 
eookery, and the bed fort commonly fold for fifteen denarii, or ten (hillings, 
the pound. See PUny» Hift. Natur. xii. 14. It was brought from India; 
and the fame country, the coaft of Malabar, ftiil affords the greateft plenty : 
hat the improvement of trade a':d navigation has multiplied the quantity^ 
and reduced the price* See Hifloire Politique et Philofophiqae, &c. torn, i« 
P-f57- 

U 4 ftored. 
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c H^A p. ilored, In fome meafure, to the enjoymeitt of 
peace and plenty. Several of the^ gates vera 
cautioufly opened; the importation of provifiona 
from the river, and the adjacent country, was no 
longer obftruded by the Goths ; the citizens 
reforted In crowds to the free market, which was 
held during three days in the fuburbs; and 
while the merchants who undertook this gainful 
trade, made a confiderable profit, the future fub« 
fiftence of the city was feicured by the ample 
xnagaiisines which were depofited in the public and 
private granaries* A more regular difcipline, 
than could have, been ezpe&ed, was maintained 
lA t^e camp of Alaric ; and the wife Barbarian 
juftified his regard for the faith of treaties, by the 
juft feverity with which he chaftifed ^ party of 
licentious Goths, who had infylted fome Roman 
citizens qn the road to Qftia. (lis army, en- 
riched by the contributjcms of the capital^ ftowly 
advaqced iifto th? fair aQd fruitful province of 
Tufcany, where he propofed to eltablifli his win* 
ter-quarters J and the Gothic ftandard became 
the refuge of forty thoufand Barbarian flaves, 
who had broke their chains, and afpired, un^er 
the command of their great deliverer, to revenge 
the injuries, and the difgrace, of theif cr^iel fer* 
vjtude. About the fame time, he received ^ 
more honourable reinforcement of Goths and 
Huns, 'whom Adolphus^% the brother of his wife, 

79 This Gothie chieftain is caUtd, by Jomandcs and Ifidore^ Atb£Bl/>ims i 
by Zoiimui and Orofius, AtMlphux ; and by 0)ympiodorus, AJMutpbu* I 
liave ufed the celebrated name of AJoipbuu whicfi fecms to be autborifed by 
the pradice of the Swedes^ the fons or brothers of rlie ancient Goths. 

ha4 
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iMd conchided, at his preiling invitation, from chap. 
the banks of the Danube to thofe of the Tyber J!^^^ 
and who had cut their way, with fome dif&culty^ 
and I0&, through the fuperior numbers of the 
Imperial troops. A vi£korious leader, who united 
the daring fpirit of a Barbarian with the art and 
difcipline of a Roman general, was at the head of , 
an hundred thoufand fighting men ; and Italy pro* 
nounced, with terror and refpeft, the formidable 
name of Alaric '^ 

At the diftance of fourteen centuries, we may vnHtuct 
he iatisfied with relating the military exploits of Tim^'^f^ 
the conquerors of Rome, without prefuming to ^^o' oa, 
inveftigate the motives of their political conduct. 
In the midft of his apparent profperity, Alaric 
was confcious, perhaps, of fome fecret weaknefs, 
fome internal defeat ; or perhaps the moderation 
which he difplayed, was intended only to deceive 
and difarm the eafy credulity of the minifters of 
Honorius. The king of the Goths repeatedly 
declared, that it was his defire to be confidered , 
as the friend of peace, and of the Romans. Three 
fenators, at his earned requeft, were fent ambaC* 
fadqrs tQ the court of Ravenna, to folicit the 
e:9:cbange of hoftages, and the concluQon of the 
treaty j and the propofals, which he more clearly 
exprefied during the courfe of the negociations, 
could only infpire a doubt of his fmcerity, as 
they might feem inadequate to the ftate of bis 
iprtune. The Barbarian ftili afpired to the ranl( 

t.o The treaty between Alaric and the Romans, Sec is taken fro^ 
Zofimus, 1. V. p. 354, 355- 358, 359. 36», 363. The additional circum- 
^lance» 9re too few and trifling to require any other quotation. 

8 of 
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CHAP, of mafter-general of the anmes of the Weft ; he 
^^^'* ftipulated an annual fubfidy of corn and money ; 
and he chofe the provinces of Dalmatiai Nori« 
cum^ and Venetia, for (he feat of hu new kiag« 
dom, which would have commanded the import* 
ant communication between Italy and the Danube. 
If thefe modeft terms fliould be re|eded» Alaric 
ihewed a difpofition to relinquifli his pecuniary 
demsmdsy and even to content himfelf with the 
poflefllon of Noricum ; an exhaufted and impo- 
' veriflied country, perpetually ezpofed to the 
inroads of the Barbarians of Germany *'# But the 
hopes of peace were difappointed by the wealc 
obftinacy, or interefted views, of the minifter 
Olympius. Without liflening to the fidutary 
remonftrances of the fenate, he difmifled their 
ambafladors under the condufl of a military 
efcort, too numerous for a retinue of honour, and 
too feeble for an army of defence. Six thoufand 
Dalmatians, the flower of the Imperial legions, 
were ordered to march from Ravenna to Rome, 
through an open country, which was occupied 
by the formidable myriads of the Barbarians* 
Thefe brave legionaries, encompafled and betrayed, 
fell a facrifice to minifterial folly ; their gene* 
ral, Valens, with an hundred foldiers, efcaped 
from the field of battle ; and one of the ambaf* 
fadors, who could no longer claim the proteftion 
of the law of nations, was obliged to purchafe 
his freedom with a ranfom of thirty thoufand 
pieces of gold. Yet Alaric, inftead of refenting 
this aft of impotent hoflility, immediately renewed 

8 1 Zafr.T.us, 1. V. p. 367, 36S, 369. 

bis 
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Us propofiUs of peace ; and the fecond embafly chap* 
cf ^e Roman fimate, which derived weight and ^Jj^^ 
dignity firoip the prefence of Innocent, bifliop of 
the city, was guarded from the dangers of the 
road by a detachment of Gothic foldiers '*• 

Olympius'^ mieht have continued to infult 9h««>ffe«n«> 
the juft refentment of a people, who loudly Qfroiiu<i«Bi. 
accufed him as the author of the public calamities ; 
but his power was undermined by the fecret 
intiigues of the palace. The favourite eunuchs 
transferred the government of Honorius, and the 
empire, to Jovius, the Praetorian praefeft; an 
unworthy fervant, who did not atone, by the 
merit of perfonal attachment, f&r the errors and 
misfortunes of his adminiftration. The exile, or 
efcape, of the guilty Olympius, referved him for 
more vlciflitudes of fortune : he experienced the 
adventi^res of an obfcure and wandering life; 
he again rofe to power; he fell a fecond time 
into difgrace ; his ears were cut off; he expired 
under the laih ; and his ignon^inious death afforded 
a grateful fpedacle to the friends of Stilicho. 
After the removal of Olympius, whofe charafler 
was deeply tainted with religious fanaticifm, thp 
Pagans and heretics were delivered from the impo- 
litic profcription, which excluded them from the 
dignities pf thp ilate. The brave Gennerid'*, 

a foldier 



<» Zoflmuiy !.▼. p* 3^9> 3^i» 3^** '^^^ blfliop, by rernVming at 
&av*fiiu» efcapcd the impeiuliDg cilamities of the city* Orofius^ L vit* 

«• 39- P- 573- 

Si For the adventures of Olympins, and his fucceflbrs in the miniftry, 
lee ZoTinMlSi U v. p. 363. 365, 366. -tnd Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. i80| iSi, 

S4 Zofima« (I. ▼. p. 364.) relates this drcutnflance with vifible com- 
placency» and c«)cbrates the chara^er of Ccnnchd as the laft glory of 

cj^piring 
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c H^A^p. a foldier of Barbarian origin, Who ftiU a&ered 
to the worfliip of hi$ anceftors, had been ob- 
liged to lay afide the military belt : and though he 
was repeatedly aflfured by the emperor himfelF, 
that laws were not made for perfons of his rank 
or merit, he refnfed to accept any partial difpen- 
fation, and perfevered in honourable difgrace, 
till he had extorted a general ad of juftice from 
the diftrefs. of the Roman government. The 
condud of Gennerid, in the important ftadon, 
to which he was promoted or reftored, of mafter- 
general of Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum, and 
Rhaetia, feemed to revive the difdpline and 
ipirit of the republic. From a life of idlenefs 
and want, his troops were foon habituated to 
fevere exercife, and plentiful fubfiftence ; and his 
private generofity often fupplied the rewards, 
which were denied by the avarice, or poverty, 
of the court of Ravenna. The valour of Gen- 
nerid, formidable to the adjacent Barbarians, was 
the firmed bulwark of the Illy rian frontier; and 
hi^ vigilant care alCfted the empire, with a rein# 
forcement of ten thoufand Huns, who arrived 
on the confines of Italy, attended by fuch a con- 
voy of provifions, and fuch a numerous train of 
flieep and oxen, as might have been fufficient, 
not only for the march of an army, but for the 
fettlement of a colony. But the court and coun- 
cils of Honorius flill remained a fcene of weak- 



•spiring ptganifm. Very different Unre the Sentiments of the c<Hjrcil d 
Carthige, who deputed four bifliopt to the court of Ravenna^ to compUuA 
pf the kiw» which had been juft enaded, that all conTerfiona to Chrifttuiity 
(houU be linee and Tolunury* See Baronius, Annal. £cckf. A* D. 409. 
^io,». A.D.410. N»^7»48^ 

nef$ 
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nefs and diftrafliony of corru{)tion and anarchy* c h a p« 
Inftigated by the praefefl Jovius, the guards rofe 
in furious mutiny, and demanded the heads of 
two generals, and of the two principal eunuchs* 
The generals, under a perfidious promife of 
fafety, were fent on lhip*board, and privately exe* 
cuted ; while the favour of the eunuchs procured 
them la mild and fecure exile at Milan and Con- 
ftantinople. Eufebius the eunuch, and the Bar<* 
barian Allobich, fucceeded to the command of 
the bedchamber and of the guards ; and the mu« 
tual jealoufy of thefe fubordinate miniilers was 
the cauTe of their mutual deftrudion. By the 
infolent order of the count of the domeftics, the 
great chamberlain was ibamefully beaten to death 
with fticks, before the eyes of the afloniflied 
emperor; and the fubfequent aflaflination of 
Allobich, in the midft of a public procefEon, is 
the only circumftance of his life, in which Hono- 
rios difcovered the fainted fymptom of courage 
or refentment. Yet before they fell, Eufebius 
and Allobich had contributed their part to the 
ruin of the empire, by oppofmg the conclufion 
of a treaty which Jovius, from a felfifii, and per- 
haps a criminal, motive^ had negociated with 
Alaric, in a perfonal interview under the walls of 
Rimini. During the abfence of Jovius, the em- 
peror was perfuaded to aflume a lofty tone of 
inflexible dignity, fuch as neitbei: his fituation, 
nor his charader, could enable him to fupport : 
and a letter, figned with the name of Honorius, 
was immediately difpatched to the Praetorian 

prs^fed. 
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^xxxi^* prafeft, graatmg'him a free penniifion to dit 
pofe of the public money^ but ftemly refiifing to 
pToftitute the military honours of Rome to the 
proud demands of a Barbarian. This letter was 
imprudently communicated to Alaric himtelf; 
and the GoA, who in the whole tranfadion had 
behaved with temper and decency, exprefled, in 
the mod outrageous language, his lively fenfe of 
the infult fo wantonly offered to his perfon, and 
to his nation. The conference of Rimini was 
haftily interrupted; and the prseiisd Jovius, on 
his return to Ravenna, was compelled to adopts 
and even to encourage, the fa(bionable opinions 
of the court. By his advice and example, the 
principal ofiScers of the ftate and army were 
obliged to fwear, that, without listening, in arg 
drcumftances, to any conditions of peace, they 
would ftill perfevere in perpetual and implaeable 
war againft the enemy of the republic. This 
raft engagement oppofed an infuperabk bar to 
all future negociation. The minifters of Hono- 
fius were heard to declare, that, if they had only 
invoked the name of the Deity, they would con- 
fult the public fafety, and truft. their fouls to the 
mercy of Heaven : but they had fworn, by the 
facred head of the emperor himfelf ; they had 
touched, in folemn ceremony, that auguft feat of 
majefty and wifdom; and the violation of their 
oath would expofe them to the temporal penalties 
of facrilege and rebellion '^ 

While 

ts Zofimus, 1. V. p. 367, 368, 369. Thic cuftom of fnreariAg hy tlw 
hc»d, or life, or Uityft^t senivs, of the fovtrcijft), was of cbe h^hcft 

•ntiquitjri 
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While the emperor and his court enjoyed, ^"^x^* 
with fullen pride, the fecurity of the marflies aad ^--^,-w 
fortifications of Ravenna, they abandoned Rome, ^^S!^% 
almoft without defence, to the relentment of th«G<H»>s 
Alaric. Yet fuch was the moderation which he 
ftill prelerved, or affedted, that, as he moved 
with his army along the Flaminian way, he fuc- 
ceilively difpatcfaed the btOiops of the towns of 
Italy to reiterate his offers of peace, and to con- 
jure the emperor, that he would lave the city 
and its inhabitants from hoftile fire, and the fword 
of the Barbarians **. Thefe impending calamities 
were however averted, not inde^ by the wifdom 
of Honorius, but by the prudence or humanity 
of the Gothic king ; who employed a milder, 
though not lefs effefkual, method of conqueft* 
Inftead of aifaulting the capital, he fiiccelfively 
direSed his efforts againft the Port of Oftia, one 
of the boldeft and moft ftupendous works of Ro- 
man magnificence '% The accidents to which 

amiqmty, both in Egypt (Genefis, xlii*. 15 ) and Scythla. It was foon 
translerm!, by flattery, to the Csefars $ and TertuliUn coniplains, that it 
was the only oath which the Romans of hU time affe^ed 10 revtrence. Sc« 
an elegant Diilfcrutioa of the Abbe Maflieu on the onth^ of the Ancicnts> 1« 
the Mem. de TAcadcmie des Infcriptions, torn. i. p. 2cS, ac^. 

*^ ZoHnius, 1. V. p. 368, 369. I have foftened the cxprefllons of Alaric^ 
wIh) expatiates, io too florid a manner, on the hiftory of Rome. 

I7 See Sueton. ia Chudt c. ao. Dion CaiBas, L bc« p. 949. edlr* 
Keimar, and tbe lively defcription of }ovenai» Satir. xii. 75. &c. In tli# 
fiateentb century, when the retnains of this Augvftan port were ftill vifible^ 
the antiquariana iketched the plan (fee d*Anville, Mcni. de l*Acaderoie daa 
Infcriptkms, torn. xxs. p« I9S.)> *^^ declared, with cnthuiiafm, ttiacati 
tlwmomreby of Europe would be unabk to execute (o great a work (fier* 
|ier, Hift. dcs gvamto Chcmina det RooMinf, tonu li. p. 356.}« 

the 
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CHAP, the precarious fubfiftence of the city was c6n-» 
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tinually expofed in a winter navigation, and an 
open road, had fuggefted to the genius- of the 
firft Cdcfar the ufeful defign, which was executed 
under the rergn of Claudius. The artifidal 
moles, which formed the narrow entrance, ad- 
vanced far into the fea, and firmly repelled the 
fury of the waves, while the largeft veffels fecurely 
rode at anchor within three deep ind capacious 
bafons, which received the northern branch of 
the Tyber, about two miles from the ancient 
colony of Oftia**, The Roman Port infenfibly 
fwelled to the fize of an epifcopal city**, where 

SS The Oflia Ty henna (fee Cluver. luIU Antlq. 1. iix. p. S70— S79«)^ 
in the plural number, the two mouths of the Tyher, were fepaxatcd hff 
the Holy iilandy an equilateral triangle, whoie fides were each 0f them 
computed at about two miles. The colony of Oftk was founded 'mmm* 
diately beyond the left, or fouttiern, and the Ptrt immediately beyond the 
right, or northern, branch of the river ; and the didance between their 
remaios meafures fomething moos than two milea on Cingolani^s mai». Iir 
the time of Strabo, the fand and mud depoflced by the Tybcr, had choked 
the harbour of Oftia ; the progrcfs d the ftme eaufe had added much to 
the fize of the Holy Ifl^nd, and gradually left both Oftia and the Port at a 
coniiderable di (lance from the (hore. The dry channeli (fiunu inorta)> and 
the large eftuarles (ft.igno di Ponente, de Levante), mark the changes ei 
the river, and the efforts of the fea. Confult, for the prcfent Aate of this 
cfreary and defolate trad, the excellent map of the ecclcliafiical ilatt by tbe 
mathematicians of Rcncdid XIV. j an aAual furvey of the jigr$ Rtmmm^ 
in (IX (hcets, by Cingolani,' which contains 113,919 ruhhU (abouc 
570,000 acres) ; and the large topographical map oC Ameti, in eight 
~ihcet». 

>9 Aa'enrly at the tliird (Lardner^ Crediblltty of the Ool^I, partiL 
yslL iik p. 89— 9«.)9 or at leaft the fourth, century (CaroL a SaoAo Fank)^ 
Nottt. Ecclef. p. 47.), the Port of Rome was an epifcopal city, wlifeli wa» 
demoUflicdy as it ftionld ft.tm, in the ninth century, by pope Gregory rv. 
during the incurflons of the Arabs. It is now reduced to an inn, a chnreli. 
and the howfe, or patace, of the biOiop, who ranks at one of foL cirtliml 
bifhops of the Roman churcbb See £fi;binardr DtferUioae di ftona et dilt* 
Apo Romano, p. 31$. 

the 
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the corn of Africa was depofitcd in fpacious gra^ chap. 
naries for the ufe of the capital. As foon as vi^>^^ 
Alaric wag in pofleffion of that important place, 
he fummoned the city to furrender at difcretion ; 
and his demands were enforced by the pofittre 
declaration^ that a refufal, or even a delay, Ihould 
be indantly followed by the deftru£tion of the 
magazines, on which the life of the Roman pea* 
pie depended. The clamours of that people^ and 
the terror of famine, fubdued the |>ride of the 
fenate; they liftened, without reluctance, to the 
propofal of placing a new emperor on the throne 
of the unworthy Honorius ; and the fuffrage of 
the Gothic conqueror beflowed the purple on 
Attains prsfefl of the city. The grateful mo- 
narch immediately acknowledged his protestor as 
mafter^general of the armies of the Weft; Adpl- 
phus, with the rank of count of the domeftics, 
obtained the cuftody of the perfon gf Attalus; 
and the two hoftile nations feemed to be united 
in the clofeft bands of friendfliip and alliance ^. 

The gates of the city were thrown open, and Attains it 
the new emperor of the Romans, encompafled on ^7by*SIf 
every fide by the Gothic arms, was conduced, in ^^* '^^ . 
tumultuoos procedion, to the palace of Auguftus 
and Trajan. After he had diftributed the civil 
and military dignities among his favourites and 
followers, Attalus convened an alTembly of the 
fenate; before whom, in a formal and florid 
^echy he aflerted his refoiution of reftoring the 

9P For the delation of Attains, confalt Zefimus, l.v!. p. 377-* 3S0. 
Sbzomen, K Ix. c. 8, 9. Olympiodor. ap. Phot. p. i8o» iSi. Ptuloftorg. 
L xii. c |. and Oodefiof , Diffcrut. p. 470. 

Vol.. V. X majefty 
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majefty of the republic, and of unking to tfae 
empire the provinces of Egypt and tlie Eaft, 
which had once acknowledged the fovereignty 
of Rome. Such extravagant promifes infpired 
every reafonable citizen with a juft contempt for 
the charaAer of an unwarlike ufurper i whofe ele- 
vation was the deeped and moft ignominious 
wound which the republic had yet fuftained from 
the infolence of the Barbarians. But the popu- 
lace, with their ufual levity, applauded the change 
of mailers. The public difcontent was favour- 
able to' the rival of Hbfforius ; and the fedaries, 
oppreflfed by his perfecuting edids, expefted fomc 
degree of countenance, or at lead of toleration, 
froni a prince, who, in his native country of Ionia, 
had been educated in the Pagan fuperftition, 
and who had fmce received the facrament of bap- 
tifm from the hands of an Arian bifliop •'. The 
firft days of the reign of Attalus were fair and 
profperous. An officer of confidence was fcnt 
with an inconfidcrable body of troops to fecure 
the obedience of Africa ; the greateft part of 
Italy fubmitted to the terror of the Gothic powers ; 
and though the city of Bologna made a vi- 
gorous and eiFedual refinance, the people of 
Milan, diflatisfied perhaps with the abfence of 
Honorius, accepted, with loud acclamations^ the 
choice of the Roman fenate. At the head of a 
formidable army, Alaric condufted his royal* cag- 

9^ We may a<)fYiIt the evidence of Sozomen for the Arian bapdrniy an^ 
that of PhUoftorgixM for the Pagan education, of Atulus. The vilsbiejo; 
•f Zoflmus, and the difcontent which he imputes to the Anicun haoHh^ 
▼cry unfavourable to the Chriftianity of ibt qcw emperor. 

tivc 
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five almoft to the gates of Rarenna ; and a fo* chap, 
lemn embafly of the principal minifters, of Jovins* ^ ,.»-»,— L; 
the Praetorian prafeft, of Valens, mafter of the 
cavalry and infantry, of the quseftor Potamius, 
and of Julian, the firft of the notaries, was intro-* 
duced, with martial pomp, into the Gothic 
camp. In the name- of their fovereign, they 
confented to acknowledge the lawful election of 
his competitor, and to divide the provinces of 
Italy and the Weft between the two emperors. 
Their propofals were rejefted with difdain; and 
the Tcfufal was ' aggravated by the infulting cle* 
mency of Attalus, who condefcended to promife, ' 
that, if Honorius would inftantly refign the pur- 
ple, he fliould be permitted to pafs the remainder 
of his life in the peaceful exile of fome remote 
Ifland**. So defperate indeed did the fituatioil 
of the fon of Theodofius appear, to thofe who 
were the beft acquainted with his ftrength and 
refources, that Jovius and Valens, his miniftef 
and his general, betrayed their truft, infamoufly 
deferted the finking caufe of their benefaflor, and 
devoted their treacherous allegiance to the fervice 
of his more fortunate rival. Aftoniftied by fuch 
samples of domeflic treafon, Honorius trembled 
at the approach of every fervant, at the arrival 

of every meffenger. He dreaded the fecret ene« 

• 

9^ He earritd hi« Infotence fa far, as to declare that he Oiould mutiJat^ 
Honorius before he fenc him into exile. But this aflfertion of Zofiinus if 
^fftroyed by the more impartial teftimony of Olympiodorus, who attributea 
file ungenerous pr«po£il (which was abfolutely rej^ed by Attalus) t& tbf 
Wcacisf and perhaps the trMcbery, of Jovius. 

X a . mies. 
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CHAP, mies, who might lurk in his capital, his palace^ 
J^^^^ his bed-chamber; and fomc (hips lay ready in 
the harbour of Ravenna, to tfanrport the abdicated 
monarch to the dominions of his infant nephew, 
the emperor of the Eaft. 
He is de- But there // a Providence (fuch at leaft was the 
AUric,'*^ opinion of the hiftorian Procopius •') that watches 
A. D. 410. ^^^j. innocence and folly ; and the pretenfions of 
Honorius to ks peculiar care cannot reafonably 
be difputed^ At the moment when his defpair, 
incapable of any wife or manly refolution, medi- 
tated a fhameful flight, a feafonable reinforcement 
of four thoufand veterans unexpe£ledly landed in 
the port of Ravenna. To thefe valiant ftrangers, 
whofe fidelity had not been corrupted by the fac- 
.tions of the court, he committed the walls and 
gates of the cicy ; and the (lumbers of the empe- 
ror were no longer difturbed by the apprehenfion 
of imminent and internal danger. The favour- 
able intelligence which was received from Africa, 
fuddenly changed the opinions of men, and the 
ftate of public affairs. The troops and officers, 
whom Attalus had fent into that province, were 
defeated and (lain ; and the adive zeal of Hera- 
clian maintained his own allegiance, and that of 
his people. The faithful count of Africa tranf- 
mitted a large fum of money, which fixed the 
attachment of "^he Imperial guards ; and his vigi* 
lance, in preventing the exportation of com and 
oil, introduced famine, tumult, and difcontent, 
into the walls -of Rome. The failure o^ the 

W Pr^coj). de Ml Vandal, i. Lea. 

African 
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African expedition, was thp fource of mutual chap. 



complaint and reerimination in the party of At- 

talus ; and (he mind of his proteftor was infeUf 

iibly alienated from the intereft of a prince^ who 

wanted fpirit to command, or docility to obey. 

The mod imprudent meafures were adopted, 

without the knowledge, or againft the advice, of 

Alaric ; and the obflinate refufal of the fenatc, to 

allow, in the embarkation, the mixture evei) 

of five hundred Goths, betrayed a fufpicious and 

diftruftful temper, which, in their iitiiation, w^ 

neither generous nor prudent. The refentipent 

of the Gothic king was exafperated by the niali- 

cious arts of Jovius, who had been raifed to the 

rank of patrician, and who afterwards excufed his 

double perfidy, by declaring, without a- blufli, 

that he had only feemed to abandon the fervice pf 

Honorius, more effeftually to ruin the caufe of 

the ufurper. In a large plain near Rimini, and 

in the prefence of an innun^erable multitude of 

Romans and Barbarians, the wretched Att^lqs 

was publicly defpoiled of the diadem and pui^ple \ 

and thofe enfigns of royalty were fent by Alaric, 

as the pledge of peace and friendfhip, to the fon 

of Theodofius *^. The officers who returned to 

their duty,, were reinftated in their employments, 

and even the merit of a tardy repentance was 

gracioufly allowed : but the degraded emperor of 

94 See the caufe 'am! drcumftances of the fall of Attalus in Zofimus, 
I.vl p. 380^-383 Sozonieo, 1. ix. c. 8. Fhiloftorg. I xii. c: 3. Tlie 
two a^s of indemnity in the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tir. xxxviii. leg. % i, 
z». which were pablilhed the lath of February^^and the Sxh of Auguil, 
A« D. 4io> evidently relate to this ufurper* 
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jio THE DECLINE AND FALL 

;c H A p. the Romans, defirous of life, and infenfible of 

XXXT. 

v,..-^/-w difgrace, implored the .permiifion of following the 
Gotihic camp, in the train of a haughty and capri* 
cious Barbarian ®'. 
Ind fec^k of ^^^ degradation of Attains removed the only 
Rome by rcal obftacle to the conclufion of the peace ; and 
A.^D. 410, Alaric advanced within three miles of Ravenna, 
APfi. »4- to prefs the irrefolution of the Imperial minifters, 
whofe infolence foon returned with the return of 
fortune. His indignation was kindled by the 
report, that a rival chieftain, that Sarus, the per« 
fonal enemy of Adolphus, and the hereditary foe 
of the houfe of Balti, had been received into the 
palace. At the head of three hundred followers, 
that fearlefs Barbarian immediately fallied from 
the gates of Ravenna ; furprifed, and cut in pieces, 
a confiderablc body bf Goths ; re-entered the city 
in triumph ; and was permitted to infult his ad- 
verfary, by the voice of a herald, who publicly 
declared that the guilt of Alaric had for ever 
excluded him from the friendihip and alliance oF 
the emperor ^^ The crime and folly of the court 
of Ravenna was expiated, a third time, by the 
calamities of Rome. The king of the Goths, 
who no longer diiTeinbled his appetite for plun^^ 



95 In hoc, AUricus, imperacore, (d&o^ ln(cSio, refedOt ac dcfisdo. . • • 
Ml mum rifit, ct liidum fpudtavtt imperii. Orofius, 1. vit. c. 4%, p. 5S1. 

9^ Zofimus, 1. VI. p. 3S4. Sozomcn, 1. ix. c. 9. Philoftorgios, l> xii« 
C> 3. In this place the text of ZQrmius is mutilated, and wc have tod tbe 
rf.nainder of his fixih and Uft book, which ended with the fack of RoffiC* 
Ctcdulous and partial as he is, wc mud take our leave of that hiiiorian vti^^ 
fomc regi ct. 

der 
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dcr and revenge, appeared in arms under the :c h a p. 
walk of the capital ; and the trembling fenate, v«i-v^ 
without any hopes of relief, prepared, by a def- 
perate refiftance, to delay the ruin of their coun- 
try. But they wero^ unable to guard againft the 
iecret confpiracy of their flaves and domeftics; 
who, either fromr birth or interefl:, were attached 
to the caufe of fhe enemy. . At the hour of mid- 
night, the Salarian gate was filently opened, and 
the inhabitants were awakened by the tremen- 
dous found of the Gothic trumpet. Eleven hun« 
dred and fixty-three years after the foundation of 
Rome, the Imperial city, which had fubdued and 
civilifed fo confiderable a part of mankind, was 
delivered to the licentious fury of the tribes of 
Germany and Scythia ^\ 

The proclamation of Alaric, when he forced his Rcfpeaoc 
entrance into a vanquifhed city, difcovered, how- for the 
ever, fome regard for the laws of humanity and ^ligioa!* 
religion. He. encouraged his troops boldly to 
feize the "^rewards of valour, and to enrich them- 
felves with the fpoils of a wealthy and eflfeminate - 
people : but lie exhorted them, at the fame time, 
to fpare the lives of the unrefifting citizens, and 

97 Adeft AlarlcuSf trepidam Romam obfidct» turbat, irruixipjt. Orofius, 
]• vii. c. 39. p. 573. He difpatcfies this great event in feven words ; but 
he employs whole pages in eelcbraflng the devotion of the Goths. 1 hav« 
eztraQed from an improbable flory of Procopius, the circumftances which 
had an air of probability. Procop. de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. ». He fuppofet? 
that the city was furprifed while the fenators fltpt in the afternoon ; but 
Jeremy with more authority and more reafon, affirms, that it was in tht 
night, no^e Moab capta eft ; no^e cecidit murus ejusj torn, i. p. tii. ad 
Principiam. 

X4 to 
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CHAP, to refped the churches of the apoftles St* Peter 
^^^** and St. Paul, as holy and inviolable fanftuaries, 
Amidft the horrors of a nofturnal tumult, feveral 
of the Cbriftian Goths difplayed the fervour of a 
recent converfion; and fome inftances of their 
uncommon piety and moderation are related, and 
perhaps adorned, by the seal of ecclefiaftical 
writi?rs •*. While the Barbarians learned through 
the city in quell of prey, the humble dweilipg 
of an aged virgin, who bad devoted her life to 
the fervice of the altar^ was forced open by oae 
of the powerful Goths. He immediately demanded, 
though in civil language, all the gold and 
filver in her poQeifion ; and was aftonilhed at the 
readinefs with which ihe conduced him * to a 
fplendid hoard of mafly plate^ of the rtchefl: mar 
teriali, apd the mod curious workmanOiip. The 
Barbarian viewed with wonder and delight this 
valuable acquifition, till he was jpterropted by 
a ferious admonition, addrefled to him in the 
following words : *♦ Xhefe," (aid flie, *^ are the 
^< confecrat^d veflTels belonging to St. Peter; if 
«< you prefume to toi^ch themi the facrilegious 
*^ deed will r^maii^ on your confcience. Foe 
*^ my part, I dare not keep what I am unable to 

95 Orodus (1. vii. c. 39. p. 573—576.) applaud* the piet]ror the Cbrif- 
tian Goths, withqiu feeming to perceive that the greateft p.«rt cf them were 
Arian heretics. Jorpand«s (c. 30. p-^SsO and lfid9re of S^iUc (Cbro^* 
p. 714- edit, Grot.)t who were both attached to the Gothic caafci have re. 
peated and embeyilhed tJierc edifying ta^es. According tp Ifii-^ore, Alaric 
|ufpfi.lf wa$ heard to Uy, that he waged war with the Romans, and not «th 
^he apodies* Such was the ftyle of the feveofh century ; two hundred ycirs 
before, the fame aod met it had been afcribcd, not to the apoftjes, but tQ 
CUrift. 
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«* defend.** The Gothic captun, ftI^lck with chap. 

xxxr 
reverential awe, difpatched a meflfenger to infornti 

the king fit the treafure which he had difcovered ; 
aad received a peremptory order from Alaric, 
that all the confecrated plate and ornaments 
fliould be tranfported, whhout damage or delay, 
to the church of the apoftle. From the extre- 
mity, perhaps, of the Quhinal hill, to the diftant 
quarter of the Vatican, a numerous detachment 
of Goths, marching in order of battle through 
the principal ftreets, protefted, with glittering 
arms, the long train of their devout compa- 
nions, who bore aloft, on their heads, the facred 
veflels of gold and (ilver ; and the martial fhouts 
of the Barbarians were mingled with the found of 
religious pfalmody* From all the adjacent hoafes, 
a crqwd of Chriftians haflenedL to join this edify« 
ing proceffion; and a multitude of fugitives, 
without diftin^on of age, or rank, or even of 
fed, had the good fortune to efcape to the 
fecure and hofpitable fan&uary of the Vatican. 
The learned wQrk« concerning the City of God^ 
was profefledly compofed by St. Augufttn, to 
jufUfy the ways of Providence in the deftrudion 
of the Roman greatnefs. He celebrates, with 
peculiar fatisfa£lion, this memorable triumph of 
Chrift ; and infults his adverfaries, by challen- 
ging them to produce fome fimilar example, of a 
town taken by ftormj in which the fabulous gods 
of antiquity had been able to proteft either them- 
felves, ortheir deluded votaries '^ 

99 See Avguiliny <fe CIvltat. Dei, 1. 1. c. f—6. He pirticQlirJy a]>|)eab 
\% the examples of Troy, SyracuiSr^ and Tarentum. 
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CHAP. Iq the fack of Rome^ fome rare and ertraor- 
K^^^^m^f dinary examples of Barbarian virtue had been 
J^ *"** defervedly applauded. But the holy pr^dnds of 
the Vatican, and the apoftoHc churches, could 
receive a very fmall proportion of the Roman 
people : many thoufand warriors, more efpedally 
of the Huns, who ferved under the ftandard of 
. ATaric, were ftrangers to the name, or at lead 
to the faith, of Chrift ; and we may fufped, 
without any breach of charity or candour, diat, 
in the hour of favage licence, when every paiBon 
was inflamed, and every reftraint was removed, 
the precepts of the gofpel feldom influenced the 
behaviour of the Gothic Chriftians. The writen, 
the beft difpofed to exaggerate their clemency, 
have freely confefied, that a cruel flaughtcr was 
made of the Romans '^ ; and that the ftreets of 
the city were filled with dead bodies, which 
remained without burial during the general con- 
fternation. The defpair of the citizens was fome« 
times converted into fury ; and whenever the 
Barbarians were provoked by oppofition, they 
extended the promifcuous ntaiTacre to the feeble, 
the innocent, and the helplefs. The private 

>oo Jcroin(toin. i. p. i2i. ad Principian) hat applied to the lack of 
Rome ail the Arong expreflHons of Virgii : 

Quis cUdem illius no^isi quis funera fando, 

£xplicct, ice, 
Procopius (l.i. c a.) pofitlvely affirms that grea^ numhera were ilaio ky 
the Goths. Aujuftin (de Civ. Dti, 1. i. c. la, 13.) offers Chriftim com- 
fwt for the death of thofe, whofe bodies (mu/ta corjfra) bad remained fU 
ttir.taftrege) unburicd. iiaronius, from the'difFerent writing of the Fatbert) 
has thrown feme light on Uic fack of Rome. AnnaL Eccief. A. D. 4'*** 
No 16—44. 

revenge 
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revenge of forty thoufand flaves was jezerci£sd chap. 
without pity or remorfe ; and the ignominbus ^^^*'- 
laflies, which they had formerly received, were 
waihed away in the blood of the guilty, or ob* 
noxious, families. The matrons and virgins of 
Rome were expofed to injuries more dreadful, ia 
the apprehenfion of chaftity, than death itfelf ; 
and the ecclefiaflical hiftoiian has feleded aa 
example of female virtue, for the admiration of 
future ages ^°\ A Roman lady, of lingular beauty 
and orthodox faith, had excited the impatient 
defires of a young Goth, who, according to the 
fagacious remark of Sozomen, was attached to 
the Arian herefy. Exafperated by her obftinate 
refiftance, he drew his fword, and, with the anger 
of a lover, flightly wounded her neck. The 
bleeding heroine (till continued to brave his 
refentment, and to repel his love, till the ravilher 
defifted from his unavailing efforts, refpeclfuUy 
conduced her to the fandluary of the Vatican, 
and gaye fix pieces of gold to the guards of the 
church, on condition that they fhould reftore ber 
inviolate to the arms of her huiband. Such 
indances of courage and generofity were not ex* 

to I Sozomep, K ix* c. xo. Auguftin (de Civttat. Dei, 1. i. c. 17.) 
intimates, that fome virgins or matrons aftualiy killed themfelves to efcape 
viobtion ; and thougii he adnures their fpirit, he is obliged, by his theology^ 
to condemn their rafh prefumption. Perhaps the good biihop of Hippo 
W2S too cafy In the belief, as well as too rigid in the 'cenfure, of this ad of 
female heroifm. The twenty maidens (if they ever exidrd), who threw 
themfelves into the Elbe, when Magdebucgh wis taken by ftorm, have been 
multiplied to the number of twelve hundred. See Barters Hiftory of Cwf- 
tavos Adolphus, vol. i. p. S^. 

tremely 
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CHAP, tretncly common. The brutal foldiers fatisfied 
their fenfual appetites, without confulting cither 
the inclination, or the duties, of their female 
captives : and a nice queftion of cafijiftry was 
ferioufly agitated. Whether thofe tender vidims, 
who had inflexibly refufed their confent to the 
violation which they fuftained, had loft, by their 
misfortune, the glorious crown of virginity •**• 
There were other loffes indeed of a more fub-. 
ftantial kind, and more general concern. It can- 
not be prefumed, that ail the Barbarians were at 
all times capable of perpetrating fuch amorous 
outrages ; and the want of youth, or beauty, or 
chaftity, protefted the greateft part of the Ro* 
man women from the danger of a rape. But 
avarice is an infatiate and univerfal paffion ; fince 
the enjoyment of almoft every objc^ft that can 
afford pleafure to the different taftes and tempers 
of mankind, may be procured by the poffeffion of 
wealth. In the pillage of Rome, a juft prefer- 
ence was given to gold and jewels, which con- 
tain the greateft value in the fmalleft compafs and 
weight: but> after thefe portable riches had been 
removed by the more diligent robbers, the palaces 
of Rome were rudely dripped of their fplendid 

><)» Set ADguftin, de Civiuc Dei, 1. i. c. i6 iS. H^ treats the fubjcft 
with rem^rkaMc accuracy j and after admitting that there cannot te anj 
crime J where there is no confent, be adH$, Sed quii nou foium quod ad 
doiorem, vcrum ttijm quod ad libidinem, pcrtinet, in porpore alieno per- 
petrari poted ; quicquid tale factum fuerit, etfi rc^entaip conftanttflimo 
animo pudiciti^nn non ex(,utit, pudoiem tdoien incutit, nc credatur faQum 
cum nrientis etiani voiunt.ue, quod fieri lortaffe fine carnis aJiqui volupute 
non potutt. In c. i8. he makes fooie curtoos diftiadioos between moral 
and pbyfical Tii:giuity. 

a and 
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and coftly furniture. The Hde^boards of mafiV c t a p. 
plate^ and the variegated wardrobes of fiik and v. 
purple, were irregularly piled in the waggons, 
that always followed the march of a. Gothic army* 
The moft exquifite works of art were roughly 
handled, or wantonly deftroyed : many a ftatue 
was melted for the fake of the precious materials ) 
and many a vafe, in the divi/ion of the fpoil, was 
ihivered into fragments by the ftroke of a battle^ 
axe* The acquifition. of riches ferved only to 
ftimulate the avarice of the rapacious Barbarians, 
who proceeded, by threats, by blows, and by tor- 
tures, to force from their prifoners the confeffion 
of hidden treafure'®'. Vifible fplendour and 
expence were alleged as the proof of a plentiful 
fortune : the appearance of poverty was imputed 
to a parfimonious difpofition; and the obftinaey 
of fome mifers, who endured the moft cruel tor«- 
ments before they would difcover the fecret 
objed of their afFeftion, was fatal to many un- 
happy ^retches, who expired under theJaQi, 
for refufing to reveal their imaginary trea- 
furet. The edifices of Rome, though the da- 
mage has been much exaggerated, received fome 
injury from the violence of the Goths. At their 
entrance through the Salarian gale, they fired 
the adjacent houfes to guide their march, and to 
diftraft the attention of the citizens : the fiames 

io| Marcellt, a Roman Udy, equally refpc6^able for her rank, her ag«, 

and her piety, was thrown on the ground, and crucl.y beaten and wliippcd, 

aefam fuftlbus fiagelllfiiue, &c. Jerom. torn. i. p. 121. ad Principiam. 

See Auguftin, dc Civ. Dei, I. i. c. 10. The modem Sacco di ,Roma, 

• p. 4oS. gives an idea of the various methods of torturing prifoners for 

which 
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CHAP, which encountered no obftacle in the dirorder of 
the night, confumed many private and public 
buildings ; and the ruins of the palace of Sal- 
luft "■'* remained, in the age of Juftinian, a ftately 
monument of the Gothic conflagration****. Yet 
a contemporary hiftorian has obferved, that fire 
could fcarcely confume the enormous beams of 
folid brafs, and that the ftrength of man was in- 
fufficient to fubvert the foundations of ancient 
ftruftures. Some truth may poffibly be con- 
cealed in' his devout aflfertion, that the wrath of 
Heaven fupplied the imperfeftions of hoftile rage ; 
and that the proud Forum of Rome, decorated 
H^ith the (latues of fo many gods and heroes, was 
levelled in the duft by the ftrokc of lightning ***• 



' fo4 The hlAorian Salluft, who nfefully praflifcd the rices which he .haf 
Tq eloquently cenfured, employed the plunder of Numidia to adorn bh 
}>alace and gardens on the QuirinAl hill. The fpot where the houfe Aood, 
is now marked by t{ie church of St. Sufanna, fcparatcd only by a Arect from 
the baths of Diocletian, and not far diilant from the ^alarian gate. Sc« 
Nardini, Roma Antica, p. 192, 193. and the great Plan of Modem Romei 
hf NolU. • 

105 The expreiTtons of Proco{>i\iS are diftlnd and moderate (de Bdl* 
Vandal. 1. i. c. 2.). 1 he Chronicle of Marcellinus fpeaks too ftrongly) 
partem orbit Rome crenuvit ; and the worda of Philoflorgius (o t^uTTtoi^ ii 
rm voXtuf KUfiivyi:, 1. xii. c. 3.) convey a falfe and exaggerated idea. 
BargKus has con)pol'ed a particular diflertation (fee torn. iv. Antiquit. Rom. 
Craev.) to prove thaf the edmcts of Rome ivae not fubvened by the Gotfis 
«id Vandals* 

ic6 Orofius, 1. 11. c. 19. p. 143. He fpeaks as if he difapproved «// 
ftatues ;. vel Drum vcl homincm mentiuntor. They confiAed of the kingi 
vt Alba and Rome from y^neas, the Romans^ lUuilrioas cither in anns or 
arts, and the deitied Ccfars. The expreffion which he ufesof Jenmis 
fbmewhat ambiguous^ fince tiirre cxided /w principal F«rai but as tbey 
were all contiguous ard adjacent^ in the plain which is furrounded by the 
Capitoline, the Qiiirina), tiie Efquiline, and the Palatine hills, theymifbt 
fiilrly be confidered as ont. See the Roma Antigua of Donatiis» p. 162-* 
%ot» and the Roma Antica of Nardini, p. 211— -273. The former it mon 
«feful for Cbe accieot defcripdoos, the btur for the adual topo^phy* 

What- 
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Whaterer migfat be the niimbers^ of equeftrian, chap. 
or plebeian tank, who periflied in the maflacre of v^^,.^ 
Rome, it is confidently affirmed, that only one ^*py^«f 
fenator loft his life by the fword of the enemy "®\ tivt«."^* 
But it was not eafy to compute the multitudes» 
who, from an honourable (lation, and a profper*' 
ous fortune, were fuddenly reduced to the mifer- 
able condition of captives and exiles. As the 
Barbarians had .more occafion for money than for 
flaTes, they fixed, at a moderate price, the re*- 
demption of their indigent prifoners ; and the 
ranfom was often paid by the benevolence of 
their friends, or the charity of ftrangers '°*. The 
captives, who were regularly fold, either in open 
market, or by private contrail, would have le* 
gaily regained their native freed6m, which it was 
impoflible for a citizen to lofe, or to alienate '^* 
But as it was foon difcovered, that the vindication 
of their liberty would endanger their lives ; and 
that the Goths, unlefs they were tempted to fell, 
might be ptovoked to murder, their ufelefs pri- 
foners } the civil jurifprudence had been already 
qualified by a wife regulation, that they fliould be 

'0? Orofius (1. ii. c. 19. p. 142.") compares the cruelty of the Gauh and 
the clemency of the Goths. Ibi vix qurmqunm invent u:n fcnatorcm, qui 
vcl abfens evaferit ; hie vix quemquam rcquiri, qui forte tit iatens perierit* 
But there is an air of ihctoric^ and perhaps rf fnlfehood, in this antitheOs ; 
and Socrates (1. vii. c. 10.) .ifiirms, perhaps by an opporite'cxa«^eration» 
that mafty fenators were put to death with various nndexquifite torturcs> 

loS Multi . • • Chriftiani in cipcivltatcm 6u6i'i funt. Augvdin, de 
Civ. Dei» L.i. c. 14; and the Chriftians experienced no peculiar hard* 
diips. 

lof See Hcinocduai Anciqulut. Juris Roman, torn. i. p, 96.. 

^ 3 obliged 
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CHAP, obliged to ferve the moderate term of five yesart^ 
till they had difcharged by their labour the price 
of their redemption'*^* The nations vho in- 
vaded the Roman empire, had driven before 
them, into Italy, whole troops of hungry and 
affrighted provincials, lefs apprehenfive of fervi- 
tude than of famine. The calamities of Rome 
and luly difperfed the inhabitants to the vao& 
lonely, the mod fecure, the moft diftant places 
of rejfuge. While the Gothic cavalry ffM-ead ter« 
ror and defolation along the feapcoaft of Cam« 
pania and Tufcany, the little ifland of Igilium, 
feparated by a narrow channel from the Argent 
tarian promontory, repulfed, or eluded, their 
hoftile attempts ; and at fo fmalL a diftance from 
Rome, great numbers of citizens were fecurdy 
concealed in the thick woods of that fequeftered 
fpot"\ The ample patrimonies, which many 

I'o Appendix Cod. Theodof. tvi. in Sirmond. Opera, torn, l p> 735. 
This edi^ wu pabliihed the i ith of December, A. D. 40S. and is man 
re*<onable thtn properly belonged to the miAlftcrs of Honofivt. 
Ill Eminus I$ilu fyWofa cacomiiM in>ror| 
Quern fraudare nefas laudis honore fuc 
Hfbc propriot nupcr tvtau eft infula laltiw) 

Sive loci ingenio, fou t>omin( genio. 
Curglte cum medico vj^icibui ebftitlc arrois 

Tanquam longinquo diflbciata man. 
Kcc multos laceii Oifcepit ab urbc fugatos. 

Hie feflis pofito ceru cimore falua. 
Plurima terreno populaverat squora betto* 

Contra naturani claflb timendus eques 
Unum« mira fides, vario difcrimioe portum \ 
Tam prope Romanis, tarn procid ede Getia; 

RutiUut, in Itintnr. 1. 1 3x5* 
The iOand ii novr called Giglio. See Claver. Ital, Antiq. L ii. p. sjou 

fenatoriaa 
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letutoran hxaHisB pofibftd in Africa, ittvlted char 



tb^m, if they had tkne^ and prudence^ to efcape 
from the ruin of their country ) to embtace the 
Iheltcr of that hofpicable provfaice* The moft iU 
Ittftrious of thefe fugitives was the noble and pious 
Froba^'% the widow of the prsefied Petronius. 
.After the death of her hulband, the moft power^ 
Itti fobjed of Iltome, Ae had remained at the head 
of the Anician family^ and fucceffively fupplied, 
irom her private fortune^ the expence of the con* 
fnlflups of her three fons. When th^ city was 
befieged and taken by the Goths, Proba fup* 
ported^ with Chriftian reiignation, the iofs of iin* 
menfc riches j embarked in a fmall veflel, from 
whence (he beheld, at fea, the flames of her 
tmming palace, and fled with her daughter Ldcta^ 
and htr grand^ughter, the celebrated virgin, 
Demetrias, to the coaft of Africa* The benevo- 
lent profttfion with which the matron diftributed 
the fruits, or the price, of her eftates, contributed 
to alleviate the mlsfortaaes of exile and captivity* 
Bot even the hmilj of Proba herfelf was not ex- 
empt from the rapacious oppreflion of Count 
Heradiaa, who bafely fold, in matrimonial pro- 
ftitution, the nobWft maidens of Rome, to the luft 

>t* 'Aa tbc adventures of Proba aod hrr family are conneAed wicb the 
lif« of St* Aogttftip) they ait diltscnrty Ulaftrated hy Tillemont, Mern« 
Sc^f. coni'Xiu. p«6a»-^635. S«me time after their arrival in Africa, 
Demetrias took the veil, and made a vow of virginity j an event which waa 
coofidered as of the highcii importance t» Rome and to the woi'ld. All the 
immr «rrtce coogratnlaloiy Jctten to her } that of Jerom it ftiU extaD^ 
(torn* i* p* 6s^7$. ad Dcinetriiid* de iervandft Virgiaitit.). and contains a 
nixtort of ahfiird reaibntns> fpirHed declaroationy and sttrlona Ads, ftimc 
«f wWcb relate to the ric|c and fade of Rome. , 

Vofc. V. It 9X 
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c H A p« or iLvsCrice of the Syrian inercbants. Tfae Italkin 

fugitives, were difperfed through the provinces, 

along. the coaft of Egypt and Alia, as &r as Con- 

itantinople and Jeru&lein; and the village of 

Bethlcm, the folitary refidence of St* Jerom and 

jbis female convert^^ was crowded with illuf- 

irious beggars of either fex, and every age, who 

excited the public compailion by the remembrance 

of their paft fortune "^ This awful cataftrophe 

.of Rome filled the aftonithed empire with grief 

tand terror. So interefting a contrail of grearnefs 

.and ruin, dlfpofed the fond credulity of the people 

to deplore, and even to exaggerate, the a^fi^ns 

of the queen of cities. The clergy, who applied 

to recent events the lofty metaphors of Oriental 

prophecy, were fometimes tempted to confound 

the deilru^on of the capital, and the diflblution of 

the globe. 

There exifts in human nature a ftrong propenfity 

theToops .to dq)reciite the advantages, and to magnify the 

.evils, of the prefent times. Tet, when the firft 

•emotions^ had fubfided, and a £iir eftimate was 

made of the real damage, the more learned and 

judicious contemporaries were forced ta confefs, 

'that infant Rome had formerly received -.moit et 

fential injury from the Gauls, than (he had now 

' fuftained from the Goths m her declining age "*• 

.. The 
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. Ill Sec the psthetia compUinc of Jrrom (rom. v. p. 400.), in bU pnftee 
to tbe fecon<l book of bis Cpipoieiicaries on the prophet SstkieL 

;• n4.0roriii«y thoush with fome theological parffality, IkiUt this com- 
farifon, t. ii. c. 19. p. 14S» I; Wi. c. 19. p. $}$, - But, in the hiflofy ai 
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The eicperience of eleven centuries has enabled ^J^^^ 
pofterity to produce a much more Angular paraU 
iel } and to affirm with confidence, that the ra« 
vages of the Barbarians, whom Alaric had led 
from the banks of the Danube, were lefs deftrucf- 
tive, than the hoftilities exercifed by the troops 
of Charles the Fifth, a Catholic prince, who ftyled 
himfelf Emperor of the Romans "^ The Goths 
evacuated the city at the end of fix days, but 
Rome remained above nine months in the pof- 
feffion of the Imperialiftsj and every hour 'was 
ftamed by fome atrocious aft of cruelty, luft> 
and rapine. The authority of Alaric preferved 
fome order and moderation among the ferocious 
multitude, which acknowledged him for their 
leader and king: but the conftable of Bourbon 
had glorioully fiallen in the attack of the walls ; 
and the death of the general removed every re- 
ftraint of difcipline, from an army which con- 
fided of thr* independent nations, the Italians, 
the Spaniards, and the Germans. In the begin- 

tlw taking of Rome by the Gauls, every thing is uncertain, and perhaps 
£»biilous. See Beaufort fur rincercitudc. Sec de rHiftoire Aomainov 
p. 3563 and Melotj in the Mem. de rAcademie des Infcript. torn. X¥. 
IK I — ax. 

"5 The reader who wUhes to inlbrm himfelf of the cirtumftances of 
tUis famous event, may perufe an admirable narrative in Dr. Robertfon^a 
Hiftory of Charles V. vol. ii. p.flS3. j or confult the Annali d*ltaliaof the 
learned Muratori^ torn. xiv. p« 230 — 144. o6Uvo edition. If he is de- 
•firoos of examining the originals, lie may have recoorfe to the eighteenth 
book of the great, but unfinilhed, hiftory of Guicciardini. But the account 
v^hicb RioiV trply deferves the name of authentic and original, is a little book, 
intitleJy // 'Saao di Roma, compofed, within lefs tluin a month after the af- 
file of the dty^ by thc,hr«ther of the hi(lorian Guicciardini, who appears 
to have been an able magiftrate, and a diffuiiiionate writer. 

:- • Y 2 ning 
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CHAP, fitng of the fifteenth century, the maimert of 
Italy exhibited a remarkable fcene of the depravity 
of mankind. They united the languinary crimes 
that prevail in aa unfettled ftate of fodety, vith 
the poliflxed viceg that fpring from the abufe ci 
art and luxury r and the lode adyenturers, who 
had violated every prejudice of patriotilm and 
fuperftitiott to afiault the palace of the Roman 
pontifl^ mud deferve to be confidered as the moft 
profligate of the baliam. At the Cune sera, the 
Spamardi were the terror both of the Old and 
New World ; but their higb*fpirited vafeur was 
difgraced by gloomy pride^ rapacious avarice, 
and unrelenting cruelty. Inde&tigable in the 
{)urfuit of £une and riches, they had improved, 
t)y repeated prance, the moft ejuiuifite and ef« 
fe^lfial methods of torturing their prifoaers; 
many t>t the CaiUUans, who pillaged Rome, were 
familiars of the holy inquifition; and fcxne vo« 
lunteers, perhaps, were lately returned from the 
conquefli of Mexico. The Germam were leis cor- 
rupt than the Italians, lefs cruel than the Spa- 
niards i and the ruftic, or even favage, afpeA of 
fhofe Tramontane warriors, often difgmfed a fimple 
and merciful difpofition. But they had imhibed^ 
In the firft fervour of the reformation, the fpirit, 
as well asr the principles, of Luther. It was thaw 
favourite amufcmcnt to infuit, or deftroy, the 
confecrated objeds of Catholic fuperilition : they 
indulged, without pity or rcmorfc, a dcyput 
hatred againft the clergy of every depomins^oA 
and degree, who form fo con^erable a part of 

the 
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the bhabitinu of modern Rome ; and their fanatic chap. 

XXXi* 

zeal might afpire to fubvert the throne of Anti* ^^.^^^w 
chrift, to purify^ with blood and fire, the abomi* 
nations of the finritual Babylon "^. 

The retreat of the viftorious Goths, who eva- Aiaric eva- 
cuated Rome on the fixth day "% might be the re- Rome, and 
fult of prudence; but it was not furely theeflfeft JJJJf* 
of fear'". At the head of an army, encumbered ^^'♦"^' 
with rich and weighty fpoils, their intrepid leader 
advanced along the Appian way into the fouthem 
provinces of Italy, deftroying whatever dared to 
oppofe his paflage, and contenting himfelf with 
the plunder of the unrefifting country. The fate 
of Capua, the proud and luxurious metropolis of 
Campania, and which was refpe^led, even in its 
decay, as the eighth city of the empire "% is bu* 
tied in oblivion; whilft the adjacent town of 
Nola'^ has been illuftrated^ on this occafion, by 

f>^ The furious fpirit of Luther, the effeft of temper vd entbufiafm, 
hn been fcrciblj attacked (BoflVxet, Hlft. des Variations des Eglifes Pro- 
Kftantcfy liYrr i. p. ao-^36.)> and feebly defended (Seckcndorf, Coi^- 
meat, de tucheranifmo, efpecially 1. i. N^ 78. p« laa «nd I. iii. No laa. 
p. s$60. 

'^ MacceBimify in Chron. Orofius (L vii. c. 39. p. $7$*) afl*em» thai 
he l^t Rome 00 the thirJ day ; but this difference is eafiiy reconciled by the 
ibcceflWe motions of great bodies of troops. 

118 Socrates (1. vii. c. lo,) pretends, wiihoot any colour of trtith» or 
reafoDy that Aiaric ^cd on the report, that Che ariQies of the £a(lcm empire 
were in full march to attack htm. 

"9 Attfonios de Claris Urbtbiis» p- 133* •dtt. Toll. The luxury Af 
Capua bad formerly furpaffed that of Sybaris itfelf* See Athcn««s Deip. 
uofophift. L xii« p. 518. edit. Caiaubon. 

ito Forty-«ight years bc^re (be fouodiition of Rome (about Soo before 
the Chriftian sera), tlie Tbfcani built Capua and Kola, at the diftancc of 
twenty. three miles from each other: but the latter of the two ciues never 
emnftd frvm a fta(c of mediocrity. 

T3 the 
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c ^ A p. the fandity of Paulinus '", who was fucceflively 
a conful, a monk, and a bifliop. At the age of 
forty,' he renounced the enjoyment of weahh and 
honour, of fociety and literature, to embrace a 
life of folitude and penance ; and the loud ap- 
plaufe of the clergy encouraged him to defpife the 
reproaches of his worldly friends, who afcribed 
this defperate aft to fome diforder of the mind or 
body "*. An early and paffionate attachment de- 
termined him to fix his humble dwelling in one of 
the fuburbs of Nola, near the miraculous tomb 
of St. Faelix, which the public devotion had al« 
ready furrounded with five large and populous 
churches. The remains of his fortune, and of his 
underftanding, were dedicated to the fervicc of 
the glorious martyr ; whofe praife, on the day of 
his feftival, Paulinus never foiled to celebrate by 
a folemn hymn ; and in whofe name he erefted a 
fixth church, of fuperior elegance and beauty, 
which was decorated with miany curious piftures, 
from the Hiftory of the Old and New Teftament. 
Such afliduous zeal fecured the favour of the 
faint "% or at lead of the people j and, after 

«»« TiUemont (Mem. Ecclcf. torn. xiv. p. 1—146.) has compiled, with 
his uifual dilisence, all that relates to the life and writings of Paulioast 
"Whofe retreat is celcl^rated by his own pen, and by the praifesof St. Ambrofe, 
St. Jerom, St. Aaguftin, Sulpicius Sevenis, ^c. his Chriftian friends and 
c^oncemporanes. 

«" See the affeftionate letters of Aufonius (epift. xix— xxv, p.650— 
698. edit. Toll.), to his colleague, his friend, and his difciple Paulinus. 
The religion of Aufonius is ft ill a problem (fee Mem. de TAcademie des 
Infcripcions, torn. xv. p. 113—138.). 1 believe that it was fucbin his 
own time, and, confequently^ that in his heart he was a Pagan. 

11} The humble Paulinus once prefumed to fay, that he believed Sf« 
Fi^lix tlid iove lilm | at ie.ift, as a mailer loves his Uulc dog. 

fiftecH 
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fiFtc'en years Vetirement^ the Roman conful was c h A p. 
compelled to accept the bifliopric of Nola, a few x^^^^m^ 
nidtitb$ before the city was invefted by the Goths. 
Daring the fiege, fome religious perfons were 
fatisfied that they had feen, either in dreams or 
vitions, the divine form of their tutelar patron ; 
yet it foon appeared by the event, that Faelix 
wanted power, or inclination, to preferve the 
flock, of which he had formerly been the (hep- 
herd. Nola was not faved from the general de- 
vaftation"*;. and the captive bifliop was pro- 
tected only by the general opinion of his inno- 
cence and poverty. Above four years elapfed 
jfrom the fuccefsful invafion of Italy by the arms 
of Alaric, to the voluntary retreat of the Goths 
under the conduct of his fucceflbr Adolphus; Pnm.m'^n 
and, during the whole time,: they reigned 'with« SiVcl^thi^ 
out c6ntroul over a country, which, in the opinion^ .^^^^^ 
of the ancients, had united all the various excel- 
lencies of nature and art. The profperity, in- 
deed, which Italy had attained in the aufpicious * 
age of the Antonines, had gradually declined . 
with the decline of the empire. The fruits of a 
long peace' periflied under the rude grafp of the. 
Barbarians; and they themfelves were incapable 
of tailing the more elegant refinements of luxury, 
which had been prepared for the ufe of the ibfc 
and poliflied Italians. Each foldier, however, 
claimed an ample portion of the fubflantial plenty, ^ 

iM See Jomandefty de Reb. Get* c, 30. p. 653. PhiJoftoi^ius, Lxii. . 
c. 3. Auguftin, deCiv. Dei| l«i. c. lo. fiaronius, AnoaL Jgcclef. A. Qw . 
iio. NO 45, ^6. 

Y 4 the 
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CHAR the com and cattle, oil and .^rine, that was Mtf 
CQlle&ed, and confum^s n^ the Gothic can^} 
and the principal warriors infnked fh^ viUas, and 
gardens, one inhabited by Lucullus and Cicero, 
along the beauteous coaft of Campania. Their 
trembling captives, the fons and daughters of 
Roman fenators, prefented, ip goblets of gold 
and gems, large draughts of Falemian wine, to 
the haiighty vidors; who ftretched their buge 
limbs under the fliade of plane-trees "^, artificially 
difpofed to exclude the fcorching rays, and to 
admit the genial \i)rannth, of the fun. Thefe 
delights were enhanced by the memory of pai( 
hardihips: the comparifon 6f their native fi>i|| 
the bkak and barren hills of Scythia, and the 
frozen banks of the Elbe, and Panube, added 
new charms to the felicity of the {tallao 
climate'**. 



i«f The fUtMpi, or plaAe-tree, wts • fjwourite of the ancients, hf 
whom it was propagated, for the fidie of (hade, from the Eaft tS Gaol. 
Plin]r» Hift. Natur. zii. 3, 4, 5. He mentioDS feveral of an enomoos fixe | 
one in the Imperial vUla at Velitr^, which Caligula called his neft, as the 
inches were capable of boWmg a large tahle, the proper attendaots, m^ 
the emperor himfclf, whom Pliny quaintly ftyks fars vmbrfi ul ^» pwffi9i| 
which might, with eqiial reafpA, be applied to Aiaric. 
1^ The protraif Sooth to tite dcHmytr ylekfo 

Her boafted titiee, and her golden ficUs : 

With grim d^Uglst the brood of winter vieiRr 

A brighter day, and (kies of a^uir hoe | 

Scent the new fragrance of the opening xk^^ 

And quaff the pendant vintage as it grpws. 
Set Oray*s Poems, published by Mr. Mafim, p. t^j, |nllea4 of em* 
piling tables of chronology and natural hiftpry, why did not Mr. Gray apply 
the powers of his genius to Anifl) the phiiofephic poem, of whioh he h» left 
jTuf h « exqvifitc Ipe^meo ^ 

Whether 
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Wbctber iaine, or conqueft, or richet, urere chap. 
the objed of Alaric^ he puifucd that obje& with 



9x1 indefati^ble ardour, which could neither be ^^^ 
quelled by adv«rfity> nor fatiated by faccetii* No a. 0.410^ 
fooner had he reached the extreme land of Italy, 
than he was attrafted by the Deighboqring pro- 
fped of a fertile and peaceful ifland. Ye; even 
the poflfeifion of Sicily he coniidered only as an 
intermediate flep to the important expedition, 
vrhich he already meditated againil the continent 
of Africa* The ftreights of Rhegium and Mef« 
fina'^ are twelve miles in length, and, in the 
Darroweft paflage, about one mile and a half 
broad; and the fabulous monfters of the deep, 
the rocks of Scylla, and the whirlpool of Charyb- 
diS) could terrify none but the mod timid and 
unlkilful mariners. Yet as foon as the firft divifion 
of the Goths bad embaiked, a fudden temped 
^rofe, which funk, or fcattered, many of the tranf* 
ports; their courage was daunted by the terrors 
oi a new element ; and the whole deiign wa| 
defeated by the premature death of Alaricj which 
fixed, after a ihort illnels, the fatal term of hi^ 
conquefts. The ferocious character of the Bar- 
barians was difplayed, in the funeral of a hero^ 
whofe valour, and fortune, they celebrated with 
mournful applaufe. By the labour of a captive 
multitude, they forcibly diverted the courfe of 

^ For the period defcription of the Streights of MciYlna, ScylU, 
Charybdi^y ict. fee Chiverias (Ital. Antiq. 1. U, p. tt^y '^tid Sicilii 
Antk]. |« L p. 60—76.)* wbo had diligently (ludied the an9ientS| and fur- 
7eyc4 With t carious eye the a^uai face of the countr/. 

the 
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c H A ?. the Bafentinuv a fmall nVer that waihes the walls 

%^^^n^ of Confentia. The royal fepulchre, adorned with 

the fplendid fpoil^, and trophies, of Rome, was 

conftrufted iii the vacant bed; the waters were 

then reftored to their natural channel; and the 

fecret fpot, where the remains of Alaric had been 

depofited, was for ever concealed by the inhaman 

maflacre of the prifoners, who had been employed 

to execute the work "'• 

£?'^f"te '^^^ perfonal animofities, and hereditary feuds, 

c«h$,coii- of the Barbarians, were fufpended by the ffrong 

peacrwith neccffity of their affairs ; and the brave Adolphus, 

lidSS?chc8 ^^^ brother-in-law of the deceafed monarch, was 

iBioGauJ, unanimoufly elefted to futceed to his throne: 

A* D« 4i2« 

The charafter and political fyftem of the new 
king of the Goths, may be beft underftood froni 
his own converfaiion with an illuftrious citizen of 
Narbonne; who afterv^^rds, in a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, related it to St. Jerom, in the 
prefence of the hiftorian Orofius. *' In the full 
** confidence of valour and vi^ory, I once afpired 
** (faid Adolphus) to change the face of the uni- 
" verfe ; to obliterate the name of Rome ; to' 
*• ereft on its ruins the dominion of the Goths ; 
^' and to acquire, like Auguftus, the immortal 
*• fame of the founder of a new empire. By 
** repeiited experiments, I was gradually convinced, 
** that laws are eflentially neceflary to maintain 
*^ and regulate a welUconftituted ftate ; and that 
" the fierce untraftable humour of the Goths 
" was incapable of bearing the falutary yoke of 

>^s Jomandesj dc Rcb« Get. c« 3a p* 654. 

*• lavs. 
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"laws, and civil government. From that mo-' ^^^J*-* 
"ment I propofed to myfelfi different objeft of 
" glory and ambition ; and it is now my finccre 
" wifli, that the gratitude of future ages (hould 
" acknowledge the merit of a ftranger, who em- 
" ployed the fword of the Goths, not to fubvert, 
" but to reftore and maintain, the profpcrity of 
** the Roman empire "'." With thefe pacificf ^ 
views, the fucccffor of Alaric fufpended the ope- 
rations of war ; and ferioufly negociated with the 
Imperial court a treaty of friendfliip and alliance. 
It was the inrereft of the minifters of Honorius, 
who were now releafed from the obUgation of 
their extravagant oath, to deliver Italy from the 
intolerable weight of the Gothic powers ; and 
they readily accepted their 'fervice againft the 
tyrants and barbarians who infefted the pro-' 
vinces beyond the Alps'^°. Adolphus, affuming 
the charadler of a Roman general, diredted his 
march from the extremity of Campania to the 
fouthern provinces of GauL His troops, either 
by force or agreement, immediately occupied the 
cities of Narbonne, Thoulpufe, and Bourdeaux ; 
and though they were repulfed by Count Boni- 
face from the walls of MarfelUes^ they foon ex« 

f29 Orofius, )• vii. c. 43. p. 584, 5S5. He was Tent b/Sc Auguftin, in 
the year 41 5, from Africa to PaleAine, to vifit St. Jerom^ and to confult 
with him on the fubjef^ of the Pelagian controverfy. 

>}o Jornandes fuppofe8> without much prol>abitity, that Adolphus vlli ted 
and plundered Rome a fecond time (more locuAarum erafit). Yet he agrees 
with Orofius in fuppoHng, that • treaty of peace was concluded between 
the Gothic prince and Honorlus. See Orof. 1. vii. c* 43. p. 5S4> 585. Jor- 
Ttandes, de Reb. GcticiSa c 31. p. ^54^ 655.' 

tended 
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tended their qnartev^ from the Mediterraneaa to 
the Ocean. The opprefled provmciab might 
exclaim, that the miferable remnant, which the 
enemy hadfpared, was cruelly raviQied by their 
pretended allies ; yet ibme fpecious coloiirs were 
not wantmg to palliate^ or juftify, the violence 
of the Goths. The cities of Gaul, which they 
attacked, might perhaps be confidered as in a 
ftate of rebellion agatnft the govemment of Ho* 
norius: the articles of the treaty^ or the fecret 
inftruQions of the court, might fometimes be 
alleged in favour of the feemiqg ufurpations of 
Adolphtts } and the guilt of any . irregular, un- 
fuccelsful, aft of hoftility, might always be un- 
puted, with an appearance of truth, to the un. 
gpvemaUe fpirit of a Barbarian hofl:, impatient 
of peace or difcipline. The luxury of Italy had 
been lefs effedual to foften the temper, than to 
relax the courage, of the Goths ; and they had 
imbibed the vices, without imitating the arts and 
inftitutions, of civilifed fociety *"• 
liit marri. The profciSous of Adolphus were probably fin- 
fhcidb^ cere, and bis attachment to the caufe of the 
A.P.414. republic was fecured by the afcendant which a 
Roman princefs had acquired over the heart and 
underftanding of the Barbarian king. Pladdia *^\ 

>l* The retr^t of the Goths from Italy, and their firft tranfiifiions Ir 
Caul, are dark and doubtful. I have derived much aiTiAaoce from MaUou 
(Hift. of tbe ancient Germans, 1. vUi. ^. 99. 35, 36, 37* )i ^^ li^ ^U"^* 
Crated, and conneAcd, the broken chronic^ and fr4gmeDts of il*e 
limes. 

n^ See an account of PUcidia in Dacanfc, Fam* Bytant« p. 71. $ and 
^iUcmont, Hlih det Empcreurs^ torn* >• p* a^a j^tp 4ec«. cqid* yL p.»4<^ 
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(he daughter of the great Theodoiio$, and of ^^^J"- 

Galla^ his fecood wife» had received a Myal edu* 

caiioa in the palace of Conftantinc^ ; but the 

eventful ftory of her life is conneded with the 

revolutbns which agitated the Weftem empii^ 

under the re^ of her brother Honorios* When 

Rome was firil invefted by the arms of Alarkf 

Placidis^ who was then about twenty years of age, 

reiided in the city } zpd her ready qonfent to the 

death of her coufm Serma has a cruel and on* 

grateful aiqpearance, whlpb, according f# the <k^ 

cumftances of the ai^tiaoi^ may be aggra? ated^ or 

excttfed, by the confideration of her tender age *^\ 

The viOorious Barbarians detained, either as a 

hoftage or a captive "^» the fifter of Hoaorius^ 

bat, while (he was expofed to the difgraoe of foU 

loraig round baly the motions of a Gothic camjpw 

ihe experieneed^ hpwever, a deoent and iiefpe^ 

fol treatmenit* The authority of Jornandes, who 

praifes the beaotf of Pladdia, may perhaps be ^ 

CQunterbalanced by the filence, the ezpreifive 

filence, of her flatterers : yet the fplendour of her 

birth, the bloom of youths the ekgance i^ maa^ 

ners, and the dexterous infinuatton which ihe 

condefcended to employ, made a deep impreflion 

on the mind of Adolphos; and the Gothic long 

afpired to call himfelf che brother of the emperor. 

The minifters of Honorius reje£ked with difiiaaa 

the propofal of an alliance, fo injurious to every 

>n ZoGm. 1. V. p. 350. 

>I4 Zofinu L VI. p. 383. Oroflus (I. Vti. c. 4a p. $76.), ind rbc Chro* 
ni«le« of MarceUinas and Idatius, feem to fuppofe, that the Ootht did noC 
iirry away Placidia till after the M fiei^e of Rome. 

fei^timent 
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cii A P. fendment of Roman pmlej and repeatediy urged 
the reftkutfon of Placidia, as an indifpenlable 
condition of the treaty of peace. But the daugh- 
ter of Theodofius fubmitted^ without relttdance^ 
to the defires of the conqueror, a young and 
^bnt prince, who yielded to Alaric in loftinefs of 
ftature, but who exddled in tlie more attradive 
qualities of grace and beauty.- The marriage of 
Adolphus and Placidia'^^ was cbnfummated ^before 
the Goths retired from Italy ; and the folemn, 
pisrhaps the anniverfary, day of their nuptials was 
afterwards celebrated in the houfe of Ingenuus, 
one of the moft illuftrious ^ritizens of Nafbonne 
in Gaul. The bride, attired and adorned like a 
Roman emprefs, was placed on a throne of ftate ; 
and the kiUg of the Goths, who aflumed, on this 
occafion, the Roman habit,' contented himfelf 
with a lefs honourable feat by her- fide. The 
nuptial gift, which, according to the cuftom of 
his nation *'% was offered to Placttfia, coftfifled 
:-.,.. .:.-.... of 



* Iff See the pi^ret of Addphut and Placidia, -tnd the accoont of tfwir 
«arriag;e in Jomandes, de Rcb. Getidft» c. 3 1. p. ^54, 655. With regard to 
the place "Where ti.e nuptials were (lipulated, or confummated, or celebrated^ 
tfc MSSi of Jomandes vary between two nei^boariilK clcies, Forii and 
I||^,( Forum Livii and Forum Comelii). It Is Aiir and eafy to reconcile 
the Gothic hiftorian with Olympiodorus (fee Mafcou, L viii. c 46*} ^ 
but Tillemont growi peeviih, and fweafs, that it is not worth while to try 
10 conciliate Jonwndes with any good authors. 

\U^ The ViAgotha (tlie Aibjeds of Adolphua) reibiined, by fubfeqiient 
lawsy the prodigality of conjugal love. It was illegal for a hufband to makr 
My gift or fettlement for the benefit of his wife during the firft year of 
their mardage i and his liberality could not at any time exceed (he tenth 
psut of hit property. The Lombards were fomewhat more indulgent: 
they allowed the morgin^caf itnmcdiately aAcr the wedding- night j and this 

' faodou* 
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of the rare and magirificent fpoils of her country; c ha p. 
Fifty beautiful youths, in filken robes, carried a ^.m^^^- 
bafin in each hand ; and one of thefe baiins was 
filled with pieces of gold, the other with precious 
fton^ of an ineftimable value. Attains, fo long 
the fport of fortune, and of the Goths, was ap^ 
pointed to lead the chorus of the Hymenseal: 
fong; and the degraded emperor might - afpire ta 
the praife of a fkilful mufician. The Barbarians 
enjoyed the infolence of their triumph ; and the 
provmcials rejqiced in this alliance, which tem- 
pered, by the mild influence of love and reafbn, 
the fierce fpirit of their Gothic lord *". 

The hundred bafias of gold and. gems, pre^ TheCotiiie 
fented to Placidia at her nuptial feaft,. formed an *'*^'*'^ 
inconfiderable portion of the Gothic treafures;.of 
which fome extraordinary fpecimens may be 
felefted from the hiftory of the fucceflbrs of Adol<t 
phu^» Many curious and coflly ornaments .df 
pure gold, enriched with jewels, were found i(i 
their palace of Narbonne, when it wa$ pillaged, 
in the fixth century, by the Franks :. fixty Qups^ 
or chalices -, fifteen patens y or plates, for the ufe 
of the communion; twenty boxes, or cafes, to 
hold the books of the gofpels ; this confecrated 

(amous iiSh the reward of vtrginity> might equal tie ibarth part of tho- 
bufband*s fubilance. Some cautious maidens, indeed, Were wife enough to 
(iipuiate beforehand a preOnit, which they were too Aire of not de&rvirig. . 
^ Monteiquieoy EfpnC dea JUoiXy 1. xtx. c. %$*^ Muratori, delle Aaci- 
chlti Ital^ane, torn, i, DiHertazion xx. p. 343. 

137 We owe the curious detail of this nuptial fea A to the hiAorian 01yii»- 
plodorus, ap. Photiaai» p* 1S5. 18S. ^ 

10 wealth 
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^JL^.^- weahh'^' was dkbibuted by the ibii of Qtms 
among the churches of his <kH»tiuQiia» and his 
pbns liberality fesms to upbraid foine former 
fibctilege of the Gotfas« They pofle&d, with more 
fiscurity of cou&ieoce^ the £imous ndffiriumi or 
great diih for the fervice of the table^ of maffy 
gold, of the weight of fire hundred poondt> aod 
of bx fuperior talue^ from the preoions ftones, 
the exqulfite worlunanfliip, and the tradidon, 
that it tekd been prefented by j£tius the patricbn^ 
to Torifmond king of the Goths* One of die 
focceffors of Torifmond porchaied the aid of the 
French monarch by the promife of dm magnifi- 
cent gift. When he was feated on the throne of 
Spain, he delivered it with reluftance to the am- 
bafladors of Dagobert; defpotled them on the 
rand; ftipulated, after a long negodation^ the 
madequate rsuifom of two hundred thou£md 
pieces of gold ; and preferred the mfforuan^ as 
the pride of the Gothic treafury •'•. When that 
treafury, after the conqueft of Spain, was plun- 
dered by the Arabs, they admu-ed, and they 

n% Set in the great coSteaion of tlie htilorians of Fnmce \f§ Dom« Bon- 
net, lofu. tt. Greg. Tvroncfif. 1. iiJ..e.io. p. 191. Gdb R^gwn FrW' 
ccnim^ c. 93. p. 557. The anonymous writef , with an igponooe wortfaj 
of liis tJTj^ fuppofei tlMt thefe inilrumenu of ChrilliMi worfliip hatf 
faeionstvl totlM forwle •! SolomoB. 1/ he has any Bic«uttg> tC flM* be, 
tl«t they were fo«nd in the fack of Rome. 

«» Confidt dieiiDllowiiig original teJE^monits In tke HillariaDiof fMnce, 
«on.li« fMcgiiBi Saholaftid Chran. c. 73. pb44f. Frcdagv. FfasmM. 
iii. p. 463. Gefta Regis Dagobm. c ap. p. 5S7. Tha aoocatei oC 6ifi»- 
an4 «o the tfanocof 6p»in happened A. D. 631. The aM^ooo pkcas of 
%%M were appropriated by Dagobert to (be fova^atiMI of ttedmrdi el 

% luTe 
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have celebrated) another objed (Ull more re- chap. 
markable; a table of confidcmble fize, of one vJ!^iL 
fingle piece of folid ^lerald '**', encircled with 
three row^s of fine pearls, fupported by three hun- 
dred and fixty-five feet of gems and mafly 
gold, and eftimated at the price of five hundred 
•thouGuid pieces of gold '^# Some portion of the 
Gothic treafures might be the gift of friendfhip, or 
the tribute of obedience : but the far greater part 
had been the fruits of war and rapine, the fpoils of 
the empire, and perhaps of Rome* 

After the deliverance of Italy from the oppref- Laws for 
fion of the Goths, fome fecret counfellor was per- onJ^^^'^'ind 
nritted, amidft the fa^ions of the palace, to heal ^^^* 
the wounds of that affltded country***. By a 4ic-l4'i7. 
wife and huniane regulation, the eight provinces 
which had been the mod deeply injured, Cam- 
pania, Tufcany^ Picenum, Samnium, Apulia, 
Calabria^ Bruttium, and Lucania, obtained an 



Mo The prcCKkm Goguct (Ori^tne des Loix, ice. lom. ti p. sjp.) Is of 
opinion> chat the (lupendous pieces of emerald^ the ftatue* and columns^ 
which antiquity has placed in Egypt, at Gades, at CottftantinOflc, were in 
reality artificial compofitions <>/ coloured gUfs. The fimuus cmerakl diih, 
which j» ihcwfi at Genai, is fuppofed to counteoaoce the fufpicioo. 

Hi Eimacin. Hift. Saracenica, I i. p. S5. Rodenc Tolec Hift. Arab, 
c. 9. Cardoone, Hift. de rAliique ct de i'Efpagne Tout le» Arabes, torn. i. 
p. 83. It was called the Table of Soloqion, accoiding to the cufloni of the 
Orieotalsy who afcribe to that prince every aacieot work q{ knowledge or 
magnificence. 

14A His three laws are inferted in the Theodofian Code. l» xi. tit. -xxvVu, 
leg* 7. L. xiii. tit. xi. leg. la. L. xv. tU. xiv. leg. 14. The expreffion* 
«f die iaH are very ttmukjibki fincc (bty contain not only a pardon, buft 
aDapolog/. 

Vox.. V. Z indul- 
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CHAP. Indulgence of fivo years : the ordinary tribote 
was reduced to one-fifth^ and even that fifth wu 
deftined to reftore, and fupport, the ufeful inftiti^ 
tion of the public pods. By another law, the 
lands, which had been left without inhabitants or 
cultivation, were granted, with fome diminutioa 
of taxes, to the neighbours who ihould occupy, 
or the ftrangers who ihould folicit them ; and the 
xkew pofleflbrs were fecured againft the future 
claims of the fugitive proprietors. About the 
fame time a general amnefty was publiflied in the 
name of Honorius, to abolifli the guilt and me- 
mory of all the involuntary offences, which had 
been committed by his unhappy fubjefts, during 
the term of the public diforder and calamity. 
A decent and refpeflful attention was paid to the 
reftoration of the capital ; the citizens were en- 
couraged to rebuild the edifices which had been 
deftroyed or damaged by hofttte fire ; and extras 
ordinary fupplies of corn were imported from the 
coaft of Africa. The crowds that fo lately fled 
before the fword of the Barbarians, were fooi> 
recalled by the hopes of plenty and pleafure j and 
Albinus, praefeft of Rome, informed the court, 
with fome anxiety and furprife, that, in a finglc 
day, he had taken an account of the arrival of 
fourteen thoufand ftrangers'^'. In lefs than 

•43 Olympjocloms ap. Phot. p. i88. Philoftorgius (1. xil. c. 5 ) ot». 
ferves, ihat when Honorius made his triumphiil entry, he tnocmngcd rfce 
UomaA, with his hand and vrtlcc (x»{* k^ T'Xa.Tm}, lorcbvlld their city; 
and tite Chronicle of Profper commends Heraclian, qui in R^manz urtns 
Tcfariitiontm Arcnuum c^Lbuciat nilnii^crium^ 

feven 
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feven years, the veftiges of the Gothic invafion chap. 
\vere almoft obliterated ; and' the city appeared to y^^^^^J^ 
refume its formet fplendour and tranquillity. The 
venerable matron replaced her crown of laurel, 
which had been ruffled by the ftorms of war ; and 
was ftill amufed, in the laft moment of her decay, 
with the prophecies of revenge, of viftory, and of 
eternal dominion '**. 

This apparent tranquillity was foon difturbed ^.f ^^A*** 
by the approach of an hoftile armament from the Hcraci.^, 
country which afforded the daily fubfiftence of the Airill, 
Roman people. Heraclian, count of Africa, ^^•4«j- 
who, under the moft difficult and diftrefsful cir- 
cumftances, had fupported, with aftive loyalty, 
thecaufe of Honorius, was tempted, in the year 
of his confulfliip, to aflume the charaQer of ti re« 
bel, and the title of emperor. The ports of Africa 
were immediately filled with the naval forces, at 
the head of which he prepared to invade Italy r 
arid his fleet, when it caft anchor at the mouth of 
the Tyber, indeed furpafled the fleets of Xerxes 
and Alexander, if all the veflels, including the 
royal galley, and the fmalleft boat, did adually 
amount to the incredible number of three thou- 



>44 The date of the voyige of Claudias Rutiliui Numatianus, is dogged 
with fome difficulties ; but Scaliger has deduced from aftronomical chandcrs, 
that he left Rome the 24th of September, and embarked at Forio the 9th of 
Odober, A. D. 41 6« See TiUemont^ Hift. det Empereurs, torn. v. p. Szo, 
In this poetical Itinerarjry Rutilius (I i. ii5» Itc.) addreflea Rome in a high 
firain of congratnlation : -^ 

Erige crinales lauros, feniumque fjcrati 
Vertjcis in Tirides Roma recinge comat| Ire* 

Z 2 fand 
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^xxx/* ^^ ^^'^ hundred***. Yet with fiich an agpa^ 
mtnty which might have fubverted^, or reftored^ 
the greatefl empires of the earthy the Afrioa 
ufurper made a very £aint and &eble impreflion 
on the provinces of his livaU As he marched 
from the port, along the road which leads to the 
gates of Rome, he was encountered, terrified^ 
and routed, by one of the Imperial captains ; and 
die lord of this mighty hoft, deferting his for- 
tune and his friends, ignominioufly fled with a 
fingle ihip '*^. When Heraclian landed in the 
harbour of Carthage, he found that the whole 
province, difdaining fuch an unworthy ruler, had 
returned to their allegiance. The rebel was be- 
headed in the ancient temple of Memory ; his 
confulflnp was aboliOied '^' j and the remains of 
his private fortune, not exceeding the moderate 
ium of four thoufand pounds of gold, were 
granted to the brave Conftantius, who had already 
defended the throne, which he afterwards flnted 
with his feeble fovereign. Honorius viewed, 
with fupine mdifference, the calamities of Rome 

»4J Orofius conipofcd his b'ftory in Africa, only two yetr* after the event ; 
yet his authority fecmj tu he overhalanced by the inprobabiUty.of the faQ, 
The Chronicle of Marceliinus gives HeracKan 700 ftiips, and 3C00 men ; 
the Utter of ihefe numbers i» ridictiloufly comipc ; but the IbnAcp wsald 
pleafc me very nuich. 

146 The Chronicle o£ Idacius affiroas, without the kaft appeannoe of 
truth, that be advanctd a« far as Otricutam, in 9mbria» whert hrwas over, 
thrown in a- great battle, with the lofs of fifty thoufknd men. 

147 See Cod. Theod. I. xv. tit. xiv. leg. 13. The legal ads peribrmed 
ia his name, even the manumlflion of Savet, were declacetf invalid, till ibey 
had been formally repealed. 

and 
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and Italy '^; but the rebelliotts tttempts of AiU c h a- p.. 
talus and Heradian, againft hit pcrfoDal fafety^ y,^^,,m^a 
awakened^ for a momenr, die torpid mftiafl o£ 
his nature. He was probably ignorant of the. 
caofes and events which ]Mreferved htm^om thefe 
impending dangers; and as Italy was no longer 
invaded by any foreign or domeftic enemies, be 
peaceably exifted in the palace of Ravenna, while 
the tyrants beyond the Alps were repeatedly van- 
qutihed in the name, and by the lieutenants of 
the bn of Theodofius '^\ In the courfe of a bufy 
and interefting narrative, I might poffibly forget 
to mention the death of fuch a^prince : and I fhall 
therefore take the precaution of obferving, in this 
place, that he furvived the laft fiege of Rome about 
thirteen years* 

The ufurpation of Conftantine, who received Revoiutioni 
the purple from the legions of Britain, had been spain^ 
foccefsful ; and feemed to be fecure. His title J^^^^ 
was acknowledged, from the wall of Antoninus 
to the columns of Hercules ; and, in the midft 
of the public diforder, he (hared the dominion, 

143 I have difdained to mention a very foolifli, and prohably a falfc, report 
(Procop. de Bell. Vandal I. i. c. 2.). that Honorius was alarmed by the U/t of 
Kome» tUI^ underilood that \i was not a favourite chicken of that nnnt, 
but only the capiul of the worJd, which had been toft. Yet even this ftory 
is fooie evidence of the public opinion. 

149 The materials fo€ the live* «C all thefe tyrants are taken from fix con- 
temppcary hUloriani, two Latins> and four Greeks : OrofiuSy 1. vii. c. 4a. 
p. 581, 58a, 583.} Renatus Profutunis Frigcridus, apud Gregor. Turon. 
1. ii. c. 9. ill the hiftoriani of France, torn. ii. p. 165, 166. Zofimut, 1. vi. 
p. J70, J71. OlympiodoniSj apud Phot. p. 1 So, 181. 184, 185. Soaomcp, 
Lix. c. la, 13, 14, 15.J and PhlJoaorsius, 1. xi . c 5, 6 , with Godcfroy's 
DUTertations, p. 477— .48 1. { belldet the four Chronicles of Profper Tyr», 
PiQ^r of Aquiuifif I datius, and MarceUinvt, 

Z3 and 
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aad the plunder, of Gaul and Spain, with the 
tribes of Barbarians, vhofe deftradive progrds 
was no longer checked by the Rhine or Pyrenees. 
Stained with the blood of the kinfmen of Hono« 
rius, he es^torted, from the court of Ravenna, 
with which he fecretly correfponded, the ratifica- 
tion of his rebellious claims. Conftantine en- 
gaged himfelf, by a folenin promife, to deliver 
Italy from the Goths ; advanced as far as the 
banks of the Po ; and after alarming, rather than 
ai&fting, his pufilianimous ally, hadily returned to 
the palace of Aries, to celebrate, with intemperate 
luxury, his vain and oftentatious triumph. But 
this tranlient profperity wa^ foon interrupted and 
deftroyed by the revolt of count Gerontius, the 
braved of his generals ; who, during the abience 
of his fon Conftans, a prince already invefted 
with the Imperial purple, had been left to com- 
mand in the provinces of Spain. For fome rea- 
fen, of which we are ignorant, Gerontius, inftead 
of afluming the diadem, placed it on the head of 
his friend Maximus, who fixed ' his refidence at 
Tarragona, while the aftive count preffed for- 
wards,* through the Pyrenees, to furprife the two 
emperors, Condantine and Conftans, before they 
could prepare for their defence. The fon was 
made prifoner at Vienna, and immediately put to 
death} and the unfortunate youth had fcarcely 
leifure to deplore the elevation of his family ; 
which had • tempted, or compelled him, facrile- 
gioufly to defert the peaceful obfcurity of the mo» 
naftic life» The father maintained a iiege within 

the 
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tfie walls of Aries ; but thofc walls muft have c " a p. 
yielded to the affailants, had not the -city been 
u'nexpeftedly relieved by the approach of an Ita- 
lian army. The name of Honorius, the procla-^ 
mation of a lawful emperor, aftonifhed the con- 
tendmg parties of the rebels. Gerontius, aban- 
doned by his own troops, efcaped to the confines 
of Spain; and refcueid his name from oblivion,* 
by the Roman courage which appeared to ani-. 
mate the laft moments of his life. In the middle 
of the night, a great body of his perfidious fol- 
diers furrounded, and attacked his houfe, which 
he had ftrongly barricaded. His wife, a valiant 
friend of the nation of the Alani, and fome faith- 
fril flaves, were iliU attached to his perfon ; and 
he ufed, with fo much fkill and refolution, a 
large magazine of darts and arrows, that above 
three hundred of the affailants loft their lives in 
the attempt. His flaves, when all the miflile 
weapons were fpent, fled at the dawn of day ; 
and Gerontius, if he had not been feftrained by 
conjugal tendernefs, might have imitated their 
example ; till the foldiers, provoked by fuch ob* 
fttnate refiftance, applied fire on all fides to the 
houfe. In this fatal extremity, he complied with 
the requeft of his Barbarian friend, and cut off 
his head. The wife of Gerontius, who conjured 
him not to abandon her to a life of mifery and 
difgrace, eagerly prefented her neck to his fwordj 
and the tragic fcene was terminated by the death 
of the count himfelf, who; after three ineffeftual 
Z 4 ilrokes. 
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ftrokes^ drew a fliart dagger, and (heathed it ift 
his heart '*^ The unproteded Maxtmus, xvhom 
he had invefted wkh the purple, was indebted 
for his life to the contempt that was entertained 
of bis power and abilities. The caprice of the 
Barbarians, who ravaged Spain, once more feated 
this Imperial phantom on the throne: but they 
foon refigned him to the juftice of Honorius ; and 
the tyrant Maximus, aft^r he had been ihewn to 
the people of Ravenna and Rome, was publicly 
executed. 

The general, Conftantius was his name, who 
raifed by his approach the faege of Aries, and 
diilipated the troops of Gerontius, was born a 
Roman: and this remarkable diiUndion is 
ftrongly expreflive of the decay of military fpirit 
among the fubje£ls of the empire. The ftrength 
and majefty which were conlpicuous in the per* 
fon of that general'^', marked him, in the po- 
pular opinion, as a candidate worthyof the throne, 
which he afterwards afcended. In the familiar 
intercourfe of private life, his manners were 
cheerful and engaging : nor would he fometimes 
difdain, in the licence of convivial mirth, to vie 



150 The praifes which Sozomen has beftowed on this %€t of defpair, ap- 
pear ftrange and fcandalous in the mouth of an ccclefiaftical htitorian. He 
dbfetvet (p^ 379»)9 that the wife of GcroiKius wm a Ctrjfiian ; and chat her 
death was worthy of her religioni ar^l of Immortal fame. 

151 E*ioj af«w Tvpm^b^-, is the exprcfiion of Olympiodoros, wMch 
he fcciris to have borrowed from yCc/«i, a tragedy of Euripides, of which 
fome fragments ooly are 'fiow extant (Euripid. Barnes^ torn. ii. p. 44s* 
vcr. 38.). Thii aliufion may prove, that the ancient tragic poets were fliU 
famihar to the Greeks of the fifth century, 

with 
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with the pantomimes themfelves, in the exerctfes chap. 
of their ridiculous profeffion. But when the 
trumpet fummoned him to ., arms ; when he 
mounted his horfe, and, bending down (for fuch 
was his lingular pradtice) almoil upon the neck^ 
fiercely rolled his large animated eyes round the 
field, Conftantius then ftruck terror into his foes, 
and infpired his foldiers with the afllirance of 
viftory. He had received from the court of 
Ravenna the important commiflion of extirpating 
rebellion in the provinces of the Weft ; and the 
pretended emperor Conftantine, after enjoying a 
ihort and anxious refpite, was again befieged in 
his capital by the arms of a more formidable 
enemy. Yet this interval allowed time for a 
fuccefsful negociation with the Franks and Ale- 
manni ; and his ambafiador, I£dobic« foon re- 
turned, at the head of an army, to difturb the 
operations of the fiege of Aries. The Roman 
general, inftead of expeding the attack in his 
lines, boldly, and perhaps wifely, refolved to pafs 
the Rhone, and to meet the Barbarians. His 
meafures were conduced with fo much fkill and 
fecrecy, that, while they engaged the infantry of 
Conftantius in the front, they were fuddenly 
attacked, furrounded, and deftroyed by the cavalry 
of his lieutenant Ulphilas, , who had filently 
gained an advantageous poft in their rear. The 
r{^mains of the army of Edobic were preferved by 
flight or fubmiffion, and their leader efcaped from 
the field of battle to the houfe of a faithlefs friend; 
who too clearly underftood, that the head of his 

obnoxious 
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c H A P. obnoxious gueft would be an acceptable and 
v,-^w"W lucrative prefcnt for the Imperial general. On 
this occaHon, Conftantius behaved with the magna- 
nimity of a genuine Roman. Subduing, or fnp- 
preffing, every fenttment of jealoury, he publicly 
acknowledged the merit and fervices of Ulphilas : 
but he turned with horror from the aflfaflin of 
Edobic; and fternly intimated his commands, 
that the camp (hould no longer be polluted by 
the prefence of an ungrateful wretch, who had 
violated the laws of friendlhip and hofpitality. 
The ufurpcr, who beheld, from the walls of Aries, 
the ruin of his laft hopes, was tempted to place 
fome confidence in fo generous a conqueror. He 
required a folemn proniife for his fecurity ; and 
after receiving, by the impofition of haftds, the 
facred charafter of a Chriftian Prefbyter, he ven- 
tured to open the gates of the city. But he foon 
experienced, that the principles of honour and 
integrity, which might regulate the ordinary 
conduft of Conftantius, were fuperfeded by the 
f^Mthofthc loofe doftrines of political morality. The Ro- 
io*nft^n. itian general, indeed, refufed to fully his laurels 
a" n . with the blood of Conftantine ; but the abdicated 
Nov. 1%. emperor, and his fon Julian, were fent under a 
ftrong guard into Italy ; and before they reached 
the palace 6f Ravenna, they met the miniders of 
death. 
r.iiotriK: ^ At a time when it was univerfally confefled^ 
"(w.nu?/ that almoft every man in the empire was fuperior 
IVSmu' 5^ perfoiial merit to the princes whom the acd- 

*" A D ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ feated on the throne, a 
4u— 416. rapid 
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rapid fucceffion of ufurpers, regardlefs of the fate chap. 
of their predeceflbrs, ftill continued to arife. «,^.^31!L; 
This mifchief was peculiarly felt in the provinces ' 
of Spain and Gaul, where the principles of order 
and obedience had been extinguiflied by war and 
rebellion. Before Conftantine refigned the. pur- 
ple, and in the fourth month of the fiege of ArleSt 
intelligence was received in the Imperial camp, 
that Jovinus had aflfumed the diadem at Mentz^ 
in the Upper Germany, at the inflligation of 
Gear, king of the Alani, and of Guntiarius, 
king of the Burgundians ; and that the candidate, 
on whom they had beftowed the empire, ad« 
vanced with a formidable hod of Barbarians, 
from the banks of the Rhine to thofe of the 
Rhone* Every circumftance is dark and extraor-^ 
dinary in the Ihort hiftory of the reign of Jovlnusv 
It was natural to expe£t, that a brave and fkilful 
general, at the head of a vidlorious army, would 
have aflerted in a field of batde, the judice of 
the caufe of Honorius.- The hafty retreat of 
Conftantius might be juftified by weighty rea« 
fens; but he refigned, without a flruggle, the 
pofleilion of Gaul : and Dardanus, the Praetorian 
prssfed, is recorded as the only magiHrate who 
refiifed to yield obedience to the ^ ufurper "^^ 

<5^Si<)onlus /^p'^llinaris (1. v. cpift. 9. p. 139. and Not. Sirmond. p. 58.1» 
alter ftigmatifing the incon/^ancy of Conflantine» the facUity of Jovmus, itm 
ftrfidy of GcrontiuSy continues coobferve, that all the vices of chefe tyrant^ * 

wcr« united in the perl'on of Dard<«nus, Yet the pnefe^ fupported a refpedl- 
able chara£lvr in the world, and even in the church \ held a defout corrt- 
fpondence with St Auguftin and St. Jerom \ and was compllroented by the 
latct r (torn. iii. p. 66.) wdi the epithets of ChriAianorum NobtUflimei and 
Nobiilum ChriAianJlituiv. 

When 
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CHAP. When the Goths, two years after, the fiege of 
Rome, ellablilhed their quarters in GauL it was 
natural to foppofe that their inclinatioas could be 
divided cmly between the emperor Honorius, 
with whom they had formed a recent alliance, 
and the degraded Attalus, whom they referved 
in their camp for the occafional purpofe of ading 
the part of a muikian or a monarch. Yet in a 
moment of difguft (for which it is not eafy to 
aiDgn a caufe, or a date), Adolphiu conneded 
bimfelf with the ufurper of Gaul ; and impofed 
on Attains the ignominious ta(k of negociating 
the treaty, which ratified his own difgrace. We 
are again furprifed to read, that, inftead ci co&« 
iidering the Gothic alliance as the firmed fuppcnt 
of his throne, Jovinus u{^raided^ in dark and 
ambiguous language, the ofEcious importunitj 
of Attalus ; that, fcoming the advice of his great 
ally, be invefted with the purple his brother Se- 
baftbn; and that he moft imprudently accepted 
the fervice of, Sarus, when that gallant chief, the 
foldier of Honorius, was provoked to defert the 
court of a prince, who knew not how to reward, 
or punifli. Adolphus, educated amon|^ a race of 
warriors, who efteemed the duty of revenge as 
the moft precious and facred portion of their in* 
beritance, advanced with a body of ten tboufand 
Goths. to encounter the hereditary enemy of the 
houfe of Balti. He attacked Sarus at an un- 
guarded moment, when he was accompanied only 
by eighteen or twenty of his valiant followen. 
United by friendfliip, animated by defpair, but 
14 St 
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ai kngth oppreiTcd by multitudes, this band of c h a p. 
heroes deferved the. eftecniy without exciting the Jj^^l^f 
cooipaffion» of their enemies ; and the lion was 
no focmer taken in the toils '", than he was in* 
fiantly difpatched. The death of Sarus diflblved 
the loofe alliance which Adolphus Hill maintained 
with the ufurpers of Gaul. He again liilened to 
the diftates of love and prudence ; and fbon fa« 
tisfied the brother of Placidia, by the aflurance 
that he would immediately tranfmit, to the pa* 
lace of RaYennat the heads of the two tyrants, 
Jovinus and Sebadian. The king of the Goths 
executed his promife without difGculcy or delay : 
the helpleis brothers, unfupported by any per^ 
ibnal merit, were abandoned by their Barbarian 
auxiliaries; and the (hort oppofition of Valentia 
was expiated by the. ruin of one of the nobleft 
cities of Gaul. The emperor, chofen by* the 
Roman fenate, who had been promoted, de« 
graded, infulted, reftored, again degraded, and 
again infulted, was finally abandoned to his fate : 
but when the Gothic king withdrew his protec- 
tioQ be was reftrained, by pity or contempt, 
from offering any violence to the perfon of At- 
falus. The unfortunate Attalus, who was left 
without fubje£ts or allies, embarked in one of the 
ports of Spain, in fcarch of fome fecure and fo« 

>5) The exprtflion may be undcrftood tlmoft llter~!l/; Oi/mplodorus 
feys, f»o^ owcxm; t^(iiyfy)a-xv. ZftXx*; (or d'dtxo^) may fignify a fafk, or 
a ioofe g:iri|icat j and this method of entanslins: and catching an enemy* 
lactntis contoitis, was much pra^llfed by the Huns (Amm'ran* xxxU i.). 
I] fuc pris vif avec drs fikts> Is the tranllatlon of Tillcmont, Hid. ic% 
Emper&tirsy tooL v. p. 6o9. 

litary 
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CHAP* Ktaiy retreat : but he was intercepted at fea, con- 
duced to the prefence of Honorius, led in tri- 
umph through the ftreets of Rome or Ravenna, 
and publicly expofed to the gazing multitude, 
on the fecond ftep of the throne of his invincibk 
conqueror. The fame meafure of punifiiment, 
with which, in the days of his profperity, he was 
accufed bf menacing his rival, was inflifled on 
Attalus himfelf: he was condemned, after the 
amputation of two fingers, to a perpetual exile 
in the ifle of Lipari, where he was fupplied with 
the decent necefifaries of life. The remainder of 
the reign of Honorius was undifturbed by rebel- 
lion ; and it may be obferved, that, in the fpace 
of five years, feven ufarpers had yielded to the 
fortune of a ptince, who was himfelf incapable 
either of counfel or of aflion. 

The fituation of Spain, feparated, on all fides, 
from the enemies of Rome, by the fea, by the 

mountains, and by intermediate provinces, had 

A. Dw 409, fecured the lonir tranquillity of that remote and 
fequeftered country; and we may obferve, as a 
fure fymptom of domefiic happinefs, that in a 
period of four hundred years, Spajn fumifhed 
very few materials to the hiftory of the Roman 
empire. The footfteps of the Barbarians, who, 
in the reign of Gallienus, had penetrated beyond 
the Pyrenees, were foon obliterated by the return 
of peace ; and in the fourth century of the ChriC- 
tian aera, the cities of Emerita, or Merida, of 
Corduba, Seville, Bracara, and Tarragona, were 
numbered with the mofi illuftrious of the Roman 

world. 
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vorld. The various plenty of the animal, the c h a p. 



vegetable, and the mineraL kingdoms, was im« 
proved and manufactured by the (kill of an in- 
duftrious people ; and the peculiar advantages of 
naval {lores contributed to fupport an ext^nfive 
and profitable trade ^'\ The arts and fciences 
flourifhed under the prote&ion of the emperors ; 
and if the character of the Spaniards was en- 
feebled by peace and fervitude, the hoftile approach 
of the Germans, who had fpread terror and de- 
folation from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, feemed 
to rekindle fome fparks of military ardour. As 
long as the defence of the mountains was en- 
truiled to the hardy and faithful militia of the 
country, they fuccefsfully repelled the frequent 
attempts of the Barbarians. But no fooner had 
the national troops been compelled to refign their 
poft to the Honorian bands, in the fervice of 
Conftantine ; than the gates of Spain were trea- 
cheroufly betrayed to the public enemy, about' 
ten months before the fack of Rome by the 
Goths '^^ The confcioufnefs of guilt, and the 
third of rapine, prompted the mercenary guards 

T54 Without recnn-ins to the more ancient writers, I fhall quote three 
rtfpcdable teftinoniet which belong tc the fourth and feventh centuries | 
tlw Expofitio totius Mundi (p. i^ in the third volume of Hudfon*s Miner* 
Geographers), Aufonius (de Claris Urb:bns, p. 242. edit. ToliO, and Ifidore 
of SevUle (Prxfat. ad Chron. »p. Grotium, Hift. Goth. p. 707- )• Many 
particulars relative to the fertiiity and trade of Spain, may be found in 
Nonnius, Hifpania llluftrata^ and in Huet, Hift. du Commerce des Anciens, 
€.40* p. laS— 134. 

155 The date is accurately fixed in the Fafli, and the Chronicle of 
Idatins. Orofius (I. vii. c. 40. p. 57s.) imputes the lofs of Spain to the 
freachary of the Honorims $ while Sozomcn (1. ix. e. i«.) accufes only their 
Begltgence. 

$ of 
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CHAP, of the Pyrenees to defert their ftation j to invite 

XXXI 

the arms of the Suevi, the Vandals, and the 
Alani ; and to fwell the torrent which was poured 
with irrefiftible violence from the frontiers of 
Gaul to the fea of Africa. The misfortunes cf 
Spain may be defcribed in the language of irs 
inoft eloquent hiilorian, who has concifely ex. 
preffed the paffionate, and perhaps exaggerated, 
declamations of contemporary writers '*'. ** The 
'* irruption of thcfe nations was followed by the 
" moft dreadful calamities: as the Barbarians 
" exercifed their indifcriminate cruelty on the 
" fortunes of the Romans and the Spaniards; 
'^ and ravaged with equal fury the cities and the 
** open country. The progrefs of famine re- 
" duccd the miferable inhabitants to feed on the 
" flefli of their fellow-creatures ; and even the 
" wild hearts, who multiplied, without coniroul, 
•* in the defert, were exafperated, by the taftc 
•* of blood, and the impatience of hunger, boldly 
•* to attack and devour their human prey. Pef* 
*^ lilence foon appeared, the infeparabl^ compa* 
•* nion of famine ; a large proportion of the pco- 
•* p!e was fwept away ; and the groans of the 
•^ dying excited only the envy of their furviving 
" friends. At length the Barbarians, fatiated 
** with carnage and rapine, and afflifted by the 
•' contagious evils which they tbemfelves had 
*^ introduced, fixed their permanent feats in the 

x;fi lihtiu^ wiAies to apply the prophecies of Daniel to thcfe natiouii 
calamiricgj and is therefore obliged to accoiiunocUu t)iei.ciKtti&A<occ*^ 
the event to the urns of the jrdichon. 

** dcpopu* 
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** depopulated coantiy. The anideni Gallida, c h a p; 

'< whofe limks included the kingdom of Old J^^ 

** CaftiUe, was divided between the Suevi and 

*^ the Vandals; the Alani were fcattered over 

^^ the [tfoviAces of^ Canhageaa and Lufitania, 

^^ from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic Ocdin ^ 

^' and the fruitful territory of Boetica was allotted 

^^ to the Silingi, another branch of the Vandalic 

^' natbn. After regulating this partition, the 

" conquerors contra&ed with their new fubfe£ts 

*' fome reciprocal engagements of protection and 

^* obedience: the lands were again cultivated; 

^ and the towns and villages^ were again oc« 

^ cupied by a captive people. The greateft 

*^ part of the Spaniards was even difpofed to 

^* prefer this new condition of poverty and bar* 

*' barifm, to the fevere oppreffions of the Roman 

^^ government; yet there were many who fUll 

^ afierted their native freedom ; and who refilled^ 

^^ more efpecially in the mountains of Gallicia, to 

** fubmit to the Barbarian yoke "'^" 

The important prefent of the heads of Jovinus Adoiphut, 
and Sebaftian, bad approved the friendihip of go^ 
Adolphus, and reftored Gaul to the obedience of jll^^io^ 
his brother Honorius. Peace was incompatible- a. u. 414- 
with the iituation and temper of the king of the 
Goths* He readily accepted the propofinl of tum« 

■57 litriana deRebttt Hifpanids, I. t. c. u torn. U p. 148* Haf. Gomtt. 
1733. He iMdrMd, m Orofias (L vU. c 41. p. $790> (i^ ^ Baibariam 
had cnnied their fwonb into ploughOiares : and tliat numy ol the Proviiu 
c»U preferred inter Baitoos paupercm libatattm quam inter Ronanos tri* 
bucariam IbiicitiKUnfm faftinere. 

Vol. V. A a ing 
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C H AF/ lag Hi vifibcjrioos arms agwnft the Btfbariraft of 
sg>-^,^ Spain; the troops c^ Conftaittius mtercepted his 
<icmunuoicttt]on with the fea^ports of Giiul, *and 
gently preffed his mardi towards the Pyrenees ^'' : 
be pa&d the mountains^ and fiurprified, in the 
name of the emptor, the. city of Barceh)iia« The 
fondnefs of Adbipbus ficnr his Roman bride, was 
not abated by time or poffeffion ; and the birth 
ti a fbn, fomamed, from his illuftrious grand- 
fire, Theodofius^ appeared to fix him for ever in 
^ the intereft of the repd^lic. The loft of that in£mt, 
whole remains were depofited in a filver coffin 
ia one of the churches near Barodona, a£- 
Aided his parents) but the grief of the Gothic 
king was fufpended by the labours of the field ; 
and the oourfe of his vidories was foon inter- 
mpted by doaieftic treafen. He had improdeBtly 
Deceived into his fervice one of the followers oF 
$aras ;. a Barbarian of a daring fpirit, tmt of a 
diminutive ftature ; whofe iecret defire of reven- 
ging the death of his bebved patron, was conti- 
nually irritated by the larcafms of his infolent 
Hit death, mafter. Adolphus was aflaflinated m the palace 
A^'^* of Barcdonas the bws of the fucceffion were vio- 
lated by a tumultuous fitftion ''^ } and a ftianger 



•St TliitmixtttKoflMeMdpMMSooiiUiybtfiMyliilMtdliamfi^ 
paring OraSut and Jornandct* tbe Ronum and tbe OocUc hUloriaa. 

if9 Acoonllng to tlie fyaeiB of foniaiides (c 33. p^ ^S^h *« tvwlHM* 
dittiT light to tlw Gothic fccptra was vtftcdio the Amtil} hvtibofe prioom* 
vabowcrttheTafljatoftbe Hoos, oonmanded the trrftn of the Oan«»ths 
IA fcmt diftant parti of CemuM^or Scjthia. 

to 
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to the royal race, Six»geric, the brother oi Sarus ^ h^a p. 
himfelf, was feated on the Gothic throne. The ^^^.'^m^ 
fir/l ad of his rdgn was the inhuman murder of 
the fix children of Adolphus^ the iflue of a for* 
mer marriage, whom \ie tore, witbopt pity, from 
the feeble arms of a venerable bi(hop'^ The 
imfortunate Placidia, inftead of the refpedful 
companion, which ihe might have excited in the 
mod favage breads, was treated with cruel and 
wanton infuU. The daughter of the emperor 
Tbeodofius» confounded among a crowd of vu^ 
gar captives^ was compelled to march on fbo( 
above twelve miles, before the horfe of a Barbarian^ 
the aflaiBn of an buiband whom Pktcidia loved and 
lamented *\ 

But Plagidia foon obtained the pleafure of re*- The cotht 
venge; and the view of -her ignominious fuflFer- and^^ftow 
ings qaight roufe an indignant people againft the ^^^'p 
tyrant, who was aflaflinated on the feventh day of 4i5'-hx3- 
hit ufurpation. After the death of Singeric, the 
free choice of the nation beftowed the Gothic 
fceptre on Wallia ; whofe warlike and ambitious 
temper appeared, in the beginning of his reign, 
extremely hoftile to the republic. He marched 
in arms, from Barcelona to the (hores of the At- 
lantic Ocean, which the ancients revered and 
dreaded as the boundary of the world. But 
when he reached the fouthem promontory of • 

160 The murder is related by Olymplodorus 5 but the number of tlie chil- 
dren is taken from an epitaph of fufpe^led authority. 

161 The death of Adolphus was celebrated at Coni^an^nople with illttmin«- 
tions and Circenfian games. (See Chron. Alexandrin.) It may feem 
doubtAil, whether the Greeks were aftoated, on tfait occafioD, by their 
hatred of the Sarbtriant^ or of tlie Mtins* ' 

A a a Spain, 
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CH A P.' Spam ***, and, from the rocjc now covered by the 
>_^^-^' fortrefs of Gibraltar, contemplated the neigh- 
bouring and fertile coaft of Africa. Wallia re- 
fumed the defigns of conqueft, which had been 
interrupted by the death of Alaric. The winds 
and waves again difappointed the enterprife of the 
Goths ; and the mmds of a fuperftitious people 
were deeply afiefted by the repeated difafters of 
ftouns and (hipwrecks. In this difpofition, the 
fucceflbr of Adolphus no longer refufed to liftea 
to a Roman ambaflfador, whofe propofals were 
enforced by the teal, or fuppofed, approach of a 
numerous army, under the condu(ft of the brave 
Conftantius. A folemn treaty was ftipulated and 
obferved : Placidia was honourably reftored to 
"her brother; fix hundred thoufand meafures of 
wheat were delivered to the hungry Goths**'; 
and Wailia engaged to draw his fword in the 
fervice of the empire. A bloody war was in- 
ftantly excited among the Barbarians of Spain; 
and the contending princes are faid to have ad- 
drefled their letters, their ambaffadors, and their 
hoftages, to the throne of the Weftern emperor, 
exhorting him tO' remain a tranquil fpeftator of 
their conteft ; the events of which muft be favour- 
able to the Romans, by the mutual flaughter of 

*4i QgM TartffMh m% hnjus V^a ttrris 
Vaodalicu (yrmas, et jun^ Martis A^anos 
Suavity ct occiduam itTfJ^rc cadavera Cal^*n* 

Sidon. Apoinn»r. in Pane^r. AntbcRi. 361 • 

p. 300. edit. Sirmood. ^ 

»6} Thi> fttpply was very acceptable *« the Goths w«rc infulted by titc 

. Vanda]s qI Spain with th« r^thct oi Truhy liecaufe, in their extreme diftrcft, 

they b.-iil given a piece ot ^oid tw ^ iiuU^ 01 about lali a p«ufi4 oi flour. 

Ciymjii^d. a])ud FhM. p. tty. 

^ XI" . tbcir 
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ihfiif <:mfiinon ' enemies *^.- The SpanKb war. wa* Q h a b* 
-obftinately fupported, during three campaigaji, w—^-w 
with defperate valour, and various fuccefs ;• aad 
the martial atchievements of Wallia difiufe^ 
through the empire thj . fuperior renown, of the 
Gothic hero. He exterminated the Silingi, who 
had irretrievably ruined the elegant plenty of the 
province of Boetica. He flew, in battle, the, king 
of the Alani j and the remains of thqfe Scythiaji 
wanderers, who efcaped from the field, infte^d of 
choofing a new leader, humbly fought a refoge 
under the ilandard of the Vandals^ with whoQi 
they were ever afterward? confounded. The \ ^ . x 
VandaU themfehres, and the Snevi, yielded to 
the, efforts of the invincible Goths^ The pra- 
mifcuous multitude of Barbarians, whofe retreat 
had been intercepted, were driven into the moun- 
tains of Gallicia; where they ftill continue^d, ia 
a narrow compafs, and on a barren foil, to exer* 
cife their domeflic and implacable ho{lilities« la 
the pride of yiftory, Wallia was faithful to his 
engagements: he reftored fais Spaniih conqueds 
to the obedience of Honorius ; and the tyranny 
of the Imperial officers foon reduced an oppreifed 
people to regret the time of their Barbarian fer- 
vxtude. While *the event of the war was ftUl 
doubtful, th^ fir ft advamages obtained by the 

164 QroAus inTerts a copy of thcfe pretended letters. Tu cum omnibus 
pacem luibe» omniumqu« oblides sccipe ; nos nobis confllgimus, nobis peii'* 
mus» tibi vincimus; immortalis vero queftus erat^Reipublicee tux, fi 
ptriqac pcreamus. The ide^ is juft ; but 1 cannot perfuade myfelf that h 
wa« entertained, or expfcflld, by the Barbarians. 

A a 3 arms 
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c H A F. jirmi of Wallia, had etktomzged the ccmtt of Ita* 
\^>^,^f Tenflfk to decree the honours of a triomph to tfadr 
feeble forereign. He entered Rome like the an- 
cient conquerors of nations; and if the monu- 
ments of fervile corruption had not long fince met 
vnth die fete which they deferved, we fhould pro- 
bably find that a crowd of poets, and orators, of 
magiftrates, and bifhops, applauded the fortune, 
the wifdom, and the invincible courage, of the 
emperor Honorius *•*. 
TiKircftA- Such a triumph might have been juftly claimed 
SivJ^U by the ally of Rome, if Wallia, before he repaffed 
A.D.419. ^j^g Pyrenees, had extirpated the feeds of the 
Spanifh war. His Tiftorious Goths, forty-three 
years after they had paiTed the Danube, v^rc 
eftablifhed, according to the feith of treaties, in 
the poflTeflion of the fecond Aquitain ; a maritime 
province between the Garonne and the Loire, 
under the' civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdidion of 
\BourdeauK. That metropolis, advantageoufly 
fituated for the trade of the ocean, was built in a 
regular and elegant form ; and its numerous in- 
^habitants were diftinguiflied among the Gauls by 
their wealth, their learning, and the politenefs of 
their manners. The adjacent province, which has 
been fondly compared to the garden of Eden^ 
h blefled with a fruitful foil» and a temperate 

'^5 Romam triumphans ingredltiiry is the fermal expreilloa of 1ht»rper*t 
Chronicle. The fadt which relate to the <{eath of Adolphus, and the ex. 
ploltt ai Wallia, arc related £rom Olympiodorus (apod Pbet. p. iSS.)« 
Orofiut il vii. c. 43. p. 584— 587. ]• Jornandes (de Retjof Getids, c 31, 
}».)» "^ ^ Chronidct of Idatius and Ifidore. 

•^ dimate : 
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climate : the f^c^ c^ the cowtry diffd^yed tbe ^^t,^* 
arts and the rewards 9( induftry ; and the Goth$» ^.^^>rgiii^ 
after their martial toils, luxurioufly exhaufted the 
rich vineyards of Aquitaiii*^. The Gothic ii- 
mits were enlarged by f he additional gift of 
fonne neighbottrii\g dioc^fe^j and the fuoceflbss 
of Alaric fixed their royal refidence at Thouloufe, 
which included five populous quarters, or dties, 
within tbe fpacious circuit of its walls« About the 
fame time, in the laft years of the reign of Ho- 
noritts, tbe Goths» the Buroundians, and TheBur- 
thc Franks, obtained a permanent feat and do» •""**^*'*' 
miniod in the provinces of GauU The liberal 
^ant of the ufurper Jovinus to hk Burgundi^n 
aUies, was confirmed by the lawful emperor ( 
the Im^ds of tbe Pirft, or Upp^, G^many^ were 
ceded to ihofe formidable Barbarians } and they 
gtadwUy occupied^ either by conqufeft or treaty, 
the twb provinces whidh ftill retam, with the 
titles, of Duc/jy and of CQunty9 ihe national appet 
lation of Burgundy *^\ The Franks, the valiant 
and faitj^ul allies of the Roman republic, were 
fixm teoi^ted to imitate the invaders, whom they 
had fo bravely refifted. Treves, tbe capital of 

^66 Aufonivs (do Claris UrbibuS| p. a57--«6i.) celebrates Bourdeacut 
With the parijat atfcaion of a native. See in Salvida (de Gttbem. Dd, 
p. siS. Paris, 1 6o8t) a florid dcfcftption of tbe proviacct of A^uitain and 
NovciApopulama. 

1^ Qrafloa (1. Tii. «. 3a. p« 550.) commends the oukdncii aid modeftj 
«f thaTe Bwgmidians, who treated their rufageat of Oaid as their Chriftioa 
brethrao* MaTcou has iUuArated the oiigin of their kingdom in the four 
firft anactaiioDs at the end of his liboriout MiAoryof the Ancient GenMne» 
▼q1. iir .555-*57^ 0^ the Englilh tiinflacion. 

A a 4 G^^ 
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CHAP. Gaul, vni$ pilhged by thdr lawlefs bands ; and 
A— ^^ the humble eolbny, ivhich ihey fo long^ maan- 
tained ^n the diftrid of Toxandria, in Brabant, 
infenfibly multiplied along the banks of the Meufe 
and Scheldt till thdr independent power filled 
the whole extent of the Second, or Lower Ger- 
many. Thefe fads may be fufliciently juftified 
by hdftoric evidence ; but the foundation of the 
French monarchy by Pharamond, the conqueft^ 
the laws, and even the exiftence, of that hero, have 
been juftly arraigned by the impartial feverity of 
" modem criticifm '**• 
stau«»ftiit The ruin of the opulent provinces of Gaul 
in GraiT may be dated from the eftablifliment of thefe Bar- 
A^D. 4x0, ijjiyj^jjg^ whofe alliance was dangerous and , op- 
preffive) and who were capricioufly impelled^ by 
intereft or palfion, to violate the public peace. 
A heavy and partial ranfom was tmpofed on the 
furviving provincials^ who had efcaped the cala- 
.mities of war; the faireil alki moft fertile lands 
were affigned to die rapacious ftrangers, for the 
ufe of thehr famSies, their flaves, and their cattle; 
and the trembling natives relinquiflied with a figh 
the inheritance of their fathers. Yet thefe do- 
medic mbfortimeS) which are feldom the lot of 
% van^uifbed people^ hs^d been felt and infildecl 

i6t See Mafcou, L yiii. c.43, 44, 45. Except in a (hort aod fnfjpicioQf 
Hne of the Chronick of Pntfper (ia toni. i. p» 6}8.)» the same of Pb»»- 
mond U ncrer meattojied before the fcventh century. The avthor of cbc 
Gefti Francorun (in torn. ii. p. 543.) fag(cA<» probably enongh, chat the 
chcMce of Rhafamondy or at leaA of a kios^ wai reoomnocnded to the Famki 
by hit father Marconur« whawa$ an txUe in Tuficany. 

by 
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by the Romans tbemfehes, not only in the ilt- ^xxxl^ 
folcnce of foreiga conqueft, but in the madneTs 
of civil difcord. - The Triumvirs profcribed 
dghteen of the moft Bourifliing colonies of Italy ( 
and diftributed their lands and houfes to the ve- 
terans ivho revenged the death of C^rar, wd op^ 
prefled the liberty of their country. Two poets, 
of unequal ^me, have deplored, in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, the lofs of their patrimony ; but the 
legionaries of AMguftias. app<ear to have furpailedt 
in violence and injuflice, the Barbarians,, whp 
invaded Gaul,, under the reign of Honorius; It 
was not witI)o^t the utmod difficulty that Vii^il 
efcaped Irpoi xbp fword of the Centurion^ wbp 
had ufurped bis fyrm in tt^ neighbourhood of 
Mantua'"'; but F^plinus qf Bourdeaux recfeive^ 
a fum of money from his Gothic purclKifefm 
which he aoofptcdi ti^ith pleafiire and Tuipijfe; 
and, though it was much inferior to ihe- teal 
value of his eftate; this a& of rapine was difjgf^M 
by Ibaie GcdoUrs of > moderation and equity *^% 
The odious natae pf conquerors,, wa^ fofcened 
intQ the. mild aad friendly appellation, of tbe'^K^^ 

169 O Lycida> vivi p^rv^nimvt : ndvcni noftri 

(Quod nunquam verici fumus) ut poStifor a^lH 
Diccrec : Hsbc mm Asm ; vetoes ninratt colooi. ) 

Nunc Ti6i triltes^ Scq, . 
See the whole of the 9th eclogue, with the ufelul Cammcntary of ServioS. 
Fifteefi miles of the Mantaan territnry were affigned to the vdterins, with « 
ralfrvatioD, in favour of tl«e inhabitau)ti» of three miles round the city, 
Zven in this favour they were cheated hy Alfenus Varus, a famous lawyer, 
and one of tice commifltoners, who meafured eight hundred paces of water 
and moraft. 

tjo See the remarkable pafl'age of the Sothariftlcon of Pauliji^s, 575. a^vid 
Maftou, 1. vili. c. 41* 

of 
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t: it A P. d( the Romans ; and the ficirbuiMB of GavL 

XXXI 

<^,.^v^ ^^^^ efpedaUy the Gotbs, j-epeatcdly declared^ 
that they were bound to the pedpie by the ties of 
hofpitaMty, and to the emperor by the doty of 
alkgiahc^ and military fervice. The title of 
HonotiiM and-hb fucceflfors, thi^ir laws, and their 
civil «inagiftrates» were ftill ferp&Aed hi the pro- 
vinces of Gauly of which they had refigned the 
pofieffion to the Barbarian alHes ; and the kings, 
<irho eacercifed a fupreme and ind^dndent autho- 
rity over their nsMive fubje^s, 'anibitiouily foli- 
cited the more honourable rank of mafter-gene- 
rals of the Imperial armies "^■. Such was the in- 
voluntary reverence which the R^nfkn name ftiM 
imprefled on the mmds of thofe wairiors, who 
Imd borne away in triumph the fpoits -of the Ca* 
pitol. . 
Kcvoitof « WhUft Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and 
^A^!^ a fticcef&on of iieeble tyrants opprefled d^ pro- 
A.D.44 ^aaces beyond the Alps^ the'BritUh iflind iepa* 
rated kfelf from the i»dy «f €he Jtciman csnpitc. 
iThe regular forces, which ^guarded diat remote 
^ovince, had been gradually widiirawn; and 
J^ritain was abandoned, without defence, to the 
Saxon pirates, and the favages of Ireland and 
Caledonia. The Britons, reduced to this extre- 
mity, no longer relied on the tardy and doubtful 
aid of a declining monarchy. They afifembled in 
arms, repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in the 

>7< TbU impoitam truth it eftablidicd by the accuracy of TUkmont 
(Hifl. des Emp. torn. t. p. 641. )» hA by the iageniiity of the Abbe Dobot 
(Hi ft. de rEtabUAement dc !a Monarchie Franjoift dans Its Caules> torn. i. 

10 important 
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important difcovety of their own itrengfh **. c h a K 
Afflfded by fimilar calamities, and aftuated by 
the fame fpirit, tht Armorican provinces (a name 
which comprehended the maritime countries of 
Gaul between the Seine and the Loire ***) rc« 
folvcd to imitate the example of the neighboOT- 
ing ifland. They expelled the Roman magtf- 
trates, who afted under the authority of the 
ufurper Conftantine; and a free government was 
edabliihed among a people who had fo long been 
fubjeft to the arbitrary wfll of a mafter. The 
independence of Britain and Armorica was fodn 
confirmed by Honorius himfelf, the lawful em- 
peror of the Weft ; and the letters, by which he 
committed to the new ftates the cai:e of their own 
fafety, might be interpreted as an abfolute and 
perpetual abdication of the exercife and rights of 
fovereignty. This interpretation was, in fome 
meafure, juftlfied by the event., "After . ihe 
ufurpers of Gaul had fucceffivefy fallen, the ma- 
ritime provinces were reftored to the empire. 
Yet their obedience was imperfed . and precan- 
ous: the vain, inconftant, rebellious di^x^fitioil 
of the people, was incompatible either with frM> 

<7* SEoAmQt (I. Yi. p. 376. 3S1.) relate* in a few wordi die nHik tf 
Briciia avi# Armorica. Our mciquAriaiis, e^m the great OMnbden UvM£, 
liav« been betrayed into many S*^* errors, by their hnperfeft knoiMlse of 
the billory of tht continent. 

'71 The limits of Armorica are defmed by hvo national ftdgrapherty 
MefHetira de Vaiois and d*AnviUe, in their Nctitits of Andent Gaul, Tfka 
word had been ^Mt in a more extenfite^ and was afterw^vda coDtrafied to 
a much narrower, fi|iuicati<m. 
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c^jA p. 4om or fcrvitu^e'/^; and Armorica, though it 

<^^^ could not long maintain the form of ^ republic ^'% 

..W31& agitated by frequent and deftruftive revolts. 

Britain was irrecoverably loft '^*. But as the em- 

jperors wifely acquiefced in the independence of 

. a remote province, the feparation was not en- 

. bittored by »he reproach of tyranny or rebellion ; 

. and the claims of allegiance and protedion were 

, fucceeded by the mutual and voluntary offices of 

, national friendfliip '". 

State of ^^ This, revolution dUToived the artiHcial fabric 

A^D, . of civil and military government j and the indc- 

. , *7^ Oeii& inter gf mines notifliim cbudltw anncs, 

Annoricana prius vetrri cognomine dida. 

1P#ft«, feroky ventoCi, procax, incatita, rebellis; 
: incoaibins, difparque fibi novitacis aniDre \ 

Prodiga vcihorum, fed non ec prpdi^^a faAi, 
•B'riniSt JMbnach, in Vit. St. Crrmani, 1. v. apod Valef. Kotit. GaQtanimt 
j>w 4|. Vi^tfius allrgca feverai teftimenUs to coii6rm this chancer; to 
which Tfhall add th« evidence of the pttlbyter ConAantinc (A.D.4SS.). 
'^prttD, ill the life of St. Germain, ca'l- the Anncrican rebels mobilcm et te- 
4Ucii>tiMt^n) populum. fi<c the Hi(\oriafif of FraQce, ton), i, PU643. 

, •TS 1' thought it «eci^ax7 to ciuer my proteft. agal&fl thia part <tf the 
tyUtm of the Abbt Duhos, which Monteiquicu lia» fu vigorouily oppofed. 

-Stf-liprit des Lsix, 1 xxx. c H- 

i* n(k BfiiMway ^if TOi P«/i«M( tatobotuffua^m vurt tx^v, are the words •£ 

JP.(OCPpi«* (dc Bdl. Vandal. 1. i. c &. p il&i- Louvre edition) ^iiia vvy 

limporunt paiHige, which has been too much neglc^ed. Even Bede (Hift. 

Gent. Anglican. I.i. c. ift. p. $0. edit. Smith) acknowledges that tbeRo- 
. fiy|M4n«ttr Ic^ Britajp in the reign of HoMtiut. Yet our modtraliHIariana 

apid tn^naries extend the urm of their .domiiuo* ; and there ava ibfl^ wlio 
, aU^w qnly the interval of a few mootb» hecwe^n their departure and the 

arrival of the Saxona. 

. .. m Bede |wi not foi^ot the oecafional aid of the legions againft the Scots 
^9iidPid&^ and more authentic proof will hereafter be prodqoed, that the 
. ^9A!p<n4ent Britpna raiii;^ i4»90O mcA iw the fervice oi the empfrqr Aa* 

|hcnuUf»UlG^l* 

i . . pendent 
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pendent country, during a period of forty year^^ c rf^V 
till the defcent of the Saxons, was ruled by the 
authority of the clergy, the nobles, and the mu* 
nicipal towns *'*. I. Zofimus, who alone has prc- 
ferved the memory of this fmgular tranfaftion, ver^ 
accurately obferves, that the letters of Honorius 
were addreffed to the cities of Britain *'*. Under 
the proteftion of the Romans, ninety-two con- 
Cderable towns had arifen in the feveral parts of 
that great province ; and, among tbefe, thirty- 
three cities were diftinguifhed above the reft by 
their fuperior privileges and importance '^. ' EacK 
of thcfe cities, as in all the other provinces of the 
empire, formed a legal corporation, for the pur- 
pofe of regulating their doraeftic policy ; and the 
powers of municipal government were diftributed 
among annual magidrates, a feleA fenate, and 
the aflembly of the people, according to the ori- 
ginal model of the Roman confticution '". The 
management of a common revenue, the exercife 
of civil and criminal jurifdiftion, and the habits 
of public counfel and command, were inherent 
to thefe petty republics ; and when they aflerted 

■/S I owe it to myfclf, and to hiflorlc truth, to dedire, that Tome circum- 
fancn io.|lii« parai^raph are founded ooiy on cofljef^uw and analog. Tl«; 
fiubbocnucfa oC our language bas ibmctimes forced me to deviate from il^ 
cwditional iiuo the *MJlanvt mood. 

179 Tlfo: rac » Bft7«w*« «roXs*j. Zofimus, I vi. p. 3S3. 
. ito Two cities of. Britain were mMMtapUt, nine ccicaUsf ten LatS jiae 
iienat^^ twrelve filfewimria of eminent note. This detail is uken from 
Rkliard of Cirencefler, de Situ Britannia, p. 36.; and tliough it may not 
fccm probable, that he wrote from the MSS* of a Roman genera), he i>iews a 
genuine knowledge of antiquity , very extraordinary tor a mook of the lour - 
tventh century. 

i^t See Mitffei Verona lllutUata, part i. 1. v, p. ^3—1 06. 

their 
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CHAP, thdr mdq>endence> tbe yottth of the dty, and of 
'""^ • tbe adjacent diftrifls, would naturally range them- 
felves under the (landard of the magiftrate. But 
tbe defire oi obtaining the advaotages, and of 
cfcaping the burthens, of a political fociety, is a 
perpetual and inexhauftible fource of difcord; 
nor can it reafonably be prefumed, that there- 
ftoration of Britifli freedom was exempt from tu- 
mult and faftion. The pre-eminence of birth 
and fortune muft have been frequently violated 
by bold and popular citizens j and the haughty 
nobles, who complained that they were become 
the fubjedts of their own fervants "'% would fome- 
times regret the reign of an arbitrary monarch. 
U. The jurifdidion of each city over the adjacent 
country, was fupported by the patrimonial in- 
fluence of the principal fenators ; and the fmaller 
towns, the villages, and the proprietors of land, 
confulted their own fafety by adhering to the 
flielter of thefe rifmg republics. The fphere of 
their attrafUon was proportioned to the refpeAive 
degrees of their weahh and populoufnefs } but the 
hereditary lords of ample pofTeilions, who were 
not opprefied by the neighbourhood of any 
powerful city, afptred to the rank of indepen- 
dent princes, and boldly exercifed the rights 
of peace and war. The gardens and villas, 
which exhibited fome faint imitation of Ita- 
lian elegance, would foon be converted into 



ilA Leges reftituit« liberutemque ivduclr» 
£t fervos famulis oun fimi eflc fuis. 



Iciserai. RatiL 1. 1. 215. 

ftrong 
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ftroog«iftI«^ di« reftige, in time of danger, tA ^^^^,« 
the adjacent coq&oy "' : tbe produce of the lalid 
was affiled to purchafe arms and horfes; to 
maintain a niilitary force of ilaves, of peafants^ 
and of licentious followers; and the chidtsm 
n»gfat alfume^ within his own domain, the powers 
of a civil ms^tftrate* Several of thefe Brit^ 
chiefs might be the genuine pofterity of ancbnt 
kings i and many more would be tempted to 
adopt this honourable genealogy, and to vin- 
dicatev their hereditary claims, which had been 
fufpended by the ufurpation of the Caclars'^. 
Their fituation, and their hopes, would difpofe 
them to affeft the drefs, the language, anc) the 
cuftoms of their anceftors. If the princes of 
Britain relapfed into barbarifm, while the cities 
ftudioufly preferved the laws and manners of 
Rome^ the whole ifland mufl have been gradually 
divided by the diftindion of two national parties ; 
again broken into a tho^ifand fubdivifions of 
V3iT and fadlon, by the various provocations 
of in^reft ajnd refentment. The public ftrength, 
inftead of being united againft a foreign enemy, 
was copfuimaed m obfcure and inteftine quarrels i 

iS) An Inibription (apud Sirmond, Nor. ad Sldop. ApoIImar. p. 59.) de- 
fcribcs a ctftle, cum inuris ec porcis, tuitioni omnium, tre6\ed by Paidanus 
on his own eAate> near Sidcron, is ihe fccond Narbonnefe, and named b/ 
him Thtopolis. 

4t4 The e/lablifliment of their power would have been eafy indeed^ if we 
could adopt th€ impra^icable iclicme of a lively and learned aniiquarun j 
Wlio fttppofes, that the Britifh monarchs of the feveral tribes continued tQ 
•reisn» ^"S^ with fubordinate jurifdif^ion, from tlie time of Claudius to 
«haC«f.Honoriu9^ Sec WliitaWr's Hiftoryof Mancherter, vol. i. p. 24;-^ 

and 
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c H ^ ^' ^^ ^^^ perTonai merit which had placed a fac« 
tcftful leader at the bead of bis equals, might 
enable hhn to fubdiie the freedom of fome ndgh- 
boaring cities ; and to claim a rank among the 
tyrants '*\ who nifefted Britain after the diffo- 
lution of the Roman government. III. The 
Brittih church might be com{x>fed of thirty or 
forty bifliops'**, with an adequate proportion of 
the inferior clergy ; and the want of riches (for 
they feem to have been poor '^) would compel 
them to deferve the public efteem, by a decent 
and exemplary behaviour. The intereft, as well 
as the temper, of the clergy, was favourable to 
the peace and union of their diftraded country ; 
thofe falutary lefibns might be frequently incul- 
cated in their popular difcourfes} and the epif* 
copal fynods were the only councils that could 
pretend to the weight and authority of a national 
aflembly. In fuch councils, where the princes 
and magiftrates fat promifcuoufly with the bifliops, 
the important affairs of the ftate, as well as of 
the church, might be freely debated ; diffidences 
reconciled, alliances formed, conrributions im- 
pofed, wife refolutions often concerted, and fome- 

^S AXX* tffot Juro ru^a>«H; et-r avlu ijutEvj. Procoplus, dt BdL Van- 
dal. 1.1. C.2. p. i8i. iinc^tiinia fertilis piovincia tyrannoruniy was the 
««preflion of Jtroiti, in the year 415 (tom.ii. p. 155. ad Ctefiphont.). 
By the pilgrims^ w1k> reforted eveiy year to the Holy Land, tlic monk of 
Bcthlem received the rarlir A and mod accurate intelligence* 

Its See Ginghain*:^ EccKf. Antiquities, vol. 1. 1. ix. c. 6* pw 394. 

It7 It Is rcportid of three" 1ir\t\(h biihops wbb aflifted at the co«ndl«f 
HiaUniji A. D. 359. tarn pauperes fuifle ut nihil habennt. Snlpidot 
Sevcnis, HIA. Sacra, I II. p. 410. Some of their brethren^ however, were 
an better circumftancct. 

times 
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times executed ; and there is reafon to believe, ^ " ^ ^* 
that, in moments of extreme danger, a Pendragon, <— .-w-w 
or Dictator, was eleded by the general confent 
of the Britons. Thefe paftoral cares, fo wonhy 
of the epifcopal character, were interrupted, how- 
ever, by zeal and fuperftition ; and the Britifli 
clergy inceflantly laboured to eradicate the Pela- 
gian herefy, which they abhorred, as the peculiar 
difgrace of their native country ■**. 

It is fomewhat remarkable^ or rather it is ex- Aflimbiyof 
tremely natural, that the revolt of Britain and provfncrsof 
Armorica fhould have introduced an appearance a!d'4i^. 
of liberty into the obedient provinces of GauL 
In a folemn edi£f% filled with the ftrongeft 
afliirances of that paternal affedion which princes 
fo often exprefs, and fo feldom feel,* the emperor 
Honorius promulgated his intention of conven- 
ing an annual affembly of the /even provinces : 
a name peculiarly appropriated to Aquitain, 
and the ancient Narbonnefe, which had long 
fince exchanged their Celtic rudenefs for the ufe- 
ful and elegant arts of Italy '^. Aries, the feat 
of government and commerce, was appointed 
for the place of the aflembly ) which regularly 



>ta Confult U(her, de Anti^. Ec'clef. Britannicar. c. S— is. 

189 See the corre^ text of this edid^y as publi(hed by Sirmond (Not. zd 
SIdon. ApoUIn. p. 147.)- H^hcmar, 0/ Rbeims, who affi^ns a place totb^ 
ififi9yf>ti had probably ftcn (in the ninth century) a more perfct^l copy. 
I>al>o3, iiift. Critique de la Monarchie Franjoife, torn.!, p. 141— -z 55. 

<9o It is evident from the NotirU^ that the ^even provinces were the 
VienntofiSy the inaritfme Alps, ihe iirft and fecond Narbdnnefci- Njvenr- 
PlopuUnia^ aod the Aiii and fecond Aquitain(. In the room of tlie firil 
Aquitam, the Abbe Duboi, 00 the authority 01 Hincmar, defiras to imro^ 
ihice the ftrft Logdunenfis/ or Lyonnefe. 

Vol. V. B b continued 
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CHAP, continued twenty-dght days, from the fifteenth 
of Auguft to the thirteenth of September, of 
every year. It confided of the Praetorian prsefeft 
of the Gauls ; of feven prbvincial governors, one 
confular and fix prefidents ; of the magiftrates, 
and perhaps the bHhops, of -about fixty cities; 
and of a competent, though indefinite, number 
of the moft honourable and opulent pojfeffors of 
land, who might juftly be confidered as the repre* 
fentatives of their country. They were im- 
powered to interpret and communicate the laws 
of their fovereign ; to expofe the grievances and 
wifhes of their conftituents ; to moderate the 
cxcefSve or unequal weight of taxes;- and to 
deliberate on every fubje£t of local or national 
importance, that could tend to the reftoration of 
the peace and profperity of the feven provinces. 
If fuch an inftitution, which gave the people an 
intereft in their own government, had been uni- 
verfally eftablifhed by Trajan or the Antonines, 
the feeds of public wifdom and virtue might 
have been cherilhed and propagated in the em- 
pire of Rome. The privileges of the fubjeS: 
would have fecured the throne of the monarch ; 
the abufes of an arbitrary adminiflration might 
have been prevented, in fome degree, or correded, 
by the interppfition of thefe reprefentative af- 
femblles; and the country would have been 
defended againft a foreign enemy, by the arms of 
natives and freemen. Under the mild and gene- 
rous influence of liberty, the Roman empire 
might have remained invincible and immortal f 
or if its excei&ve magnitude, and the inflability 

of 
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of human affairs, had oppofed fuch perpetual chap, 
continuance, its vital and conflituent members v^-.-s^-w 
might have feparately preferved their vigour and 
independence. But in the decline of the empire, 
when every principle of health and life had beeti 
exhaufted, the tardy application of this partial 
remedy was incapable of producing any important 
o)r falutary effefts. The emperor Honorius ex* 
preffes his furprife, that he muft compel the reluc** 
tant provinces to accept a privilege which they 
(hould ardently have folicited. A fine of three, or 
even five, pounds of gold, was impofed on the ab* 
fent reprefentatives ; who feem to have declined 
this imaginary gift of a free conflitution, as the lad 
and mofl cruel infult of their oppreffors. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 



CHAP. 
XXXII. 

The em- 
pire of the 

A. D. 

395— »453- 
Reign of 
ArcadiuS} 

A.D. 
595-40S* 



Arcadim Emperor of the Eq/i.'^Admini/lration and 
Difgrace ofEutropius. — Revolt of Gainas. — Per* 
fecutioh of St. yo/m Chryfojionu — Tbeodqfius II. 
Emperor of the Eajl. — His Sijier Pukberia.^^ 
His Wife Eudocia,-^The Perjian War^ and Divi» 
fion of Armenia. 

rpHE divlfion of the Roman world between 
^ the fons of Theodofius, marks the final 
«(tabU(hment of the empire of the Eaft, which^ 
from the reign of Arcadius to the taking of 
Conftantinople by the Turks, fubfifted one thou- 
fand and fifty-eight years, in a ftate of premature 
and perpetual decay. The fovereign of that 
empire affumed, and obflinately retained, the 
vain, and at length ficlitious, title of Emperor 
of the Romans ; and the hereditary appellations 
of CiESAR and Augustus continued to declare 
that he was the legitimate fucceffor of the firft of 
men, who had reigned over the firft of nations. 
The palace of Conftantinople rivalled, and per- 
haps excelled, the magnificence of Perfia ; and 
the eloquent fermons of St. Chryfoftom * cele- 

I Father Montfaucon, who> by the command of hUBcoedjAioe fupcriorsy 
was compclhd (feeLongueruana, torn. i. p 205.) to execute the laborioui 
edilk>n of St. Cliryieftonn, in thirteen voliimet in folio (Paris ly^S.)* amufed 
himfeif with extrading from that immenfe colledion ot roorak, fome cu- 
rious anti^uitiest which iilui^rate die manners of the Theoc'ofian age (Set 
Chryfoftom. Opera, torn. xiii. p. 191—196 ), and his French Diflertation, 
m tbc Mimoirea de TAcad. dc;s InfcriptiOUy Com. xiii. p. 474«»49o. 

brate. 
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brate, while they condemn, the pompous luxury chap. 
of the reign of Arcadius. •* The emperor," fays ^^^^^' 
he, " wears on bis head either a diadem, •'or a 
•' crown of gold, decorated with precious ftones 
** of ineftimable value. Thefe ornaments, and 
** his purple garments, are referved for his facred 
** perfon alone; and his robes of filk are em- 
*' broidered with the figures of golden dragons, 
** His throne is of maffy gold. Whenever he 
** appears in public, he is furrounded by his 
** courtiers, his guards, and his attendants. 
*' Their fpears, their (hields, their cuiraiTes, the 
" bridles and trappings of their horfes, have 
*^ either the fubftance, or the appearance, of 
*' gold ; and the large fplendid bofs in the 
** midft of their fhield, is encircled with fmaller 
*^ bofles, which reprefent the fhape of the human 
** e^'e. The two mules that draw the chariot of 
*' the monarch, are perfeftly white, and (hining 
** all over with gold. The chariot itfelf, of pure 
*' and folid gold, attrads the admiration of the 
*' fpeftators, who contemplate the purple cur- 
" tains, the fnowy carpet, the fize of the pre- 
** cious ftones, and the refplendent plates of 
*^ gold, that glitter as they are agitated by the 
** motion of the carriage. The Imperial piftures 
** are white, on a blue ground; the emperor 
*' appears feated on his throne, with his arms, 
** his horfes, and his guards befide him ; and his 
** vanquifhed enemies in chains at his feet." 
The fucceffors of Conftantine eftabliflied their 
perpetual refidence in the royal city^ which he 
. :p b 3 M 
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CHAP, had ere£ted on the verge of Europe and Afia. 
XXXII. jjjj^^gfliijig (Q jIi^ menaces of their enemies, and 

perhaps to the complaints of their people, they 
received, with each wind, the tributary produc* 
tions of every climate; while the impregnable 
ftrength of their capital continued for 2gcs to 
defy the hoftile attempts of the Barbarians. Their 
dominions were bounded by the Hadriatic and 
the Tigris ; and the whole interval of twenty- 
five days navigation, which feparated the extreme 
cold of Scy thia from the torrid zone of Ethiopia \ 
was comprehended within the limits of the em- 
pire of the Eaft. The populous countries of that 
empire were the feat of art and learning, of lux- 
ury and wealth ; and the inhabitants, who had 
aflfumed the language and manners of Greeks, 
ftiled themfelves, with fome appearance of truth, 
the mod enlightened «and civilifed portion of the 
human fpecies. The form of government was a 
pure and fimple monarchy ; the name of the 
Roman Republic, which fo long preferved a 
faint tradition of freedom, was confined to the 
Latin provinces; and the princes of Conftan- 
tinople meafured their greatnefs by the fervile 
obedience of their people. They were ignorant 

^ According to the loofe reckoning, that a fhip could fail, with a fair 
wind, loco ftadia, or 125 qfiiles, in the revolution of a day and oi^hc 5 
Diodonii Siculus computes ten days from the Palas McMtis to Rbod*;, 
and four days from Rhodes to Alexandria. The navigation of the N.lc, 
fiom Alexandiia to Syenr, under the tropic of Cancer, required, as it was 
againft the dream, ten days more. Diodor. SicuL tom.i. I. iii. p. soo. e<fiC' 
Weffding. He might, without much impropriety, roeaf jre the extreme 
htat from the verge of the torrid zone ; but he fpeaks of tlie Moeotis in the 
47th d«gree of noithem latitude^ as if it lay wxttiin the polar circle. 

how 
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how much this paifive difpofition enorates and chap. 
degrades every faculty of the »tnmd. The fub- y.^^.^mLj 
JG&s, who had refigned their will to the abfolute 
commands of a matter, were equally incapable of 
guarding their lii^es and fortunes againft the 
adaults of the Barbarians, or of defending their 
reafon from the terrors of fuperftition. 

The firft events of the reign of Arcadius and Adminiftta- 
Honorius are fo intimately connected, that the dwraStrof 
rebellion of the Goths, and the fell of Rufinur, ^"^p^"'* 
have already claimed a place in the hiftory of the 395— 399- 
Weft. It has already betn obferved, that Eutro- 
piu8% one of the principal eunuchs of the pa- 
lace of Conftantmople, fucceeded the haughty 
minifter whofe ruin he had accompliflied, and 
whofe vices he foon imitated. Every order of the 
ftate bowed to the new favourite ; and their tame 
and obfequious fubnuffion encouraged him to 
infult the laws, and, what is ftill more dif&cult 
and dangerous, the manners of his country. Un- 
der the weakeft of the predeceflbrs of Arcadius, 
the reign of the eunuchs had been fecret and 
almoft inviiible. ^ They infmuated themfelves 
into the confidence of the prince ; but their often- 
fible fundions were confined to the menial fer- 
yice of the wardrobe and Imperial bed-chamber. 
They might diredl, in a whifper, the public 

} Barthius, who adored his author with the blind fuperAition of a com- 
mentator, gives the prcfertncc to the two books which Claudian compofcd 
agatnd Eutropius, above all his other produ6lions (Baillet, Jugemens dec 
SavanSy torn. iv. p. 217. )• They are indeed a vtry e'egant and fpirited 
fatire j and woukl be more valuable in an hiflorical lights if the inventive 
were Ids vague, and more temperate. ^ 

B b 4 counfelsn 
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CHAP, counfels, and blaft, by thdr malicbus foggeftiontf* 
the fame and fortunes of the mod illuftrious citi- 
zens ; but they never prefumed to ftand forward 
in the frqnt of empire % or to pro£uie the public 
honours of the ftacet Eutropius was the firft qf 
bis artificial fex, who dared to aflume the cha- 
rafler of a Roman magiftrate and general ^. 
Sometimes, in the prefence of the blufliing fenate^ 
he afcended the tribunal, to pronounce judg- 
ment, or to repeat elaborate harangues; and 
fometimes appeared on horfeback, at the head 
of his troops, in the drefs and armour of a hero. 
The difregard of cuftom and decency always 
betrays a weak and ill-regulated mind ; nor does 
Eutropius feem to have compenfated for the folly 
of the defign, by any fuperior merit or ability in 
the execution. His former habits of life had not 
• introduced him to the ftudy of the laws, or the 
exercifes of the field; his awkward and unfuc< 

4 After lamenting; the progrefs of the eunuciu in the Rpman palace, and 
defining their proper fundlions, CUudian adds, 

A fronte rccedant 
Imperii. 

In Eutrop. i. 432. 
Yet it docs not appear that the eunuch had ajTuntc.i any of the efficient of* 
Aces of the e<rpire» and he is Ailed only Pratpofitus facri cubiculi, in Use 
cdi£l of his bjnifhment. See Cod . Theod. l.ix. tit. xl. le^. 17. 

5 Jamque oblita fut« nee fobris divitiis mens 
In mifcras leges hominunique negotia ludit : 

Judicat eunuchus 

Arma etiam violare parat 

Claudian (i. 229 — 270.)! with that mixture of indignation and huoNH^, 
vfhich always pleafes in a fatiric poet, defcribes the infolcnt foUy of tte 
^unuch> the dlf^race of the empire, and the joy of the Goths. 

Gaudet, cum viderit boAis, 

^t fentit jam dcciTc viros, 

cefsfbl 
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cefsful attempts provoked the fecret contempt of chap: 

XXXII. 

the fpeAators; the Goths cxpreffed their wifli, 
that fuch a general might always command the 
armies of Rome ; and the name of the minifter 
was branded with ridicule, more pernicious per- 
haps than hatred, to a public charafter. The 
fubjeds of Arcadius were exafperated by the 
recolledion, that this deformed and decrepid 
eunuch % who fo per ver rely mimicked the actions 
of a man, was born in the moil abjeft condidon 
of fervitude; that, before he entered the Im- 
perial palace, he had been fucceifively fold, and 
purchafed, by an hundred mafters, who bad. ex- 
haufted his youthful ftrength in every mean and 
infamous office, and at length difmifled him, in 
his old age, to freedom and poverty'. While 
thefe difgraceful ftories were circulated, and per- 
haps exaggerated, in private converfations, the 
vanity of the favourite was flattered with the 
pioft extraordinary honours. In the fenate, in 

6 The poet*s lively defcnption of his deformity (i. no— 1*5.) is con- 
firmed by tlie authentic tcAImony of Chryfoiiom (torn iii. p. 384. edit. 
Montfaucon) { who obferves, that when the paint wat vaflied away, the 
face of £utropius appeared more ugty and wrinkled than that of an old 
woman. Claudian remarks (i. 469.)> and the remark mufl have been 
founded on experience, that there was fcarcely any interval between the 
youth and the decrepid a^ of an eunuch. 

7 Eutroplus appears to have bren a native of Armenia or Aflyria. Hit 
three fervices, which Claudian more particularly defcrlbes, were thefe: 
I. He fpent many years as the catamite of Ptolemy, a groom or fo!dier of 
tlie imperial ftablcs. a. Ptolemy gave him to the old general Arintheus, 
for whom he very (kilfully exercifed the profcifion of a pimp. 3. He was 
given, on her marriage, to the daughter of Arintlieus ; and the future con- 
sul was employed to comb her hair, to prefent tlie filver ewer, to wa(h arnl 
10 fan his miftrefs in hot weather. See 1» a. 31^-137. 

th« 
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CHAP, the capital, in the provinces, the ftatues of Eu« 
^j^^^ tropius were ereded, in brafs, or marble, deco- 
rated with the'fymbols of his civil and military 
virtues, and infcribed with the pompous title of 
the third founder of Conftantinople. He was 
promoted to the rank of patrician^ which began 
to iignify, in a popular, and even legal accept- 
ation, the father of the emperor ; and the lad 
year of the fourth century was polluted by the 
fonfuljbip of an eunuch, and a flave. This ftrange 
and inexpiable prodigy ' awakened, however, the 
prejudices of the Romans. The effeminate con- 
iul was rejeded by the Weft, as an indelible ftain 
to the annals of the republic ; and, without in- 
voking the Ihades of Brutus and Camillas, the 
colleague of Eutropius, a learned and refpedable 
magiftrate% fufBciently reprefented the different 
maxims of the two adminidraticms. 
His vena- The bold and vigorous mind of Rufinus feems 
wjuiiicc. to have been actuated by a more fanguinary and 
revengeful fpirit ; but the avarice of the eunuch 
was not lefs infatiate than that of the prsfefl '^ 

S Claudian (l.i. in Eutrop. i— iz.), after enumerating the varioos pro- 
digies of monftrous births, fpeak^ng animaJs, ihowers of blood or ftones, 
double funs> &c. adds, >with fome exaggeration, 

Omnia cedTcrunt eunucho confule monftra. 
The firft book concludes with a noble fpeech of the goddefs of Rome to 
her favourite Honorius, deprecating the tuw ignominy to wh/ch Ihe was 
cxpofed. 

9 Fl. Maliias Theodoras, wbofe civil honours, and philofophical works, 
have been celebrated by Ciaudian in a very elegant panegyric. 

10 Me^«0v It vih, r'jj> s-XtfTw, drunk with riches, is the forcible expreffien of 
Zoiimus (!.' V. p. 301.) ^ and the avarice of Eutropius is equally cxecratcJ 
in the Lexicon of Suidas, and the Chronicle of Marccliinus. Cliryfaittvn 
Jiad often admoniHied the favourite, of the vanity and danger of iaimodr* 
rate wealth, torn, iii* p. 381. 

As 
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As long as he defpoiled the oppreflbrs, who had chap. 
enriched themfelves with the plunder of the people, ^^^"• 
Eutropius might gratify his covetous difpofition 
without much envy or injuftice: but the pro- 
grefs of his rapine foon invaded the wealth 
which had been acquired by lawful inheritance, 
or laudable induflry. The ufual methods of 
extortion were pradlifed and improved ; and Clau« 
dian has iketched a lively and original pidure of 
the public audion of the ftate. " The impotence 
" of the euauch'* (fays that agreeable fatirift) 
** has ferved only to ftimulate his avarice : the 
^^ fame hand which, in his fervile condition, was 
" exercifed in petty thefts, to unlock the coffers 
" of his mafter, now grafps the riches of the 
" world ; and this infamous broker of the em- 
*^ pire appreciates and divides the Roman pro* 
" vmces, from mount Hgemus to the Tigris. 
*^ One man, at the expence of his villa, is made 
<< proconful of Afia ; a fecond purchafes Syria 
with his wife's jewels ; and a third laments, 
that he has exchanged his paternal eftate for 
•* the government of Bithynia. In the anri- 
•' chamber of Eutropius, a large tablet is expofed 
to public view, which marks the refpeftive 
** prices of the provinces. The different value 
** of Pontus, of Galatia, of Lydia, is accurately 
" diftinguifhed. Lycia may be obtained for fo 
^^ many thoufand pieces of gold ; but the opulence 
" of Phrygia wiH require a more conftderable fura, 
" The eunuch wilhes to obliterate, by the general 
" difgrace, his perfonal ignominy ; and as he has 
6 " been 
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Abund^n- 
tius. 



" been fold himfelf, he is defirous of felling the 
" reft of mankind. In the eager contention, the 
** balance, which contains the fate and fortunes 
<* of the province, often trembles on the beam ; 
" and till one of the fcales is inclined, by a fupe- 
** rior weight, the mind of the impartial judge 
" remains in anxious fufperife ". Such" (con- 
tinues the indignant poet) " are the fruits of 
•* Roman valour, of the defeat of Antiochus, 
** and of the triumph of Pompey.'* This venal 
proftilution of public honours fecured the impu- 
nity of future crimes ; but the riches, which Eu- 
tropius derived from confifcation, were already 
flamed with injuflice ; fince it was decent to 
accufe, and to condemn, the proprietors of the 
wealth which he was impatient to confifcate. 
Some noble blood was fhed by the hand of the 
executioner ; and the moft inhofpitable extremi- 
ties of the empire were filled with innocent and 
illuftrious exiles. Among the generals and con- 
fuls of the Eaft, Abundantius '^ had reafon to 
dread the firft effefts of the refentment of Eutro- 
pius. He had been guilty of the unpardonable 



. It ■■■ certantum fsepe dQoruni 

Diverfum fufpendit ot\m% : cuin pondere JudfX 

Vergit, ct in gtmlnas nuiat provincia lances* 
Clattdian (i. 192—109.) Co cuiioufly diliingui(hes the circumfbnccs oi tbr 
£ile, that they all frem to allude to particular anecdotes. 

12 Claudian (i. 154 — 170.) mentions the ^iriV/ and cxle of Abunr^anti us, 
nor could he fail to quote the example of the artift, wIm nude the firft trial 
of the brazen bail, which lie prefentcd to Plalaris. Sec Zofimtt»» K v. 
p. 30«. Jerom. torn. i. p. 26. The difference oX place- is eaiily recon. 
ciled \ hut ttie deciOve authority of Afterius of Amafia (Orat. iv. p. 76. 
apud Tiilemont, Hift. des £mpe(curs» torn. v. p. 435.) muA turn the ta^ 
in favour of Pity us. 

crime 
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crime of introducing that abjed flave to the c h a p. 

'VXXI1 

palace of Conftantinople : and fome degree of ^^-^.w 
praife muft be allowed to a powerful and ungrateful 
favourite, who was fatisfied with the difgrace of 
his benefador. Abundantius was ftripped of his 
ample fortunes by an Imperial refcript, and 
baniOied to Pityus, on the Euxine, the laft frontier 
of the Roman world ; where he fubfifted by the 
precarious mercy of the Barbarians, till he could 
obtaic, after the fall of Eutropius, a milder exile 
SIC Sidon in Phoenicia, The deftruftion of Tima- ef Tim». 
fius '* required a more ferious and regular mode 
of attack. That great officer, the mafter-general 
of the armies of Theodofius, had fignalifed his 
valour by a decifive victory, which he obtained 
over the Goths of Theffaly ; but he was too 
prone, after the example of his fovereign, to 
enjoy the luxury of peace, and to abandon his 
confidence to wicked and defigning flatterers. 
Timafius had defpifed the public clamour, by 
promoting an infamous dependent to the com- 
mand of a cohort ; and he deferved to feel the 
ingratitude of Bargus, who was fecretly inftigated 
by the favourite to accufe his patron of a trea- 
fonable confpiracy. The general was arraigned 
before the tribunal of Arcadius himfelf ; and the 
principal eunuch ftood by the fide of the throne, 

1? Suidas (moft probably from the h.rtory of Eunapius) has given a very 
■nfavourable piaure of 1 iinafius. The account of Iws accufer, the jud^sci, 
trial. Sec. is pcrfeftly agreeable to the pradicc of anctr.t and modern courts. 
(S«e Zofimus, t v. p. igS, 299, 300.) I am almolt tempted to qoou 
the romance of ft great mafter (FieWing'« Works, vol. iv. p. 49> *^- ^vo. 
«dic.)> which may be eonlidertd as the hiflory ^t human nature. 

3 ^® 



§*2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, to fuffgeft the queftions and anfwers of his Tove- 

XXXII 

reign. But as this form of trial might be deemed 
partial and arbitrary, the farther inquiry into 
the crimes of Timafiiis was delegated to Satur- 
ninus and Procopius ; the former of confular 
rank, the latter Hill refpeded as the father-in-law 
of the emperor Valens, The appearancies of a 
fair add legal proceeding were niaintsuned by the 
blunt honefly of Procopius ; and he yielded with 
teludance to the obfequious deJttetity of his col- 
league, who pronounced a fentence of condemna- 
tion againft the unfortunate Timafius* His m^ 
menfe riches were confifcated, in the name of the 
emperor, and for the benefit of the favourite ; and 
he was doomed to perpetual exile at Oafis, a 
folitary fpot in the midft of the fandy deferts of 
Libya'*. Secluded from all human converfe, 
the mafter-general of the Roman armies was loft 
for ever to the world; but the circumftances of 
his fate have been related in a various and con- 
tradiftory manner, ft is infinuated, that £utro« 
pius difpatched a private order for his, fecret 
execution '^ It was reported, that, in attempt- 
ing to efcape from Oafis, he periflied in the 

>4 The great Oa(U was one of the fpots in the fands of Libya, watered 
with fprings, and'capable of producing wheat, barley^ and paUn- trees. It 
was about three days journey from north to fouth> about half a day in 
breadth, and at the diAance of about five days niarck to the weft of Abydos, 
on the Niie. See d'Anville, Defcription de THgypte, p. iS6y 187, iSS. 
The barren dtfert wiiich eiicompafles Oafis (Zofimusy 1. ▼. p. 300.) has 
fugiseded the idea of comparative fertility, and CTen the qHtbct of tb» 
h0/>py ifland (Hcrodot. ill. 26.). 

'5 TIh: line of Claudian, in Eutrop. 1. i. x8o. 

Marmaricus cl^iru vjolatur ccdibvs Hammon, 
cvidi^ntly ailudei to H^ perfuafioB of the death of TioMfiHS. 

defert. 
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defert, of thiril and hunger ; and that 'his dead chap. 

XXXII 

body was found on the fands of Libya *^ It has v,-^-w 
been aflerted, with more confidence, that his fon 
Syagrius, after fucccfsfully eluding the purfuit of 
the agents and emiflaries of the court, colleded 
a band of African robbers; that he refcued Tu 
mafias from the place of his exile ; and that 
both the father and fon difappeared from the 
knowledge of mankind '\ But the ungrateful 
Bargus, inftead of being fuffered to poflefs th^ 
reward of guilt, was foon afterwards circum<« 
vented and deftroyed,, by the more powerful villany 
of the minifter bimfelf; who retained fcnfe and 
fpirit enough to abhor the inftrument of his own 
crimes. 

The public hatred, and the defpair of indi- ^ crucial^ 
viduals, continually threatened, or feemed to oftrmfon, 
threaten, the perfonal fafety of Eutropius ; as sJpt.'-^^'^ 
well as of the numerous adherents, who were 
attached to his fortune, and had been promoted 
by his venal favour. For tl)eir mutual defence, 
he contrived the fafeguard of a law, which vio-« 
lated every principle of humanity and juftice*'. 
I. It is enafted, in the name, and by the autho- 

16 Sozomen, I. viii. c, 7. He fpcaks from report, ug rivoi srt/Oo^sy, 
S7 Zofitiius, 1. V. p. 300. Yet hefeems to fufpedt that this rumour was 
fj»read by the friends of Eutropius. 

IS See the Theodofian Code, 1. ix. tit. 14. ad legem Comeliam de 
Sicariis, leg. 3. and the Code of Juftinian, L ix. tit. viii. ad legem Juliam 
de Majedate, leg. 5. The alteration of the n'r/f, from murder to treafon^ 
was an improvement of the fubcle Tribonian. Godefroy, in a formal diflcr- 
tation» which he has infertcd in his Commentary, illuflrates this law of 
Arcadius, and expl.iins all the difficult patfages which had beeA perverted 
by «h« jurifconfttlts of the darker ages. See torn, iiit p« 88^1 x i. 

rityy 
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CHAP. ritY, of Arcadius, that all thofe who (hall cod* 
fpire, either with fubjeds, or with ftrangers^ 
againft the lives of any of the perfons whom the 
eiuperor coniiders as the members of his own 
body, {hall be puniflied with death and confif- 
cation. This fpecies of fiditious and metaphori- 
cal treafon is extended to prote^l, not only the 
illujlrious officers of the ftate and army, who are 
admitted into the facred confiftory, but likewife 
the principal domeftics of the palace, the fenators 
of Conflantinople, the military commanders, and 
the civil magiftrates of the provinces : a vague 
and indefinite lift, which, under the fucceflbrs of 
Conftantine, included an obfcure and numerous 
train of fubordinate minifters. IL This extreme 
feverity might perhaps be juftified, had it been 
only direfted to fecure the reprefentatives of tha 
fovereign from any aftual violence in the exe- 
cution of their office. But the whole body of 
Imperial dependents claimed a privilege, or rather 
impunity, which fcreened them, in the loofeil 
moments of their lives, from the hafty, perhaps 
the juftifiable, refentment of their fellow-citizens : 
and, by a flrange perverfion of the laws, the 
fame degree of guile and puniffiment was applied 
to a private quarrel, and to a deliberate confpf- 
racy againft the emperor and the empire. The 
edi£t of Arcadius moft pofitively and moft ab- 
furdly declares, that in fuch cafes of treafon, 
thoughts and ailions ought to be puniOied with 
equal feverity ; that the knowledge of a mif- 
chievous intention, unleb it be inftantly revealed, 

becomes 
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becomes equally criminal with the intention it- c h a p. 
felf'*; and that thofe ralh men, who (hall pre- 
furae to folicit the pardon of traitors, (hall them- 
felves be branded with public and perpetual in- 
famy. III. ** With regard to the fons of the 
" traitors," (continues the emperor,) " although 
" they ought to fliare the punifhmeht, fmce they 
" will probably imitate the guilt, of their pa- 
" rents ; yet, by the fpecial effeft of our Impe- 
** rial lenity, we grant them their lives : but, 
** at the fame time, we declare them incapable 
•* of inheriting, either on the father's or on the 
*^ mother's fide, or of receiving any gift or le- 
** gacy, from the teftament either of kinfmen or 
** of ftrangers. Stigmatifed with hereditary In- 
** ferny, excluded from the hopes of honours or 
** fortune, let them endure the pangs of poverty 
** and contempt, till they (hall confider life as a 
*^ calamity, and death as a comfort and relief;" 
In fuch words, fo well adapted to infult the feel- 
ings of mankind, did the emperor, or rather his 
favourite eunuch, applaud the moderation of a 
law, which transferred the fame unjuft and in- 
human penalties to the children of all thofe who 
had feconded, or who had not difclofed, thefe 
fidlitious confpiracies. Some of the nobleft re- 

19 Baholus underftands a 6inpk and naked confcioufnefsy without any 
fign of approbation or concurrence. For this opinion, fays Baldus, h^ is 
now roafting in helL For my own part, continues the dlfcrect Heineccjus 
(Zleinenu Jur. Civil. 1. iv. p. 41 i.)i I mufl approve the theory of Bartolus i 
but in pradicc I Qiould incline to the fentimcnt of Baldu$. Yet Biirtolus 
vvas gravely quoted by the lawyers of Cardinal Ilichclicu j and Eutropius 
was indireAly guilty of the murder of the virtuous de Thou. 

Vol. V. C c gulations 



2»6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, ffulations of Roman jurirprudence have been 

XXXIJ 

\^-i>^^ fuffered to expire; but this edid, a convenient 
and forcible engine of minifterial tyranny, was 
carefully inferted in the codes of Theodolius and 
Juftinian ; and the fame maxims have been re- 
vived in modem ages, to proteft the ele6lors of 
Germany, and the cardinals of the church of 
Rome **. 
RebcUionof Yet thefe fanguinary laws, which fpread terror 
A."Df399. among a difarmed and difpirited people, were of 
too weak a texture to reftrain the bold enterprife 
of Tribigild" the Oftrogoth. The colony of 
that warlike nation, which had been planted by 
Theodofius in one of the mod fertile diftric^s of 
Phrygia ", impatiently compared the flow returns 
of laborious hufbandry with the fuccefsful rapine 
and liberal rewards of Alaric ; and their leader 
refented, as a perfonal affront, his own ungra- 
cious reception in the palace of Conftantinople. 
A foft and wealthy province, in the heart of the 
empire, was aftoniihed by the found of war ; and 

20 Codefroy, torn. uL p. S9. It is,, however, (ufpe^edy tiiat this law, fo 
repugnant to the maxims of Germanic freedom, has been forrepcitio&ily 
added to the golden bull. 

** A copious and circumftantial narrative (which he might have rrfcrved 
lor mora important events) is beftowed by Zcfimus (k v. p. 304«— }ia.) on 
the revolt of Tribigikt aod Gainas. See Ukewife Socratc&» 1. vi. c 6. and 
Soxomen, 1. viii. c. 4. The fecond book of Claudian againtl £utrcipiiis» is 
a fine, though impsrfed, piece of hiAory. 

zx Claudian (in Eutrop. 1. ii. ij;— 1500 very accvnitely 'obferves, that 
the ancient name and nation of the Phrygians extended very far oei every 
flde, till their limits were con traced by Che colonies of the Bithynlai^ ex 
Thrace, of the Creeks, anrf at la ft of the Gaulf. His defcriptlon (ii. as? — 
171.) of the ftrrciliry of HhT/(;a, and of tiie four rivers that produced gM, Is 
, juft and piAurcfque. 

11 the 
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the faithful vaffal, who had been difregarded or c h a p. 
oppreiTed, was again refpefted, as foon as he 
refumed the hoftile character of a Barbarian. 
The vineyards and fruitful fields, between the 
rapid Marfyas and the winding Maeander *% were 
confumed with fire; the decayed walls of the 
city crumbled into duft, at tfiV firft ftroke f>f an 
enemy; the trembling inhuWtatlts efcaped from 
a bloody maffacre to the fliorerbf the Hellefpont ; 
and a confiderable part of Afia Minor was defo- 
lated by the rebellion of Tribigild, His rapid 
progrefs was checked by the refiftance of the 
peafants of Pamphylia; and the Oflrogoths, at- 
tacked in a narrow pafs, between the city of 
Selgs ^, a deep morafs, and th*^ craggy cliffs of 
Mount Taurus, were defeated with the lofs of 
their braved troops. But the Ipirit of their chief 
was not daunted by misfortune; and his army 
was continually recruited by fwarms of Barbarians 
and outlaws, who were defirous of exercifing 
the profeffion of robbery, under the more ho- 
nourable names of war and conqueft. The ru- 
mours of the fuccefs of Tribigild might for fome ' 
time be fuppreflfed by fear, or difguifed by flat- 



J^t Xenophon. Anabafis, Li. p. ii, j%, edit. Hutchlnfon. Strabo, 1. xlU 
p. S65« edit. Amftel. Q^Cort. l.iii. c. i. Claudian compares the jund^ion 
•f the Marfyas and Mnmder to that of the Saone and the Rh6ne ; with this 
diffcrenccy however, that the (mailer of the Phrygian rivers is not accelerated, 
but retarded, by the larger. 

*4 Selgc, a colony of the Lacei^wnonians, bad formerly numbered twenty 
thottfiuid citizens j but in the age of Zofimus it v^as reduced to a vo9ax^ 
or fiaiaU town. See CcUarius, Geopaph. Antiq. torn. U. p« 1x7. 

Cc a "teryj 
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c FT A F tery } yet they gradually alarmed both the court 
and the capital. Every misfortune was exag- 
gerated in dark and doubtful hints ; and the 
future defigns of the rebels became the fubjeft of 
anxious conjefture. Whenever Tribigild advanced 
into. the inland /q^:)^ try, the Romans were in- 
clined to fuppojj^.^^j^it he meditated the palTage 
of Mount Taurus;^., and the invafion of Syria. 
If he defcended towards the fea, they imputed, 
and perhaps fuggefled, to the Gothic chief, the 
:more dangerous projed of arming a fleet in the 
.harbours of Ionia, and of extending his depre- 
dations alo'hg the maritime coad, from tbe mouth 
of the Nile to the port of Conftantinople. The 
approach of danger, and the obftinacy of Tribi- 
gild, who refiifed all terms of accomo^odatiiw, 
compelled Eutropius to fummon a council of 
war**. After claiming for himfelf the privilege 
of a veteran foklier^ the eunuch entruded the 
guard of Thrace and the^Hellefpont to Gainas 
the Goth j and the command of the Afiatic army 
to his favourite Leo; two generals, who differ- 
ently, but effeftually, promoted the caufe of the 
rebels. Leo ^\ who, from the bulk of his body, 

^5 The council of Eutropius, Sn Ctaudlan, may be oompired to that of 
Domitian in the fourth facire of Juvenal. The principal members of the 
former were^ juvenes procervi lafcivique fenet } one of them had beca a 
cook, a fecond a woolcomber. The language of their originil pnMRoa 
fxpofet their aflumed dignity ; and their trifling converCnioo abottt tia^c* 
dies, dancers, ftc. Is made ftUl more ridiculoaa by the importaacc of the 
debate. ... 

^ ClandiiR (I. ii« 374-^461.) htt branded, bim witb .inftmy; mod 
Zofimusy in more temperate language, confirms his reproacbea. Lm ▼• 
p. 305. 

and 
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and the dulnefs of his mind* was furnamed the c h a p. 
Ajax of the Eaft, had deferted his original trade 
of a woolcomber, to exercife, with much left 
(kill and fuccefs, the military profeflion : and his 
uncertain operations were capricioufly framed and 
executed, with an ignorance of real difficulties, 
and a timorous negleft of every favourable op- 
portunity. The raflmefs of the Oftrogoths had 
drawn them into a difadvantageous pofition be- 
tween the rivers Melas and Eurymedon, where 
they were almoft befieged by the peafants ef 
Pamphylia ; but the arrival of an Imperial army, 
inftead of completing their dedruftion, afforded 
the means of fafety and vidlory. Tribigild fur- 
prifed the unguarded camp of the Romans, in 
the darknefs of the night; feduced the faith of 
the greater part of the Barbarian auxiliaries, and 
diffipated without much effort, the troops, which 
had been corrupted by the relaxation of difcipline^ 
and the luxury of the capital. The difcontent of 
Gainas, who had fo boldly contrived and exe- 
cuted the death of Rufinus, wa's irritated by the 
fortune of his unworthy fucceffor ; he accufed his 
own diflionourable patience under the fervile 
reign of an eunuch ; and the ambitious Goth was 
conviSed, at lead in the public opinion, of 
fecretly fomenting the revolt of Tribigild, with 
whom he was connected by a domeftic, as well 
'as by a national, alliance *'• When Gainas paffed 

*7 The C6nfpiracy of Gainas and Tribigild, which is atteded by the Greek 
hiftoriao, had not reached the ears of Claudian, who attributes the revolt 
of tht ohres«tht to hit own nrnrtial fpirit, and the idvj«e of hu wife 

C c 3 the 
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CHAP, the Hellefpont, to unite under his (landard the 

XXXII 

^— *v*i>J remains of the Afiatic troops, he fkilfully adapted 
his motions to the wiihes of the Oftrogoths ; aban* 
doning, by his retreat, the country which they de- 
fired to invade ; or facilitating, by his approach, 
the defertion of the Barbarian auxiliaries. To the 
Imperial court he repeatedly magnified the valour, 
the genius, the inexhauftible refources of Tribi- 
gild ; confeiTed his own inability to profecute the 
war ; and extorted the permiflion of negociating 
with his invincible adverfary. The conditions of 
peace were di&ated by the haughty rebel ; and the 
peremptory demand of the head of Kutropius^ 
revealed the author and the defign of this hoftile 
confpiracy. 
FiUof Eu- The bold fatirift, who has indulged his difcoD- 
A. D. 399. tent by the partial and paflionate cenfure of the 
Chridian emperors, violates the dignity, rather 
than the truth, of hiftory, by comparing the fon 
of Theodofius to one of thpfe harmlefs and fim- 
pie animals, who fcarcely feel that they are the 
property of their Ihepherd. Two paiTions, how- 
ever, fear and conjugal afie^ion, awakened the 
languid foul of Arcadius ; he was terrified by the 
threats of a victorious ^^rbaris^n ; and he yielded 
to the tender eloquence of hi$ wife Eudoxia, who, 
with a flood of arti6cial tears, prefenting her 
infant children to their father, implored his juf* 
tice for fome real or imaginary infult, which fhe 
imputed to the audacious eunqch**. The em- 

»< Thii anecdote, which Philoftcu-giut alone has preicrved (1. si. c. f^ 
and Gothofred. DKTerUt. p. 45i--456.)f is curious and imporont i fiace it 
^onnt As Che revolt of the Goths with tb^ fecret intri^cs of the palace. 

peror^ 
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perbr's hand was direded to fign the condemna 
tion of Eutropius ; the magic fpell, which during 
four years had bound the prince and the people, 
was inftantly diflblved ; and the acclamations, 
that fo lately hailed the merit and fortune of the 
favourite, were converted into the clamour^ of 
the foldiers and people, who reproached his 
crimes, and prefled his immediate execution. 
In this hour of diftrefs and defpair, his only 
refuge was in the fanftuary of the church, whofe 
privileges he had ivifely, or profanely, attempted 
to circumfcribc ; and the moft eloquent of the 
faints, John Chryfoftom, enjoyed the triumph of 
protecting a proftrate minifter, whofe choice had 
raifed him to the ecclefiaftical throne of Con* 
ftantinople. The archbilhop, afcending the pul- 
pit of the cathedral, that he might be diftindly 
feen and heard by an innumerable crowd of either 
fex and of every age, pronounced a feafonable 
and pathetic difcourfe on the forgivenefs of in- 
juries, and the inflability of human greatnefs. 
The agonies of the pale and aBFrighted wretch 
who lay grovelling under the table of the altar, 
exhibited a folemn and inftruSive fpeftacle } and 
the orator, who was afterwards accufed of in* 
fulting the misfortunes of Eutropius, laboured to 
excite the contempt, that he might affuage the 
fury, of the people*^. The powers of humanity, 

of 

»9 See the Homly of Chryfoftom, tom i«i. p- 3Si--3S6- of which the 

-exordium is particularly bcaut.ful. Socrates, I vi. c. 5. Sozomcn, 1. viii, 

c. 7. Monifaucon (iri hi* Life of Chryfoftom, torn. xiii. p. i3S-) ^^ ^^^^^ 

fuppofcs ihAtTribigiid wua3uailj in Conftantinoplc j and that he com- 

*^ C « 4. trmdtfX 
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CHAP, of fuperftitioxi, and of eloquence, prevailed. The 
emprefs Eudoxia was retrained, by her own pre* 
judices, or by thofe of her fubjeds, from violat- 
ing the fanduary of the church ; and Eutropius 
was tempted to -capitulate, by the milder arts of 
perfuafion, and by an oath, that his life (hbuld 
be fparcd'^ Carelefs of the dignity of their 
fovereign, the new minifters of the palace imme* 
diately publiihed an edid, to declare^ that his 
late favourite had difgraced the names of conful 
and patrician, to abolifh his flatnes, to confif- 
cate his wealth, and to inflid a perpetual exile in 
the ifland of Cyprus ". A defpicable and de- 
crepid eunuch could no longer alarm the fears of 
his enemies^ nor was he capable of enjoying 
what yet remained, the comforts of peace, of 
folitude, and of a happy climate. But their im- 
placable revenge ftill envied him the laft moments 
of a miferable life, and Eutropius had no fiDoner 

minded the foldiers who were ordered to feixe Eacropiu$. Even CbodxaD, 
a Pagan poet (Prcfat. ad 1. ii. in Eutrop. %7,), has mentioned Che flight ^ 
the eunuch to the fan Auary. 

Snppliciterque pias homlJis proftratus ad aiat 
Mitigat iratas voce cremente nurus. 
|o Chryroftom, in another homily (torn. iii. p. 386.)* affedi to declare^ 
that Eutropius would not have been taken, had he not deferted the church. 
Zofinws (1. V. p. 313.)! '>n the contrary, pretends, that hit enemjes forced 
kirn (ti»fveuravrei eunoif) from the fanAuary. Yet the promife is an e^i- 
dfence of fome treaty j and the (Irong a/Turance of Claudian (Pr»fat. adi o. 

Sed tamen exempio non feriere tuo, 
iTisy be cop.fidered as an evidence of fome promife. 

31 Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xi. leg. 14. The date of that law (Jan 17, 
A. D. 399.) is erroneous and corrupt ; fince the fall of Eutmpli^s could not 
happen till the autumn of the fame year. See TUlemont, Hift. dcs £ro- 
pcrcurs, tom. v. p. 780. 

touched 
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touched the (bores of Cyprus, than he was halUly c h a p, 
recalled. The vain hope of eluding, by a change 
of place, the obligation of an oath, engaged the 
emprefs to transfer the fcene of his trial and execu* 
(ion, from Conflantinople to the adjacent fuburb of 
Chalcedon. The conful Aurelian pronounced the 
fentence; and the motives of that fentence expofe 
the jurifprudence of a defpotic government. The 
crimes which Eutropius had committed againfl: 
the people, might have juftified his death j but 
he was found guilty of harneding to his chariot 
iht facred animals, who, from their breed, or 
colour, were referved for the ufe of the emperor 
alone ^*. 

While this domeftic revolution was tranfafted, conrpiracy 
Gainas^' openly revolted from his allegiance; G«o«i, 
united his forces, at Thyatira in Lydia, with a. a 400. 
thofe of Tribigild; and ftill maintained his fupe- 
rior afcendant over the rebellious leader of the 
Oftrogoths. The confederate armies advanced, 
without refiftance, to the ftreights of the Hellef- 
pont, and the Bofphoriis ; and Arcadius was 
inftrufted to prevent the lofs of his Afiatic domi- 
nions, by refigning his authority and his perfon 
to the faith of the Barbarians. The church of 
the holy martyr Euphemia, fituate on a lofty 
eminence near Chalcedon *% was cbofen for the 

place 

t^ Zo(iaius» !• V. p. 31^. Philoflorglus, I. xi. c. 6. 

31 ZofioDUS (1. V. p. 31)— 3a3.)> Socrates (I. vLc.4.)» Sozomen (J. viii. 
C4J» and Theodorct (L v. c. 32, 33.) rcprefenc, though with fome various 
clrcvmftaacctt the conrpiracy, defeat, and death of GaiQa9« 

34 Oova; £v^p«f fjMfrv^tof, is the cxpreflion of Zofmius himfeJf (L v. 
P* 3>40> ^^o inadvertently ufes ihe fafhionabx language of the Chriftians. 

Evagritts 
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<^ w A *•. pjacc of the interview. Gainas bowed, with 
reverence, at the feet of the emperor, whilft he 
required the facrifice of Aurelian and Saturninus, 
two miniders of confular rank ; and their naked 
necks were expofed, by the haughty rebel, to the 
edge of the fword, till he .condefcended to grant 
thetn a precarious and difgraceful refpi*e. The 
Goths, according tt> the terms of the agreement, 
were immediattly tranfported from Afia into 
Europe ;-and their viftorious chief, who accepted 
the title of mafter-ge^eral of the Roman armies, 
foon filled Condantinople with his troops, and 
dtftributed among his dependents, the honours 
»nd rewards of the empire. In his early youth, 
Gainas had pafled the Danube as a fuppliant, and 
a fugitive : his elevation had been the work c^ 
valour and fortune; and his indifcreer, or perfi- 
dious, conduct, was the caufe of his rapid down- 
fah Notwiihftanding the vigorous oppofuion of 
the archbifliop, he importunately chimed, for 
his Arian fe^aries, the poHeflion of a peculiar 
church ; and the pride of the catholics was 
offended by the public toleration of herefy". Every 
quarter of Condantinople was filled with tumult 
and diforder ; and the Barbarians ga^ed with 



Evigrios dcfcrihcs (1. il. c. ).) the fituation, archite^ure, relicty and mW 
vaclcs of that celebrated church, in which (he general council of Chalccdon 
wa« afrrrwards hdc*. 

U The pious remonftrances of Chryfoflom, which do not appear in Ms 
own writin^f, are ftronc;!/ urged by Theodoret j but his iniinuation, that 
thty wrre fuccefs^i), is difproved by fa&s. Tillemont (Hii^. dcs Empe. 
reurt, torn. v. 383.) has difcovered, that tlte emperor^ to fatlsfy the rapa- 
cious demands of CalMS, was obliged to ipelt the plate of tU chwch of tbm 
ApoAles. 

fuch 
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fuch ardour on the rich (hops of the jewellers, chap. 
and the tables of the bankers, which were ._^^-,,^ 
covered with gold and filver, that it was judged 
prudent to remove thofe dangerous temptations 
from their fight. They refented the injurious 
precaution; and fome alarming .attempts were 
made, during the night, to attack and deftroy 
with fire the Imperial palace^*. In this ftate of juijao. 
mutual and fufpicious hoflility, the guards, and 
the people of Conftantinople, (hut the gates, 
and rofe in arms to prevent, or to punifh, the 
confpiracy of the Goths. During the abfence of 
Gainas, his troops were furprifed and oppreffed; 
feven thoufand Barbarians periftied in this bloody 
maflacre. In the fury of the purfuit, the catho- 
lics uncovered the roof, and continued to throw 
down flaming logs of wood, till they over- 
whelmed their ad ver fanes, who had retreated* to 
the church or conventicle of the Arians. Gainas 
was either innocent of the defign, or too confident 
. of his fuccefs : he was a(loni(hed by the intelli- 
gence, that the flower of his army had been inglo- 
rioi^fly deftroyed; that he himfelf was declared 
a public enemy; and that his countryman, Fra- 
vitta, a brave and loyal confederate, had aflumed 
the management of the war by fea and land. The 
enterprifes of the rebel, againfl:^ the cities of 
Thrace, were encountered by a firm and well- 
ordered defence ; his hungry foldiers were foon 
reduced to the grafs that grew on the margin of 

1^ The ecclefiaftical hiilorians, who rometinirs ^ulde, and rcmetimei 
follow, the public opinion^ mod confidently afiert that tlie palace of Con- 
daniiftople wm suarded by Icgioas of angels, 

th« 
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c H A P. the fortifications ; and Gainas, who vainly re- 
v.^-v-*-' gretted the wealth and luxury of Afia, embraced 
a defperate refolution of forcing the paffage of 
the Heliefpont. He was deftitute of veflels j but 
the woods of the Cherfonefus afforded materials 
for rafts, and his intrepid Barbarians did not 
D«««*3' refufe to truft themfelves to the waves. But Fra- 
vitta attentively watched the progrefs of theit 
undertaking. As foon as they had gained the 
middle of the ftream, the Roman gallies "^ im- 
pelled by the full force, of oars, of the current, 
and of the favourable wind, ruOied forwards in 
compa6); order, and with irrefiftible weight; and 
the Heliefpont was covered with the fragments of 
the Gothic fhipwreck. After the deftruftion of 
his hopes, and the lofs of many thoufands of his 
braved foldiers, Gainas, who could no longer 
afpire to govern, or to fubdue, the Romans, 
determined to refume the independence of a favage 
life. A light and aftive body of Barbarian horfe, 
difengaged from their infantry and baggage, 
might perform, in eight or ten days, a march of 
three hundred miles from the Heliefpont to the 
Panube ^' ; the garrifons of that important iron^ 

tier 



37 Zofimus (I. V. p. 319O mentions there gallics by the name oi Liiv- 
plans, and chfctwtf, that they were as fwift (without explaining the differ- 
ence between them) as the veflels with iifty oars ; bat that they were far 
inferior in fpeed to the triremes, whieh had been long difufed. Yet be 
reafdnably concludes, from the teftimony of Fdybius, that gaUies of a ftlU 
larger fize ha(f been conftrudcd in the Punic wan. Since the eilablilhineiit 
of the Roman empire over die Mediterranean, the ufelefs art of building 
large ihips of war had probably been negledled and at length forgocten. 

3* Chiihull (Travels, p 61—63. 72—76.) proceeded from GailipoU, 
through Hadrianople, to the Danube, in about fifteen days. He was in the 

trala 
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tier had been gradually annihilated ; the river, chap. 
in the month of December, would be deeply >^,,^^^>w 
frozen; and the unbounded profped of Scythia 
was opened to the ambition of Gainas. This 
defign was fecretly communicated to the national 
troops, who devoted themfelves to the fortunes 
of their leader ; and before the fignal of depart- 
ure was given, a great number ef provincial 
auxiliaries, whom he fufpedled of an attachment 
to their native country, were perfidioufly maf- 
facred. The Goths advanced, by rapid marches, 
through the plains of Thrace ; and they were 
foon delivered from the fear of a purfuit, by the 
vanity of Fravitta, who, inftead of extinguilhing 
the war, haftened to enjoy the popular applaufe, 
and to aflume the peaceful honours of the con- 
fuffhip. . But a formidable ally appeared in arms 
to vindicate the majefly of the empire, and to 
guard the peace and liberty of Scythia '^ The 
fuperior forces of Uldin, king of the Huns, 
oppofed the progrefs of Gainas ; an hoftile and 
ruined country prohibited his retreat ; he dif- 
dained to capitulate ; and after repeatedly attempt- 
ing to cut his way through the ranks of the 

U«io of an £ng]i(h ambaiTador, whofe baggage confifted of feveoty-ona 
waggons. That learned traveller has the merit of tracing a curious and 
unfrequented route* 

39 The narrative of Zoiimusy who aAually leads Gainas beyond the 
Danube, rauft be correded by the teftuneny of Socrates, and Sozomcn, that 
be was killed in *tbract \ aod^ b^ the precife and authentic dates of the 
Alcxandrian» or Pafchal» Chronicalt p. 307. The naval vidory of the . 
Hellefpont is fixed to the month ApeUseus, the tenth of the cahnds of 
January (December a 3.) ; the head of Gainas was brought to Conftanti- 
nople the third of the nones of January (January 3.}> in tho month Audy- 
naeuf. 

enemy. 
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enemy, he was flab, with his defperate fblloivers' 
in the field of battle. Eleven days after the 
naval viftory of the Hellefpont, the head of Gai- 
nas, the ineftimable gift of the conqueror, was 
received -at Conftantinople with the moft liberal 
expreflions of gratitude ; and the public deliver- 
ance was celebrated by feftivals and illumina- 
tions. The triumphs of Arcadius became the 
fubjeft of epic poems *'* ; and the monarch, no 
longer opprefled by any hoflile terrors, refigned 
himfelf to the mild and abfolute dominion of his 
wife, the fair and artful Eudoxia; who has fuU 
lied her fame by the perfecutiou of St* John 
Chryfoftom, 

After the death pf the indolent Neftarius, the 
fucceflbr of Gregory Nazianzen, the church of 
Conftantinople was didraded by the ambition of 
rival candidates, who were not a&amed to folicit, 
with gold or flattery, the fufFrage of the people, 
or of the favourite. On this occafion^ Eutropius 
feems to have deviated from his ordinary maxims ; 
and his uncorrupted judgment was determined 
. only by the fuperior merit of a ftranger. In a 
late journey into the Eafl, he had admired the 
fermons of John, a native and preft)yter of An- 
tiocb, whofe name has been diftinguiflied by the 
epithet of Chryfoftom, or the Golden Mouth**. 

A pri- 

4^ Eufebius Scholafticus acquired much fame by bis poem on the Gothic 
w«r» in which he had ferved. Near forty years afterwards, AmoMmias 
recited another poem on the fame fubjed, in tlie prefence of the emperor 
Tbeodofius. See Socrates, I. vl. c. 6. 

4t The iixth book of Socrates, the eighth of Sozoroen, and fbe 6ft h o( 
Tbeodoixt, afford curious and authsDtic materiais ior the life ef Joha 

ChryAAooi • 
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A private order was difpatchcd to the governor chap. 
of Syria J and as the people might be unwilling "* 

to refign their favourite preacher, he was tranf- 
ported with fpeed and fecrecy, in a poft^hariot, 
from Antioch to Conftantinople. The unani- 
mous and unfolicited confent of the court, the 
clergy, and the people, ratified the choice of the 
minifter; and, both as a faint and as an orator, 
the new archbifliop furpafled the fanguine ex* 
pedtations oiF the public. Born of a noble and 
opulent family, in the capital of Syria, Chryfof* 
torn had been educated by the care of a tender 
mother, under the tuition of the moft Ikilfui 
mafters. He ftudied the art of rhetoric in the 
fchool of Libanius ; and* that celebrated fophiit, 
who foon difcovered the talents of his difciple, 
ingenuoufly confefled, that John would have 
deferved to fucceed him, had he not been ftolen 
away by the Chridians. His piety foon difpofed 
him to receive the facrament of baptifm; to re« 

Chryroftom. Befitks thofc general hiftonans, I have tikcn for my guides 
the four principal bio^^raphefs of tlie faint, i. The author of a partial and 
pafiionate Vindication of the Archhiihop of Confltntinoplei compoftd la 
the form of a dialogue, and under the name of hii zealous partizao> Palla- 
diusy bifhop of Helenopolis (Tiliimont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn, xi p. 500—* 
533- )» ^^ " inferted among the works of Chrvfoftom, torn. xlii. p. i— 90. 
edit. Montfaucon. a. The moderate Erafmus (ton), iii. epift. mcl. 
p. 1331—1)47. edit. Ludg. Hat.)- His vivacity and • good ferfe were his 
own; his errors, in the unviultivated lltate of ecdcfriAiC^l antiquity, i^erc 
almoft inevitable. 3. '1 he learned Tillemorft ( Mem. £ccl< fiaftiques, torn. xi. 
p. 1—405. 547 — 626, Sec, &c.) I who compiles the lives of the Ciints 
virith incredible patience, and religious accuracy. He lias m.ntt eiy fearclxd 
t!)e voluminous works of Chrylbilom hinifelf. 4. Fath;.r Montfaucon j 
who has perufcd thofe works with the curious diligence of an td.tor, difco- 
vered feveral new homilies, and again reviewed and compufed the life of 
Clu-yfodom (Opera Chryfoflom. torn. xiii. p 9X'— '177 )• 

nounce 
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CHAP, ooimce the IiKrratiire and honourable profeflion of 
xxxu. ^j^^ j^^^ ^j ^^ j^^^y himfelf in the adjacent 

defert, where he fubdued the liifts of the flefii by 
an auftere penance of fix years. His infirmities 
conipelled him to return to the fociety of man- 
kind; and the authority of Meletius devoted his 
talents to the fervice of the church : but in the 
midft of his family, and afterwards on the archi- 
epifcopal throne, Chryfoftom ftill perfcvered in 
the praflice of the raonaftic virtues. The ample 
revenues, which his predeceflbrs had confumed 
in pomp and luxury, he diligently applied to the 
eftablifhment of hofpitals ; and the mnltitudes^ 
who were fupported by his charity, preferred the 
eloquent and edifying difcourfes of their arch- 
bishop, to the amufements of the theatre, or the 
circus. The monuments of that eloquence, 
which was admired near twenty years at Antioch 
and Conftantinople, have been carefully pre- 
fcrved; and the poffeflion of near one thoufand 
fermons, or homilies, has auihorifed the critics *• 
of fucceeding times to appreciate the genuine 
merit of Chryfoftom. They unanimoufly attri- 
bute to the Chriftian orator, the free command 
of an elegant and copious language ; the judg- 
ment to conceal the advantages which he derived 

4^ As I jim mlmefi a Aranger to th« voluminous fcrmons of Chryfoftoir., 
I have given my confidence to the two moft judicious and moderate of tlie 
ccclefiaftical cricics, Erafmus (torn. iii. p. 1344.), and Dapln (BibKotbcquc 
Ecdefiaftiquey torn. iii. pw 38.) : yet the good tafte of the former is fome* 
times ▼Hiatcd by an exceflive love of antiquity ; and the good Icnfe of the 
fatter is always ttftratned hj prudential confideratioos- 

14 from 
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from the knowledge of rhetoric and philofophy ; chap. 
an inexhauftible fund of metaphors and (imilN y.^^^-mLj 
tudes, of ideas and images, to'vary and illuftrate 
the mod familiar topics; the happy art of en« 
gaging the paf&ons in the fervice of virtue ; and of 
ezpofing the folly, as well as the turpitude, of vice, 
almoft with the truth and fpirit of a dramatic re- 
prefentation. 

The paftoral labours of the archbilhop of Con- h>« ^^i- 
ftantinople provoked, and gradually united againft and defeas» 
him, two forts of enemies ; the afpiring clergy, tgtl^t, 
who envied his fuccefs, and the obflinate finners, 
who w«re offended by his reproofs. When Chry- 
foftom thundered, from the pulpit of St. Sophia, 
againft the degeneracy of the Cbridians, his 
(hafts were fpent among the crowd, without 
wounding, or even marking, the character of any 
mdividual. When he declaimed againft the pe« 
culiar vices' of the rich, poverty might obtain a 
tranfient confolation from his invedives : but the 
guilty were dill fhdtered by their numbers ; and 
^e reproach itfelf was dignified by fome ideas of 
fuperiority, and enjoyment.' But as the pyramid 
rofe towards the fummit, it infenfibly diminifhed 
to a point; and the magjkfbaces, the minifters, 
the favourite eunuchs, the ladies of the court ^% 

4) The femaies of Conftantlnopie diflmguUhed thcmfchres by tiieir eDinity 
or their atachmeat to Chryfoftom. Three noble and opulent widows* 
Mauia^ Cafiriday and Eugraphiay were the leaders of the pcrfecution (Pallad. 
Dialog, torn. xlii. p. i4*)- It was impoflible that they ihoiiM forgive a 
.freaober* who leproached their affcaation to conceal by the ornaments of 
drcfs» their age and uglinefs (Pallad. p. 17.). Olympius, by equal zeal* 
aifplayed in a more pious caufe, has obtained the title of Ciintf See Tille- 
mont^ Mem. Ecdef. ton* xl* 416— ^40, 

VoL.V^ Dd the 
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CHAP, the emprefs Eudoxia hetfelf, had a much larger 
xxxii. ^^^^ ^£ g^jl^^ ^^ divide among a fmailer propor^ 

tion of criminals. The perfonal applications of 
the audience were anticipated, or confirmed, by 
the teftimony of their own confcience; and the 
intrepid preacher afiUmed the dangerous right of 
expofing both the offence, and the offender, to 
the public abhorrence. The fecret refentment of 
the court encouraged the difcontent of the clergy 
and monks of Conflantinople, who were too haf* 
tily reformed by the fervent zeal of their arch* 
bifhop. He had condemned, from the pulpit, 
the domeftic females of the clerjgy of Conffanti* 
nople, who, under the names of fervants, or fiflers, 
afforded a perpetual occafion either of fin, or of 
fcandaU The filent and folitary afcetics, who 
had fecluded themfelves from the world, were 
intitled to the warmed approbation of Chryfo* 
ftom; but he defpifed and ftigmatifed, as the 
difgrace of their holy profeffion, the crowd of 
degenerate monks, who, from fome unworthy 
motives of pleafure or profit, fo frequently in- 
fefted the ftreets of the capital. To the voice of 
periuafion, the archbiffiop was obliged to add the 
terrors of authority ; and his ardour, in the ex- 
ercife of ecclefiaftical jurlfdidion, was not al« 
ways exempt from pailion; nor was it always 
guided by prudence, Chryfoftom was nattirally 
of a choleric difpofition ^. Although he ftrug- 

gled, 

^ Sozomen, and more cfpecially Socrates, have defined the ml chirac- 
ter of Chryfoilom with a tcmpcrntt and impartSM frccdcm, very offcnfife t» 
1h* blind admiursr Thgfe hiftorjans lived id the ncxi gmentiooy when 

party 



glcd, according to th^ precepts of the gofpd, to ^^^/*- 
love his private enemies, he, indulged himfelf in 
the privilege of hating the enemies of God, and 
of the church ; and his fendments were fometinies 
delivered with too much etiergy of countenance 
and expreffion*. He ftill maintained, froili fome 
confiderations of health, or abftinence, his for* 
mer habits of taking his repafts alone ; and this 
mhofpitaUecuftom^S which bis enemies imputed 
to pride, contributed, a^ leaft, to nouiifli the 
infirmity of a morofe smd unfocial htimour. Se^ 
parated from that familiar intercourfe, which fa* 
cilitates the knowledge and the* difjpatch of bu* 
finefs, he rei^ofed an unfufpeftiag confidence in 
his deacon Serapion ; and feldom applied his fpe« 
culative knowledge of human nature to the par- 
ticular charafters, either of his dependents, or of 
his equals. Gonfcious of the purity of his intent 
tions, and perhaps of the fuperiority of his ge- 
nius, the archbilhop of Conflantinople extended 
the jufifdidion of the Imperial city, that he might 
enlarge the fpher^ of his paftoral labours; and 
the conduft which the profane imputed to an am- 
bitious motive, appeared to Chryfoftom himfelf 

party violence wa* abated, and had conveffcNl with many perfons intimately 
acquainted with the virtues and imperfe^ions of the faint. 

4f PaUadlus (torn. xiii. p* 40, ike) very ferioully defends the archbiibop. 
I* He never ufted wine. a. The weaknefr of his ftomach required a ft^ 
culiar diet. 3. Bufinefs, or ftud/y or devotion^ often kept him fading till 
fun-4et« 4. He detefied the noife and levity of great dinners. 5. He faved 
the expence for the ufe of the poar. 6. He was apprehenfive, in a capita^ 
like OonftaDtinopki of the envy and reproach o£.partial iayitationf t 

D d a in 
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^xxm* ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ indifjpfo&ble diity« 

w^w^^i^ In his vifitation through the Afiatic provinces, 

he depofed thirteen biftiops of Lydia and Phry- 

gia; and indifcreetly decUred,^ that a deq> cor- 

fuptionof fimony.and licentioufiiefs had infe£led 

the whole epifcopal order ^^ If thofe bifliops 

. ^vere innocent, fuph a ra(h and unjuft condemn- 

a^op miift excite a well-grounded difcontent* If 

they Were guilty, the numerous aflbciates of their 

guilt would foon difcover, that their own fafety 

depejided on the ruin of the archbifliop ; whom 

they iludied to reprefent as the tyrant of the 

Eaftern church. 

chryfoftom This eccleflaftkal conlpiracy was managed by 

t/'the^em! TheopbiIus^% archbiihop of Alexandria, an ac- 

Soxtaf"" ^^^ ^^^ ambitious prelate, who difplayed the 

A. 0.403, fruits of rapine in moniMneats of oftentation. 

His national diflike to the rifing greatnefs of a 

city, which degraded him from the fecond, to 

the third, rank, in the Chriftian world, was ex* 

afperated by fome perfonal difputes with Chry- 

foftom himfelf ^. By the private invitation of 

the emprefs, Theophilus landed at Conftantino- 

ple, with a flout body of Egyptian mariners^ to 

4^ Chryfodom declares his free opinion (torn* ix. hom. iii. in Aft. ApoAol. 
p. 29.) y that Che number of bifhops, who might be ^vtd, bore a rtry fimll 
proportion to thofe who would be damned. 

47 S«c Tillcmont, Hfcm. Ecclef. tom.xi. p;44T— 500. 

4« I liave purpofcly omirtedthc controveffy which arofe among the monks 
of V.2,yptf concerning Origcnifm and Antropomorphifm : the dimmulation 
.ind violence of Theophilus ; his artful management of the (tmpKcityof 
>'plphanius$ the pcrfccution and flight of thelwgfOr tall> bn>thers; the 
inihi^uous fuppon which they received at Conihmtinoplo from Chryfoftoro, 
ftc. Sc\i, 

encounter 
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encounter the populace ; and a ttain of dependent c h a p. 
to fecure, by their voices, the ma- 



jority of a fynod. The fynod *• was convened in 
the fuburb of Chalcedon, furnamed the Oaky 
where Rufinus had erefted a ftately church and 
inonaflery ; and their proceedings were continued 
during fourteen days, or feffions. A bifiiop and 
a deacon accufed the archbifliop of Conftantino- 
pie ; but the frivolous or improbable nature of 
the forty-feven articles which they prefented 
againft him, may jaftly be confidered as a fair 
and unexceptionable panegyric. Four fucceflive 
fummons were fignificd to Chryfoftom; but he 
ftili refufed tb truft either his perfon, or his re- 
putation, in the hands of his implacable enemies, 
who prudently declining the examination of any 
particular charges, condemned his contumacious 
dtfobedience, and haftily pronounced a fentence 
of depofition. The fynod of the Oak immediately 
addreiTed the emperor to ratify and execute their 
judgment, and charitably inlinuated, that the 
penalties of treafon might be inflided on the au«^ 
dacious preacher, who had reviled, under the 
name of Jezabel, the emprefs Eudoxia herfelf. 
The archbifliop was rudely arrefted, and con* 
duded through the city, by one of the Imperial 
ineffengers, who landed him, after a fhort navi- 
gation, near the entrance of the Euxinej from 

49 PhoCias (p. 53'*-6o.) has preferved the original a£ks of tlie fynod of the 
Oak } which dcftroy the falfe ailfrcion, chat Chryfoftom wa» condentned by 
no more than thirty -fix biihops, of whom twenty- nine were Jgyptian«» 
Fbrty-fivc bi(hop$ iubfcribed his ijnitence, $c« Tillemont, Mem. Ecclci; 
torn. xi. p. 595. 

D d 3 whence, 
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CHAP, whence, before the expiratbn of two days, he was 
>,^,^« glorioufly recalled* 

Tumutoat ^^ ^^ aftonifliment of hk faithful peojde had 
conftanti- been mpte and pailive : they fuddenly rofe with 
^^^^^' unanimous and irrefiilible fury. Theophilus 
efcaped} but the promifcuous crowd of monks 
and Egyptian mariners were flaughtered without 
pky in the ftreets of Gonftantinople ^% A fea- 
fonable earthquake juftified the interpofition of 
heaven j the torrent of fedition rolled forwards to 
the gates of the palace ; and the emprefs, agicaled 
by fear or remorfe^ threw herfelf at the feet of 
Arcadius, and confefled, that the public lafisty 
could be purchafed only by the reftoration of 
Chryfoftom. The Bofphorus was covered with 
innumerable yeflels ; the ihores of Europe and 
Afia were profufely illummated; and the acdar 
mations of a yidorious people accompanied, from 
the port to the cathedral, the tnumph of the 
^rchbi(hop ; who, too eafily, confented to refume 
the exerdfe of hb fun£tions, before his fentence 
had been legally reyerfed by the authority of sm 
ecclefiaftical fynod. Ignorant, or carelefs, of 
the impending danger, Chryfoftom mdulged his 
zeal, or perhaps his refentment } declaimed with 
peculiar afperity againft female vices; and con- 
so PaUadius owns (p. 30.), that if the people of Con((»ntiBopk lad 
foifnd Theophilus, they would certainly have thrown him into the fea. So- 
crates mentions (1. vi. c. 17.) a IkiuIc i>etween the mob and tlie fiulors of 
Alexandria, in which many wounds were ^tven, and feme lives were kA, 
The ina(r«icre of the monks is obftrved only by the Pagao ZoAraus (i v^ 
p. 314 \ who acknowledges tliat Chrylbaom had a fiogolar talent to lead 
ttie illiterate multitude, «ar ya^ ^yO^vrof U^jfryvp e^^v vroiyBrjrvSttf 

demned 
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deomed the ptt^ane honours which were addreSed, crap, 

aliDoft in the precinas of St. Sophia, to the ftatue v. 
of the emprefs* His imprudence tempted hlg 
enemies to inflame the haughty fpirit of Eudoxia, 
by reporting, or perhaps inventing, the famous 
exordium of a fermon, *^ Herodias is again fu- 
^^ rious i Herodias again dances ; ihe once more 
^^ requires the head of John :" an infolent allu* 
fion, which, as a woman and a fovereign, it 
was impoilible for her to forgive ^\ The (hort 
interval of a perfidious truce was employed to 
concert more effectual meafures for the difgrace 
and ruin of the archbiihop. A numerous coun- 
cil of the Eaftern prelates; who were guided from 
a diftance by the advice of Theophilus, confirmed 
the validity, without examining the juftice, of 
the former fentence; and a detachment of Bar- 
barian troops was introduced into the city, to 
fupprefs the emotions of the people. On the 
vigil of Eafter, the folemn adminidration of bap- 
tifm was rudely interrupted by the foldiers, who 
alarmed the modefly of the naked catechumens, 
aod violated, by their prefence, the awful myf- 
teries of the Chdftian worihip. Arfacius occu- 
pied the church or St. Sophia, and the archiepif- 
copal throne. The catholics retreated to the 
baths of Conftantine, and afterwards to the fields : 
where they were ftill purfued and infulted by the 

5« Sec Socntesy 1. vu c. 18. Sozomcn, I. y\ii, c. la 2^fimas (1. v. 
p. 314. 3^70 mentions, in general terms, his invedives agalnft Eudoxia. 
The homiiyt which heglns with cliofc famous words, is reje^ed as fpurious. 
%P«)ptljHiwn> COR}, xiii* p« I5X* TUlemom, Mem* £cclef.tom. xi. p. 603. 
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CH A P. guards, the biflipps, and the magiftrates. The 
V— %^-^ fetal day of the fecond and final exile of Chry- 
foftom was marked by the conflagration of the 
cathedral, of the fenate-houfe, and of the adja- 
cent buildings ; and this calamity was imputed, 
without proof, but not without probability, to 
the defpair of a perfecuted fa6lion '*. 
£xiieof Cicero might claim fome merit, if his volun- 

A.^D^^/ tary banifliment preferved the peace of the re- 
juneio. public"; but the fubmiffion of Chryfoftom was 
the indifpenfabte duty of a Chriftian and a fub- 
jeft. Inftead of liftening to his humble prayer, 
that be might be permitted to refide at Cyzicus, 
or Nicomedia, the inflexible emprefs afligned for 
his exile the remote and defolate town of Cucufus^ 
among the ridges of Mount Taurus, in the Lefler 
Arnienia. ' A fecret hope was entertdned, that 
the archbifliop might perifli in a difficult and 
dangerous march of feventy days in the heat of 
fummer, through the provinces of Afia Minor, 
where he was continually threatened by the bof- 
tile attacks of the Ifaurians, and the more im- 
placable fury of the monks. Yet Chryfoftom 
arrived in fafety at the place of his confinement ; 
and the three years, which he fpent at Cucufus, 
and the neighbouring town of Arabiflus, were 
the laft and moft glorious of his life. His cha- 
racler was confecrated by abfence and perfecu- 

5* We might naturally cxpef^ fuch a charge from Zofimus (L v. p. jiy.); 
but it is remarknhie cnuurli« that it /hould be confirmed by Socrates, L vi» 
(. 18. and the Pafchal Chronicle, p. 307. 

51 Hcdifphys thofe fpecious motives <Poft Rcditum, C. XJi t4.)mtllO 
Unguage o( an orator and a politician. 

tion; 
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don : the faults of 6is adminiftration were no chap./ 
long remembered; but every tongue repeated 
the praifes of his genius and virtue : and the re« 
fpe^ful attention of the Chriftian world was 
fixed on a defert fpot among the mpuntains of 
Taurus. From that foBtude, the archbifliop, 
whofe aftive mind was invigorated by misfor* 
times, maintained a ftrift anj} frequent corre-* 
fpondence-^ with the mod diftant provinces; ex« 
hortdd the feparate congregation of his faithful 
adherents to perfevere in their allegiance; urged 
the deftrudion of the tempks of Phoenicia, and 
the extirpation of herefy in the iile of Cyprus ; 
extended his paftoral care to the miflions of Perfia 
and Scythia;' negociated, by his ambaifadorSy 
with the Roman, pontiff, arid the emperor Hono- 
rius; and boldly appealed^ from a partial fynod^^ 
to the fupreme tribunal of a free and general 
council. Thc> mind of the illuftrious exile was 
Aill independent; but his captive body was ez-i 
pofed to the revenge of the oppreiTors, who con« 
tinued to abufe the name and authority of Area* 
dius ". An order was difpatched for the inftant 

removal 

54 Two hundred and forty- two of the epiftlcs of Chryfoftom are ftill 
extant (Opera, tom.;iii. p. 5*8—736.). They are addre/Ttd to a great 
variety of perfons, and Aiew a firmnefs of mind, much fuperior to that of 
Cicero in his exile. The fourteenth epiflk contains a curious narrative of 
the dangers of his journey. 

55 After the exile of Chryfodom, Tbeophllus publlihed an enormutt and 
borriblt volume agalnft him, in which he perpetually repeats the polite 
.exprefllons of hoflem humanitatis, facrilegorum princlpem^ immundum 

daemonemj he affirms, that John Chryfoftom had delivered his foul to be 
adulterated by the devil ; and wi(hes that fomc farther punifhment, ade- 
quate (if poiTible) to the magnitude of his crimes, may be infli^ed on hup. 
4t. Jfrom, at the retjueil of bis friend Tbeophllus, trasiflated this edi« 
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CHAP, removal of Cfaryfoftom to the extreme delert of 

^.->^^^> Pityus : and his guards fo faithfully obeyed their 
cruel inftrudions, that, before he reached the 
His death, fea-coaft of the Euxine, he expired at Comana^ 
sipt'Al^/ in Pontus, m the fixtieth year of his age. The 
fucceedtng generation acknowledged his inno- 
cence and merit. The archbiihops of the £aft, 
who might bluib that their predeceflbrs had been 
the enemies of Chryfoftom, were gradually dif- 
pofed, by the firmnefs of the Roman pontiff, to 
reftore the' honours of that venerable name'^ 
At the pious folicitation of the clergy and people 
of Conftantinople, his relics, thirty years after 
His relict his death, were tranfported from their obfcure 
loffln. fepulchre to the royal city". The emperor 
A^D^^'s 'I^heodolius advanced to recdve them as &r as 
jan/17* ' Chalcedon; and, falling proftrate on the coffin, 
implored, in the name of his guilty parents, Arca« 
dius and Eudoxia, the forgtvenefs of the injured 
faint**. 



fyiog petformance iiftNii Greek into Latieu See Facvndna Hcrmian. DefeoT. 
pro ill. Capitul. 1. ti. c. 5. publiihed by Sinnood. Open, torn. ii. p. 595^ 

59^* 597. • , 

56 His name was inrerud by hit fucceflTor Atticus in the Dyptict of the 
church of Conftantinopk^ A. IX 418% Ten years aftcrwardi be was revered 
at a faint. Cyril, who inherited the place, and the paffions, of his uncle, 
ThcopUiluf, yielded with much relodiance. Sec Facund. Herman. 1. in 
€k r. Tillemont, Mem. EcdeC torn. xiv. p. 277— 283. 

57 Socrates, L vii. c. 45. Theodoret, 1. v. c. 36* Tlus event reconciled 
the Joannites, who had hitherto refufed to acknowledge his focceflbn. 
Poring hit lif<.<imt, the Joannites were rtfpeded by the catholics, as the 
true and orthodox communion of Conftantinople* Their obftinacy gradually 
fSrove them to the brink of fchifm. 

S^ According to fome accounts (Baronius, AnnaL £cci«f. A.D. 438. 
Vop, lo.), the emperor was forced to fend a letter of inviutloo and 
excufes, before the body of the ceremonioas faint could be moved from 
Comana. 

Tct 
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Yet a reafonable doubt may be entertained, chap. 
whether any (lain of hereditary guilt could be v^^^-v-w 
derived from Arcadius to his fucceiTor. Kudoxia '^^ ***** 
was a young and beautiful woman,, who indulged <iius» 
her pa$ons, and defpifed her hufband: Count m^\. 
John enjoyed, at leaft, the fanuiiar confidence 
of the emprefs; and the public named him as 
the real father of Tbeodofius the younger *•. The 
birth of a fon was accepted, however, by the 
pious hu4)and, as an event the mod fortunate 
and honourable to himfelf, to his family, and to 
the eaftern world: and the royal infant, by 
an unprecedented favour, was inveiled with the 
titles of Caeiar and Augu(lus« In lefs than four 
years afterwards, Eudozia, in the bloom of youth, 
was deftroyed by the confequences of a mifcar^ ' 
riage^ and this untimely death confounded the 
prophecy of a holy biihop% who, amidft the 
univerlal joy, had ventured to foretel, that (he 
ibould behold the long and aufpicious reign of 
her glorious fon. The catholics applauded the 
juftice of heaven, which avenged the perfecutiou 
of St. Chryfoftom ; and perhaps the emperor was 

19 ZofiiAuBy L V. p. 315* The chaftity of an cmprefs Ihould not be 
joapeached without producing a wimcfs} but ic is ailoniihing, tliat the 
witncft flrauld write and live under a prince» wbofe legitimacy he dared to. 
attack. We muft fuppofe that his hiftory was a party libel, privately read 
and circulated by the Pagans. Tiliemont (Hill, des Empercurs^ torn. ▼• 
p. 7S«^} i$ not averfe to brand the reputation of Eudoxia. 

^ Porphyry of Gaza. His zeal was tranfported by the order wJiich he 
Itad obtained for the deftrudion of eight Pagan temple$ of that city. See 
the curious details of his life (Bareniu^, A. D. 401. N© 17—51.) originally 
wHtten in Cree|c» or perhaps in Syriacy by a monk, one of Us favourite * > 

flcacons. 

the 
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CHAP, the only pcrfon who fincercly bewailed the lots 
s,-^— 1,1 of the haughty and rapacious Eudoxia. Such a 
domeftic misfortune afflifted bim more deeply 
than the public calamities of the Eaft ** ; the 
licentious excurfions, from Pontus to Paleftine^ 
^ of the Ifaurian robbers, whofe hnpunity accufed 
the weaknefs of the government ; and the earth- 
quakes, the conflagrations, the famine, and the 
flights of locufts ^\ which the popular difcontent 
was equally difpofed to attribute to the incapa- 
city of the monarch. At length, in the thirty- 
firft year of his age, after a reign (if we may 
abufe that word) of thirteen years three months 
and fifteen daysj Areadius expired in the palace 
of Conftantinople. It it impoffible to delineate 
his charaftcr ; fince, in a period very copioufly 
furnilhed with hiftorical materials, it has not 
been poiEble to remark one aAion that properly 
belongs to the fon of the great Theodoiius. 
^fcdTfta. '^^^ hiftorian Procopius** has indeed illomi* 
nated the mind of the dying emperor with a ray 
of human prudence, or celeftial wifdom. Ardi« 
dtus conHdered, with anxious forefight^ the help* 
lefs condition of his fon Theodofius, who was no 
more than feven years of age, the dangerous fec- 
ttons of a minority, and the afpiring fpiric of Je^de** 

<' Philonorg.l. xi. c S. ami Go4eiroy, DilfeiUt. p. 457. 

^ |fcrom (torn. vi. p. 73. 7^) dcfcrilHfy in lively coUurt, the.regalar md 
AtfkfuQivc march of the locufts, wj^tich fpread a dark cIoud> hepveen lieaven 
aftf) earth, over t\^e land of Palcftinc. Sf aConable winds fcattercd them, 
partly intc the Dead Sea, and partly into the Mediterranean. 

6j Prccopiusj dc BcU. Perfic. L i. c. 2. ^. 8. edit* Louvre^ 

ger4. 
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ferdy the Perfian monarch* Inftead of tempting chap. 
the allegiance of an ambitious fubjed, by the « 
participation of fupreme power, he boldly ap- 
pealed to the magnaniinity of a king ; and placed, 
by a folemn teftament, the fceptre of the Eaft m 
the hand$ of Jezdegerd himfelf. The royal guar- 
dian accepted and difcharged this honourable 
truft with unexampled fidelity ; and the infancy 
of Theodofius was protefled by the arms and 
councils of Perfia. Such is the lingular narratire 
of Procopius ; and his veracity is not difputed by 
Agathias% while he prefumes to difient from 
his judgment, and to arraign the wifdom of a 
Chriftian emperor, who fo raibly, though fa 
fortunately, committed his fon and his dominions 
to the unknown faith of a ftranger, a rival, and 
a heathen. At the diftance of one hundred and 
fifty years, this political queftion might be de« 
bated in the court of Juftinian ; but a prudent 
hiitorian will refufe to examine the propriety^ till 
he has afcertained the truib^ of the teftament of 
Arcadius. As it (lands without a parallel in the 
hiftory of the world, we may juftly require, that 
it ihould be attefted by the pofitive and unani« 
mous evidence of contemporaries. The flrange 
novelty of the event, which excites our diftruft^ 
mufl: have attraded their notice; and their uni- 

^4 Agathias, 1. iv. p. 136, 137. Although he confdTcs tlic prevalence 
•f tlie tradition, he aflcrts that Procopius was the firft who had commilted 
it to writing. Tillemont (Hift. dcsEmpercurs, torn. vl. p. 597.) argues very 
fenfibly on the merits of this fable. His criticifm was not warped hp 
any ecclcHaAical authority ; both Procopius and Asaihias arc half Pagans. 

13 verial 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Terfal (ilence annihilates the vain tradirioik of tie 
fttcceeding age. 

The maxims of Roman jurirprudeiicey if they 
could fairly be transferred from private property 
to public dominion, would have adjudged to the 
emperor Honorius the guardianihip of his nephew, 
tili he had attained, at ^ lead, the fourteenth year 
of his age. But the weaknefs of Honorius, and 
the calamities of his reign, dilqualified him from 
profecuting this natural claim ; and fuch was the 
abfolate feparation of the two monarchies, both 
in intereft and aflfe&ion, that Conftantinople would 
have obeyed, vnth lefs reludance, the orders of 
the Perfian, than thofe of the Italian, court. 
Under a prince, whofe weaknefs is difguifed by 
the escternal iigns of manhood and difcretion, the 
iQoft worthlefs favourites may fecretly difpute the 
empire of the palace; and didate to fubmiffive 
provinces the commands of a maftcr, whom they 
dise£t and defpife. But the minifters of a child, 
who is incapable of arming them with the lane* 
tion of the royal name, muft acquire and exercife 
an independent authority. The great officers of 
the (late and army, who had been appointed 
before the death of Arcadius, formed an arifto- 
cracy, which might have infpired them with the 
idea of a free republic ; and the government of 
the eaftern empire was fortunately aflumed by the 
praefeft Anthemius **, who obtained, by ' his 

fuperior' 



^S Socrates, 1. vii. c. i, Anthemius -was the grandfon of Philip, one of 
tlic minifters of Con()r»iiIusj and th« grandlathcr of die emperor AoKfatmiiib 

ilfler 
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fuperior abilities, a lading afcendant over the minds chap. 
of his equals. The fafety of the yoong emperor 
proved the merit and integrity of Anthemias; 
and his prudent firnmeis fuftamed the force and 
reputation of an infant reign. Uldin, with a 
formidable hoft of Barbarians, was encamped in 
the heart of Thrace : he proudly rejeded all terms 
of accommodation ; and pointing to the rifing 
fun, declared to the Roman ambafladors, that 
the courfe of that planet fliould alone terminate 
the conquefts of the Huns. But the defertion of 
his confederates, who were privately convinced 
of the juftice and liberality of the Imperial 
minifters, obliged Uldin to repafs the Danube : the 
tribe of the Scyrri, which compofed his rear- 
guard, was ahnoft extirpated ; and many thou- 
(and captives were difperfed to cultivate, with 
fervile labour, the fields of AQa ^^ In the midft 
of the public triumph, Conftantinople was pro* 
teded by a ftrong inclofure of new and more 
extenfive walls ; .the fame vigilant care was 
applied to reftore the fortifications of the Illyrian 
cities : and a plan . was judicioufly conceived^ 
which, in the fpace of feven years, would have 
fecure4 the command of the Danube, by efta- 
blifhing on that river a perpetual fleet of two 
hundred and fifty armed vefiels ^''. 

After his return from the Perfian embaflV, he was appointed confol and 
Pr«torian prxfea of the Eaft, in the year 405 ; and held ihc prwfeaurc 
about ten years. Sec his honours and praifes in Godc^froy, Cod. Tbeod*. 
torn. vi. p. 350. TlUefflont, Hift. des Emp. torn. vi. p. i, &c. 

<6 5»02omcn, 1. ixt c. 5. He faw fonic Scyrri at work near Mount OJym. 
pus, in )3ithynia> and cherlfhed the vain hope tliat thofe CBpiives were the laA^ 
of the nation. 

^ Cod. Tbcod. L vli. tit.zvU. Lxv. tit. t. les.49«* 

5 But 
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CHAP. But the Romans had fo long been accuftomed 
^^■^.■w to the authority of a monarch, that the firft, 
Sdad^ni- ^^^^ among the females, of the Imperial family, 
Antion of who difplayed any courage or capacity, was per- 
A.D.' mitted to afcend the. vacant throne of Theodo- 
4'4-455' fi^g^ j£ig flftgr Pulcheria", who was only two 
years older than himfelf, received, at the age of 
Sixteen, the title of Augujla; and though her 
favour might be fometimes clouded by caprice or 
intrigue, (he continued to govern the Eaftem 
empire near forty years j during the long mino- 
rity of her brother, and, after his death, in her 
own name, and in the name of Marcian, her 
norfiinal hufband. From a motive, either of pru- 
dence, or religion, (he embraced a life of celi- 
bacy; and notwithftanding fome afperfions on 
the' chaftity of Pulcheria ^% this refolution, which 
ihe communicated to her fifters Arcadia and 
Marina, was celebrated by the Chri(Han world, 
as the fublime effort of heroic piety. In the pre- 
fence of the clergy and people, the three daugh- 
ters of Arcadius^* dedicated their virginity to 
God ; and the obligation of their folema vow 

^ Sozomen has (illcd three chapters with a magnificent panegjrric of 
Pulcheria (1. ix. c. i, 2, 3.) } and Tillemont (Memoires Ecclcf. torn. xv. 
p. 1 71^1 S4 ) has dedicated a Separate article to the honour of St. Pulcheriar 
virgin and emprefs. 

^ Soidas (Excerptj, p. 6S. in Script. Byzant.) pretends, on the credit of 
rhe Neftorians, that Pulcheria was exafperated againft their founder^ becaufe 
he cenfnred her connedlion with the beautiful Paulinus> and her inceft with 
her biot her T heodofi us • 

7* SeeDucange, Famil. Bysantin. p. 70. FIaccilla> theekleft daughter, 
eUher died before Arcadius, or, \ifoe lived till the* year 431 (Marcellln. 
€}tronO> fomc defied of mind or body muft have excluded her from the 
boDours of her rank. 

was 
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vras illfcribed on a tablet of gold and gems ; which chap. 
they puUicly offered in the great church of Con- 
fiantinoplc* Their palace was converted into a 
monaftery; and all males» except the guides of 
their confcience, the £unts who had forgotten 
the diftindion of fexes, were fcrupubnily exA 
eluded, from the holy threihold* Pulcberia, hei^ 
two fifter$» and a chofen train of favourite dam<» 
fblSf formed a religious community : they re* 
nounced the vanity of drefs ; interrupted, by fre* 
quent fafts, tbdr fimple and frugal diet ; allotted 
a portion of their time to works of embroidery ) 
aiid devoted feveral hours of the day and night 
to the exercifes of prayer and pfalmody* The 
piety oi a ChrifUan virgin was adorned by the 
zeal and liberality of an emprefs. Ecclefiaftical 
hiftory defcribes the fplendid cburchesi which 
were bulk at the expence of Pulcheria, in all the 
pmvinces of die £a(l ; her charitable foundations 
for the benefit of ftraoigers and the poor; the 
ample donations which (he affigned for the per* 
petual maintenance of monaftic focieties; and 
the afttve feverity with which ihe laboured to 
fupprefs the oppolite herefies of Neftorius and 
Entyches. Such virtues were fuppofed to deferve 
the peculiar favour of the Deity ; and the relics 
of martyrs, as well as the knowledge of future 
events, were communicated in vifions and reve- 
lations to the Imperial faint ^\ / Yet the devotion 

of 

. 7^ She was admoniflicd, by rcpfated dreams, of the plac« where the 

reUcs o| the forty martyn had been buried. The ground had fucceffively 

Ipelonged to the houfe and garden of a woman of Conftantinople> to a 

V»t, V. Bo monaftery 
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CHAP, of Pulcheria never diverted her indefadgable at« 
y^^^^m^f tendon from tenqx>ral affairs; and Ihe alone, 
among all die defcendants of the great Theodo- 
fius, appears to have inberkedl any flbare of hia 
manly ^irit and abilities. The elegant and &- 
miliar ufe which flie had acquired, both of the 
Greek and Ladn languages, was readily applied 
to the various occafions of fpeaking, or writing, 
on public bufinefs; her deliberations were ma« 
tarely weighed ^ her actions were prompt and de- 
cifive; and, while (he moved without noife or 
oftentation the wheel of government, ihe dif« 
creedy attributed to the genius of the emperor, 
the long tranquillity of his reign. In the laft 
years of his peaceful life, Europe was indeed af« 
Aided by the arms of Attila ; but the more ez« 
tenfive provmces of Aiia ftill contmued to enjoy 
a profound and permanent repofe. Theodofius 
the younger was never reduced to the difgraceful 
necelfity of encountering and puniteig a rdbeh 
liotts fubje&: and iince we cannot applaud the 
vigour, fome praife may be due to the mildnefs, 
and profperiry, of the adminiftradon of Pul- 
cheria. 
EJucarioft The Roman world was deeply interefted in the 
rrtf Theo^ education of its mafter. A regular courfi; of 
dofiusthe ftudy and exercife was iudicioufly inftituted: of 



monaflery pf UtecedonUn monks, jnd to a church of St. Thyrfiit, 
by Laefariu.^, who was conful A. D. 397 j and the memory of ibc reltcs was 
almoft obliterated. Notwithllanding the diariuble wUhes of Dr. Jortia 
(Remarks, torn. iv. p. 234.), it is not eafy to acquit Pukhcrla of (bmc Oiare 
in the pious frattd ; whrch muA have been tran£ided wlica flic j^ihA won 
ifaan fivc-and-thirty years ci' a^e. 

the 
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Ihe military cxercifes of riding, and ihobting ^J^/^.^ 
Vnth the bow ; of the liberal ftudies of grammar, 
rhetoric, and philofophy : the moft Ikilful matters 
of the £aft aml»doufly foiicited the attention of 
their royal pupil ; and feveral noble youths were 
introduced into the palace, to animate his dili« 
gence by the emulation of friendfliip. Pulcheria 
alone difcharged the important tafk of inftru£Ung 
her brother in the arts of government } but her 
precepts may countenance fome fufpicion of the 
extent of her capacity, or of the purity of her in- 
tentions. She taught him to maintain a grave 
and majeftic deportment; to walk, to hold his 
robes, to feat himfelf on his throne, in a manner 
worthy of a great prince ; to abftain from laugh* 
ter ; to liften with condefcenfion ; to return fuit- 
able aufwers ; to aflume, by tums^ a ferious or 
a placid countenance; in a word, to reprefent 
with grace and dignity the external figure of a 
Roman emperor. But Theodofius'* was never 
excited to fupport the weight and glory of an iU 
luftrious name; and, inftead of afpiring to imi- 
tate his . anceftors, he degenerated (if we may 

7* There is a rcrnarkable difference between the two ecclcfiaillca] hifto- 
rians, who in general bear to clofe a refembiancc. Sdzomen (1. Ix. c. i.) 
«fcribc8 to Puichefia the government of the empire, and the education of 
berbrotiter; whom he fcarceiy condefcendt topraife. Socrates, though he 
affedledly difclaims all hopes of favour or fame, compofes an elaborate pa- 
negyric on the emperor, artd cautioufly fupprtflcis the merits of his fift^r 
(1. viL c. as. 4a. )• Philoftorgitts (I. xii. c 7 ) exprcffcs the Influence of 
Pulcheria in gentle and courtly language, raq fiaun\ixMi (nf^nva-u; wnfirn^ 
/Aivn xeuiuvQw^u* Suidas (Excerpt, p. 53.) gives a true charafter of 
TUcedofjiis } and 1 have followed the example of Tiilemont (torn* vi. p. 25 ) 
in borrowing fvine ftrokcs from the modern Creeks, 

E e a frcfume 
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CHAP, prefume to meafure the degrees of incapadty) 
below the weaknefs of his father and his uncle. 
Arcadius and Honorius had been aflifted by the 
guardian care of a parent, whofe lefTons were en^ 
forced by his authority, and example. But the 
unfortunate prince, who is bom in the purple^ 
muft remain a ftranger to the voice of truth} 
and the fon of Arcadius was condemned to pais 
his perpetual infancy, encompafled only by sl fer- 
vile train of women and eunuchs. The ample 
leifure, which he acquired by negleding the ef* 
fential duties of his high office, was filled by idle 
amufements, and unprofitable ftudies. Hunting 
was the only adive purfuit that could tempt him 
beyond the limits of the palace; but he moft 
ai&duoufly laboured, fometimes by the light of a 
midnight lamp, in the mechanic occupations of 
painting and carving; and the elegance with 
which he tranfcribed religious books, entitled 
the Roman emperor to the Angular q)ithet of 
CaUigrapbesj or a fair writer. Separated from 
the world by an impenetrable veil, Theodofius 
truiled the perfons whom he loved; he loved 
thofe who were accuftomed to amufe and flatter 
his indolence; and as he never perufed the pa- 
pers that were prefented for the royal fignature, 
the afts of injuftice the moft repygnant to his 
charaQer, were frequently perpetrated in his 
name. The emperor himfelf was chafte, tem- 
perate, liberal, and merciful; but thefe qua- 
lities, which can only deferve the name of vir- 
tues, when they are fupported by courage, and 
8 regulated 
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regulated by difcretion, were feldom beneficial, chap. 
and they fomerimes proved mircbievous, to man- >.,i*i-v-w 
kind. His mind, enervated by a royal educa- 
dbny was opprefled, and degraded, by abjeA 
fiiperftition : he faded, he fung pfalms, he blindly 
accepted the miracles and doctrines, with which 
his faith was continually nouri(hed« Theodo- 
fius devoutly worfhipped the dead and living 
faints of the Catholic church ; and he once re* 
filled to eat, till an infolent monk, who had caft 
an excommunication on his fovereign, conde- 
fcended to heal the fpiritual wound which he 
had nxflifted 'K 

The ftory of a fair and virtuous maiden, ex- charaaer 
alted from a private condition to the Imperial ?^rts*lrth'e 
throne, might be deemed an inctedible romance, ^^^^[3 
if fuch a romance had not been verified in the a. of 
marriage of Thcodofius. The celebrated Athe- +*'""*^®' 
nais ^^ was educated by her father Leontius in the 
religion and fciences of the Greeks ; and fo ad- 
vantageous was the opinion which the Athenian 
philofopher entertained of .his contemporaries, 

* 71 Thcodoret, L v. c. 37. The bifliop of Cyrrhus, one of the firft men 
•f his ae;e for his learning and piety, applauds the obedience of Theodofius 
to the divine laws. 

74 Socrates (l.vli. c. zi.) mentions her name (Athenais, the daughter 
of Leontius, an Athenian fophifl), her baptifm, marriage, and poetical 
Seoius. The moft ancient account of her hiftory is in John Malaia (part ii* 
p. ao, 2f. edit. Venct. 1743)9 and in the PafchaJ Chronicle* (p. 311, 3i».)» 
Thofc authors had probably fern original pidures of the emprefs Eudocia* 
T-hc modern Greeks, Zonaras, Cedrenus, &c. have difplayedthe Jove, rather 
than the talent, of fidbon. From Nitephorus, indeed, I have ventured to 
afiumc her age. The writer of a romance would not have im/^inaf, that 
Athenais was near twenty-eight years old when /he inflamed the heart of a 
>9UDg emperor. 

E e 3 that 
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CHAP, that he divided his patrimony between his two 

XXXII* . 

fons, bequeathing to his daughter a fmall legacy 
of one hundred pieces of gold, in the lively con- 
fidence that her beauty and merit would be a 
fufficient portion. The jealoufy and avarice of 
her brothers foon compelled Athenais to feek a 
refuge at Conftantinople ; and, with fome hopes, 
mther of juftice or fevour, to throw herfelf at 
the feet of Pulcheria. That fagacious princefs 
liftened to her eloquent complaint ; and fifcretly 
deftined the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
for the future wife of the emperor of the Eaft, 
who had now attained the twentieth year of his 
age. She eafily excited the curiofity of her bro- 
ther, by an interefting picture of the charms of 
Athenais; large eyes, a well-proportioned nofe, 
a fair complexion, golden locks, a fleoder perfon, 
a graceful demeanour, an underftanding improved 
by ftudy, and a virtue tried by difllrefs. 
TheodoHus, concealed behind a curtain in the 
apartment of his (ifter, was permitted to behold 
the Athenian virgin: the modeft youth imme- 
diately declared bis pure and honourable love; 
^nd the royal Buptials were celebrated amidft the 
acclamations of the capital and the provinces. 
Athenais, who was eafily perfuaded to renounce 
the errors of Paganifra, received at her baptifm 
the Cbriftian name of Eudocia ; but the cautious 
Pulcheria withheld the title of Augufta, till the 
wife of Theodofius had approved her fruiifulnefs 
by the birth of a daughter, who efpoufed, fifteen 
years afterwards, the emperor of the Weft. The 

hrothers 
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brothers of Eudocia obeyed, with fome anxiety, c h a p.^ 
her Imperial fumtnons; but as (he could eafily 
forgive their fortunate unkindnefs, (he indulged 
the tendemefs, or perhaps the vanity, of a filler, 
by promoting them to the rank of confuls and 
praefe£)». In the luxury of the palace, (he ftiU 
cultivated thof($ ingenious arts^ which had con- 
tributed to her greatnefs ; and wifely dedicated 
her talents to the honour of religion, and of her 
httiband. Eudocia compofed a poetical para- . 
phrafe of the firft eight books of the Old Tef- ^ 
tament, and of the prophecies of Danid and Za* 
chariah ; a cento of the verfes of Homer, applied 
to the life and miracles of • Chrift, the legend 
of St. Cyprian, and a panegyric on the. Perfian 
vi^ries of Theodofius: and her writings, which 
were applauded by a fervile and fuperflitious age, 
have not been difdained by the candour of im- 
partial criticifm ^\ The fondnefs of the emperor 
was not abated by time and pofleffion ; and Eu- 
docia, after the marriage of her daughter, was 
permitted to difcharge her grateful vows by a fo- 
lemn pilgrimage to Jerufalem. Her oftentatious 
progrefs through the Eafl: may feem incoaiiftent 
with the fpirit of Chriftian humility: (he pro- 
nounced, from a throne of gold and gems, an 
eloquent oration to the fenate of Antioch, declared 

75 Socrates, I. vii. c. ar. Pbotms, p. 413—410. The Homeric cento 
i^ Ail] extant, and has been repeatedly printid, but the claim of Eudocia to 
tbat infipid performance is difputed by the critics. See Fabricius, Biblioth. 
Grsec. tom.i. p. 357. The hn'ta^ a mifeellaneous didJionary of hiftory and 
iable, was compiled by another emprefs of the nanoe of Eudocia, who lived 
)xi the eleventh century } and the work is Aill extent in manufcrtpu 

E e 4 ^^ 
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CHAP, her royal inteation of ealarging the walls of 
^^ ' the city, beftowed a doaattve of two hoadred 
pounds of gold lo reftore the public baths, and 
accepted the flatues, which were decreed by the 
gratitude of Antioch. In the Holy Lamd, her 
alms and pious foundations exceeded the muni- 
ficence of the great Helena; and though the 
public treafure might be impoveriflied by this 
exceilive liberality, flie enjoyed the confcious 
fatisfaflion of returning to Conftantinople with 
xhe chains of St. Peter^ the right arm of St. Ste- 
phen, and an. undoubted pidure of the Virgin, 
painted by St. Luke '^ But this [algrimage was 
the fatal term of the glories of Eudocia. Satiated 
with. qp[ipty pomp, and unmindful, perhaps, 
of her obligations to Pulcheria, (he ambitioufly 
^fpired to the government of tht Eaftem empire ; 
the palace was diftraded by female difcord ; but 
the vidory was at lad decided, by the fuperbr 
^fcendant of the fider of * Theodolius. The exe«* 
cution of Paulinus, mafter of the offices, and 
the difgrace of Cyrus, Prs^torian prsefeft of the 
Eafl, convinced the public, that the favour of 
£udoci|i was infufficient toproted her moft fakh. 
ful friends ; and the uncommon beauty of Pauli* 
li^us encouraged the fecret rumour, that his guilt 
wa$ that of a fuccefsful lover ^\ As fooa as the 

emprefs 

7^ Baroaius (Anrul. Ecckf. A. D. 4.38, 439O >» copious and florid ; but 
))e it accufed of placing the lies of diff^rcoc ages on the fame level of au- 
tlienticity« 

77 In this ibort view of the difgrace of Eudocla, I have imitated the 
fauUon pf Ev^iif (L i, c. aif), and count Marce|linus [m Qhron. A, D. 
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emprefs perceived that the aflFeftlon of Theodo- "chap. 
fius was irretrievably loft, (he requefted the per- 
miffion of retiring to the diftant iblitude of Jeru- 
ikletn. She obtained her requeft; but the jea- 
loufy of Theodofius, or the vindiftive fpirit of 
Pulcheria, purfued her in her laft retreat; and 
Satuminus, count of th^ domeftics, was dire£ted 
to punifli with death two eccleiiaftics, her moft 
favoured fervants. Eudocia inftantly revenged 
them by the ailaffination of the count : the furious 
paflions, which (he indulged on this fufpicious 
ocoafion, feemed to juftify the feverity of Theo- 
dofius ; and the emprefs, ignominioufly ftript of 
the honours of her rank ^*, was difgraced, per« 
haps unjuftly, in the eyes of the world. The 
remaiader of the life of Eudocia, about fixteen 
years, was fpe^it in exile and devotion ; and the 
approach of age, the death of Theodofius, the 
misfortunes of her only daughter, who was led a 
captive from Rome to Carthage, and the fociety 
of the Holy Monks of Paleltine, infenfibly con- 
firmed the religious temper of her mind. After 
a full experience of the viciffitudes of human 
life, the daughter of the philofopher Leontius 
expired, at Jerufalem, in the fixty-feventh year 
of her age ; protefting, with her dying breath. 



440 and 444- )• The two authentic dates alTigned by the latter, overcitra 
a great part of the Greek Anions ; and the celebrated ilory of the a^h, Seom 
is fit 'only tof the Arabian Nightb, where fometbing; not very unlike it may 
be found. 

7^ Prifcus (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 69. )f a contemporary^ and a courtier, 
drily mentioni her Pagan and ChriHian names, without adding any title of 
lionour or rcfjpcft. 

that 
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CHAP, that file had never tran^efled the bounds of 
■,. ^,-^ . innocence and friendfiiip ^^ 

2an*w»,' The gentle, mind of Theodofius was nerer 

^P.4»i. inflamed by the ambition of conqueft, or mih'tary 

renown; and. the flight alarm of a Perfian wso: 

fcarcely interrupted the tranquillity of the Eaft. 

The motives of this war were juft and honourable. 

In the lafl year of the reign of Jezdegerd> die 

fuppofed guardian of Theodofius, a bifliop, who 

afpired to the crown of martyrdom, dellroyed one 

of the fire^temples of Sufa*^. His zeal and obfti- 

nacy were revenged on his brethren : the Magi 

excited a cruel perfecution ; and the intolerant 

zeal of Jezdegerd was imitated by his fon Vara- 

ranes, or Bahram, who foon afterwards afcended 

the throne. Some Chriftian fugkives, who 

efcaped to the Roman frontier^ were ftemly 

demanded, and generoufly refufed ; and the refu£U, 

aggravated by commercial dtfputes, foon kindled 

a war between the rival monarchies. The moun* 

tains of Armenia, and the plains of Mefopotaroia, 

79 For the Mpt pilgrima^ of Eudocia, and hrr long rcHtiencc at Jem- 
fa]em» her devotion, almSi &c. fee Socrates (1. vii. c 47.)9 and £vagrius 
(1. i. c. 20, %s, 12 )• The Pafchal Chronicle may fometimes deftrve 
Upgard I and, in the domeflic hiftory of Antioch, John Malala becomes a 
wiiter of good authority. The Abbe Cuenee^ in a memoir oo the fertUi{y 
«f Paleftlne, of which I have otdy feen an extras, calculates the gifts of 
£adocia at ao»488 pounds of gold, above Soo,ooo pound:* Aerliag. 

»• Tlieodofrt, J. ^. c. 59. Tiflemont, Mem. Eccfcf. torn. x"i. p. 356-^ 
364. Aflcmanni, Biblioc. Oriental, torn.' iii. p. 396. torn. iv. p. 6r. 
Tbeodoret blames the ralkneis of Abdas, but extols the conftancy of bis 
martyrdom. Yet I do not clearly onderftaod Uie cafuit^ry which prohibits 
pur pepairing tiic damage which we have unlawfully commiited. 

5 were 
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vrere filled wuh holtile armies ; but the operations chap, 
of two fucceffive campaigns were not produftive 
of any decifive or memorable events. Some en* 
gagements were fought, fome town? were befieged, 
with various and doubtful fuccefs; and if the 
Romans failed in their attempt to recover the 
long loft poffeflion of Nifibis, the Perfians were 
repulfed from the walls of a Mefopotamian city, 
by the valour of a martial biihop, who pointed 
his thundefing engine in the name of St. Thomas 
the ApofUe. Yet the fplendid viftories, which 
the incredible fpeed of the meffcnger Palladius 
repeatedly announced to the palace of Conftan- 
tinople, were celebrated with feftivals and pane*- 
gyrics. From thefe panegyrics the *' hiftorians 
of the age might borrow their extraordinary, and, 
perhaps, fabulous, tales ; of the proud challenge 
of a Periian hero, who was entangled by the net, 
and difpatched by the fword, of Areobindus the 
Croth } of the ten thoufand Immortals^ who were 
llain in the attack of the Roman camp ; and of 
the hundred thoufand Arabs, or Saracens, who 
were impelled by a panic terror to throw them- 
felves headlong into the Euphrates. Such events 
may be difbelieved, or difregarded ; but the 
chafity of a bifhop, Acacius of Amida, whofe 
name might have dignified the faintly calendar, 
ihall not be loft in oblivion. Boldly declaring 
that vafes of gold and filver are ufelefs to a God 
who neither eats nor drinks, the generous prelate 

8i Socrates (1. vii. c. 18, 19, 20, ^\.) Is the bef^ author for the Perfiaa 
war. Wc may likcwifc confa.i tlic three Chronicles, tlic Pafchal, and thofe 
ff MarcelUnus and MaJa(a. 

fold 
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CHAP, fold the plate of the church of Amida ; employed 
't ^,^^r the price in the redemption of feven thoufand 
Perfian captives ; fupplied their wants with affec- 
tionate liberality ; and difmified them to their 
native country, to inform the king of the true 
fpirit of the religion which he perfecuted. The 
praAice of benevolence in the midft of war miift 
always tend to affuage the animofity of contend- 
ing nations J and I wifli to perfuade myfelf, that 
Acacius contributed to the reftoration of peace. 
In the conference which was held on the limits of 
the two empires, the Roman ambafladors degraded 
the perfonal character of their fovereign, by a 
vain attempt to magnify the extent of his power ; 
when they ferioufly advifed the Perfians to pre- 
vent, by a timely accommodation, the wrath of 
a monarch, who was yet ignorant, of this diftant 
war. A truce of one hundred years was folemnly 
ratified ; and, although the revolutions of Arme- 
nia might threaten the public tranquillity, the eien- 
tial conditions of this treaty were refpefted near 
fourfcore years by the fucceflbrs of Conftantine 
and Artaxerxes. 
Armenia Siuce the Romau and Parthian ftandards firft 

iTr^een cncouutercd on the banks of the Euphrates, the 
Ind^'hc"^* kingdom of Armenia** was alternately opprefed 

Si This account of the ruin and divifion of the kirgdom of Armenia is 
taken from the third book of the Armenian hiftory of Mofes of Chorcne. 
Deficient as he is in every qualification of a good htftorian, iiis local infomi- 
aiiott, iiis paiTions, and his picjudiccs, are ftfongly exprelfive of a native and 
contemporary. Prccoplui (dc Edificiis, 1. xiii. c. i. 5.) relates the fame 
fi^s in a very different manner i but I have ext<a£led the circumdances 
the moft prdbablc in thcmfclvcs, and the leaft inconfident with Mofes of 
•Chorene. 

by 
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by its formidable proteftors ; and, in the conrfe c h a i*t 
of tbis Hiflory, (everal events, which inclined the ^.^^^m^ 
balance of peace and war, have been already a*^* 
related. A difgracefiil treaty had refigned Arme* 
nia to the ambition of Sapor ; and the fcale of 
Perfia appeared to preponderate. But the royal 
lace of Arfaces impatiently fubmitted to the houfe 
of SafTan ; the turbulent nobles afferted, or be- 
trayed, their hereditary independence ; and* the 
nation was ftill attached to the Chrijiian princes of 
Cohftantinople. In the beginning of the fifth 
centufy, Armenia was divided by the progrefs of 
war and faction °^; and the minatural divifion 
precipitated the downfal of that ancient monarchy. 
Ghofroes, the Perfian vaffal, reigned over the 
Eaftem and mod extenfive portion of the coun- 
try ; while the Weftern province acknowledged 
the jurifdiftion of Arfaces, and the fupremacy of 
the emperor Arcadius. After the death of Ar« 
faces, the Romans fuppreffed the regal govern- 
ment, and impofed on their allies the condition 
of fubjefts. The military command was dele- 
gated to the count of the Armenian frontier ; the 
city of Theodofiopolis ** was built and fortified in 

a ftrong . 

«J The weftern Armenians ufcd the Creek language and clwraflcrs in 
their religious offices ; but the ufe of that hoi|ile tongue was prohibited bf 
the Perfiansin the eaftern provinces^ which were obliged to ufe the Syriac, 
txD the invention of the Armenian letters by Mefrobes, in the Beginning of 
the fifth century, and the fubfequent verHon of the Bible into the Arroeniaa 
language j an event which relaxed the conne^on of the church and nation 
with Conilantinoplc. 

S4 MofesChorcn. 1. iii. c.59. p. 309. and p. 35S. Procopius> de Edi- 
ftciis> U ill* c. 5. Theodofiopolis (lands, or rather flood, about thirty-five 

milfcs 
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CHAP, a ftrong fituadon, on a fertile and lofty grounJ^ 
^^^^^'' near the fources of tbe Euphrates ; and the dev 
pendent territories were ruled by five fatraps, 
whofe dignity was marked by a peculiar habit of 
gold and purple* The lefs fortunate nobles, who 
lamented the lofs of their king, and envied the 
; honours of their equals, were provoked to a^o* 
date their peace and pardon at the Periian court } 
and returning, with their followers, to the palace 
of Artaxata, acknowledged Chofroes for their law* 
ful fovereign* About thirty years afterwards, 
Artafires, the nephew and fucceflbr of Chofroes^ 
fell under the difpleafure of the haughty and 
capricious nobles of Armenia; and they unani- 
moufly defired a Perfian governor in the room of 
an unworthy king. The anfwer of the archbifhop 
Ifaac, whofe fandigm thay earnefUy folicited, is 
czpreflive of the charader of a fuperiUtious 
people. He deplored the manifeft and inexcufable 
vices of Artaflres; and declared, that he fhould 
not hefitate to accufe him before the tribunal of 
a Chridian emperor, who would punifli, without 
deftroying, the finner. *' Our king," continued 
Ifaac, ** is too much addided to licentious plea* 
'^ fures, but he has been puriHed in the holy 
*' waters of baptlfm. He is a lover of women, 
*^ but he does not adore the fire or the elements. 
♦' He may deferve the reproach of lewdnefs, bat 
^^ he is an undoubted Catholic } and his faith 
*^ is pure, though his maimers are flagitious. 

miles CO the cafl of Arzcrounnj the modem capital of TurKifl^ Annenui« See 
ci^Anvillcy Gcograplue Anucmic» tooi. ii. p. 91^^ loo. 

«♦ I wUI 
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•• I will never confent to abandon my (heep to chap. 
•• the rage of devouring wolves ; and you would 
^ foon repent your ralh exchange of the infirmi- 
'•.ties of a believer, for the fpecious virtues of 
** an heathen**/' Exafperated by the firmnefg 
of Ifaac, the fadious nobles accufed both the 
king an4 the archbiOiop as the fecret adherents 
of the emperor; and abfurdly rejoiced in the 
fentence of condemnation, which, after a partial 
hearing, was folemnly pronounced by Bahram 
himfelf. The defcendants of Arfaccs were de- 
graded from the royal dignity '% which they had 
pofle&d above five hundred and (ixty years'^; 
and the dominions of the unfortunate Artafires, 
under the new and fignificant appellation of Perf* 
armenia, were reduced into the form of a\ pro- 
vince. This ufuvpation excited the jealoufy of 
the Roman government; but the rifing difputes 
were foon terminated by an amicable, though 



^5 MofesChoren. I.iil. 0.63.9. ji6. According to the inftitution of 
$C Gregory the apoftle of Armenia, the archhiihop was always of the royal 
tamjly j a circomftitnce which, in fome degree, correfted the influence of 
the facerdotal cbarad^er, and united tlie mitre with the crown. 

•^ A branch of the royal houfc of Arfaces ft ill fubfjflcd with the ranlc and 
poflefiions (as it Ihould feem) of Armenian fatrapi. See Mofes Choren, 
kiii. c. 65. p. 321. 

'7 VaiarOices was appointed king of Armenia by his brother the Parthian 
monarch, inHn«diately after the defeat of Antiochus Sidetes (Mofes Choren. 
Kil. cz« p. 85.)» one hundred and thirty years before Chriit. WichoiK 
depending on the various and contradi^ory periods of the reigns of the laft 
kings, we m^y be aflured, that the ruin of the Armenian kingdom hap- 
pencd after the council of Chalcedon, A. D. 431. (I. iii. c.6i. p. 312.) ^ 
and under Veramus, or Bahram^ kingof Periia (1. iii> c. 64. p«3i70> who 
reigned from A. D. 420 10440. See Aflcmanni, Bibiiot^ Oriental, torn. iii» 
p. 396. 

uneq^ual,.. 
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CHAP, unequal^ partition of the ancient kingdom of 
Armenia; and a territorial acquifition, which 
Auguftus might have defpifed, reflefted fome luftre 
on the declining empire of the younger Theo« 
dofius* 
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